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Agent: Tim Bates 

 
Publisher: W&N 
 

Editor: Jenny Lord/Fede 

Andornino 

Publication: June 2022 
 

Previous titles: 
The Madness of Grief 
Bringing in the Sheaves 
Fathomless Riches 
 
Rights sold: 

Estonian (Eesti Raamat) 
Finnish (Minnerva 

Kustannas) 
German (Goldmann) 
Dutch (Luitingh-Sijthoff) 

Portuguese (Bertrand 
Editora) 
Russian (Storytel) 

 
Japanese co-agent: 
Tuttle Mori 
 
Chinese co-agent for all PFD 
titles:  
ANA Beijing 

MURDER BEFORE EVENSONG 
A Canon Clement Mystery 
The Reverend Richard Coles 
 
'Murder Before Evensong has all the elements that make up a 

classic detective story: a pitch-perfect setting, a genuine puzzle, 

a gruesome murder (or more) and engaging characters. I 

enjoyed it very much' Philip Pullman 

'I've been waiting for a novel with vicars, rude old ladies, 

murder and sausage dogs ... et voila!' Dawn French 

'The Reverend Richard Coles gives us a serpent in England's 

pastoral Eden - and whodunit fans can give praise and rejoice' 

Ian Rankin 

'Beautifully written and a warm funny joy from start to finish' 

Sarah Millican 

'Glorious' Robert Webb  

The first novel in the Reverend Richard Coles' Canon 

Clement Mystery series 

Canon Daniel Clement is Rector of Champton. He has been 

there for eight years, living at the Rectory alongside his 

widowed mother - opinionated, fearless, ever-so-slightly 

annoying Audrey - and his two dachshunds, Cosmo and Hilda. 

When Daniel announces a plan to install a lavatory in church, 

the parish is suddenly (and unexpectedly) divided: as lines are 

drawn, long-buried secrets come dangerously close to 

destroying the apparent calm of the village. 

And then Anthony Bowness - cousin to Bernard de Floures, 

patron of Champton - is found dead at the back of the church, 

stabbed in the neck with a pair of secateurs. 

As the police moves in and the bodies start piling up, Daniel is 

the only one who can try and keep his fractured community 

together... and catch a killer.  

The Reverend Richard Coles is an English musician, writer, 
Church of England priest, and co-presenter of Saturday Live on 
BBC Radio 4. He read Theology at King’s College London, and 
after ordination worked as a curate in Lincolnshire, then in central 
London, before coming to Finedon in Northamptonshire, where 
he is now a Vicar. He was the multi-instrumentalist who 
partnered Jimmy Somerville in the 1980s band the Communards, 
which achieved three Top Ten hits, including the Number 1 
record and best-selling single of 1986, a club/dance version of 
“Don’t Leave Me This Way”.  



 

 

FICTION 

THE IPCRESS FILE 

Len Deighton 
  
‘The poet of the spy novel.’ The Sunday Times 
  
‘The coolest, funkiest, most sophisticated things we'd ever 
read.’ Max Hastings  
  
‘Sharp, witty and sour, like Raymond Chandler adapted to 
British gloom and the multiple betrayals of the private spy.’ 
The Observer  
 
'Changed the shape of the espionage thriller ... there is an 
infectious energy about this book which makes it a joy to 
read' Daily Telegraph  
  
*NOW A MAJOR NEW TV SERIES*  

A high-ranking scientist has been kidnapped. A secret 
British intelligence agency must find out why. But as the 
quarry is pursued from grimy Soho to the other side of the 
world, what seemed a straightforward mission turns into 
something far more sinister. With its sardonic, cool, 
working-class hero, Len Deighton's sensational debut The 
Ipcress File rewrote the spy thriller and became the defining 
novel of 1960's London.  

Len Deighton was born in 1929 in London. He did his 
national service in the RAF, went to the Royal College of 
Art and designed many book jackets, including the original 
UK edition of Jack Kerouac's On the Road. The enormous 
success of his first spy novel, The IPCRESS File (1962), was 
repeated in a remarkable sequence of books over the 
following decades. These varied from historical fiction 
(Bomber, perhaps his greatest novel) to dystopian alternative 
fiction (SS-GB) and a number of brilliant non-fiction books 
on the Second World War (Fighter, Blitzkrieg and Blood, 
Tears and Folly). His spy novels chart the twists and turns of 
Britain and the Cold War in ways which now give them a 
unique flavour. They preserve a world in which Europe 
contains many dictatorships, in which the personal can be 
ruined by the ideological and where the horrors of the 
Second World War are buried under only a very thin layer 
of soil. Deighton's fascination with technology, his sense of 
humour and his brilliant evocation of time and place make 
him one of the key British espionage writers, alongside John 
Buchan, Eric Ambler, Ian Fleming and John Le Carré. 
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Agent: Tim Bates 

 

Publisher: Penguin Classics 

 

Editor: Simon Winder 

 

Rights sold: 

French (L’Archipel)  

Greek (Klidarithmos)  

Korean (OpenBooks) 

Portuguese (ASA) 

 

Japanese co-agent: 

Japan Uni 
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Agent: Adam Gauntlett 
 
Publisher: Bonnier Zaffre 
 
Editor: Ben Willis  

Publication: July 2022 

 
Previous publishers:  

Czech Republic (Jota)  

Denmark (Phoenix)  

France (Fleuve Noir)  

Greece (Kedros)  

Israel (Penn Publishing)  

Italy (Baldani & Castoldi)  

Japan (Hayakawa)  

TV Rights (Euston Films)  

UK Audio (WF Howes)  

US Audio (Recorded Books) 

 

Previous titles: 
Stasi Wolf 
Stasi Child 
Stasi State 
Stasi 77 
 
Japanese co-agent: 

Japan Uni 

DEATH IN BLITZ CITY 

David Young 
 
From the award winning author of Cold War thrillers 

1942. Hull, East Yorkshire - It is the most heavily-bombed 

city outside of London - but for the sake of national morale 

the Hull Blitz is kept top secret. Only the politicians in 

Whitehall and Hull's citizens themselves know of the true 

chaos. 

 

Newly-posted Inspector Ambrose Swift cannot believe the 

devastation he finds. But for Swift and his two deputies - 

part-time bare-knuckle boxer Jim 'Little' Weighton and 

Dales farmer's daughter Kathleen Carver - it's murder, not 

the war, that's at the forefront of their minds. 

 

When a series of sadistic killings is wrongly blamed on 

locally-stationed black American GIs, Swift, a one-armed 

former WW1 cavalryman who tours the rubble-strewn city 

on a white horse, soon discovers these are no ordinary 

murders. The fetid stench of racism, corruption and 

perversion go to the very top. And for Swift, Weighton and 

Carver, finding the real killers means putting their own lives 

at risk - because powerful forces in the US and Britain 

cannot let the war effort be undermined. Not even by the 

truth.  

 

David Young is a graduate of the City University MA 
Crime Writing course and was the recent winner of the 
PFD-sponsored course prize. He was born in Hull and 
educated in York and Bristol. Before becoming a full-time 
author he was a local news reporter and then an editor in 
the BBC World TV and radio newsrooms. His debut 
novel, Stasi Child, a labyrinthine Cold War-era thriller and 
the first in a new series, was published in October 2015, by 
Twenty7 Books (Bonnier). David won the 2016 CWA 
Endeavour Historical Dagger. 
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Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman 
 
Australian publisher: Penguin 
 
Australian editor: Nikki Christer 
 
UK publisher: Sceptre 
 
UK editor: Carole Welch 
 
US publisher: Melville House 
 
US editor: Carl Bromley  
 
Publication: May 2022 
 
Page extent: 384 
 
Rights sold: 
Hebrew (Am Oved)  
Persian (Nashre-Cheshmeh 
Publishing House)  
 
Previous titles:  
The Fraction of the Whole  
Quicksand 
 
Japanese co-agent: 
Japan Uni 

HERE GOES NOTHING 
Steve Toltz 
 
‘Is there a funnier contemporary novelist than Steve Toltz? 
His new novel is about "love, mortality and the afterlife", no 
less.' -- Andrew Holgate and Robbie Millen  
 
'What a joy to surrender oneself to a writer of such 
prodigious talent' Peter Carey  
 
‘Angus’ narration is thick with zingy one-liners pointing up 
the absurdity of it all. But this is less a novel of ideas than an 
exploration of big feels, among them the slow-spreading 
dread of societal cataclysm, the grief of watching one’s 
beloved embrace a new partner, and the fear that now may 
be as good as it gets.’ Brendan Driscoll, Booklist  

 
*A GUARDIAN SATURDAY MAGAZINE, TIMES 
SATURDAY REVIEW and IRISH TIMES "Book of 
2022" pick * 
 
A firecracker of a novel by the Booker-shortlisted author 
of A Fraction of the Whole - a scathingly funny and affecting 
tale of life, death, love and the questionable existence of 
God. 
 
Angus Mooney is not happy - he's been murdered, cut off 
in the prime of his life. He feels humiliated - he's never 
even believed in an afterlife. (How wrong he'd been). He's 
confused - death has provided more questions than answers. 
And he desperately misses his audacious and fiery wife, 
Gracie, who's expecting their first child. 
 
The only upside is that Angus has found a way to see what 
his murderer is up to, and how Gracie is faring. The 
downside: Gracie and his murderer are getting 
uncomfortably close, and a worldwide pandemic means the 
afterlife is about to get very crowded . . .  
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Aussie writer Steve Toltz needs no introduction. He crashed 
seemingly out of nowhere onto the literary fiction scene with his 
debut novel, A Fraction of the Whole in 2008 (Hamish Hamilton 
UK/ Spiegel & Grau US) which was shortlisted for the Booker 
Prize as well as the Guardian debut fiction award. The critical 
response was amazing – he was compared to the likes of Joseph 
Heller, Jonathan Franzen, Dave Eggers, David Foster Wallace and 
John Kennedy Toole, amongst others. A Fraction of the Whole 
has been translated into over 20 languages worldwide. 
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Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
Publisher: Corsair 
 
Editor: Olivia Hutcherson 
 
Publication: April 2022 
 
Rights sold: 

Russian (Eksmo)  
 
Page extent: 215 
 
Previous Publishers: 
China (Shanghai Dook) 
Czech Republic (Prah) 
Germany (Klett Cotta) 
Italy (Adriano Salani) 
Japan (Hayakawa) 
Lithuania (Jotema) 
Netherlands (De Bezige Bij) 
Norway (Forlaget) 
Poland (Proszyniski Media)  
Russia (EXEM) 
Taiwan (Marco Polo) 
Thailand (Legend Books) 
Turkey (Marti Yayinlari)  
 
Previous Titles: 
The Bees 
The Ice 
 
Japanese co-agent: 
The English Agency 

POD 
Laline Paull 
 
'Laline Paul succeeds splendidly in rising to the most important 
literary challenge of our time - restoring voice and agency to other
-than-human beings.'   Amitav Ghosh, author of Sea of Poppies 
 
‘Keep an eye out for Pod ... [a] brilliant new novel, set amongst a 
dolphin community’ The Bookanista  
 
From the internationally bestselling and Bailey's Prize shortlisted 
author of  The Ice and The Bees, published in 15 languages and 
soon to be adapted by the National Theatre for a 2022 production 

 
Laline Paull returns with an immersive and transformative new 
novel of an ocean world - its extraordinary creatures, mysteries, 
and mythologies - that is increasingly haunted by the cruelty and 
ignorance of the human race. 
 
Ea has always felt like an outsider. As a spinner dolphin who has 
recently come of age, she's now expected to join in the elaborate 
rituals that unite her pod. But Ea suffers from a type of deafness 
that means she just can't seem to master spinning. When 
catastrophe befalls her family and Ea knows she is partly to blame, 
she decides to make the ultimate sacrifice and leave the pod. 
 
As Ea ventures into the vast, she discovers dangers everywhere, 
from lurking predators to strange objects floating in the water. 
Not to mention the ocean itself seems to be changing; creatures 
are mutating, demonic noises pierce the depths, whole species of 
fish disappear into the sky above. Just as she is coming to terms 
with her solitude, a chance encounter with a group of arrogant 
bottlenoses will irrevocably alter the course of her life. 
 
In her terrifying, propulsive novel, Laline Paull explores the true 
meaning of family, belonging, sacrifice - the harmony and 
tragedy of the pod - within an ocean that is no longer the 
sanctuary it once was, and which reflects a world all too 
recognizable to our own.  

Laline Paull was born in England. Her parents were first-
generation Indian immigrants. She studied English at Oxford, 
screenwriting in Los Angeles, and theatre in London, where 
she has had two plays performed at the Royal National 
Theatre. She is a member of BAFTA and the Writers’ Guild 
of America. Laline lives in the Sussex countryside with her 
family.  



 

 

FICTION 

9 

Agent: Cara Lee Simpson 
 
Publisher: Dialogue Books, 
Little Brown 
 
Editor: Sharmaine Lovegrove 
 
Publication date: March 2022 
 
Page extent: 304  

 
PFD handle North American 

Rights only 
 

HERE AGAIN NOW 
Okechukwu Nzelu  
  
'A deeply intimate novel. Nzelu's incisive style probes beneath 
his characters' layers to expose vulnerability, joy, and 

love... Here Again Now is a revelation.' Courttia Newland 
 
'A beautiful exploration of grief and family, written in exquisite 
prose and told with compassion and tenderness.' Brit Bennett, 
author of The Vanishing Half 
 
'Tender and honest, pulsing with love. Nzelu is the future of 
Black British writing.' Derek Owusu, author of That Reminds 
Me  
 
From award-winning author Okechukwu Nzelu comes a 
spellbinding literary novel that asks, how do you move forward 
when the past keeps pulling you back? 

 
Achike Okoro feels like his life is coming together at last. His 
top-floor flat in Peckham is as close to home as he can imagine 
and after years of hard work, he's about to get his break as an 
actor. He's even persuaded his father, Chibuike, to move in 

with him, grateful to offer the man who raised him as a single 
parent a home of his own. 
 
Between filming trips, Achike is snatching a few days in 

London with Ekene, his best friend of twenty years, the person 
who makes him feel whole. Achike can put the terrible things 
that happened behind him at last; everything is going to be 
alright. Maybe even better. 

 
But after a magical night, when Achike and Ekene come 
within a hair's breadth of admitting their feelings for each 
other, a devastating event rips all three men apart. In the 

aftermath, it is Ekene and Chibuike who must try to rebuild. 
And although they have never truly understood each other, 
grief may bring them both the peace and happiness they've 
been searching for… 
 

Okechukwu Nzelu is a writer and teacher. In 2015 he was 
the recipient of a New Writing North Award. In 2020 his 
debut novel, The Private Joys of Nnenna Maloney, won a 
Betty Trask Award and was shortlisted for the the Desmond 
Elliott Prize and the Polari First Book Prize; it was also 
longlisted for the Portico Prize. He is a regular contributor to 
Kinfolk magazine. He lives in Manchester and is a Lecturer 
in Creative Writing at Lancaster University.  



 

 

FICTION 

 

Agent: Lisette Verhagen 

 

Dutch publisher: Uitgeverij Pluim 

& CPNB 

 

UK Publisher: Picador 

 

UK Editor: Marissa Constantinou 

 

US Publisher: Mariner Books/

HarperCollins 

 

US Editor: Millicent Bennett 

 

US pub date: May 2022 

 

Page extent: 144 

 

TV rights: optioned by Quay Street 

 

Rights sold: 

Brazilian (Editora Rua do Sabão) 

Finnish (Gummerus)  

French (Le Bruit Du Monde) 

German (Hanser) 

Italian (Mondadori) 

Korean (Book House) 

Norwegian (Strawberry) 

Russian (Sinbad) 

Slovenian (Mladinska knjiga 

Zalozba) 

Spanish (Temas de Hoy) 

Swedish (Volante) 

Taiwanese (ACME Publishing)  

 

Japanese co-agent: 

Japan Uni 

WE HAD TO REMOVE THIS POST 
Hanna Bervoets 

 
'Superbly poised, psychologically astute and subtle novel of 
mental unravelling.' Ian McEwan, author of Atonement 
 
'Fast paced and thrilling, violent and nightmarish and grief-
stricken, but also tender and wildly moving.' Kristen Arnett, 
author of Mostly Dead Things 
 
'This novel gives us an acid glimpse into a new form of labor 
existing today . . . Fascinating and disturbing.' Ling Ma, 
author of Severance 
 
To be a content moderator is to see humanity at its worst 
― but Kayleigh needs money. That’s why she takes a job 
working for a social media platform whose name she isn’t 
allowed to mention. Her job: reviewing offensive videos 
and pictures, rants and conspiracy theories, and deciding 
which need to be removed. It’s gruelling work. Kayleigh 
and her colleagues spend all day watching horrors and hate 
on their screens, evaluating them with the platform’s ever-
changing moderating guidelines. Yet Kayleigh is good at 
her job, and in her colleagues she finds a group of friends, 
even a new girlfriend ― and for the first time in her life, 
Kayleigh’s future seems bright. 
 
But soon the job seems to change them all, shifting their 
worlds in alarming ways. How long before the moderators 
own morals bend and flex under the weight of what they 
see? 
 
We Had To Remove This Post  is a chilling, powerful and 
gripping story about who or what determines our world 
view. Examining the toxic world of content moderation, 
the novel forces us to ask: what is right? What is real? What 
is normal? And who gets to decide?  
 

Hanna Bervoets is one of the most acclaimed Dutch authors 

of her generation. She is the author of seven novels. In 2017 

Bervoets was granted the prestigious Frans Kellendonk Prize 

for her entire body of work. We Had to Remove this Post 

has been translated into 13 languages. Hanna lives in 

Amsterdam with her girlfriend and guinea pigs.  
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Agent: Lisette Verhagen 
 
Dutch publisher: Uitgeverij 
Pluim 
 
Dutch publication date: May 
2021 
 
Page extent: 239  
 
Previous Publishers:  
Brazil (Editora Rua do Sabão) 
Finland (Gummerus)  
France (Le Bruit Du Monde) 
Germany (Hanser) 
Italy (Mondadori) 
Korea (Book House) 
Norway (Strawberry) 
Russia (Sinbad) 
Slovenia (Mladinska knjiga 
Zalozba) 
Spain (Temas de Hoy) 
Sweden (Volante) 
Taiwan (ACME Publishing)  
UK (Picador) 
US (Mariner Books/
HarperCollins) 
 
Japanese co-agent: 
Japan Uni 

A MODERN DESIRE 
Hanna Bervoets 

 
“Bervoets is a terrific observer of the everyday, the story 
about the dynamic of a guinea pig forum is exquisite. NRC 
Handelsblad 
 
“This is a stunning collection. The story ‘Where My Mother 

Used to Live’ about a Muslim family that welcomes a girl 

called Sally into their home, is gorgeous. Bervoets effortlessly 

shows us the complexity of human relationships’’ De 

Volkskrant 

 
*Finalist of the prestigious J.M.A. Biesheuvel Prize 2022 for 

Best Story Collection* 
 

The fascinating characters of the fourteen stories in A 
Modern Desire have rich inner lives with a strong desire to 
feel connected and to be understood. The collection starts 
with stories very much rooted in this world, about missing 
babies, an online forum of guinea pig lovers. But slowly the 
stories become more twisted. At the end we find ourselves 
in a dystopian world where two ex-girlfriends are having a 
heated conversation over who picks who to join them in 
their space shuttle.  
  
A Modern Desire registers the deep complexity of human 

relationships: between lovers, friends, parents and pets. 

Blurring the line between the surreal and the everyday, 

Bervoets explores how we relate to each other in an often 

dark, labyrinthine world. With stunning precision, she 

shows what we love, what we fear, and ultimately what we 

desire. 

Hanna Bervoets is one of the most acclaimed Dutch authors 
of her generation. She is the author of seven novels, 
screenplays, plays, short stories and essays. In 2018 Bervoets 
was a resident at Writers Omi at Ledig House, New York. 
Here she worked on her novel, Welcome of the Kingdom of 
the Sick: an adventure story on chronic illness. The book 
became an instant bestseller in 2019 and was nominated for 
several awards. In 2017 Bervoets was granted the prestigious 
Frans Kellendonk Prize for her entire body of works. Her 
fiction has been translated into German, French and Turkish. 
Hanna Bervoets works and lives in Amsterdam, with her 
girlfriend and two guinea pigs. 
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Agent: Kate Evans 
 
Publisher: Hodder and 
Stoughton 
 
Editor: Lily Cooper 
 
Publication: February 2022 
 
Page Extent: 272 
 

 

WHAT A SHAME 
Abigail Bergstrom 
 
'Tipped to be THE hit book of 2022' Daily Mail 
 
'Intelligent, moving and darkly comic . . . taking us deftly 
from serious explorations of trauma and consent to riotously 
funny scenes of modern life' The Sunday Times 
 
'A riveting read about heartbreak, shame and self-acceptance' 
Red Magazine, Rising Stars of 2022 
 
'Dazzling . . . one of those novels where you think you're 
exploring someone else's pain, only to realise you're 
exploring your own' Heat, Read of the Week 
 
'A really beautiful portrayal of female friendship' 
Times Radio  
 
'Absorbing and clever . . . I fell in love with Mathilda' 
Cathy Rentzenbrink, author of The Last Act of Love 
 
'Full of heart, wit and feeling' Caroline O'Donoghue, author 
of Promising Young Women 
 
'A glorious new talent has arrived' Emma Gannon, author 
of Olive  
  
There is something wrong with Mathilda. She's still reeling from 
the blow of a gut-punch break up and grieving the death of a 
loved one. But that's not it. 
 
She's cried all her tears, mastered her crow pose and thrown out 
every last reminder of him. But that's not helping. 
 
Concerned that she isn't moving on, Mathilda's friends push her 
towards a series of increasingly unorthodox remedies. Until the 
seams of herself begin to come undone. 
 

Abigail Bergstrom is a Welsh writer and has written for national 

magazines and broadsheets, including ELLE, Sunday Times Style, 

the Telegraph and Refinery29. She has worked in publishing for 

over a decade, edited some of Britain’s most prominent feminist 

voices, and built some of today’s biggest book brands. An 

intersectional feminist campaigner, she co-founded the campaign 

‘This Doesn’t Mean Yes’ which was covered in the media 

internationally. She lives in London with her boyfriend and her 

Italian Greyhound, Luca. What a Shame is her debut novel. 
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Agent: Lisette Verhagen 
 
Dutch publisher: Lebowski 
 
UK Publisher: Serpent’s Tail  
 
UK Editor: Leonora Craig 
Cohen  
 
US Publisher: Bloomsbury US 
 
US Editor: Jonathan Lee 
 
Publication date: January 2024 
 
Page extent: 221 
 
Rights sold: 
TV/Film rights optioned  

 

CONFRONTATIONS 
Simone Antangana Bekono 
  

‘Atangana Bekono moves smoothly between registers. The 
dialogue is incisive, and her timing and rhythm make the young 
characters ring true, even when using slang.’ de Volkskrant 
  
‘Her experience as a poet shows in her highly precise use of 
language […] When Salomé describes the circumstances of her 
detention, the sentences hum with the intoxication of violence.’ 
NRC Handelsblad 
  
‘Simone Atangana Bekono has convincingly and beautifully 
captured Salomé's voice, her intelligence, her intransigence, her 
pain, her longing and also her guilt.’ De Standaard 
 
The clock started ticking differently and every second beat was 
black. 

Salomé Atabong is the sixteen-year-old daughter of a 
Cameroonian father and a Dutch mother. She arrives at a 
juvenile detention centre to start a six-month sentence for a 
yet-unspecified violent crime. Salomé feels no remorse for 
what she has done but somehow finds it difficult to keep a 
cool head. 

Her father has recently been diagnosed with liver cancer and 
her elder sister Miriam’s main preoccupation is to get out of 
the village as soon as possible. Both at home and in the 
detention centre, things feel tense. She would love to 
withdraw from the world, to be invisible, but as things go, the 
world instead mercilessly thrust itself upon her.  

After months in her cell with just her thoughts, she realizes 
something inside her is ‘very, very broken’. Gradually we see 
the confusion, anger, sorrow and guilt living within her and 
slowly we discover more about the crime she has committed 
and the real reason behind her rage.   

Confrontations a bold, unsettling, and heart-breaking debut 
novel about race, identity and belonging. It’s a layered page-
turner about a teenage girl who has been the victim of racist 
bullying and takes revenge. 

Simone Atangana Bekono studied Creative Writing at the ArtEZ 

Institute of the Arts in Arnhem. In 2017 her poetry collection 

How the First Sparks Became Visible came out and was awarded 

the Poëziedebuutprijs Aan Zee for best debut collection in 2018. 

The collection was published in the UK by Emma Press in January 

2021. The major Dutch newspaper De Volkskrant listed Simone 

Atangana Bekono as one of the three literary talents twice, for the 

year 2020 and 2021. Confrontations is her first novel. 
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Agent: Cara Lee Simpson 
 
Publisher: Dialogue Books, 
Little Brown 
 
Editor: Sharmaine Lovegrove 
 
Publication: June 2022 
 
Page extent: 384 
 
Previous publishers: 
Germany (Atrium) 
Korea (Hans Media) 
Turkey (April) 
 
Previous titles: 
XX 
 

Japanese co-agent: 
Tuttle-Mori 

UNGRATEFUL 
Angela Chadwick 
 

Author of ‘XX’: Winner of the Polari First Book Prize 2019 
 

What readers are saying about Angela Chadwick: 

'Clever and fast paced.' Good Housekeeping 

'Topical, probing and quietly intense... phenomenal.' The 
Skinny 

'Fantastic - completely topical, utterly believable.' Julie 
Cohen, author of Together 

'Really, really good! Timely, current, controversial.' Prima 

'Can't recommend it enough... Exciting and a real 

breakthrough.' Jessica Jarvli, author 

Can you ever let go of your past? 

 

Cat knows she should be more grateful for her partner James. 
As a young woman struggling to care for her alcoholic mother, 
he whisked her away from her council estate home and offered 

her a taste of middle-class comfort. 

 
But twenty years later, the escape he offered has begun to feel 

stifling and Cat wishes she had made more of her life. She had 
a place to study at university after finishing sixth form, but her 
mother was too unwell for Cat to take it. Could she go back 
now? 

 
At a university open day, Cat finds herself standing before her 
boyfriend of teenage years, Daniel, now a lecturer. As the 

spark that drew them together returns, Cat hopes that he can 
in some way help her reconnect with the drive and optimism 
of her younger self. Or is she simply hurtling back towards a 
past that can only hurt her further? 

 
Will Cat stop hurting those she loves and let go of her demons 
to become the person she always hoped to be? Or is it too 

late?   

Angela Chadwick is a former journalist who works in higher 
education communications. Her debut novel XX was 
released by Dialogue Books in October 2018 and was named 
a Guardian book of the year. In 2019 it won the Polari First 
Book Prize. 
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Agent: Lisette Verhagen  
 
Dutch Publisher: Atlas Contact 
 
UK publisher: Daunt Books 
 
UK editor: Marigold Atkey 
 
UK publication: April 2022 
 
Page extent: 175 
 
Rights sold: 
French (Rue Echiquier) 
German (Klett Cotta)  

 
 

THE OPPOSITE OF A PERSON 
Lieke Marsman 
 

First novel by Dutch Poet Laureate  
 

‘Relentlessly inventive … Marsman’s text is wry, spirited, troubling 

and a marker of an intriguing new talent.’ Irish Times 
 
‘Gorgeous . . .  stunning . . . An existentialist, essential story about 
the world we live in, which explores the complex role and place of 
us humans in it.’ Marieke Lucas Rijneveld, author of the 
International Booker Prize-winning The Discomfort of Evening 
 
‘Swirling, stirring, surprising, The Opposite of a Person channels its 
forked curiosity into asking not only how a person should be, what a 
society should do, but also what a book can and should accomplish. 
A novel for the end-times, in the best possible way.’ Polly Barton, 
author of Fifty Sounds 
 
‘The experience of reading The Opposite of a Person is like walking 
on shifting ground. It’s unnerving, dynamic, almighty in its force. I 
was consumed by this book.’ Saba Sams, author of Send Nudes 
 
If people were evil, and I wished to be good, then I had to make 
sure that I was the opposite of a person. 
 
When Ida, a Dutch climatologist, accepts an internship at a climate 
research institute in the Italian Alps, it means leaving her girlfriend 
Robin behind in Amsterdam. As she and her new colleagues 
prepare to demolish a decommissioned hydropower dam, Ida finds 
herself grappling with love, loneliness and her place in a society 
unwilling to confront global warming.  
 
An unflinchingly honest narrative of vulnerability, longing and 
introspection is disrupted by essays and poems, creating an incisive, 
witty and devastatingly smart portrait of how we live now. 
Distilling all our contemporary fears, Marsman examines what we 
must face head-on if we – individuals, humanity, the world – are to 
survive. And she asks us: if we are to survive, what is our impetus? 
For what are we fighting? 
 
Startlingly unique, timely and ultimately deeply moving, The 
Opposite of a Person is a dazzling, cerebral tour-de-force, a 
poignant love story and an urgent, unforgettable call to arms.  

Lieke Marsman is a Dutch writer and the current Poet Laureate of the 

Netherlands. Marsman is considered one of the greatest new voices in 

Dutch literature. She published her first poetry volume Things That I 

Tell Myself at twenty years old, and promptly won three poetry prizes. 

In 2018 Lieke was diagnosed with bone cancer. The months following 

the diagnosis she wrote The Following Scan Will Last Five Minutes, 

which was translated into English by Sophie Collins and published by 

Liverpool University Press. The Opposite of a Person was longlisted for 

the ECI Literature Prize. Lieke currently lives in Amsterdam. 
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Agent: Cara Lee Simpson 
 
Australian Publisher: Ultimo 
Press 
 
Editor: Alex Craig 
 
Publication date: March 2023 
 
Page extent: 260 
 
 
 
 

HAMMERHEAD 
Kira McPherson 
 
 
After a traumatic childhood, Sam is struggling to find her 
place while studying law at a prestigious university. There 
are so many parts of her that don’t seem to fit - her family 
doesn’t understand her new life, and her new friends don’t 
know the secrets she carries with her: the sudden death of 
her father, her brother’s trouble with the law, and her sense 
that she feels things for other girls in a way that makes her 
different.  
  
But at a gathering hosted by her lecturer, Anselm, Sam 
meets Julia, his charming wife and a senior associate at a 
corporate law firm. Sam is drawn to Julia and pursues her to 
become her mentor as part of a programme for aspiring 
lawyers. The intimacy of their relationship begins to 
provide a way for Sam to understand who she is, and who 
she wants to become. With time, however, this unspools 
into a dynamic of mutual preoccupation and boundary 
crossing, as both try to navigate their feelings for one 
another, the appropriateness of their relationship and where 
it might be heading. 

Kira McPherson is originally from Western Australian and 
has lived in London since 2013, where she works in politics 
and research for film and TV. Her short stories have been 
published in Westerly and the Stockholm Review of 
Literature. She was a recipient of a 2018 London Writers 
Award, highly commended in the 2018 Spread the Word 
London Short Story Prize, shortlisted for the 2017 London 
Magazine Essay Competition and longlisted for the 2017 
Exeter Writers Short Story Competition. Hammerhead is her 
first novel. 
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Agent: Sarah Hornsley 
 
US Publisher: Forever/Grand 
Central  
 
US Editor: Alex Logan  
 
Publication: 2024 
 
Rights sold: 
German (Droemer) 
Romanian (Nemira) 
 

ONE MOMENT 
Anna Hayes 
 
It only takes…ONE MOMENT… To change your life 
forever. 
  
We all have one.  
 
A moment in time that changed everything.  
If you could go back, knowing everything that happens 

after, everything that happens because of that one moment, 
would you change the course of history or would you do it 
all again?   
  
This is a story of two best friends, Scarlett and Evie, and 
what happens after a terrible accident changes everything.  
  
The day Scarlett dies should have been one of the most 
important of her life. It doesn't feel fair, that she is dead 
before she had a chance to fulfil her dreams, before she even 
turned thirty. And now, she's still here… somehow, 
watching the ripple effect of her death on the lives of those 
she loved the most. But her journey is not over, and as she 
finds herself pulled into reliving her most defining 
memories, she starts to realise that maybe she didn't have 
everything quite as figured out as she once thought. 
  
Evie cannot contemplate her life without Scarlett, and she 
certainly cannot forgive Nate, the man she blames for 
Scarlett’s death. But Nate keeps popping up when she least 
expects him to, catapulting Evie’s life in directions she’d 
never let herself imagine possible. Ways, perhaps, even 
those closest to her had long since given up on.  
  
The Lovely Bones meets Jojo Moyes in this emotional, 
heart-wrenching, and uplifting story about friendship, love 
and grief. 

 

Anna Hayes is a pseudonym for someone working within the 

publishing industry  
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Agent: Cara Lee Simpson 
 
Publisher: Hodder & Stoughton 
 
Editor: Kimberley Atkins 
 
Publication date: August 2022 
 
Page extent: 480  
 
Previous publishers: 
Brazil (Pensamento) 
Estonia (Rahva Raamat)  
France (Flammarion)  
Germany (Heyne Verlag/ 
Penguin Random House 
Germany)  
Italy (HarperCollins Italy)  
Poland (Rebis)  
Spain (Roca Editorial)  
Sweden (Modernista)  
Turkey (İthaki Publishing) 
 
Japanese co-agent:  
Tuttle-Mori  
 
Previous titles: 
Last One At The Party 
 
 

LOVE AND OTHER HUMAN ERRORS 
Bethany Clift 
 
Praise for Bethany Clift:  
 
‘Scary, emotional - and truly a novel for our times!’ The Sun  
 
‘Brilliant. Creepy, witty, laugh-out-loud and shudder-inducing’ 
Harriet Walker, author of The New Girl 
 
‘I inhaled it in two sittings’ Stylist  
 
An unforgettable story about love in all its chaotic glory from the 
author of Last One At The Party 
 
Indiana Dylan has never been in love or in a relationship that 
lasted longer than one night. Indiana is too busy to indulge the 
feelings and needs of another human being - she has important 
work to do building her revolutionary quantum supercomputer. 
  
But, when her supercomputer project needs a vital cash injection, 
Indiana must sell the soulmate finder program she developed 
years ago and, when a stipulation of the sale is that she herself 
must demonstrate the efficacy of her product, Indiana is forced 
out into the world of dating for the first time. 
  
Soon, Indiana’s regulated and quiet world is turned upside down 
as she begrudgingly starts to interact with other humans and finds 
herself grappling with unknown feelings. Is it indigestion? A heart 
attack? Love? Is her soulmate finder app working or is Indiana 
experiencing another one of what her assistant calls ‘human 
errors’? And how does someone who has lived their life by a 
strict system of rules navigate the realm of love where there are 
no rules? 

Bethany Clift is a graduate of the Northern Film School, the 

producer of low-budget British horror film Heretic, and the 

Director of her own production company, Saber 

Productions. Her debut novel, Last One at the Party, was 

published by Hodder & Stoughton in 2021 and the television 

rights have been optioned by Scott Free Films. She is currently 

working on her second novel which is about love and quantum 

computing, and is also finishing a horror-comedy movie script 

about a group of women on a hen night.  
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Agent: Tim Bates 

Publisher: Michael Joseph 

Editor: Louise Moore 

Publication: July 2022 

Page extent: 400 

Previous publishers: 
Brazil (Sextante) 
Bulgaria (Hermes) 
Croatia (Mozaic) 
Czech Republic (Moba) 
Denmark (Borgen) 
France (Editions Leduc.s) 
Germany (Luebbe) 
Greece (Minoas) 
Israel (Ivrit) 
Italy (Mondadori) 
Korea (Tornado) 
Latvia (Zvaigzne) 
Netherlands (Meulenhoff 
Boekerij, Van Buuren) 
Norway (Cappelen Damm) 
Poland (Vizja Press) 
Portugal (Leya) 
Russia (Family Leisure Club) 
Serbia (Laguna) 
Spain (Circulo de Lectores) 
Turkey (Epsilon) 
 
Japanese co-agent: 
Japan Uni 

DECEPTION 
Lesley Pearse  
 

From the #1 Sunday Times bestseller author 
 
Praise for Lesley Pearse 
 
'Storytelling at its very best'  Daily Mail 
 
'Gripping and suspenseful' Daily Express 
 
'A twisting and intense read' Woman's Own  
 
What happens when the person closest to you has led a life of 
deception? 
 
After the funeral of her mother, Sally, Alice Kent is 
approached by a man named Angus Tweedy. He claims to 
be her father and tells her that he served time in prison for 
marrying Sally bigamously. 
 
What does he hope to gain telling her this now, thirty years 
on? How can her adored dad Ralph not be her true father? 
And why did her mother betray her so badly? 
 
She had accepted Sally's many faults, and her reluctance to 
never speak of the past. But faced with this staggering 
deception, Alice knows she must uncover the whole truth 
about her mother. 
 
Whatever the cost.  

Lesley Pearse is renowned for her storytelling and for 
creating characters that are impossible to forget. Many of 

her recent books, including Gypsy, Faith and Hope, have 
been #1 bestsellers and her books have been translated 
into 20 languages.  
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Agent: Sarah Hornsley 

Publisher: Transworld PRH 

Editor: Sally Williamson 

Publication: May 2022 

Previous publishers: 
Brazil (Verus Editora) 
Bulgaria (Ciela Norma) 
Czech Republic (Albatros 
Media) 
Germany (Heyne) 
Israel (Yedioth Books) 
Italy (Sperling & Kupfer Editori) 
Poland (Albatros Poland) 
Russia (AST) 
Serbia (Vulkan) 
Spain (Ediciones Urano) 
 
Previous titles: 
Before I Saw You 
 
Japanese co-agent: 
Japan Uni 

LAST TIME WE MET 
Emily Houghton 
 
‘Romantic, hopeful and uplifting, I loved Last Time We 
Met and the gorgeous, emotional friendship at its heart. 
Eleanor and Fin are two characters who I couldn't help but 
fall in love with, and who will stay with me for some time’ 
Emily Stone, author of Always, in December  
 

The most heart-warming and emotional love story of 2022, 

perfect for fans of Mhairi McFarlane and Sophie Cousens. 

 

ONE PROMISE 

Aged thirteen, best friends Eleanor and Fin are inseparable. 

Convinced it will always be this way they make a pact - to 

go to university together, always live near each other, and if 

they're both single at 35 they'll get married. 

 

TWO DECADES 

Eleanor and Fin haven't spoken in fifteen years. Life has run 

away from them and they're both far from where they'd 

dreamt of being all those years ago. 

 

CAN THEY STILL KEEP THEIR WORD? 

It takes tragic circumstances for Fin to come back into 

Eleanor's life, but everything has changed since the last time 

they met. Is it too late to mend their friendship? Or is there 

a chance they can keep some of the promises they made?  

Emily Houghton is an ex–digital specialist and full-time 

creative writer. She originally comes from Essex but now 

lives in London. A trained yoga and spin teacher, Emily is 

completely obsessed with dogs and has dreamt of being an 

author ever since she could hold a pen. Before I Saw You 

was released in 2021 and published in 12 countries! Her latest 

book Last Time We Met is released in the UK this summer 

(2022) 
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Agent: Sarah Hornsley 

Publisher: Amazon 

Editor: Victoria Oundjian  

Publication: January 2023 

Previous publishers: 

Czech Republic (Pavel Dobrovsky 

BETA) 

Germany (Ullstein Buchverlage 

GMBH) 

Hungary (Pioneer Books Publishing 

Co) 

Italy (Sperling & Kupfer Editori 

S.p.A) 

Netherlands (Nieuw Amsterdam) 

Poland (Wydawmoctwp Czarna 

Owca) 

Spain (Ediciones Urano) 

 

Previous titles: 

The Truths and Triumphs of Grace 
Atherton 
Where We Belong 
 
Japanese co-agent: 

Japan Uni 

WHEN I FIRST HELD YOU 

Anstey Harris 
 
Silence tore them apart. Can the truth bring them back 
together? 

In 1960s Glasgow, anti-nuclear activists Judith and Jimmy 
fall in love. But their future hopes are dashed when their 
protestors’ squat is raided and many, including Jimmy, are 
sent to prison. Pregnant and with no word from Jimmy, 

Judith is forced to enter an unmarried mothers’ home, give 
up their baby and learn to live with her grief. 

More than half a century later, Judith’s Mending Shop 
restores broken treasures, just as Judith herself has been 
bound back together by her late, much-missed partner, 
Catherine. But her tranquillity is shattered when Jimmy—so 
different and yet somehow the same—reappears, yearning 
to unpick the painful past. 

Realising they each know only half of the other’s story, 

Jimmy and Judith finally break the silence that tore apart 

what might have been their family. Amid heartbreak and 

hope, how much can now be mended? 

Anstey Harris lives in Kent, UK and her bestselling debut 

The Truths and Triumphs of Grace Atherton was published 

by Simon & Schuster in the UK in January 2019. The Truths 

and Triumphs of Grace Atherton went on to be a Richard & 

Judy Summer Pick 2019 and won The Sapere Books Popular 

Fiction Award 2020. Harris’s second novel, Where We 

Belong, published in May 2020. 
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Agent: Sarah Hornsley 
 
On submission Spring 2022 
 
 
 

TWENTY NOTHINGS 
Josephine Lister 
 
Twenty Nothings follows Lena through every year of her 
twenties as she struggles to forge her own place in late-
capitalist London. It tackles mental health, shame and 
privilege, and explores the quiet forms that intimacy can 
take in all relationships whether they’re sexual or romantic, 
platonic or parental. 
 
When Lena attempts to sleep with her friend James, the pair 
discover that they both suffer from conditions that make sex 
complicated, and this off-kilter bond prompts an unusual 
relationship where they can’t quite seem to shake each 
other; even when their lives are pulled in different 
directions, the world seems intent on bringing them back 
together again. 
 
Set against the backdrop of rising polarisation during the 
2010s, Lena and her friends attempt to carve a path for 
themselves in a city that is simultaneously wonderful and 
aggressive, and which doesn’t care if they make it or not. As 
Lena’s faith in everything is shaken, she must decide where 
it is she truly belongs and how to actively live her life when 
everything around her (including her body and city) 
challenges her agency. 
 
 

Josephine Lister is a London-based writer who studied on 
both the BA and MA in Creative Writing at UEA. Alongside 
writing novels, she has worked as an education editor in 
Finland and currently works as a bookseller in south-east 
London. 
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Agent: Sarah Hornsley 
 
Publisher: Hodder 
 
Editor: Amy Batley 
 
Publication: October 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Previous titles: 
The School Run 
I Give It A Year 
 
 

SINGLE IN THE SNOW 
Helen Whitaker 
 
Chalet Girl meets The Hating Game. 
  
Jen is turning 30 and has spent her entire life jumping from 
man to man so, when her latest relationship ends, she 
decides to take the time to stop pleasing others and focus on 
her. And where better to do that than the famous 
picturesque ski resort, Whistler.  

 

Okay she can’t ski and desperately needs to find a job fast, 
but it’s nothing she can’t handle. The only rule for the 
season is to stay single.  
  
While Jen is throwing herself into Whistler life, Art is doing 
his best to stay away from all the people who remind him of 
everything he once lost. It’s easier to live alone than love 
and lose again. 
  
So when work thrusts Jen and Art together, the two of 

them are determined to keep their distance. It shouldn’t be 

hard since they both find each other incredibly annoying 

and arrogant. The problem is, the more time they are forced 

to spend together, the more it seems the other isn’t quite so 

terrible after all… 

Helen Whitaker is a journalist and author living in London. 

Formerly the Entertainment Director of Glamour UK, her 

day job is currently Editor of High Life magazine and she 

writes books in her lunch hour, in the evenings and in any 

free time she has around parenting. She has been published 

in Grazia, The Telegraph, Fabulous, Stella, Red and BBC 

Three. Helen has written two previous novels; The School 

Run and I Give It A Year published by Trapeze, Orion.  
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Agent: Cara Lee Simpson 
 
Publisher: Lake Union/Amazon 
Publishing 
 
Editor: Victoria Oundjian 
 
Publication date: March 2022 
 
Page extent: 272  
 

THIS WAY OUT 
Tufayel Ahmed 
  

A bold and witty commercial fiction novel exploring love, 
race, sexuality, mental health, and the ties of family and 
friendship in contemporary multicultural Britain.  
 
It’s time everyone knew the truth, and what better way to 
announce you’re getting married (and gay) than on your 
family WhatsApp group? 

Amar can’t wait to tell everyone his wonderful news: he’s 
found The One, and he’s getting married. But it turns out 
announcing his engagement on a group chat might not have 
been the best way to let his strict Muslim Bangladeshi family 
know that his happy-ever-after partner is a man―and a 
white man at that. 

Amar expected a reaction from his four siblings, but his 
bombshell sends shockwaves throughout the community 
and begins to fracture their family unit, already fragile from 
the death of their mother. Suddenly Amar is questioning 
everything he once believed in: his faith, his culture, his 

family, his mother’s love―and even his relationship with 
Joshua. Amar was sure he knew what love meant, but was 
he just plain wrong? 

He’s never thought of his relationship with Joshua as a love 
story―they just fit together, like two halves of a whole. But 
if they can reconcile their differences with Amar’s culture, 
could there be hope for his relationship with his family too? 
And could this whole disaster turn into a love story after all? 

Tufayel Ahmed is a journalist, lecturer and author born and 
raised in East London. He is the author of the forthcoming 
novel, This Way Out, publishing in July 2022, and is 
currently writing a second novel. His works centre bold and 
diverse characters from South Asian, Muslim and LGBTQ 
backgrounds and encompass themes of love, family, cultural 
difference and privilege.  
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Agent: Sarah Hornsley 
 
Publisher: HQ Digital 
 
Editor: Cicely Aspinall 
 
Publication date: TBC 
 

SAFE WITH YOU 
Mary Neish 
 
At eighty-three, Kath doesn’t have many responsibilities, 
not since her daughter moved to Australia and her husband 
passed away. But she does take great pride in waiting for the 
knock on the wall from her 11-year-old neighbour, Mina, 
to let her know she’s home from school. Knock, knock, 
knock. I’m home safe and sound. When one day Mina’s 
knock doesn’t come, the whole community is thrust into a 

missing person investigation and Kath is wracked with guilt 
that she was late raising the alarm.  
  
Mina’s mum, Sandy, picked the wrong night to leave her 
home alone, and now she must face the judgements and 
suspicions thrown her way. It seems there’s a certain way 
you are expected act when your child is missing, and Sandy 
is doing it all wrong. 
  
Police focus on Den, the young server in the café, who was 
the last person to see Mina before she disappeared. With 
key evidence turning up at the café and a past that he’d 
rather keep hidden, it feels like everything is closing in on 
him. 
  
Can Kath, Sandy and Den work together to find Mina and 

make up for their past mistakes or is it already too late? 

Mary Neish is a pen name for Rachel Ward author of 
international bestselling YA novel, NUMBERS, which 
published in 26 countries and was shortlisted for the 
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize, longlisted for the 
Carnegie Medal and won regional prizes in the UK and 
Germany including the Angus Book Award, the Oxfordshire 
Book Award and the Salisbury Schools Book Award. Safe 
With You marks a departure from what she has written 
before. 
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NON-FICTION 

Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman 
 
UK publisher: Weidenfeld  
 
UK Editor: Ed Lake 
 
US publisher: Scribner 
 
US editor: Colin Harrison 
 
Publication: May 2022 
 
Rights sold:  
Finnish (Otava) 
German (under offer) 
Swedish (Ordfront) 
 
Previous publishers: 
Brazil (Grupo Autentica) 
Bulgaria (Sluntse) 

Czech Republic (Pistorius & 
Olsanska) 
Estonia (Tänapäev) 
France (Le Cherche Midi) 
Germany (Kiepenheuer & 
Witsch) 
Hungary (Europa) 
Moldova (Cartier) 
Poland (Agora) 
Slovakia (Absynt) 
 
Previous titles: 
All the Kremlin’s Men 
The Empire Must Die 

UNTITLED 
Mikhail Zygar 
 
Critically acclaimed and best-selling author Mikhail Zygar 
(All the Kremlin’s Men) draws on his unprecedented access 
to key players in Ukraine; from politicians to oligarchs, 
recent interviews with President Zelinksy, former Soviet 
President Gorbachev and many more. Zygar aims to address 
underlying issues that have brought the World to this point, 
illustrating how Ukraine became a nation, holding up a 

mirror to how it sees itself, and mining the two radically 
different narratives that inform its history – one of freedom 
and one of oppression. 
 
Considering the current tragedy in Ukraine, Zygar is now 
committed to focusing his time and attention on writing a 
book on Ukraine that will draw from conversations with all 
the extremely relevant individuals - from the two richest 
men in the country, Rinat Akhmetov and Viktor Pinchuk 
to Zelensky's right hand man Andrey Yermak. The book 
will also draw on the years he spent exploring the Kremlin's 
“plan” towards Ukraine, presenting a double perspective 
that shares Putin’s steadily brewing agenda throughout.   
 
Mikhail Zygar will endeavour to illustrate how Ukraine 
became a nation -- first emerging in 1996 as an independent 
post-Soviet country before evolving in 2004 into an 
Oligarchic structure to the most recent phase from 2018 to 
the present -- whereby a whole new generation of 
Ukrainians turn up who do not consider themselves to be 
part of Russia, having grown up in an entirely independent 
country. Ultimately, this book will seek to understand and 
explain the deeper roots of a conflict that has emerged from 
Russia’s chronic perception of Ukraine as a threat. 

Mikhail Zygar worked for Newsweek Russia and the 
business daily Kommersant, covering the conflicts in 
Palestine, Lebanon, Iraq, Serbia and Kosovo before 
becoming founding editor-in-chief of Russia’s only 
independent news TV-channel, Dozhd. He went on to write 
his first book All the Kremlin’s Men (PublicAffairs, 2016), 
which was No.1 on the Russian bestseller list for four 
months straight, subsequently published in both the US and 
UK, and translated into over 20 languages, earning him the 
International Press Freedom Award. His subsequent book, 
The Empire Must Die, earned distinction by Kirkus as one 
of the Ten Best Nonfiction Books of the Year.  

27 



 

 

THE DARK AGES 

Alice Rio 
 
The Dark Ages are one of the most exciting and unfamiliar 
periods in European history. Following the collapse of the 
Roman empire, people set about reinventing what power 
was, what politics were for, and what it meant to have a 
good life. Telling this as the story of the triumph of a 
Christian monoculture obscures Europe’s astonishing 
diversity throughout this period. There is another story to be 
told here: one embracing a wider “Europe”, experimental, 
quirky and dangerous, ranging from Christian Ireland to 
Muslim Spain, from pagan Scandinavia to a little-known 
Jewish nomadic empire that once ruled the steppes of Central 
Asia.  
  
Perhaps surprisingly, it is a story best told through a colourful 
cast of female characters who – on account of marriage, 
slavery, or other reasons – had to cross immense cultural and 
social divides in order to survive and function in new 
settings. Some were queens; some were slaves; a few were 
both. Starting from positions of extreme vulnerability, their 

experiences forced them towards much greater cultural 
flexibility than those who came and went with armies at their 
backs. Seeing the world through their eyes means looking 
beyond simple success stories, revealing a Europe that was 
diverse, changing, and connected. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Alice Rio is Professor of Medieval History at King’s College 
London. She is one of the world’s foremost experts on the 
history of Dark Age Europe, and has published books and 
articles on law, slavery, women, heroic poetry and miracle 
stories. The Dark Ages will be her first narrative history for 
the trade. 
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Agent: Adam Gauntlett 
 
UK publisher: Bloomsbury 
 
UK editor: Jasmine Horsey 
 
US publisher: Viking 
 
US editor: Rick Kot and 
Terezia Cicel  
 
Publication date: June 2024 
 
Rights sold: 
Dutch (Querido) 
French (Under offer)  
German (Rowholt Berlin) 
World Spanish (Planeta) 
 
Japanese co-agent: 
The English Agency 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Laurie Robertson 

 
UK publisher: Bloomsbury 

 

UK editor: Michael Fishwick 
 

US publisher: UCPress 

 

US editor: Niels Hooper 
 

Publication date: March 2022 

 
Page extent: 384  

 

Rights sold: 

Spanish (Área Espasa) 
 

Previous publishers: 

Brazil (Companhia das Letras, Record) 
China (Xueyuan Press) 

Denmark (Gyldendal) 

Germany (Bertelsmann) 
Hungary (Europa) 

Italy (Mondadori) 

Japan (Seidosha, Sosisha, Hayakawa 

Shobo)  
Korea (Han’guk Kyongje Sinmunsa) 

Netherlands (Ambo Anthos, Atlas 

Contact) 
Norwey (Cappelen) 

Poland (Zysk iS-ka, Proszynski, Rebis) 

Portugal (Presenca, Dom Quixote) 
Serbia (Zadro) 

Slovenia (Mladinska Knjiha) 

Sweden (Forum) 

Taiwan (Left Bank Publishing House) 
Turkey (Iletisim) 

 

Japanese co-agent:  
The English Agency 

STRAITS  
Beyond the Myth of Magellan 
Felipe Fernández-Armesto  
 
An uncompromising study of the fictions, the failures, and 
the real man behind the myth of Magellan.  
 
With Straits, celebrated historian Felipe Fernández-Armesto 
subjects the surviving sources to the most meticulous 
scrutiny ever, providing a timely and engrossing biography 
of the real Ferdinand Magellan. The truth that Fernández-
Armesto uncovers about Magellan's life, his character, and 
the events of his ill-fated voyage offers up a stranger, darker, 
and even more compelling narrative than the fictional 
version that has been celebrated for half a millennium. 
 
Magellan did not attempt--much less accomplish--a journey 
around the globe. In his lifetime he was abhorred as a 
traitor, reviled as a tyrant, self-condemned to destruction, 
and dismissed as a failure. Straits untangles the myths that 
made Magellan a hero and discloses the reality of the man, 
probing the passions and tensions that drove him to 
adventure and drew him to disaster. We see the mutations 
of his character: pride that became arrogance, daring that 
became recklessness, determination that became 
ruthlessness, romanticism that became irresponsibility, and 
superficial piety that became, in adversity, irrational 
exaltation. As the real Magellan emerges, so do his real 
ambitions, focused less on circumnavigating the world or 
cornering the global spice market than on exploiting 
Filipino gold. Straits is a study in failure and the paradox of 
Magellan's career, showing that renown is not always a 
reflection of merit but often a gift and accident of 
circumstance.  

 
Felipe Fernández-Armesto’s contributions to maritime history and 
the history of exploration have won the John Carter Brown 
Medal, the Caird Medal of Britain´s National Maritime Museum, 
and Spain´s national prize for research in geography. Pathfinders, 
his global history of exploration, won the World History 
Association Prize and his biography of Columbus was shortlisted 
for the UK´s most valuable literary prize. The author holds the 
William P. Reynolds Chair for Mission in Arts and Letters and 
concurrent professorships in history and classics at Notre Dame. 
Among other honours, he received Spain´s highest award for 
services to education and the arts, the Grand Cross of the Order of 
Alfonso the Wise, in 2017. 
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EMPIRES OF THE STEPPES 
A History of the Nomadic Tribes Who Shaped 
Civilization 
Kenneth Harl 

 
A narrative history of how Attila, Genghis Khan and the so-
called barbarians of the steppes shaped world civilization. For 
readers of The Storm before the Storm, The Silk 
Road and Ten Caesars. 

The barbarian nomads of the Eurasian steppes have played a 
decisive role in world history, but their achievements have 
gone largely unnoticed. These nomadic tribes have produced 
some of the world's greatest conquerors: Attila the Hun, 
Genghis Khan and Tamerlane, among others. Their deeds 
still resonate today. Indeed, these nomads built long-lasting 
empires, facilitated the first global trade of the Silk Road and 
disseminated religions, technology, knowledge and goods of 
every description that enriched and changed the lives of so 
many across Europe, China and the Middle East. From a 
single region emerged a great many peoples--the Huns, the 
Mongols, the Magyars, the Turks, the Xiongnu, the 
Scythians, the Goths--all of whom went on to profoundly 
and irrevocably shape the modern world. 

In this new, comprehensive history, Professor Kenneth Harl 
vividly recreates the lives and world of these often-forgotten 
peoples from their beginnings to the early modern age. Their 
brutal struggle to survive on the steppes bred a resilient, 
pragmatic people ever ready to learn from their more 
advanced neighbors. In warfare, they dominated the 
battlefield for over fifteen hundred years. Under charismatic 
rulers, they could topple empires and win their own. 
 

 

 

 

Kenneth Harl is Professor of Classical and Byzantine History 

at Tulane University, New Orleans.  He is one of the world’s 

foremost experts on Steppes civilisations, Roman history and 

numismatics, and has written extensively on Greek, Roman, 

Byzantine and Viking culture. he Barbarians will be his first 

full-length narrative history book for the trade, and will be 

published by Bloomsbury. 
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EMPIRES OF THE NORMANS 
Makers of Europes, Conquerors of Asia 
Levi Roach 

 
'A fresh retelling of the story of the Normans . . . written with 
enthusiasm and brio' Marc Morris, bestselling author of The 
Anglo-Saxons 
 
"How the Normans shaped the Europe we live in today is a 

huge and gripping subject, brilliantly illuminated here in all its 

continent-wide human drama by a masterful historian and 

story-teller.” Peter Stanford  

 
How did descendants of Viking marauders came to dominate 
Europe, the Mediterranean and the Middle East? 
 
It is a tale of ambitious adventures and fierce freebooters, of 
fortunes made and fortunes lost. The Normans made their 
influence felt across all of western Europe and the 
Mediterranean, from the British Isles to North Africa, and 
Lisbon to the Holy Land. In Empires of the Normans we 

discover how they combined military might and political 
savvy with deeply held religious beliefs and a profound sense 
of their own destiny. For a century and a half, they remade 
Europe in their own image, and yet their heritage was 
quickly forgotten - until now.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Levi Roach lectures at the University of Exeter. His 
interests lie in the religious and political history of Europe in 
the Middle Ages. He has published academic monographs 
with Cambridge University Press and Yale University Press 
and has been awarded the Royal Historical Society’s 
Alexander Prize (2012), the Longman-History Today Prize 
(2017) and the Labarge Prize (2017). Levi writes and reviews 
for History Today, BBC History Magazine, the Literary 
Review and the TLS. He also frequently appears on radio and 
podcasts, including BBC Radio 4’s When Greeks Flew Kites, 
BBC World and the BBC History Magazine Podcast. 
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HEADS OR TAILS 
The Rise and Fall of Ancient Rome in Twelve Coins 
Gareth Harney 

 
Our sacred relationship with coins has lasted for millennia. 
To this day we throw them in pools of water, hide them in 
food and give them as gifts. Invented as a convenient object 
of exchange, coins soon became miniature masterpieces – 
canvases on which ancient empires could tell their stories and 
showcase the ideals of their culture.  
 
From the childhood moment he was given his first Roman 
coin by his father, Gareth has been enthralled by the power 
of ancient coinage to connect us to our distant past.  Long 
before the internet or printing press, coins were the first mass
-media to link humanity. Today they survive in their 
millions as hand-made time capsules presenting to us faces, 
monuments, triumphs and tragedies of worlds long gone. 
 
Through the lens of twelve remarkable coins, Heads or Tails 
brings to life the dramatic rise and fall of the greatest 
superpower in history. From a few huts on an Italian hilltop, 

to an all-conquering empire spanning three continents, 
Rome told her epic story in coins. Through them we will 
witness Caesar’s assassination, a day at the Colosseum, and 
barbarians at the gates. The glory of Rome in the palm of 
your hand. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Gareth Harney is a Roman historian and coin collector 
striving to bring the wonders of the ancient world to a wider 
audience. For two decades he has explored the ruins of the 
Roman empire, from the mountains of Scotland to the sands 
of Libya. Combining rigorous historical research with thrilling 
storytelling, he has gained almost 100,000 enthusiastic 
followers on Twitter (@OptimoPrincipi). As well as building 
his own Roman coin collection, Gareth’s coin website, blog 
and photography are helping promote the joys of this esoteric 
hobby to a whole new generation. Heads or Tails will be 
Gareth’s first book for the trade. 
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BRAVE-HEARTED 
The Dramatic Story of Women of the American 
West  
Katie Hickman 
 
“Myth and misunderstanding spring from the American 
frontier as readily as rye grass from sod, and – like the wiry 
grass – seem as difficult to weed out and discard.” 
 
The true-life story of women’s experiences in the ‘Wild 
West’ is more gripping, more heart-rending, and more 
stirring than all the movies, novels, folk-legends and ballads 
that popular imagination has been able to create.   Whether 
they were the hard-drinking hard-living poker players and 
prostitutes of the new boom towns, ‘ordinary’ wives and 
mothers walking two thousand miles across the prairies 
pulling their handcarts behind them, Chinese slave-brides 
working in laundries, or the Native American women 
displaced by the mass migration of the ‘whites’ to their 
lands, all have one trait in common:  that of extreme 
resilience and courage in the face of the unknown.   
 

Reading the extraordinary accounts they have left behind 
them, their experiences seem as strange to us today as it 
must have been to have lived through them, perhaps even 
stranger.  They were put to the test, in terms of sheer 
survival, in ways that we can only dimly imagine. 
 
This is a book Katie always knew she was going to write,  

and has been collecting material on the subject for more 

than ten years.    

As Kenturah Penton wrote, “verily we thot the half had 

never been told.” 

Katie Hickman is the author of nine previous books, including 
two bestselling works of non-fiction, Daughters of Britannia – in 
the Sunday Times bestseller lists for ten months and a twenty-part 
series for BBC Radio 4 – and Courtesans. She has also written a 
trilogy of historical novels – The Aviary Gate, The Pindar 
Diamond and The House of Bishopsgate – which have been 
translated into twenty languages. Her other books include two 
highly acclaimed travel books, including Travels with a Mexican 
Circus which was shortlisted for the Thomas Cook Travel Book 
Award. Born into a diplomatic family, she had a peripatetic 
childhood, growing up in Spain, Ireland, Singapore and South 
America; she has two children and lives in London.  

33 



 

 

THE HOUSE OF DUDLEY 
A New History of Tudor England 
Joanne Paul 
 
'This is riveting stuff: death, desire, power and scandal. Game of 
Thrones looks tame compared with the real-life machinations of the 
Dudleys' Spectator  
 
'Exciting and immersive. An immensely entertaining history, 
capturing in full Tudor brilliance the cut-throat glamour of the 
English throne and the most audacious family to play its 
game' Sunday Times 
 
‘Absorbing, meticulously researched and expertly executed. A tale 
of intrigue and manipulation that will lead you through the very 
dark corridors of Tudor history.’ Lindsey Fitzharris, acclaimed 
author of 'The Butchering Art'  
 
Each Tudor monarch made their name with a Dudley by their side 
- or by crushing one beneath their feet . . . 
 
Told for the very first time, this is the shocking and extraordinary 
story of the most-conniving and manipulative Tudor family you've 
never heard of - the dashing and daring Dudleys . . .  
 
The Dudleys thrived at the court of Henry VII, but were sacrificed 
to the popularity of Henry VIII. Rising to prominence in the reign 
of Edward VI, the Dudleys lost it all by advancing Jane Grey to the 
throne over Mary I. 
 
That was until the reign of Elizabeth I, when the family were once 
again at the centre of power, and would do anything to remain 
there . . . 
 
With three generations of felled favourites, what was it that caused 
this family to keep rising so high and falling so low? 
 
Here, for the first time, is the story of England's Borgias, a noble 
house competing in the murderous game of musical chairs around 
the English throne. Witness cunning, adultery and sheer audacity 
from history's most brilliant, bold and skulduggerous family.  
 
Welcome to the House of Dudley. 
 
 
 
Joanne Paul is Senior Lecturer in Early Modern History at the 
University of Sussex. A BBC/AHRC New Generation Thinker, 
her research focuses on the intellectual and cultural history of the 
Renaissance and Early Modern periods. . The House of Dudley is 
her acclaimed first book.  
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EL CID 
The Life and Afterlife of a Medieval Mercenary    
Nora Berend 

 

 
El Cid was one of the most successful eleventh-century 
warriors at the time of chaotic warfare among Christians and 
Muslims in the Iberian Peninsula. In the centuries after his 
death, he was transformed into a perfect Christian knight. In 
modernity, he was seen as the incarnation of Spain’s special 
national character – Franco chose him as the emblem of 
Nationalist Spain. Yet not only those on the political right, 
but many others, including John F. Kennedy, were in his 
thrall. He has been promoted both as the forerunner of white 
supremacists and of multiculturalism. How can we explain 
such a stupendous afterlife, and how can El Cid be a hero for 
so many different people? To begin to understand that, we 
must try to understand the truth buried beneath the myth. 
 
Prof. Nora Berend explores the creation of the legends over 
the centuries, and reveals those active in its making. Medieval 
monks, the women in El Cid’s family, a playwright and a 
historian are among the creators of the mythic Cid. The 
book seeks to explain their motives, and peels away the layers 
of legend to trace the real historical figure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nora Berend is Professor of European history at the 
University of Cambridge. She has published extensively on 
medieval history and has written for History Today among 
others. El Cid will be her first full-length narrative book for 
the trade.   
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AFTER THE ROMANOVS 
Russian Exiles in Paris from the Belle Époque 
through Revolution and War 
Helen Rappaport 
 
From Helen Rappaport, the New York Times bestselling 
author of The Romanov Sisters comes After the Romanovs, 
the story of the Russian aristocrats, artists, and intellectuals 
who sought freedom and refuge in the City of Light. 

Paris has always been a city of cultural excellence, fine wine 
and food and the latest fashions. But it has also been a place 
of refuge for those fleeing persecution, never more so than 
before and after the Russian Revolution and the fall of the 
Romanov dynasty. For years, Russian aristocrats had 
enjoyed all Belle Epoque Paris had to offer, spending lavishly 
when they visited. It was a place of artistic experimentation 
such as Diaghilev's Ballets Russes. But the brutality of the 
Bolshevik takeover forced Russians of all types to flee their 
homeland, sometimes leaving with only the clothes on their 
backs. 

Arriving in Paris, former princes could be seen driving 
taxicabs, while their wives who could sew worked for the 
fashion houses, their unique Russian style serving as 
inspiration for designers like Coco Chanel. Talented 
intellectuals, artists, poets, philosophers and writers struggled 
in exile, eking out a living at menial jobs. Some, like Bunin, 
Chagall and Stravinsky, encountered great success in the 
same Paris that welcomed Americans like Fitzgerald and 
Hemingway. Political activists sought to overthrow the 
Bolshevik regime from afar, while double agents plotted 
espionage and assassination from both sides. Others became 
trapped in a cycle of poverty and their all-consuming 
homesickness for Russia, the homeland they had been 

forced to abandon. 

This is their story. 

Dr Helen Rappaport is an internationally bestselling historian 
and author of  15 books specialising in the Victorian period 
and revolutionary Russia. Helen Rappaport is a fluent 
Russian speaker and a specialist in Russian history and 19th 
century women’s history. Her great passion is to winkle out 
lost stories from the footnotes and to breathe new life and 
perspectives into old subjects. 

36 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Annabel Merullo 
 
UK publisher: The History 
Press 
 
UK editor: Simon Wright 
 
Canadian publisher: 
HarperCollins Canada 
 
Canadian editor: Jim Gifford 
 
Publication: April 2022 
 
Page extent: 336 
 
Rights sold: 
Spanish (Critica) 
 

Japanese co-agent:  
Japan Uni  

MY GRANDFATHER’S KNIFE 
Hidden Stories from the Second World War 
Joseph Pearson 
 
'Extraordinary ... History at its most sensitive and 
evocative. Pearson’s astonishing detective work has uncovered 
stories so poignant and original that they cannot fail to leave an 
indelible mark' Julia Boyd 
 
'Exceptional ... Literary non-fiction at its best' Norman Ohler  
 
'Important and genuinely insightful' David O'Keefe   
  
A knife adorned with a swastika and an eagle’s head … As a 
young boy, Joseph Pearson was terrified of the weapon hanging 
from a hook in his grandfather’s basement, a trophy seized from 
the enemy in battle. 
 
When he later inherited the knife, he unlocked a story far more 
unsettling than he could ever have imagined. By then a writer 
and cultural historian living in Berlin, Joseph found himself 
drawn to other objects from the Nazi era: a pocket diary, a 
recipe book, a double bass and a cotton pouch. Although the 
past remains a painful subject in Germany, he embarked on a 
journey to illuminate their stories before they disappeared from 
living memory. 
 
Gradually, the original owners of all five objects come into view 
– a fresh-faced prairie boy, a star-crossed romantic, a capable 
young cook, a musician wounded at the front and a Holocaust 
survivor. As we delve into these past lives, many of them 
testaments to violence and cruelty, Joseph Pearson forces us to 
ask what dangers lurk when living witnesses of war are replaced 
by the everyday objects they owned. Might some of these relics 
distort – rather than show us – the truth?  
 
A historical detective story and an enthralling account of one 
historian’s search for answers, My Grandfather’s Knife is at once 
a poignant meditation on memory and a unique addition to our 
understanding of Nazi Germany. 
 
 
 
Dr Joseph Pearson is an award-winning writer and historian. He 

taught at Columbia University and now lectures at the 

Barenboim-Said Academy, a German university. He is the author 

of BERLIN (Reaktion Press/University of Chicago distr.), a 

portrait of the capital, and is a contributing writer for 

the BBC, Newsweek, and Monocle magazine. For his short 

fiction, he is nominated for the Pushcart Prize. 
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HITLER’S GIRL 
The British Aristocracy and the Third Reich on the 
Eve of WWII 
Lauren Young 
 
‘This book raises hugely important questions about how people justify 

supporting tyrants.  In Young’s engaging narrative, what led British 

aristocrats, such as fascist fanatics Diana and Unity Mitford, to 

totalitarianism almost 100 years ago resonates with alarming trends we 

witness today. Attacks on democracy, from January 6th to Ukraine, 

make understanding authoritarianism most urgent; Hitler’s Girl, sure to 

be controversial, contributes critical case histories to that essential 

conversation.’ Carla Kaplan, author of Miss Anne in Harlem 

 

A timely, riveting book that presents for the first time an alternative 

history of 1930s Britain, revealing how prominent fascist sympathizers 

nearly succeeded in overturning British democracy - using the past as a 

road map to navigate the complexities of today’s turn toward 

authoritarianism. 

 

Hitler’s Girl is a ground-breaking history that reveals how, in the 

1930s, authoritarianism nearly took hold in Great Britain as it did in 

Italy and Germany. Drawing on recently declassified intelligence files, 

Lauren Young details the pervasiveness of Nazi sympathies among the 

British aristocracy, as significant factions of the upper class 

methodically pursued an actively pro-German agenda. She reveals 

how these aristocrats formed a murky Fifth Column to Nazi Germany, 

which depended on the complacence and complicity of the English to 

topple its proud and long-standing democratic tradition—and very 

nearly succeeded. 

 

As she highlights the parallels to our similarly treacherous time, Young 

exposes the involvement of secret organizations like the Right Club, 

which counted the Duke of Wellington among its influential 

members; the Cliveden Set, which ran a shadow foreign policy in 

support of Hitler; and the shocking four-year affair between socialite 

Unity Mitford and Adolf Hitler. 

 

Eye-opening and instructive, Hitler’s Girl re-evaluates 1930s England 

to help us understand our own vulnerabilities and poses urgent 

questions we must face to protect our freedom. At what point does 

complacency become complicity, posing real risk to the democratic 

norms that we take for granted? Will democracy again succeed—and 

will it require a similarly cataclysmic event like World War II to 

ensure its survival? Will we, in our own defining moment, stand up 

for democratic values—or will we succumb to political extremism? 

 
 
Dr Lauren Young  is an American academic currently lecturing at Yale. 

After obtaining her undergraduate degree at Yale, she wrote her MA at 

The Courtauld Institute, and MPhil/PhD at Kings College.  She then 

worked as Political Advisor at the US Consulate to the United Nations, 

specialising in Security Council issues. Before taking up her position at 

Yale, Young taught policy in the International History Department of 

the London School of Economics. 
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LIFE AND SPIES IN A MOSCOW HOTEL 
The Untold Story of Stalin’s Disinformation War 
Alan Philips 
 
In 1941, when German armies were marching towards Moscow, 
Lenin’s body was moved from his tomb on Red Square and taken to 
Siberia, to return in 1945, by which time Stalin had turned a poor 
country into a victorious superpower. These four years were 
significant in another respect. Stalin, at the insistence of Churchill, 
accepted an Anglo-American press corps in Moscow to cover the 
Eastern Front. To turn these reporters into Kremlin mouthpieces, 
Stalin imposed the most draconian controls – unbending censorship, 
no visits to the battle front, and a ban on contact with ordinary 
citizens.  
 
This book for the first time explores how war correspondents were 
both bullied and pampered in the gilded cage of the Metropol 
Hotel. They enjoyed lavish supplies of caviar and had their choice of 
young women to employ as translators and share their beds. On the 
surface, this regime served Stalin well: his plans to control Eastern 
Europe as a Sovietised ‘outer empire’ were never reported and the 
most outrageous Soviet lies went unchallenged.  
 
But beneath the surface the Metropol was a ferment of journalistic 
and amorous intrigue. While some of the translators turned 
journalists into robotic conveyors of Kremlin propaganda, others 
were secret dissidents who whispered to reporters the reality of 
Soviet life and were punished with sentences in the Gulag. Through 
the use of British archives and Soviet sources, the unique role of the 
women of the Metropol, both as consummate propagandists and 
secret dissenters, is told for the first time.   
 
At the end of the war when Lenin returned to Red Square, the 

reporters went home, but the memory of Stalin’s ruthless control of 

the wartime narrative lived on in the Kremlin.  The Stalinist themes 

in the book – the weaponization of disinformation,  the falsification 

of history, the moving of borders and neutralisation of independent 

states – will be understood by every reader as stemming from the 

same mindset that launched Putin’s attack on Ukraine.  

Alan Philps served as Moscow correspondent for Reuters and the 

Daily Telegraph at various times from 1979 to 1994 and has been a 

regular visitor to Russia since then. He has been foreign editor of the 

Telegraph and Editor of The World Today, the Chatham House 

magazine. His book, The Boy from Baby House 10, captured the 

mood of Russia in the 1990s through the experience of an abandoned 

child. It has been translated into five languages,  turned into an NBC 

TV documentary and the film rights are currently optioned by 

Footprint Films.  
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THE DAUGHTER OF AUSCHWITZ 
Tova Friedman & Malcolm Brabant 

 
An incredible story of courage, resilience and survival. 
 
'I am a survivor. That comes with a survivor's obligation to 
represent one and half million Jewish children murdered by the 
Nazis. They cannot speak. So I must speak on their behalf.’ 
 
Tova Friedman was one of the youngest people to emerge from 

Auschwitz. After surviving the liquidation of the Jewish ghetto in 

Central Poland where she lived as a toddler, Tova was four when 
she and her parents were sent to a Nazi labour camp, and almost six 

when she and her mother were forced into a packed cattle truck and 

sent to Auschwitz II, also known as the Birkenau extermination 
camp, while her father was transported to Dachau. 

 

During six months of incarceration in Birkenau, Tova witnessed 
atrocities that she could never forget, and experienced numerous 

escapes from death. She is one of a handful of Jews to have entered 

a gas chamber and lived to tell the tale. 
 

As Nazi killing squads roamed Birkenau before abandoning the 
camp in January 1945, Tova and her mother hid among corpses. 

After being liberated by the Russians they made their way back to 

their hometown in Poland. Eventually Tova's father tracked them 
down and the family was reunited. 

 
In The Daughter of Auschwitz, Tova immortalizes what she saw, to 
keep the story of the Holocaust alive, at a time when it's in danger 

of fading from memory. She has used those memories that have 

shaped her life to honour the victims. Written with award-winning 
former war reporter Malcolm Brabant, this is an extremely 

important book. Brabant's meticulous research has helped Tova 

recall her experiences in searing detail. Together they have 
painstakingly recreated Tova's extraordinary story about the world's 

worst ever crime.  

 

 
 
Tova Friedman is 83 years old, and lives in Highland Park New 

Jersey. She is revered as one of the youngest survivors of Auschwitz 

and as a campaigner against anti-Semitism. Tova is a retired therapist, 
and The Daughter of Auschwitz will be her first book for the trade.  

 

Co-author Malcolm Brabant is an award-winning British former war 
correspondent, who witnessed genocide in Bosnia. His forensic 

probing of Tova’s memories, and vivid writing style, bring the 

Holocaust back to life, at a time when hate is on the rise around the 
world, and history’s worst crime is fading from memory. He is now a 

Foreign Correspondent for PBS, with several gongs to his name. 
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WHAT’S  YOUR  VIBE 
Turning Into Your Best Life 
Craig David 
  
This book will touch on Craig’s rise, his fall, what has shaped him 
over the years both musically and in his body and soul; and since 
his return from Miami, the ways in which he has re-shaped 
himself, his music and how he lives his life. For, along the way, 
Craig has had to confront and accept his struggles with mental 
health, which has meant not only re-winding to look at what 
needs changing within and outside himself, but also re-examining 
what it is to be a man in today’s society. And having never told 
his story in full, Craig is delighted to be ready to share it with his 
existing fan-base and ever-growing new fans, now spanning two 
or more generations. This will be an intimate, accessible, 
thoughtful and revelatory memoir, taking the reader to places 
they will be very glad to go…  
 
Craig David MBE is a British singer, songwriter, rapper, DJ and 
record producer who rose to fame in 1999, featuring on the 
single "Re-Rewind" by Artful Dodger. David's debut studio 
album, Born to Do It, was released in 2000, after which he has 
released a further five studio albums and worked with a variety of 
artists such as Sting, Tinchy Stryder, Big Narstie, Kano and Jay 
Sean. David has 20 UK Top 40 singles, and seven UK Top 40 
albums, selling over 15,000,000 records worldwide as a solo artist.  
 
Over his career, Craig has racked up an astounding 23 UK top 40 
singles, nine UK top 40 albums, amassed over 5 billion streams 
worldwide and has achieved multi-platinum status in more than 
20 countries around the world in his career. With two UK 
Number 1 albums under his belt, he has also received multiple 
BRIT Award and Grammy nominations, 4 MOBO Awards, as 
well as becoming a 3 times Ivor Novello Award winner.  
 
As one of the UK’s most loved artists, Craig has remained at the 
helm of his own unique, authentically British sound. A sound 
that made waves across the globe, making him the voice of one 
of the most pivotal eras in UK music, and in turn, making him 
one of the most successful artists in UK chart history. 20 years 
since the critically-acclaimed album, Born to Do It changed his 
life, Craig has catapulted back into the charts and into the 
nation’s hearts with a string of hits and a Number 1 album 
marking the beginning of his triumphant return - his latest two 
albums, Following my Intuition and The Time is Now have 
since gone on to amass over 1.5 billion streams alone. And since 
his renaissance, Craig has been ever-present on the airwaves, TV 
screens and the live circuit and during lockdown has been 
releasing new music directly to his fans and singing live to the 
nation.   
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READY STEADY GO 
My Unstoppable Journey in Dance 
Oakenfold 
 
The long-awaited autobiography from the first superstar DJ – 
a dance odyssey from New York and London to Ibiza, Goa 
and beyond. 
 
Get behind the decks with Paul Oakenfold, legendary DJ, 
dance music pioneer and the man responsible for the biggest 

dance trends of the past 30 years. 
 
Follow Paul’s journey from his musical baptism in 1980s 
New York to seminal club nights in London and a legendary 
trip to Ibiza that introduced him to trance and changed the 
face of dance music forever. 
 
A breathless adventure through music where iconic mixes, 
epic club nights, press hate campaigns, multi-million record 
sales and the biggest artists in the world combine in a story 
of dance, trance, excess and success. 
 
From underground clubs to DJ sets on Mount Everest, 
Oakenfold recounts the highs and lows of a career at the 
beating heart of dance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Oakenfold needs no introduction. From pretty much 
inventing trance music, to writing the Big Brother theme 
tune, from producing Madonna, U2 and Michael Jackson, 
composing the soundtrack for The Bourne Identity and being 
named Number 1 DJ in the world twice, Paul’s career has 
been as diverse as it has been successful.  
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SURVIVING TO DRIVE 
A Year in Formula One 
Guenther Steiner 
 
Guenther Steiner is one of F1’s biggest and best-
known characters, who is also now known to 
millions because of his show-stealing appearances 
on Netflix’s hugely popular fly on the wall series, 
Drive to Survive.  
  
In Surviving to Drive Guenther will take us behind 
the scenes and into the pitlane to give the reader an 
unobstructed view of life in an F1 team, for the 
entirety of a season.   
  
This will be the first time that an F1 Team has 
allowed an acting team principal to tell the full story 
of a whole season. And 2021-22 promises to be a 
tumultuous and fascinating season, as the new rule 
changes come into place, levelling the playing field 
for the benefit of smaller, indie teams like Haas.   
  
Guenther Steiner is a cult hero: knowledgeable, 
passionate, approachable, joyfully eccentric and 
unashamedly honest and outspoken.  
  
Surviving to Drive will a fascinating and hugely 
entertaining and insightful account of the realities of 
running an F1 team. Written as a weekly diary and 
in real time, Surviving to Drive will be an 
emotional roller-coaster worthy of the most 
dramatic Grand Prix. Uncompromising and 
searingly honest, it will put the reader squarely in 
Guenther’s shoes and give then a unique 
understanding of what it takes to thrive in one of 
sport’s most coveted yet pressurised positions.  
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A MEMOIR 
Jennifer Clement 
  
Praise for the memoir Widow Basquiat: 
 
“Stunningly lyrical . . . Original, insightful, and engrossing. . . . 
While filled with pop culture anecdotes art fans might seek—Andy 
Warhol and Rene Ricard both make appearances, for instance—
Clement’s account is an honest love story above all else.”—
Publishers Weekly 
 
“Sublime, poetic…[Clement] chronicles her close friend Suzanne 
Mallouk’s love affair with Basquiat in elegant, spare, riveting 
prose…A powerful female coming of age story…A harrowing, 
beautifully told love story about two seekers colliding in a pivotal 
moment in history, and setting everything, including themselves, 
on fire.”—Rebecca Walker for NPR 

 
Clement’s fascinating and matchless memoir  covers her 
childhood at the end of a golden age in Mexico to a world 
still enveloped by the surrealists and communism with 
personalities such as Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera as well 
as the complex dictatorships and revolutions in Latin 
America.  Written in the short, poetic chapters, Clement 
also takes us to her young adulthood in New York City 
where she became a part of the NYC art scene of the early 
1980s and the world of Jean-Michel Basquiat.  This memoir 
is a prequel to Clement’s memoir Widow Basquiat on Jean-
Michel Basquiat and NYC in the early 1980s, published to 
high praise.  
  
Steven Spielberg’s has bought the movie rights to Widow 
Basquiat.    
 
 
  

Clement’s unique life joins the worlds of Frida Kahlo and 
Mexico City to the worlds of Jean-Michel Basquiat and New 
York City.  
 
Jennifer Clement is the President of PEN International and 
the first woman to be elected since the organization was 
founded. She studied English Literature and Athropology at 
New York University and also studied French Literature in 
Paris. She has an MFA in Fiction from the Stonecoast MFA 
program at USM. Her latest novel, Gun Love, was published 
in 2018.  
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DRAWN TESTIMONY 
An Artist’s Life in Court 
Jane Rosenberg 

 
When the world’s most notorious criminals face justice, there 
is no camera to record them under the white heat of trial. 
Instead, it is sketch artists who depict the courtroom dramas 
that grip the world, pencils and pastels in place of film and 
photographs.   

Jane Rosenberg has been at the heart of this story for over 40 
years, covering almost every major trial that has passed 
through the New York justice system. From mob bosses to 
fallen titans of finance, terrorists and sex abusers, corrupt cops 
and warring entertainment icons, she has drawn them all. 
Her subjects have spanned the gamut of recent criminal 
history: the crackdown on the mob, the fall and rise of Wall 
Street, the #MeToo movement, police brutality, and the 
disintegration of Trumpworld.   

In Drawn Testimony, the ‘Vermeer of villains’ shares her 
artist’s view on a rogue’s gallery: Harvey Weinstein and Bill 
Cosby, Bernie Madoff and Jeffrey Epstein, Steve Bannon and 
Stormy Daniels, El Chapo and John Gotti, Don King and 
Imelda Marcos. She reveals what it takes to record an event 
or expression that has been and gone almost before the first 
line can be sketched. And she ponders what drawing can 
uniquely reveal about the criminal personalities that are such 
a perennial source of grim horror and human fascination.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Rosenberg has been a court sketch artist for over four 
decades and has attended some of the most high-profile trials 
of the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries. She is the in-
house artist at Reuters, and her drawings have regularly 
appeared on major networks including CBS, ABC, CNN, 
NBC and Fox. Her work is in the permanent collection of the 
Library of Congress, the Museum of Television and Radio, 
Museum of the Constitution in Philadelphia, and The 
National September 11 Memorial Museum. Drawn 
Testimony is her first narrative book for the trade. 
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DON’T TALK! LISTEN! 
Learning to Bridge the Great Divide 
Deeyah Khan 
 
We live in a divided world,  all of us existing in our separate silos of 
hope and fears. Thanks to technology we have unparalleled access to 
the world. And while that creates huge opportunities, what it has 
done has reinforced our ability to become even more  divided. 
Rather than getting closer to each other, we’re pulling further apart. 
Anyone who's different is the enemy. 
 
I am part of that difference - a child of Sunni Muslim parents 
growing up in modern Norway.   From the beginning of my life, 
I've learnt the consequences of the divisions that come between us. 
I've always had to find a way to absorb those differences, to try and 
connect those worlds. I have spent the last decade making 
documentaries about extremists, be they former radicalised British 
Muslims, or American white supremacists –and it’s through them 
that I’ve learnt about humanity, about myself – and how to listen. 
 
Listening is the beginning of any positive communication. Listening 
is about relationships – how you relate to other people, how you 
relate to the world around you and how you relate to yourself.  It’s 
not about talking.   It’s about taking the patience to listen. 
 
This book explores how we might all learn to listen -  how we 
might bridge our differences instead of amplifying them. As well as 
calling on my own experiences,  I’m going to 
be interviewing teachers, marriage counsellors, psychotherapists such 
as Philippa Perry, hostage negotiators such as Chris Voss, the former 
President of Ireland Mary Robinson,  Leymah Gbowee, the Liberian 
Peace Activist, and Dr Lisa Feldman Barrett, the world renowned 
neuroscientist, amongst others. I am going to explore why we don’t 
want to listen, and why when we do listen, very often we 
don’t hear.   
 
But perhaps most of all it will be reflection of what and how I have 
learnt, as an activist, a businesswoman, a UNESCO goodwill 
ambassador and most recently  mother.  
 
Whoever we are, whatever we do, we all have to listen. 

 
The winner of over 30 film awards, for over ten years Deeyah Khan 

has been making documentaries covering some of the most important 

and polarising issues confronting the world today; extremism, violence 

against women, inequality, racism and social exclusion. In 2012 her 

first film Banaz: A Love Story won the Emmy Award for Best 

International Documentary. Her second documentary  Jihad -a story 

of the others, was nominated for a BAFTA  and her 2017 film White 

Right: Meeting the Enemy won an  Emmy for the Best International 

Current Affairs Documentary. This is her first book. 

46 



 

 

SPEAKING AND BEING 
Kübra Gümüsay   
 

‘An act of liberation - and a clever essay of literary quality and political 

strength.’ _ NZZ am Sonntag  

 

‘Precise, clever and extremely readable ... an important, thought-

provoking commentary. Gumusay's passionate plea for a new, free 

language and a new, free way of thinking questions the status quo.’_ 

Aachener Nachrichten  

 

‘A polemical plea for a new use of language in public discourse. A 

polemic, however, that counteracts the battle cries with a personal tone 

and an inviting gesture to start a dialogue.’_ Deutschlandfunk  

 

‘A reckoning with our linguistic habits.’ _  Zeit  
 

*International bestseller, sold over 120.000 copies in Germany* 
 

Language opens up our world, and in the same instant, limits it. What 
does it mean to exist in a language that was never meant for you to 
speak? Why are we missing certain words? How can we talk about 
our communal problems without fuelling them? What does it actually 
mean to speak freely? 
 
As a writer and activist fighting for equality, Kübra Gümüsay has been 

thinking about these questions for many years. In this book she 

explores how language shapes our thinking and determines our 

politics. She shows how people become invisible as individuals when 

they are always seen as part of a group, and the way those in the 

minority often have to expend energy cleaning up the messy thinking 

of others. But she also points to how we might shape conversations to 

allow for greater ambiguity and individuality, how arguments might 

happen in a space of learning and vulnerability without sacrificing 

principles - how we might all be able to speak freely. 

 

 

Kübra Gümüsay is an award-winning writer from Germany currently 

living in Cambridge.  In Germany her book Speaking and Being sold 

over 120.000 copies and spent 13 consecutive weeks on Der 

Spiegel bestselling top10 and was shortlisted for the WBG non-fiction 

book award. Gümüşay was selected by Forbes Magazine as one of “30 

under 30” in Europe in 2018 and also co-translated Amanda Gorman’s 

poetry collection The Hill we Climb into German. 
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THE WOUNDED TIGRIS 
A River Journey through the Cradle of Civilisation  
Leon McCarron 
 
Leon McCarron has walked 3000 miles across China, 1000 
miles across the loop of the Holy Land, and now he is set to 
walk another 1000 miles to follow the path of one of the 
most important and most ancient of the world’s rivers, 
the Tigris. 
  
This is the story not only of the river, but of civilisation… 
of peoples who are seeing their way of life disappear and 
being changed forever… a journey on the dying breath of a 
river. A story of ancient place and modern times. 
  
The minute lockdown is lifted, Leon and his photography 
partner Emily Garthwaite are ready to begin this 
extraordinary voyage, to present a unique record, and to tell 
the stories of places almost destroyed by war and greed. 

Leon McCarron is a writer, broadcaster and explorer from 
Northern Ireland. He is a Fellow of both the Royal 
Geographical Society and the Abraham Path Initiative. In 
the last decade he has travelled over 35,000 miles by human
-power, including crossing China on foot, cycling from 
New York to Hong Kong and paddling Iran’s longest river. 
Leon is the author of two books. His first, ‘The Road 
Headed West’, was an Amazon Top 10 Bestseller, and ‘The 
Land Beyond’ was shortlisted for both the Edward Stanford 
Travel Book of the Year and the Travel book of the year at 
the Banff Mountain Book competition. He has presented 
films for the BBC and National Geographic and produced 
four independent feature films. He has bylines for National 
Geographic, New Scientist, The Guardian and The Sunday 
Times, and has reported for BBC Radio 4’s 'From Our 
Own Correspondent' from the West Bank, Iraq, and 
Socotra.  



 

 

FEIJOA 
A History of Plants, People, Obsession and 
Belonging 
Kate Evans 

 
Through the story of a single, exotic fruit and a personal obsession
-a story that spans four continents and hundreds of years-Feijoa is 
a sweeping, global tale about the dance between people and 
plants, how we need each other, how we change each other, and 
the surprising ways certain species worm their way into our 
imaginations, our stomachs, and our hearts.    
 
Of the world’s roughly 30,000 edible plant species, only around 
150 are now cultivated for human consumption. Most of those 
were domesticated hundreds or thousands of years ago but Feijoas 
are among only a handful of plants that have made this journey 
from the wild to the orchard in the last few generations, providing 
a rare opportunity to watch, up close, the myriad ways plants 
seduce us.  
 
Following this one globetrotting tree, we examine what plants 
have meant to people, and vice versa, across time: as food, as 
medicine, as spoils of colonisation, as resistance, as objects of 
desire, as symbols of local or national identity, while tracing its 
roots from the Brazilian highlands to storied gardens in France, 
kitchens in Georgia, and the streets of suburban New Zealand.  
 
Feijoa is a book about connection. Between people and plants, 
between individuals, between cultures, across disciplines— it 
celebrates the ways our lives and loves intersect in surprising ways. 
The book has been vividly reported on the ground in seven 
countries on four continents over almost a decade of meticulous 
research.  
 
In telling the story of the feijoa, and the human lives that have 

entangled with it in a wide variety of ways, it shines a slantwise 

green light on all plants, and all of us. 

 

Kate Evans is an award-winning journalist and nature writer from 

New Zealand. Her work has been published in The Guardian, The 

Observer, Scientific American, National Geographic, Undark, and 

BioGraphic. She is a regular contributor to New Zealand 

Geographic magazine and has won multiple national media awards 

for science and environmental journalism and feature writing.  She 

has also worked as a television producer and video journalist for the 

BBC, ABC, TVNZ, and the Washington Post, reporting from 

West Africa, Indonesia, the Whanganui River and the 2019 

Christchurch mosque shootings.  
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AMAZON UNCHARTED 
A Journey of Discovery in One of the Last 
Unexplored Wildernesses on Earth 
Lucy Shepherd 

 
Amazon Uncharted is both an epic voyage into nature, and an 
incredibly personal story of human connection, involving love, loss 
and mighty adventure in one of the last unexplored places on our 
planet, the Kanuku Mountains. 
 
Considered to be one of the most challenging overland jungle 
expeditions undertaken in modern times, Amazon Uncharted tells 
the extraordinary story of Lucy Shepherd’s expedition, as she, and 
her team of indigenous tribesmen, hacked, crawled, climbed, 
waded and swam through the unforgiving, thick and mountainous 
rainforest over an unbroken chain of unrelenting, sheer 4000ft 
mountains for an unimaginable 50 days, using little more than 50-
year-old maps to navigate.   
 
As a young female explorer in a male-dominated world, Lucy has 
endured over a decade of assumptions about her ability and 
strength and stamina, and this was no exception. The harrowing 
journey was considered to be impossible by many, foolish by some 
and Lucy was warned that she would never return. But they defied 
all expectations and led my team to victory where no human had 
ever been before. 
 
The horrors that we suffered were unimaginable. Every single day 
they faced life-threatening situations: capsizing in raging rapids 
filled with huge caiman, escaping up trees from hundreds of 
aggressive boars, fending off thousands of venomous whistling 
snakes, running out of food,  suffering skin infections, being 
attacked by giant swarming wasps or coming face to face with head
-crushing jaguars.  
 
This is a story of trust, perseverance, legacy, preservation and the 
pursuit of dreams: a play whose stage is simultaneously life-
threatening and threatened by naïve human consumption. At its 
core, this is a call to embrace the adventure within us all, and a 
reminder of humanity’s place as a steward of the awe-inspiring 
natural world upon which we rely. 
 
 
 

 
At only 29, Lucy Shepherd is fast-becoming one of our 
leading explorers. She has led exhibitions all around the world. 
She and her team were the first ever to cross the entire range 
of the Kanuku mountains in Guyana. She is currently in the 
Arctic as is planning another epic Amazon journey.  
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TWELVE MOONS 

Caro Fentiman 
 
BBC COUNTRYFILE NEW NATURE WRITER OF THE 
YEAR 2021 
 
Compelling, honest and liberating, Twelve Moons is a wholly 
original debut by a major new talent. Grown from a very personal 
story in a very specific place, but also bathed in the light and the 
water that links us all, Twelve Moons will immediately appeal to 
readers of The Outrun, The Salt Path or The Wild Remedy. It’s a 
book that falls within a tradition of strong female voices – people 
who are daughters, mothers, sisters, carers – but, centrally, people 
that are themselves on a journey to find their own identity. As 
much as the wilds of nature, this book speaks to the wild within – 
our own personal hinterlands and our first steps out into the 
natural world around us. 
 
Set against wide beaches and ancient hills, Twelve Moons is a 
book steeped in nature. It is reflective and urgent, gentle and 
fierce. 
 
Centered around a coastal town in Northumberland, Twelve 
Moons  is an honest appraisal of the realities of motherhood, but 
also a glistening portrayal of the tiny acts of love that offer the 
author hope on a daily basis during the one of the most 
challenging years of her life. It is about how she learns to call a 
place ‘home’. With her tribe of four daughters, she learns to revel 
in big skies and wild sea. But within this soaring landscape, Twelve 
Moons also documents the claustrophobia of living alone with 
many children on the edge of nowhere.  
 
In Twelve Moons Caro Fentiman is writing the domestic, 

revealing the woman she is behind the mother, writing herself 

back onto the page after years of being lost inside a difficult 

relationship and many babies. In another year when women were 

once more told how to behave, Twelve Moons lifts the lid on the 

simmering power that lies in the lost stories of women. Caro seeks 

to understand where these women have gone and to ensure that 

her voice is not another one that falls between the cracks.  

 

 

 

Caro Fentiman is a writer based in Northumberland. Her words are 

inspired by her local landscape, the wide empty beaches and the 

Cheviot Hills. She writes honestly about what it means to be a 

woman, a mother and a carer and about the value in taking the road 

less travelled. 
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THE VET AT THE END OF THE EARTH 

Jonathan Hollins 
 
English vet Jonathan Hollins lives and works on the colourful 
islands of the South Atlantic, where the wild and wonderful 
native animals stretch his professional skills to meet unique 
and bewildering demands. The Vet At The End of the Earth 
pulls together some of Jonathan’s most colourful and bizarre 
cases and experiences, from the complexities of looking after 
the world’s oldest known living land animal (Jonathon the 
giant tortoise), pursuing a seemingly mythical beast, and 
rescuing a herd of dying reindeer, through to winching bulls 
off a sea-tossed fishing vessel, using the last true Royal Mail 
Ship as an ark, and treating terminally ill Patagonian 
Toothfish.  
 
As well as teeming with strange and brilliant creatures, his 
stories are steeped in local culture and history, and peopled 
by the uniquely diverse characters that populate the islands, as 
far removed from the hustle and bustle of modern-day life as 
could be imagined. The British Overseas Territories of the 
South Atlantic are a diverse group of island nations scattered 

through the heart of the ocean, from the tropics to the sub-
Antarctic, each with its own colourful stamp of existence in 
the modern world, moulded by vastly differing geographies 
and histories: The Falklands, a sprawling archipelago rich in 
astounding wildlife and bountiful in fish, the cindery island of 
Ascension, a military base teeming with land crabs and 
turtles, the solitary Saint Helena, and the remotest inhabited 
island in the world, Tristan da Cunha, a pure maritime 
community of barely 250 people, carving out a life on the 
edge of an active volcano. 
 
Jonathan’s nail-biting, hilarious and moving exploits promise 
to captivate anyone with a love for animals, nature, biology 
or geography, and will transport you to parts of the world – 
and parts of the animal kingdom – that you’d never 
imagined.  

 

 

 

Jonathan Hollins is a practicing veterinary surgeon and has 

made half-hour travel programmes for the BBC about 

Ethiopia, Tristan da Cunha and St Helena. He has also written 

four short story radio dramas for the BBC and factual articles 

for the British broadsheet newspapers. 
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WHAT WE WANT 

A Journey Through Twelve of Our Deepest 
Desires 

Charlotte Fox Weber 
 
Chloe is beautiful and fiercely bright, but her thirst for booze 
and attention is insatiable. 

 
Sara resents being tied down to anything, but part of her 
craves stability. 

 
Elliot is secretly grieving the death of his famous lover and 
feels like he's invisible. 

 

The lives and problems of psychotherapist Charlotte Fox 

Weber's clients vary, but all are united by a common 

question: what do I really want? 

 

In What We Want, Charlotte Fox Weber takes us on a 

journey through twelve universal wants and desires, bringing 

us behind the closed doors of her practice. It is at once a fly-

on-the-wall look at what binds us all, an expression of the 

profound importance of understanding and articulating our 

desires, and a practical toolkit for living well.  

 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte Fox Weber grew up in Connecticut and Paris, and 
went to the University of Bristol, where she studied English 
and Philosophy. She did her psychotherapy training at the 
Tavistock & Portman Trust, the Institute of Psychoanalysis, 
WPF, and Regent's University. She is registered and 
accredited by the UK Council for Psychotherapy (UKCP), 
and she is a registered member of the British Association of 
Counselling & Psychotherapy (MBACP). Charlotte founded 
The School of Life Psychotherapy in 2015, and now works in 
private practice. She is also a trustee on the board of the Josef 
and Anni Albers Foundation. What We Want is her first book 
for the trade. 

53 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Adam Gauntlett 
 
UK publisher: Wildfire 
 
UK editor: Alex Clarke 
 
US publisher: Atria 
 
US editor: Trish Todd 
 
Publication date: August 
2022 
 
Page extent: 352 
 
Rights sold: 
Chinese (China Machine Press) 
Dutch (Ten Have) 
French (Michel-Lafon/Elsa 

Lafon)  
German (Droemer Knaur) 
Hebrew (Tchelet Books) 
Lithuanian (Vaga) 
Romania (Litera) 
Russian (Alpina) 
Taiwanese (ACME) 
Turkish (Ithaki) 
Ukrainian (FLC) 

 
Japanese co-agent:  
Japan Uni 



 

 

(UN)STUCK 
Break the Patters that Don’t Work for You and Make 
Change for Good 
Dr Sophie Mort 

 
‘Clear, accessible, wise advice for modern minds’ – Matt Haig 
 
‘Crucial and life changing’ -Scarlett Curtis 
 
‘Absolutely brilliant. A gold mind of coping skills to get us 

through life.’ -Dr Julie Smith 

 
Have you ever felt like you are living life on repeat? Doing 
the same things over and over but in different areas of your 
life? Do you make yearly resolutions only to slip back into 
your old ways, procrastinate with a looming deadline, date 
people with the same traits and worry about the same things? 
 
If you answered yes to any of those questions, you are 
normal.  
Humans unwittingly repeat patterns day in day out. These 

patterns, when working in our favour, are how we get 
through the day without collapsing under the weight of 
constant decisions. But life on autopilot isn’t perfect and 
spotting our own patters isn’t always easy. 
 
Clinical psychologist and bestselling author of A Manual For 

Being Human, Dr Sophie Mort, shows you how to recognise 

the patterns that are keeping you stuck- in work, in health, in 

love, and in worry, and make a change for good. Blending 

cutting edge research with case studies and practical solutions, 

this book shows you you’re not alone and you can get 

unstuck.  

 
 
 
 
Dr Sophie Mort (aka Dr Soph) is a clinical psychologist 

working to overcome the barriers that currently exist in 

mental health by taking psychology out of the therapy room, 

making it accessible and easy to understand whoever and 

wherever you are. Her first book, the Sunday Times 

Bestseller A Manual For Being Human, was published in 

2021. 
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POOR LITTLE SICK GIRLS 
Celebrating, Femininity, Fatness, Illness and Life  
Ione Gamble 
 
Poor Little Sick Girls is about what it's like to be at the 
centre of a feminist movement that has no real place for 
you. What being a fat, unwell, perpetually exhausted 
woman means in a culture that celebrates wellness, body 
positivity, and the hustle.  
 

Ione turns her sharp, pop-culture obsessed eye to our 
current fixation on identity politics, personal branding, 
productivity, and #LivingYourBestLife in this relentlessly 
insightful collection of essays. From her complex 
relationship with self care (bejewelled fake nails were a light 
at the end of the medication tunnel) to how the 
gross girls of horror films became her heroines, our 
fetishisation of the right kind of female illness (thin, pale, 
white, submissive), to the dark side of coping mechanisms 
and why it is in fact okay to spend a lot of time in bed.  
 
Poor Little Sick Girls picks apart the apparently benign 
threads of a very troubled cultural moment and charts the 
history of how we got there.  
 
With shades of Shrill and Bad Feminist but ultimately 

entirely its own, Poor Little Sick Girls is a brilliantly 

nuanced exploration of our obsession with optimisation, as 

viewed through the internet, from a sick bed.  

Ione Gamble is an editor and writer based in London. She is 
the Founding editor-in-chief of Polyester zine and the host 
of The Polyester Podcast.   
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IS THIS LOVE OR DOPAMINE? 

A Deeply Unofficial Study of Dating in the 
Digital Age 

Iona David 
 
A hugely entertaining and deeply essential exploration of 
modern-day dating practices from the hilarious Iona David, 
creator of the popular Instagram account, 
@beam_me_up_softboi. 

Funny, warm and sharply observed, is This Love or 
Dopamine? looks at the many ways in which the internet 
took everything beautiful about trying to find someone to 
love, and made it very, very weird. 

Featuring real-life conversations, it discusses everything 
from making the first move, how to profess affection online, 
as well as common characters you’ll likely come across in 
your search for the one. Learn what to do if someone 
you’re dating uses the word, ‘heehee’ in a sext (run), or 
what it means when a man quotes Kerouac in his Hinge bio 
(run faster). 

More than anything, this book is a witty celebration of the 
absurdity of the endless hours, days, and excruciating 
notification-less minutes we spend trying to connect to 
another human being, and a welcome reminder that your 
glorious single self is often more than enough. 
 
 

Iona David is the creator and voice of the wildly successful 

Instagram account @beam_me_up_softboi. With over 600k 

followers and an extremely engaged international audience, 

Iona is fast becoming the voice of a very confused 

generation.  



 

 

ON THE NOSE 
A Brief Cultural History 
Dr Caro Verbeek 
 

In On the Nose: A Brief Cultural History renowned art 
historian and olfactory scientist Dr. Caro Verbeek takes us on a 
fascinating journey along the most magnificent noses of Western 
history and the present day, showing us how much the image of 

the perfect nose has changed over time.  
 
As an art history student, Verbeek encountered an enormous 
variety of magnificent noses: large and small, straight, and 

curved, flat and pointed. In many portraits striking noses turned 
out to have been further accentuated by the artist. Although 
today's ideal of beauty suggests differently, in the past a large 
nose was seen as an indicator of intellect, courage, a sign of 
character and status.  

 
Dante's death mask was manipulated to give him a real 'poet's 
nose', the depiction of Cleopatra's renowned eagle nose was a 
political strategy, and the Renaissance poet Annibale Caro 

wrote the poem Nasea, an homage to the big nose. But why 
and when have large noses gone out of fashion? And how come 
that even centuries ago people were obsessed with their nose? 
How did Barbie change the way we look at our nose and why 

are Kate Middleton and Meghan Markle’s noses so desirable? 
 
On the Nose answers these questions. It’s a highly engaging and 
well-researched tribute to the nose in all its shapes and sizes. It’s 
a vivid, vibrant exploration brimming with interesting facts, 

historical insights and curious tales and will give a much-needed 
boost to anyone who feels insecure about their nose. 

 

Dr. Caro Verbeek (1980) is an internationally renowned art 
historian and olfactory scholar from the Netherlands. She teaches 
at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, where she obtained her 
doctorate in 2021 on art-historical scents. Last year Verbeek 

started as a curator at Kunstmuseum The Hague where she 
focuses on Mondriaan and De Stijl. Her work has often been 
featured in international media such as The New York Times, 
NPR/Ted Radio Hour, The Financial Times, TEDx, The 
Times,  The Washington Post and Le Monde. She has written 
three books, mostly for museums: Escher y Sus Contemporaneos, 
2012 (Rijksmuseum, 2012), Dick Bruna: Artis(Rijksmuseum, 
2015) and Something in the Air: Scent in Art (Villa Rot, 2015). 
On the Nose is her first book for the trade. Caro Verbeek 
currently lives in Amsterdam. 
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IMAGINE A CITY 

A Pilot Sees the World 
Mark Vanhoenacker 
 
**Sunday Times Bestselling Author**  
 
Since I was a kid, I’ve had the habit of dreaming about a city 
that doesn’t exist… 
  
Mark Vanhoenacker’s fascination with cities grew along 
with his hopes of becoming a pilot. What is the city? 
What’s being said or sung or joked about at this very 
moment on a radio station there, what ruins of it will be 
unearthed or unknowingly tarmacked over tomorrow, what 
plane is climbing steadily away from it in the last light of the 
day? What is left of the city’s walls? In which months do the 
boats or the harvest arrive in from the sea or the 
countryside, how exactly, on winter nights, does the snow 
sail through the high cables and fly across the beams of 
headlights of the cars crawling over the thick dark deck of 
the city’s longest bridge?  
  
For most of his life, Mark has turned to the city he’s 
dreamed of to ask or answer these questions. Mark’s job 
takes him to many real cities, which fascinate him endlessly. 
One of the ways he processes this fascination is by idly 
retelling the story of a real city in terms of the imagined 
one.  
  
In Imagine a City, Mark shows the reader how a city, real 
or imagined can be a childhood escape from uncomfortable 
realities, a kind of urban simulation game as an adult, a vast 
mental dance floor on which to play your favourite music, 
an effective aid to sleep, or a pre-filled form for articulating 
hopes for a slightly improved or heightened urbanity. 

Mark Vanhoenacker is a Senior First Officer for British 
Airways, flying Boeing 747s to major cities around the 
world. Skyfaring , his first book about airline flying, was a 
huge international bestseller and was translated into 12 
languages  

58 



 

 

DARK PATTERNS 
The Inside Story of Booking.com 
Stijn Bronzwaer, Merijn Rengers & Joris Kooiman 

‘A classic Silicon Valley story set in the Netherlands that completely 
spins out of control. I absolutely love this book.’ - Alexander Klöpping 
(Dutch internet entrepreneur & journalist) 
 
‘In dept research combined with juicy anecdotes make this book a 
highly entertaining and insightful read, an excellent and truthful 
reconstruction of the first 25 years of Booking.com. A must-read. -
Adformatie 
 
‘A page-turning narrative that reads like a business version of Game of 
Thrones. Dark Patterns is a vivid saga starting with the intense time 
shortly after the millennium. Do read this book.’   - Het Laatste 
Nieuws 
 
This is the never-before told story of Booking.com, one of the most 
powerful and successful travel companies in the world.  Dark Patterns 
shows how Booking.com went from Dutch startup to global giant - a 
fascinating story about explosive growth and how an idea by a group 
of Dutch students in the late 1990’s conquered the world,  and 
remains still the biggest hotel booking platform out there. How did 
they do this? Why do we know so little about them, and what can we 
learn from the Dutch pragmatism that was so key to their success? 
  
The 3 authors – senior investigative, tech and finance journalists at the 
Dutch newspaper NRC Handelsblad – dove deep into the company 
over the last two years to provide an unvarnished portrait of it. It’s an 
inspiring business story telling us everything we need to know about 
the history, expansion and major personalities of the company. But it’s 
also a revealing tale of broken friendships, greed, secrecy and betrayal. 
A company blindly focused on “growth first” soon began neglecting 
its people, and became a toxic workplace rife with mental health 
problems and sexual misconduct. The company was involved in an 
espionage scandal, clashed repeatedly with authorities (tax offices, 
European regulators and advertising commissions) and most recently 
sparked national outrage when, at the beginning of the pandemic it 
accepted government support to fund bonuses of top management 
staff. Despite its much-used internal motto ‘we are just a website’ the 
company has become far more than that. 
 
Dark Patterns is a vivid, anecdote-filled page-turner that delves deep 

inside a company with colossal power. It’s a thrilling story of Dutch 

efficiency versus the perils of market dominance and leaves the reader 

impressed and shocked at the same time. 

 

Stijn Bronzwaer (tech journalist), Merijn Rengers (investigative 

journalist) and Joris Kooiman (financial journalist) are editors at the 

major Dutch newspaper NRC Handelsblad. 
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THE DIGITAL REPUBLIC 
How to Govern and Take Back Contol of 
Technology  
Jamie Susskind 
 
‘What to do with Big Tech is one of the enduring questions of today. 
In The Digital Republic, Jamie Susskind argues that it is time to deal 
with 'the unaccountable power of digital technology' and offers a 
primer of how law and governance could be harnessed to reshape Big 
Tech’ Financial Times 
 
‘The Digital Republic highlights what is at stake amidst digital 
disruption: the very foundations of our open, rules-based 
democracies. By focusing back on core principles such as legitimacy, 
accountability and countervailing powers, Susskind finds inspiration to 
secure what should not be disrupted, and reimagines the role of laws 
in a digitized, global context.’ Marietje Schaake, international policy 
director at Stanford University's Cyber Policy Center  
 
A FINANCIAL TIMES HIGHLIGHT FOR 2022 
 
The time has come to deal with the unaccountable power of digital 
technology. Early efforts at regulation have been confused, 
contradictory and often counterproductive. No single person or 
government has a plan of action. 
 
In The Digital Republic, acclaimed author and barrister Jamie 
Susskind tackles one of the biggest political and social questions of 
our time. He explores how developments in AI, big data, social 
media and other technologies are having a profound effect on 
politics - and what that means for our societies. The Digital 
Republic is a call for political change, touching on the deepest issues 
of who we are and what we value most. He will take readers on a 
journey through a new system of ideas and governance - a digital 
republic - offering a vision of a world that is freer and fairer than our 
own. 
 
With a truly global outlook, Susskind's work is steeped in the 
tradition of republican thought, from ancient Greece and Rome to 
revolutionary France, illuminated by the most charismatic thinkers 
and ideas in European political history. Inspired by the great political 
essays of the past, from Rousseau's 'Social Contract', Mill's 'On 
Liberty' and Hamilton and Madison's 'Federalist Papers', The Digital 
Republic is a landmark work that will challenge us as we look 
towards the future.  

Jamie Susskind is a practising barrister and an author. He received the 
highest First in his year from the University of Oxford and has held 
two fellowships at Harvard University. Aged 30, the Evening Standard 
has written of Jamie that he, “could be one of the great public 
intellectual rock stars of our time”. The central concern of Jamie’s 
work is that advances in digital technology are transforming the way 
humans live together, but that we are not yet ready - intellectually or 
practically - for the changes that are taking place. 
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BAD DATA 
How Governments, Politicians and the Rest of Us 
Get Misled by Numbers 
Georgina Sturge 

 
Not all statistics are created equal. Take a look behind the 
scenes and you’ll discover that even most official data isn’t 
the solid bedrock we think it is. It’s patchy, inconsistent, full 
of guesswork and uncertainty – and it’s playing an ever-
bigger role in policy decisions. 
 
Bad Data takes the reader on that behind-the-scenes journey, 
guided by House of Commons Library statistician Georgina 
Sturge. Revealing the secrets of a world that is usually closed 
off, it will show how governments of the past and present 
have been led astray by bad data and explain why it is so hard 
to count and measure things, and how we could better 
handle these problems. 
 
Discover how one Hungarian businessman’s bright idea 
caused half a million people to go missing from UK 
migration statistics. Find out why it’s possible for two 
politicians to disagree over whether poverty has gone up or 
down, using the same official numbers, and for both to be 
right at the same time. And hear about how policies like ID 
cards, super-casinos and stopping ex-convicts from 
reoffending failed to live up to their promise because they 
were based on shaky data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Georgina Sturge is one of a team of senior statisticians at the 
House of Commons Library, who advise Members of 
Parliament on the use of statistics and carry out research for 
them. Sturge is an advisor to the Office for National Statistics 
and the University of Oxford’s Migration Observatory. Prior 
to working at Parliament, she worked as a primary researcher 
in the fields of global development, international migration, 
social security, poverty and inequality. She has helped design 
and carry out primary data collection through large-scale 
population surveys in several countries. 
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TO BE OR NOT  TO BE 
A Short History of Six Words 
Michael Caines 

 
This is a book about six little words: OK, four little words, two of 
them repeated. 
 
In Act 3 Scene 1 of the famous tragedy that bears his name, the 
avenging prince Hamlet makes a speech that has become one of 
the most celebrated, repeated, studied, parodied and adapted 

passages in all literature. To be or not to be – that is the question.  
 
Anybody who recognizes those opening words probably knows 
how the line continues, and maybe even how it goes on from 
there (Whether ’tis nobler in the mind . . .). Over time, images 
and ideas from the rest of this soliloquy have taken on a life of 
their own in the popular imagination (what dreams may come; 
aye, there’s the rub; the undiscovered country). Any actor who 
plays Hamlet on stage has to confront, in this moment, the very 
heart of the character and the dark depths of Shakespeare’s vision 
of human nature. 
 
At the same time, perhaps this great speech is now too familiar for 
its own good. Parodies abound, implying how nonchalantly 
familiar with it we have become. (By all means, wear your “To 
beer or not to beer?” T-shirt while reading Pamela Butchart’s To 
Wee Or Not To Wee to the kids.) In the theatre, desperate 
measures are sometimes needed to keep “To be or not to be” fresh 
and interesting. When Benedict Cumberbatch played Hamlet on 
stage, five years ago, he got the soliloquy over and done at the very 
beginning of the performance. 
 
In a span of no more than 50,000 words, and building its argument 
through a series of short, punchy sections, this book aims to 
explore and celebrate these many popular variations on a noble 
theme, as well as tracing this soliloquy’s origins and its meaning for 
Shakespeare’s contemporaries. It would also seek to show that 
there is something else, something easily missed, about why “To 
be or not to be” is significant.  
 
A playful and entertaining celebration of the life and after-life of 
perhaps the most famous six little words in the English language.  
 
 

 
Michael Caines works for the Times Literary Supplement and is the 
author of Shakespeare and the Eighteenth Century (Oxford 
University Press, 2013). He has also edited two TLS anthologies of 
writings on Shakespeare (in 2003 and 2017), and co-founded the 
Brixton Review of Books in 2018. 
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THE PIANO PLAYER OF BUDAPEST 
Roxanne de Bastion 
 
The Piano Player of Budapest is a tale of survival, hope and 
music, and how these things are intrinsically linked.  It 
explores the ways in which trauma is passed on through 
generations and in turn, shapes the choices we make and the 
tunes we play. 
 
When her father died, singer songwriter, Roxanne de 

Bastion inherited a piano she knew had been in her family 
for decades; a piano with teeth marks on the top right 
corner, where her dad used to gnaw at the wood when he 
was a child. Years later, she’d play hide and seek underneath 
it, soaking up the sounds before her hands were large 
enough to reach a fifth.  
 
To make sense of her loss, de Bastion starts to explore the 
piano’s history and, inevitably, that of her family. It is a 
recording of her grandfather Stephen de Bastion (born 
Istvan Bastyai) playing one of his own compositions on that 
piano that prompts her to find out more about his music 
career in the 1930s and leads her to uncover an incredulous 
story.  
 
The story follows Stephen from his days as a musician in 
Hungary, to his bid for survival after he is left to die as a 
forced labourer in Siberia, through to imprisonment in 
concentration camps and back again. It is a miraculous 
survival story of an instrument and its custodian. By piecing 
together recordings, unpublished memoirs, letters and 
documents, de Bastion brings to life the story of her 
grandfather, and the piano she now plays.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
Brought up between Berlin and the West Midlands, 
Roxanne de Bastion, is an acclaimed singer-songwriter, with 
two albums released to date. She sits on the board of the 
Featured Artist Coalition, alongside Radiohead’s Ed O’Brien 
and Dave Rowntree of Blur, and has created FM2U, a music 
conference for musicians, to empower and educate, as well as 
to create a strong community of artist entrepreneurs. She 
currently lives in London.  
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STAKED AGAINST US 
Sabrina Cohen-Hatton 
 
Staked Against Us will be a deep dive into the gender bias 
that surrounds success – and a rallying cry to change our 
perceptions of successful women.   
  
Through an exploration of the gender bias that affects the 
way our actions are judged, Dr. Sabrina Cohen-Hatton will 
use both psychological research and personal narrative to 

provide insights into the basis for the disparities between the 
way the same actions are judged differently depending on 
our gender – and in doing so, will challenge our perceptions 
of the qualities needed to be a successful woman.  Dr 
Cohen-Hatton’s studies have received worldwide acclaim. 
She applies expert research skills and understanding of 
human psychology to Staked Against Us to lift the lid on 
how deeply ingrained gender stereotypes underlie the 
everyday interactions that women experience negatively, 
but often wrongly blame themselves for, which feed self-
limiting beliefs.  
  
Told in the first person, from the perspective of a female 
leader in a male-dominated profession, it sits alongside other 
‘expert’ narrative, feminist, and non-fiction titles such 
as Invisible Women and Men Who Hate Women. The 
focus on every day, relatable experiences aim to encourage 
women to reconsider their perspectives of the behaviours 
and actions they are criticised for. This builds on the 
approach of books such as How to Fail, by complementing 
the everyday experience by offering a more expert narrative 
drawing directly on data and research. 
 

 
 
 
Sabrina Cohen-Hatton, is one of the most senior woman fire 
officers in the world. After leaving home at 15 and school at 
16, she overcame extreme personal adversity and a period of 
homelessness and began her career as a firefighter. She holds a 
Masters in International Fire Service Development and a 
PhD in Behavioural Neuroscience. And is recognised as a 
leading international expert on risk-critical decision-making 
in extreme situations. She has presented her work all over the 
world and used her research to change deeply ingrained 
national policy. As a Chief Fire Officer, she has attained the 
highest rank possible in the UK. 
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PRESENCE 
The Strange Science and True Stories of the Unseen 
Others 
Ben Alderson-Day 
 
Presence tells the story of one of the most unusual 
experiences known to humankind: the feeling that someone 
or something is there, without being seen or heard. From 
the psychiatric clinic to the frozen Antarctic; from the 
boundaries of sleep to the wastelands of grief, feelings of 
presence tread silently through all our lives. These 
experiences have been given many names – the Third Man, 
guardian angels, shadow figures, “social” hallucinations – 
and they have inspired, unsettled, and confounded in equal 
measure. While the contexts in which they occur are 
diverse, they are united by a distinct and uncanny feeling of 
visitation by another. But what does this feeling mean, and 
where does it come from? When and why do presences 
emerge? And how can we even begin to understand a 
phenomenon that can be transformative for those who 
experience it, and yet so hard to put into words? 
 

The answers to these questions lie in a tour-de-force 
through contemporary psychology, psychiatry, 
neuroscience, and philosophy.  Presence follows the 
author’s attempts – as a psychologist and a researcher – to 
understand how this experience is possible.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Ben Alderson-Day is Professor in Psychology and a 
Fellow of the Wolfson Research Institute for Health and 
Wellbeing at Durham University. A specialist in atypical 
cognition and mental health, his work spans cognitive 
neuroscience, psychiatry, philosophy, and child development. 
He completed his PhD on autism in 2012 at the University 
of Edinburgh before joining Hearing the Voice, an ambitious 
eight-year project on auditory verbal hallucinations. He has 
published over 50 peer-reviewed articles on topics as diverse 
as emotion recognition, spider phobia, sleep, and silent 
reading.  
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BI 
The Hidden Culture, History and Science of 
Bisexuality 
Julia Shaw 
 
A provocative, eye-opening, and original book on the 
science of sexuality beyond gender from an internationally 
bestselling pop-psychologist 

Despite all the welcome changes that have happened in our 
culture and laws over the past few decades in regards to 
sexuality, the subject remains one of the most influential but 
least understood aspects of our lives. For psychologist and 
bestselling author Julia Shaw, this is both professional and 
personal--Shaw studies the science of sexuality and she 
herself is proudly and vocally bisexual. 

It's an admission, she writes, that usually causes people's 
pupils to dilate, their cheeks to flush, and their questions to 
start flowing. Ask people to name famous bisexual actors, 
politicians, writers, or scientists, and they draw a blank. 
Despite statistics that show bisexuality is more common 
than homosexuality, bisexuality is often invisible. 

In BI: The Hidden Culture, History, and Science of 
Bisexuality, Shaw probes the science and culture of 
attraction beyond the binary. From the invention of 
heterosexuality to the history of the Kinsey scale, as well as 
asylum seekers trying to defend their bisexuality in a court 
of law, there is so much more to explore than most have 
ever realized. Drawing on her own original research--and 
her own experiences--this is a personal and scientific 
manifesto; it's an exploration of the complexities of the 
human sexual experience and a declaration of love and 
respect for the nonconformists among us. 

 

 

Dr. Julia Shaw is psychological scientist at University College 
London. She is best known for her work in the areas of 
criminal psychology, false memory, and tackling workplace 
harassment. In 2016 she published her bestselling debut book 
"The Memory Illusion", which has appeared in 20 languages. 
In 2019 she published her second international bestseller 
"Evil: The Science Behind Humanity's Dark Side". She is 
also the founder of the Bisexual Research Group, and has 
completed a Masters in Queer History this year. Her work is 
often featured on TV, radio, in print, and online. 
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BY THE FIG AND THE OLIVE 
A Year in Lambeth Palace Gardens 
Nick Stewart Smith 
 
By the Fig and the Olive is a comforting meditation through 
the seasons on the act of renewal, hope, and gardening, and 
our place in nature.    
 
This is an insider’s view of one of London’s oldest green 
spaces, Lambeth Palace Garden, as we follow, Nick as the 
Head Gardener on a series of rambles around the historic 
grounds through the changing seasons. The ten-acre site has 
been continuously cultivated for more than a thousand years 
but through all that time has been hidden away from view 
behind high stone walls. This is the first chance to come 
through the unlocked gate at least for a while and spend 
time in the secret garden. 
 
We also move further afield to gardens in other countries, 

and plants. One excursion involves going back in time more 

than four hundred years to the origins of the famous 

Lambeth Palace fig tree. In later chapters, these excursions 

go from a visit in the snow to the magnificent Islamic 

gardens of the Generalife in Spain to thoughts on potato 

growing in the Andes mountains, from dreams of the opium 

poppy fields in Tasmania to careful consideration of the 

earthworms under Charles Darwin’s garden near Bromley.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nick Stewart Smith has been Head Gardener at Lambeth 
Palace since 2016 – following his training at Horticulture 
Institute in Barcelona, he oversaw the gardens at Chequers 
and before that he spent ten years as Head Gardener for the 
National Trust looking after a sub-tropical garden near 
Salcombe in Devon. At all these places he has worked using 
organic principles while trying to put nature and wildlife at 
the centre of everything. 
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NOT EXACTLY WHAT I HAD IN MIND 
Kate Brook 

 
“Not Exactly What I Had in Mind captures the intricacies of modern relationships with undeniable 
skill, heaps of humour and a style that fans of Sally Rooney will love. Captivating and addictively 
complex, this novel is full of an unshakable tension that is a delight to get entangled in.” - Ashley 
Hickson-Lovence 

 
Flatmates, friends or family? It’s complicated… 
Hazel and Alfie have just moved in together as flatmates. They’ve also just slept together, which 
was either a catastrophic mistake, or the best decision of their lives. 
 
Before they can decide, Hazel’s sister Emily and her wife Daria arrive for a visit, setting in motion 
a chain of events that will turn everything upside down. 
What follows will bind the four of them together, bringing joy and heartache, hope and anxiety, 
and reshaping their relationships in ways that none of them quite predicted. 
 
Warm, witty, and devastatingly relatable, Not Exactly What I Had in Mind is a painfully true-to-

life story about family, friends, and everything in between. 

 
Kate Brook has a PhD in French Literature and Visual Art from King's College London, and a 

Masters in European Literature and Culture from the University of Cambridge. Her short-form 

writing has been published in The Fiction Pool and The Real Story. She lives in London, and Not 

Exactly What I Had in Mind is her first novel. 

 

 

UK publisher: Atlantic • UK editor: Sarah Hodgson • US publisher: Penguin Random House • US editor: Lindsey 

Rose • Material: full edited manuscript  • Agent: Philippa Sitters  • Rights: Spain (Suma de Letras), Germany 
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EDEN 
Jim Crace 

 
The inhabitants of Eden are untouched by death. In the garden they care for their orchards and the 
land and give thanks for their good fortune, because they know that beyond the garden walls is a 
world where disease and hunger rampage. Eden is overseen by angels - their bodies covered in 
blue iridescent feathers, their beaks sharp and curved. It is a pleasant place where no one wants for 
a thing.  
 
But, as this story begins, something is wrong in Eden. Because years after Adam and Eve left the 
garden, another inhabitant has escaped. Perhaps a fall is coming... 
 

 

 

 

Jim Crace is the author of Continent, The Gift of Stones, Arcadia, Signals of Distress, Quarantine, 

Being Dead, The Devil’s Larder and Six (entitled Genesis in the US). He has won the Whitbread 

First Novel Prize, the E. M. Forster Award, the Guardian Fiction Award and the GAP 

International Prize for Literature. His novels have been translated into 26 languages. Being Dead 

was shortlisted for the 1999 Whitbread Fiction Prize and won the prestigious US National Book 

Critics Circle Fiction Award for 2000. In 1997, Quarantine was named Whitbread Novel of the 

Year and was shortlisted for the Booker Prize. Jim Crace lives in Birmingham with his wife and 

two children. 
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PAY AS YOU GO 
Eskor David Johnson 

 
 
 
Set in the fictional city of Polis, Pay As You Go follows the story of the boy Slide as he embarks 
on a quest-like mission to find the perfect apartment.  
 
Initially trapped in a less than ideal situation, events soon conspire to cast him into the wild, tum-
bling world around him, where he encounters various enemies, allies and obstacles along his way.  
 
Marking his journey are four figures whose own stories challenge and complicate Slide's stubborn 
belief that the first step to truly living is having the ideal place to live.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Eskor David Johnson was born in the UK, is a native of Trinidad and Tobago, a graduate of Har-

vard University, and of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, where he was a recipient of the Richard 

Yates Short Story Prize, the Maytag Fellowship and the Teaching-Writing Fellowship. 
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THE BOOK OF EVERLASTING THINGS 
Aanchal Malhotra 

 
"I'm absolutely over the moon to be bringing Aanchal and her gorgeous debut to Flatiron. The Book of Everlasting Things is 
the sort of historical fiction I've been longing for: lushly written, character-driven, utterly transporting, and romantic. In its 
combination of the epic and the exquisite, it instantly reminded my colleagues and me of All the Light We Cannot See. And 
although it's set a world away, nearly a century ago, its themes of displacement and belonging and star-crossed love, set 
against the backdrop of a community riven in two, feel deeply relevant to our current moment. I can't wait for readers to fall 
in love with Samir and Firdaus's story as I have." -  Caroline Bleeke  

 
In the pre-partitioned Lahore of 1937, ten-year-old Samir Vij locks eyes with eight-year-old Firdaus Khan through the rows 
of perfume bottles in his family’s ittar-shop in Anarkali bazar. It is not her eyes that draw her to him, though, but the 
intoxicating smell of her skin. Firdaus becomes an enigma to the perfumer prodigy Samir, and against the struggle for Indian 
independence, their friendship blossoms into love. Their years become defined by books full of pressed leaves, stolen glances 
across a calligrapher’s studio, paper boats made with secret letters, the aroma of tuberose, and the balmy, sultry smell of 
monsoon. 
 
But severed by the violence of Partition just a decade later, home becomes a foreign place, and death hangs over every house 
as Lahore city is destroyed. Suddenly bereft of both lineage and land, Samir is forced to flee to Delhi. An undivided land is 
divided, a heart is carved in two; Samir becomes Indian and Firdaus becomes Pakistani.  
 
Unable to survive as a refugee in Lahore’s twin city, the young perfumer embarks on a journey across the oceans, and in the 
last British troopship to leave Hindustan in 1948, he discovers a secret that does not belong to him. From the battlefields of 
World War One, to the flower fields of Grasse; from 388 letters of love, to a brief and secret marriage, Samir Vij traces the 
story of his perfumed life. 
 
Aanchal Malhotra is an oral historian and writer based in New Delhi, India. She is the co-founder of the Museum of Material 
Memory - a crowd-sourced digital repository tracing family histories and social ethnography through heirlooms, collectibles 
and antiques from the Indian subcontinent.  
 
Malhotra writes extensively on the 1947 Partition and its related topics. Her first book, published in South Asia as Remnants 
of a Separation (2017) and internationally as Remnants of Partition (2019), was shortlisted for the British Academy’s Nayef 

Al-Rodhan Prize for Global Cultural Understanding, Sahitya Akademi Yuva Puraskar, Hindu Lit for Life Non Fiction Prize, 

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay NIF Book Prize and the Shakti Bhatt First Book Prize. 
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ACTS OF VIOLET 
Margarita Montimore 

 
“[A] skilful blend of genres, from moving family drama and twisty thriller to insightful social commentary on 
fame, feminism, magic, and media. Smart, suspenseful, and always tantalizing, Acts of Violet will be your perfect 
summer read.” —Natalie Jenner, international bestselling author of The Jane Austen Society 

 
Nearly a decade ago, iconic magician Violet Volk performed her greatest trick yet: vanishing mid-act. Though she 
hasn’t been seen since, her hold on the public hasn’t wavered. While Violet sought out the spotlight, her sister 
Sasha, ever the responsible one, took over their mother’s salon and built a quiet life for her daughter, Quinn. But 
Sasha can never seem to escape her sister’s orbit or her memories of their unresolved, tumultuous relationship. 
Then there’s Cameron Frank, determined to finally get his big break hosting a podcast devoted to all things Violet  
—though keeping his job hinges on an exclusive interview with Sasha, the last person who wants to talk to him. 
 
As the ten-year anniversary approaches, the podcast picks up steam, and Cameron’s pursuit of Sasha becomes 
increasingly intrusive. He isn’t the only one wondering what secrets she might be keeping: Quinn, loyal to the aunt 
she always idolized, is doing her own investigating. Meanwhile, Sasha begins to experience an unsettling series of 
sleepwalking episodes and coincidences, which all lead back to Violet. Pushed to her emotional limits, Sasha must 
finally confront the most painful truths about her sister, and herself, even at the risk of losing everything. 
 
Alternating between Sasha’s narration and Cameron’s podcast transcripts, interspersed with documents that offer a 

tantalizing peek at Violet herself, Acts of Violet is an utterly original, propulsive story of fame, deception, and 

forgiveness that will make you believe in magic. 

 
Margarita Montimore is the author of Acts of Violet, Asleep from Day, and Oona Out of Order, a USA Today 

bestseller and Good Morning America Book Club pick. After receiving a BFA in Creative Writing from Emerson 

College, she worked for over a decade in publishing and social media before deciding to focus on the writing 

dream full-time. Born in Soviet Ukraine and raised in Brooklyn, she currently lives in New Jersey with her 

husband and dog. 

 
US Publisher: Flatiron, US Editor: Caroline Bleeke • Material: full un-edited manuscript  • Agent: Philippa 

Sitters  •  Previous publishers: France (Ecricom), Russia (Sinbad), Korea (Vision B&P), Turkey (Epsilon), 
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BLACK RIVER 
Nilanjana Roy 

 
 
‘A riveting murder mystery.  A psychological thriller.  A magnificent work of literary fiction. Roy brings her for-
midable experience as a journalist to this story of crime in modern India.  Black River addresses a society unravel-
ing in the midst of change, a brutal class divide, the terror of religious strife, relentless violence against women -- 
but it is also suffused with tenderness for the ordinary, heroic decency of those who persist in abiding by different 
rules. Reading this novel is like holding a prayer in one's hands.’ - Kiran Desai 

 

Munia in the sunlight, smiling up at the man, the noose around her thin, unresisting neck. 

  
The murder of his daughter in the small village of Naya Mangar shatters Chand and sets him on a dangerous search 
for justice; in the bylanes of Bright Dairy Colony on the outskirts of New Delhi, Rabia fights for her home in a 
treacherous and uncertain time; and failed entrepreneur, Mr Invisible, returns to India, a country he can no longer 
fully recognize, to try his luck in a fierce summer of brutal power games.  
 
Black River is a wild journey into worlds turned turbulent. And into the lives of three people, linked in unexpected 
ways, who risk everything they possess to navigate towards small freedoms, a tenuous peace, and a final reckon-
ing. This is a gripping, unforgettable portrait of a city and a country caught in a time of greed and change, and of 
those who ride these tides of violent transformation. 
 

Nilanjana S Roy is a lifelong booklover who spent years blogging, writing about, and briefly, editing books, and 

then began to write her own. Her first two novels, The Wildings and The Hundred Names of Darkness, are award-

winning works of fantasy for young adults. She can be found on Twitter @nilanjanaroy, where she often chats 

with the 210,000 followers on her timeline about books, writing and reading. She was born in Calcutta, and has 

lived in New Delhi, Calcutta and Goa. She writes on books, life and the arts for the Financial Times. Black River 
is her first novel for adults; she is working on another novel set in similar territory. 
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A DAY OF FALLEN NIGHT 
Samantha Shannon 

 
Tunuva Melim is a sister of the Priory. For fifty years, she has trained to slay wyrms – but 
none have appeared since the Nameless One, and the younger generation is starting to ques-
tion the Priory’s purpose.  
 
To the north, Sabran the Ambitious has married the new King of Hróth, narrowly saving her 
queendom from ruin. Their daughter, Glorian, trails in their shadow – exactly where she 
wants to be.  
 
Meanwhile, the dragons of the East have slept for centuries. Dumai lives in a Seiikinese 
mountain temple, where celebrants strive to wake the gods from the Long Slumber – but 
someone from her mother’s past is coming to the mountain for her.  
 
When the Dreadmount erupts, bringing with it an age of terror and violence, these women 

must rise to protect humankind from a devastating threat. Sweeping and epic, A Day of Fall-

en Night returns readers to the world of The Priory of the Orange Tree. 

 

Samantha Shannon is a New York Times and Sunday Times bestselling author. She was born 
in London in 1991 and studied English Language and Literature at St Anne's College, Ox-
ford, from 2010 to 2013.  
 
At the age of 21, she published The Bone Season, the internationally bestselling first instal-
ment in a seven-book series of fantasy novels. Its first sequel, The Mime Order, was pub-
lished in 2015, and the next, The Song Rising, in 2017. The fourth instalment, The Mask 
Falling, is her most recent work, published in 2021. Her first book outside the series, The 
Priory of the Orange Tree, was a #1 bestseller and a finalist in the Lambda Literary Awards 
2020. 
 
She is currently working on the fifth book in the Bone Season series and a project set in the 

world of The Priory of the Orange Tree. 
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NONE OF THE ABOVE 
Travis Alabanza 

 

'Lucid and glorious. Truth that goes on and on making room for itself.' - Yrsa Daley-Ward 
 
'Travis’ words have power. An essential read for everyone.' - Sam Smith 
 
“When you are someone that falls outside of categories in so many ways, a lot of things are said to you. And I 
have had a lot of things said to me.” 
 
In None of the Above, Travis Alabanza examines seven phrases people have directed at them about their gender 
identity. These phrases have stayed with them over the years. Some are deceptively innocuous, some deliberately 
loaded or offensive, some celebratory; sentences that have impacted them for better and for worse; sentences that 
speak to the broader issues raised by a world that insists that gender must be a binary. 
 
Through these seven phrases, which include some of their most transformative experiences as a Black, mixed race, 

non binary person, Travis Alabanza turns a mirror back on society, giving us reason to question the very frame-

work in which we live and the ways we treat each other. 

 

Travis Alabanza is a writer, performer and theatre maker. Since 2016 they have been using their art to archive 
trans experiences within the UK. Through theatre, their solo show Burgerz toured internationally to critical ac-
claim, with the Guardian readers selecting it as their top show of 2018, winning a total theatre award and being 
placed on over 15 university courses in the UK. Their most recent show Overflow at Bush Theatre, which was set 
within a women's bathroom, was called a 'future classic' by the Evening Standard. 
 
Alabanza has also had their work featured on the BBC, Gal-Dem, Metro, Independent and given talks at over 40 

Universities including Oxford, Harvard and Cambridge. Their unique perspective and amplification of queer and 

trans voices has had them noted on the Dazed100 List, Forbes 30 under 30 and Evening Standard 25 most influen-

tial under 25 year olds. 
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THE PRICE OF TIME 
Interest, Capitalism and the Curse of Easy Money 

Edward Chancellor 
 

Capitalism and interest are inseparable, yet over the centuries whenever interest rates collapsed and money was 
too easy, financial markets have become turbulent. In the first two decades of the twenty-first century, interest 
rates sank lower than at any time in the five millennia since they were first recorded. In an unprecedented move, 
negative interest rates were introduced in Europe and Japan, causing trillions of dollars’ worth of bonds to trade at 
negative yields. Monetary policymakers appear blithe to the unintended consequences of their actions. Yet given 
the essential function of interest in determining how capital is allocated and priced, and its role in regulating finan-
cial risk, it is not clear that capitalism can thrive or even survive under these conditions.  
 
With clarity and precision, Edward Chancellor traces the history of interest from its origins in ancient Mesopota-
mia, through debates about usury in Restoration England and John Law’s ill-fated Mississippi scheme to the glob-
al credit booms of the twentieth century. The Price of Time reveals how extremely low interest rates not only cre-
ate asset price inflation but are damaging in other ways. They are largely responsible for the weak economic 
growth, rising inequality, elevated debt levels, and pensions crises that have afflicted Western economies in recent 
years. At the same time, easy money in China has inflated an epic real estate bubble, accompanied by the greatest 
credit and investment boom in history. The global financial system has edged closer to yet another devastating 
crisis. 
 

Edward Chancellor is the author of Devil Take the Hindmost: A History of Financial Speculation which has been 

translated into more than half a dozen languages and was a New York Times Notable Book of the Year. Edward 

read history at Cambridge and Oxford. In the early 1990s, he worked for Lazard Brothers and until 2014 he was a 

senior member of the asset allocation team at the Boston investment firm, GMO. He is currently a columnist 

for Reuters Breakingviews and has contributed to many publications, including the Wall Street Journal, Financial 
Times, MoneyWeek and the New York Review of Books. In 2008, Edward received the George Polk Award for 

financial reporting for his article "Ponzi Nation" in Institutional Investor magazine.  
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LOOKING FOR LUCIA 
A Biography in Motion 

Nina Ellis 
 

Looking for Lucia: A Biography is the first biography of the American short story writer Lucia Berlin. Adapted from 
Nina’s PhD thesis at the University of Cambridge, it draws on a wealth of previously unseen and unpublished material, 
including letters, manuscripts, notebooks and interviews. Its biographical chapters are interspersed with the narrative of 
Nina’s journey around the United States, Mexico and Chile, searching for Berlin’s many houses, apartments and mo-
bile homes and tracking down her family and friends. Looking for Lucia creates a new form, the ‘biography in motion’, 
inspired by Berlin’s geographically transient life. It incorporates passages of travel writing, meditations on movement, 
and explorations of Nina’s relationship with Berlin as a biographical subject and literary role model. It also draws on 
Nina’s experiences as a binational short story writer and lifelong expatriate, or ‘insider-outsider’, like Berlin.  
 
Lucia Berlin is one of the most important American writers of the twentieth century. She lived a fascinating, peripatetic 
life, from the country clubs of Santiago de Chile to the detox wards of West Oakland; and yet, like so many female 
writers of the twentieth century, her story has remained untold — until now. She was born Lucia Barbara Brown in 
1936, in Alaska, and she moved around the United States and Chile as a child for her father’s job as a mining engineer. 
She started writing in the 1950s, and befriended Robert Creeley, Ed Dorn and other poets of the mid-century American 
counterculture. Meanwhile, she married three times, to a sculptor and two jazz musicians, and gave birth to four sons. 
During the 1960s and 1970s, she raised them mostly as a single mother, while also writing, struggling with alcoholism 
and working a series of ‘blue-collar’ jobs. In the 1980s and 1990s, her short fiction found a home with Bay Area inde-
pendent presses, and she won an American Book Award in 1991. In 1994, she took up a position teaching Creative 
Writing at the University of Colorado Boulder, where she was adored by her students. She died in 2004, and remained 
largely unknown until her posthumous collection A Manual for Cleaning Women became a global bestseller in 2015. 
 
Nina Ellis is a British-American writer of fiction and nonfiction based in Cambridge and Islamabad. She is a current 

PhD student at Cambridge, where her thesis is funded by a Full Studentship from the Arts and Humanities Research 

Council. She has an MA in English Literature from University College London and an MA (Cantab) in Archaeology 

and Anthropology. Nina has published pieces on Berlin in Granta and Review 31, and she also writes short stories, 

which have been published in Granta, Ambit, 3:AM, The London Magazine, American Chordata, The Mays anthology 

and elsewhere. Nina writes a regular column on travel and writing for Review 31.  
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DISPERSALS 
Plants Out of Place 

Jessica J. Lee 
 

A seed slips beyond a garden wall. A tree is planted on a precarious border. A shrub is stolen from its culture and 
land. What happens when these plants leave their original homes?  
 
These fourteen essays centre on the lives of plants and their entanglement with our human worlds: from those con-
sidered invasive, like giant hogweed, to those vilified but intimate to many, like soy, and those like kelp, on which 
our futures depend. Each of the plants I consider in this collection are somehow perceived as ‘out of place’—as 
weeds, samples collected through imperial science, or crops introduced or transformed by our hand. Loosely fol-
lowing each of their seasons from spring to winter, I meditate on the question of how both plants and people come 
to belong, and how our futures are more entwined than we might imagine.  
 
As nature writing continues to be re-envisioned in our contemporary moment, this collection brings together con-
cerns at the heart of the genre today: invasion ecologies, identity and belonging, climate change, the political 
stakes of nature, landscape, borders, and human-plant relations, all told through a blend of history, memoir, and 
nature writing. Poetic and personal in tone but deeply grounded in research, Dispersals would be ideal for readers 
of Richard Mabey’s Weeds, Michael Pollan’s The Botany of Desire, Helen Macdonald’s Vesper Flights, World of 
Wonders by Aimee Nezhukumatathil, and Nina Mingya Powles’s Small Bodies of Water. 
 

Jessica J. Lee is a British-Canadian-Taiwanese author, environmental historian, and winner of the Hilary Weston 

Writers’ Trust Prize for Nonfiction, the Boardman Tasker Award for Mountain Literature, and the RBC Taylor 

Prize Emerging Writer Award. She is the author of two books of nature writing: Turning (2017) and Two Trees 
Make a Forest (2019), which was shortlisted for Canada Reads 2021 and made the national bestsellers list. She 

writes a column on plants and people called Non-Native Species for Catapult magazine. Jessica has a PhD in En-

vironmental History and Aesthetics and was Writer-in-Residence at the Leibniz Institute for Freshwater Ecology 

in Berlin from 2017–2018. She is the founding editor of The Willowherb Review and a researcher at the Universi-

ty of Cambridge.  
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MONSTRUM 
Lottie Mills 

 

 

An original, eerie and thoughtful collection of short stories with a gothic flair, delicate 

writing and understated poignancy. They explore uncanny, strange worlds – at once 

recognisable but unreal – alongside physicality, pain, suffering, distortion and contor-

tion. These original fairy tales delve into the subtext of disability and Lottie trans-

forms an ancient form of storytelling into a celebration of the unique strength of out-

siders.  

 

 

 

Lottie Mills is a 2nd year English Literature student at Cambridge University and the 
winner of the BBC Young Writers’ Award 2020 for her short story ‘The Changeling’. 
She was previously shortlisted for the BBC YWA in 2018 for her story, ‘Unspoken’, 
and has also previously been shortlisted for the 2019 Foyle Young Poets of the Year 
Award for her poem ‘1 in 1000’.  
 
Having been born with Cerebral Palsy, she is fascinated by how disability is repre-

sented – and misrepresented – in literature. Her study of Renaissance fairy-myths in 

her first year at Cambridge led her to investigate how non-normative bodies have be-

come entwined into folklore as monstrous or otherworldly forces of nature.  
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SHALIMAR 
Davina Quinlivan 

 
‘Davina Quinlivan is a writer of rare gentleness and insight; in Shalimar she winds us into the skein of her extend-
ed diasporic family, expressing the complexity of identity today. Deftly she weaves back and forth in time as she 
braids these memories, in a sustained, observant, poetic act of attention — and love.’  Marina Warner 
 
‘Shalimar is dreamlike and full of sensation – Quinlivan constellates memory, place and belonging with such rare-
ly-seen subtlety. This is a book that will weave its way into your thoughts and stay with you.’ Jessica J. Lee 
 
How do the ghosts and myths of our family’s past travel into the present? How do these fragments take root, shap-
ing who we are and how we navigate our way in the world? 
 
In her mid-twenties, after the death of her father, Davina Quinlivan leaves her family home in Hayes, west Lon-
don, to begin a transitory life. She feels restless, never quite at home in the countryside, stuck between ‘Deep Eng-
land’ and the technicolour memories and mythology of her family’s migration story. 
 
Beginning in colonial India and Burma, where the women in her family descend from the indigenous tribes and 
diasporas of Portuguese Kerala and the Shan Hills of Myanmar, the extraordinary history of Quinlivan’s Anglo-
Asian family reaches England in the 1950s, where the mountains and gardens of Mogok and Darjeeling blend with 
the streets of Southall and Ealing. Yet the stories of her ancestors endure, smuggled through time and place in the 
sweet flavours of her auntie’s cooking, in the tales her father tells before he dies. 
 
Quinlivan is the inheritor, and in Shalimar she has conjured a new place, between continents, between worlds. 

This lyrical story of migration, of returning home and making a home, is an assured debut by an exceptional new 

voice. 

Davina Quinlivan is the author of several books on cinema. She has taught at Kingston School of Art for over a 

decade and is a regular lecturer at The Freud Museum. She lives in Devon, with her family. 
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WINNIE AND NELSON 
Portrait of a Marriage 

Jonny Steinberg 
 

From one of South Africa’s foremost nonfiction writers, a deeply researched, shattering new account of Nelson 

Mandela’s Winnie. Drawing on never-before-seen material, Steinberg reveals the fractures and stubborn bonds at 

the heart of a volatile and ground-breaking union, a very modern political marriage which was performed on the 

world stage. 

One of the most celebrated political leaders of a century, Nelson Mandela has been written about by countless 

biographers and historians. But in one crucial area, his life remains largely untold: his marriage to Winnie 

Madikizela-Mandela. During his years in prison, Nelson grew ever more in love with an idealized version of his 

wife, courting her in his letters again and again as if they were young lovers frozen in time. But Winnie, of course, 

had grown older and her views had drifted from those of her husband; behind his back, she was trying to orches-

trate an armed seizure of power, a path he feared would lead to an endless civil war. Steinberg tells the story of a 

marriage – its longings, its obsessions, its deceits – entangled with the story of a country’s revolution. It is a rivet-

ing tale in which questions of love and commitment mingle with timeless political questions, like whether to seek 

retribution or a negotiated peace. As it turns out, the story of Nelson and Winnie’s marriage embodies the story of 

the anti-apartheid struggle itself, stripped down its essential questions.  

 

Jonny Steinberg is the author of several books about everyday life in the wake of South Africa’s transition to democra-

cy. A two-time winner of South Africa’s premier nonfiction award, and an inaugural winner of the Windham-Campbell 

Literature Prizes, Steinberg was until 2020 Professor of African Studies at Oxford University and currently teaches part

-time at Yale and at the Wits Institute for Social and Economic Research (Wiser) in Johannesburg.   

Steinberg has written commentary and essays for the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, Buzzfeed, Vani-

tyfair.com, the Guardian and Granta Magazine. He has for the past 16 years written a bi-weekly column for South Afri-

ca’s premier financial daily, Business Day. He serves on advisory boards for the UK Department of International De-

velopment and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
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