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LILY
Rose Tremain
‘One of our most accomplished novelists' Observer

“Nobody but she knows that her dream of death is a
rehearsal for what will surely happen to her one
day. Nobody knows yet that she is a murderer. She is
seen as an innocent girl. In one month’s time she will be
seventeen.”
Foundling, rebel, angel, murderer.

Agent: Caroline Michel
Publisher: Chatto & Windus
Editor: Clara Farmer
Publication: November 2021
Page extent: 288
Rights sold:
French (J Clattes)
German (Suhrkamp)
Italian (Einaudi)
Russian (Eksmo)
Previous publishers:
Hungary (XXI. Szazad)
Netherlands (De Geus)
Romanian (Humanitas)
Turkish (Kultur)
Previous titles:

Music and Silence
The Colour
Islands of Mercy

At the gates of a park in Bethnal Green in east London, in
the year 1850, an abandoned baby is almost eaten by
wolves. She is rescued by a young constable, who holds
the life of this child in his hands, and feels inexplicably
drawn to her.
He takes her to The London Foundling Hospital, and Lily
is placed in foster care at the idyllic Rookery Farm, where
she has the happiest of childhood’s, with her beloved
foster-mother Nellie. Until one rainy October day Lily is
told the chilling news: ‘You’re going to a different place
now, the place where the other children went, and you
must not cry about it’.
Lily’s a story of bravery, of resilience, of the darkness that
lies within humanity- but also of its warmth. Lily is
staggeringly real, she’s a character who grabs at your heart
from the very first page and refuses to let go.

Dame Rose Tremain’s novels and short stories have been
published in thirty countries and have been Sunday Times
bestsellers and won many awards, including the Orange
Prize (The Road Home), the Dylan Thomas Award (The
Colonel's Daughter and Other Stories), the Whitbread
Novel of the Year (Music & Silence) and the James Tait
Black Memorial Prize (Sacred Country). Gustav Sonata won
the National Jewish Book Award in the US, the South
Bank Sky Arts Award in the UK and was shortlisted for the
Costa Novel Award. Rose Tremain was made a CBE in
2007 and a Dame in 2020. She lives in Norfolk and London
with the biographer, Richard Holmes.
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POD
Laline Paull
From the internationally bestselling and Bailey's Prize
shortlisted author of The Ice and The Bees, published in
15 languages and soon to be adapted by the National
Theatre for a 2022 production
Praise for Laline Paull:
‘Few novels create such a singular reading experience. The
buzz you will hear surrounding this book and its
astonishing author is utterly deserved’ New York Times
Agent: Caroline Michel
UK publisher: Corsair
UK editor: Olivia Hutcherson
US publisher: House of Anansi
US editor: Maria Golikova
Publication: Spring 2022

Rights sold:
Russian (Eksmo)
Page extent: 215
Previous Publishers:
China (Shanghai Dook)
Taiwan (Marco Polo)
Czech Republic (Prah)
Germany (Klett Cotta)
Italy (Adriano Salani)
Lithuania (Jotema)
Dutch (De Bezige Bij)
Norway (Forlaget)
Poland (Proszyniski Media)
Russia (EXEM)
Taiwan (Marco Polo)
Thai (Legend Books)
Turkey (Marti Yayinlari)
Japan (Hayakawa)
Previous Titles:

The Bees
The Ice

“These troubled waters shelter many broken nations,
refugees and ghosts, but this is the story of two estranged
cetacean tribes, cousins with a painful past.”
It’s always shocking when one hears of a pod of whales,
hundreds of them, dying stranded on a beach, as has
recently happened in New Zealand. You wonder how
and why, what are the mysteries of the ocean, and the
psychology of these extraordinary creatures, that such a
thing can happen.

Laline Paull, in her completely astonishing and riveting
new novel Pod, takes us into the ocean, and into the
world of these fascinating creatures, through the eyes of
the beautiful Ea, a Longi dolphin. As with The Bees,
Laline creates a world of such characters, their battles,
their love, and viscerally immerses us in an utterly
mesmerising underwater world, and the lives of the two
rival dolphin communities - the gentle Longi, and the
aggressive and boorish Tursiops. Their world is
increasingly impacted by the cruelty and ignorance of the
human race.

Laline Paull was born in England. Her parents were first
-generation Indian immigrants. She studied English at
Oxford, screenwriting in Los Angeles, and theatre in
London, where she has had two plays performed at the
Royal National Theatre. She is a member of BAFTA
and the Writers’ Guild of America. Laline lives in the
Sussex countryside with her family.
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THE BEST FRIEND
Jessica Fellowes
Hotly-anticipated new novel from internationally bestselling
author of The Mitford Murders Series and the New York
Times bestselling Downton Abbey books.
Praise for Jessica Fellowes:
A lively, well-written, entertaining whodunit ― The Times
An extraordinary meld of fact and fiction ― Graham Norton

Agent: Caroline Michel
UK publisher: Little, Brown

UK editor: Ed Wood
US publisher: St. Martin’s Press
US editor: Catherine Richards
Publication: April 2021
Rights sold:
Italian (Mondadori)
Previous publishers:
Brazil (Record)
French (JC Lattes)
Greece (Dioptra)
Czech (Euromedia)
Spanish (Roca)
German (Regine Schmidt)
Estonian (Varrak)
Norway (Gyldendal
Finnish (Otava)
Swedish (Polaris)
Previous titles:

The Mitford Murders
The World of Downtown
Abbey
Mud and the City

True and glorious indulgence. A dazzling example of a
golden age mystery. ― Daisy Goodwin

The Best Friend explores the friendship between two

women, Bella and Kate, from six to eighty-two: how it
changes and challenges them, and the relationships around
them. In spite of their intimacy, their trust is fragile.
Deliberately set in a timeless place and without reference to
any specific geographical location, the focus is entirely on
the women and Bella’s internal thoughts. The writing form
is original: pure dialogue intersperses the prose chapters.
Small girls and women pursue the perfect ‘best friend’ with
as much ardour as they desire romance in their youth. It is a
relationship that is just as dependent on, and vulnerable to,
our perceptions of status and success.

When we reach old age, do we finally understand what
matters, or do we return to the start?

Jessica Fellowes is an author, journalist and public speaker.
Her career began at the Mail on Sunday, where she was a
celebrity interviewer, gossip columnist and lifestyle editor for
some six years. From there, she went on to be Deputy
Editor of Country Life magazine, during which time she
wrote the magazine’s weekly Town Mouse column as well
as a townie’s guide to country weekends for The London
Paper. The latter formed the basis of her first book, ‘ Mud &
the City: Dos and Don’ts for Townies in the Country‘.
6
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HERE GOES NOTHING
Steve Toltz
Dazzling, hilarious, disturbing and utterly unforgettable new
novel from the author of the Booker Prize and Guardian
debut fiction award-shortlisted A Fraction of the Whole.
Praise for Steve Toltz:
'A fat book but very light on its feet, skipping from anecdote,
to rant, to reflection, like a stone skimming across a pond . . .
it is brilliant' Guardian

Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman
UK publisher: Sceptre
UK editor: Carole Welch
Australian publisher: Penguin
Australian editor: Nikki
Christer
Publication: May 2022
Previous titles:

The Fraction of the Whole
Quicksand

'Sparkling comic writing . . .It gives off the unmistakeable
whiff of a book that might just contain the secret of
life' Independent
'With tinges of magical realism and buckets of misanthropic
humour it's a clever and funny debut' Observer

“Nobody was ever thinking about me.
Now that I’m dead, I dwell on this kind of thing a lot: how
I often made life choices to avoid the disapproval of those
who hadn’t even noticed me standing there; how I longed
to be liked by the very people I disliked in case finding me
objectionable was contagious and would spread throughout
the general population; how—and here’s the sad truth—if
all my reversals of fortune were private, I’d have been
mostly fine with them.”
Angus Moonie is dead. Not only is he dead- he’s been
murdered. As Angus looks back on his life on earth, his
story unravels that raises existential questions about life and
love, about immortality and the afterlife, and about the
human condition: pandemics, climate, and the planet

Aussie writer Steve Toltz needs no introduction. He crashed
seemingly out of nowhere onto the literary fiction scene
with his debut novel, A Fraction of the Whole in 2008
(Hamish Hamilton UK/ Spiegel & Grau US) which was
shortlisted for the Booker Prize as well as the Guardian debut
fiction award. The critical response was amazing – he was
compared to the likes of Joseph Heller, Jonathan Franzen,
Dave Eggers, David Foster Wallace and John Kennedy
Toole, among others. The book was translated into over 20
languages worldwide.
7
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THE THINGS WE SAW
Hanna Bervoets
Print run of 650.000 copies,
embargoed in the Netherlands

Agent: Lisette Verhagen

When Kayleigh finds herself struggling financially, she
applies for a job as a content moderator for an online
platform whose name she isn’t allowed to mention. Her
responsibility: reviewing which offensive videos, pictures
and rants need to be removed. It’s grueling work. Kayleigh
and her colleagues see the most horrifying things on their
screens every day, and the platform’s guidelines are a
minefield. And yet Kayleigh feels like she’s in the right
place. She finds kinship with the team of moderators and,
when she falls in love with her colleague Sigrid, the future
seems bright. Or does it?

Publisher: Uitgeverij Pluim
&CPNB (Dutch)

The Things We Saw is a chilling, powerful and urgent story
about who or what determines our worldview, examining

Publication: June 2021
Rights sold:
Germany (Hanser)
Material: extensive English
sample translation, Dutch pdf

the toxic world of content moderators. It explores morality
and how our morals are fluid, constantly changing
depending on where and with whom we are. The Things
We Saw exposes the power of big tech companies, how
they control us and ultimately change us forever.

In the Netherlands, Bervoets has been appointed the Author
of the Week of the Book for the year 2021, a hugely
celebrated event to promote Dutch literature. For this
occasion, she has written the novella The Things We Saw
which will be published in a print run of 650.000 copies.

Hanna Bervoets is one of the most acclaimed Dutch authors
of her generation. She is the author of seven novels,
screenplays, plays, short stories and essays. In 2018 Bervoets
was a resident at Writers Omi at Ledig House, New York.
Here she worked on her novel, Welcome of the Kingdom of
the Sick: an adventure story on chronic illness. The book
became an instant bestseller in 2019 and was nominated for
several awards. In 2017 Bervoets was granted the prestigious
Frans Kellendonk Prize for her entire body of works. Her
fiction has been translated into German, French and Turkish.
Hanna Bervoets works and lives in Amsterdam, with her
girlfriend and two guinea pigs.
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WELCOME TO THE KINGDOM OF THE
SICK
Hanna Bervoets

Agent: Lisette Verhagen

Publisher: Uitgeverij Pluim
(Dutch)
Publication: May 2019
Rights sold:
Germany (btb/
Randomhouse)
Material: English sample,
Dutch pdf

Three years after Clay has been diagnosed with a post viral
fatigue syndrome he wakes up in the Kingdom of the Sick,
an Alice in Wonderland like fantasy world structured by
new rules and inverse logic. Citizens of this kingdom wear
habits and carry their own body on their back. The woman
who finds Clay in the poppy field near the entrance gate
turns out to be Susan Sontag herself: Clay's tour guide.
Welcome to the Kingdom of the sick shifts back and
forward between Clay's journey through the Kingdom of
the Sick and his gritty memories of the past three years.
After his diagnosis, Clay hopes that he’ll be cured, but
instead his condition worsens: his constant pain and
persistent fatigue make life almost unbearable. Doctors tell
him he has ‘to learn to cope’ with his condition, but Clay
has no idea how.
While his relationship with girlfriend Nora deteriorates,
Clay befriends Marla; a young, bisexual woman diagnosed
with fibromyalgia. Marla is an activist patient, inspired by
the work of Susan Sontag, her hero. But will Sontag show
Clay the way out of the Kingdom he is trapped in? Or is he
doomed to roam this lonely place forever on his own?
Welcome to the Kingdom of the Sick is a ruthlessly truthful
story about what it means to leave behind the life you
knew, the body that carried you and the person you once
thought you’d be. It is about the stories we tell about
ourselves and our bodies, and how those stories shape our
identities.

Hanna Bervoets is one of the most acclaimed Dutch writers
of her generation and the author of seven novels,
screenplays, short stories and essays. In 2017 she was granted
the prestigious Frans Kellendonk Prize for her entire body of
works. In the Netherlands, Bervoets has been appointed the
Author of the Week of the Book for the year 2021, a hugely
celebrated event to promote Dutch literature. For this
occasion, she has written the forthcoming novella The
Things We Saw which will be published in June in a print
run of 650.000 copies.
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THE YELLOW KITCHEN
Margaux Vialleron
‘A threesome always leaves one’s soul feeling less loved, a

bitter comparison’

London E17, 2019, a yellow kitchen stands as a metaphor
for the lifelong friendship between three women: Claude,
the earnest baker, fragile and goal-orientated Sophie and
stubborn and political Giulia. They have the best kind of
friendship, chasing life and careers; dating, dreaming and
consuming but always returning to be reunited in the
yellow kitchen.

Publisher: Simon & Schuster

That is, until a trip to Lisbon unravels unexplored desires
and they suddenly find themselves in a ménage-à-trois.
Having sex is one action, waking up the day after is the
beginning of something new.

Editor: Clare Hey

The Yellow Kitchen is a seasonal novel set in 2019. It is a

Agent: Kirsty McLachlan

Publication: July 2022

hymn to the last year of London as we knew it, recalling
how fast we consumed the city and how much it consumed
us back. But it is also a celebration of all things
international, the culture, the food and the rhythms we live
by. Exploring the complexities of female friendship and
body experiences, it is a love letter to womanhood as well
as being a novel that portrays sisterhood and motherhood in
the plural shapes they form.

Margaux was born in Paris in 1993. She studied for her
degree in Comparative Literature in Montréal, Canada and
moved to London in 2015. Since then she’s lived and
cooked in five kitchens, including one with salmon pink
walls, which gave her the name for the supper club she hosts.
This place - geographically, emotionally and politically inspired her to write The Yellow Kitchen, a novel about
love and friendship; about performing identity; about the joy
of cooking and feeding both body and mind.
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THE GIRLS ARE GOOD
Ilaria Bernardini
One tournament. A single place, buried in the snow.
One suffocating week. Five teams. Three friends.
One murder.

Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman
On submission Spring 2021

Film rights:
Optioned by INDIGO
productions for an eight-part
TV series scheduled to go
into production at start of
2022.

Based on the cult novel published in Italy by Feltrinelli,
CorpoLibero (described in reviews as “Heavenly Creatures
meets The Virgin Suicides”) The Girls are Good is a cruel
but tender coming of age thriller exploring what happens
when a team of exuberant 15 year-old female gymnasts are
isolated to compete – and what happens to the mind when
the body is a cage. Set over the course of a single week
during a cutthroat tournament in a remote and
mountainous town in Europe, they are confronted with the
dramatic murder of a peer.
Inspired by the real world of gymnastics, ambition and
innocence collide in a passionate, dark and dramatic tale that
is set in a world where elegance and accolades are born of
hard training, nightmarish competition and frequent injury
in a world fuelled by secrets, deceit and spurious alliances.
Under relentless pressure to achieve perfection, a sign of
weakness can quickly spell the end. Eating disorders, pills,
and torment mix with teenage escapades, blood pacts and
stark nights blanketed in snow.
Martina, Nadia and Carla know the competition will be
hard: they’ll have to show they’re the only ones in the
world capable of the most wondrous and dangerous moves.
That will mean challenging their teammates. Individual
success means leaving the team behind and their sole
devotion is to overcome every limit. The girls know they
will do anything to win…But at what cost?

Ilaria Bernardini was born in Milan. She writes screenplays
(most recently, In Treatment) and was the scriptwriter for
the hit programme Very Victoria on MTV and Victor
Victoria on La7. In 2013 she published Domenica, again
with Feltrinelli. In 2015, Hop! Edizioni issued her graphic
novel based on La fine dell’amore. Her new novel, Faremo
Foresta, was just published by Mondadori, has already gone
back to press several times and has received widespread
critical acclaim.
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SUSPECTS
Lesley Pearse
From the #1 Sunday Times bestseller author
Welcome to Willow Close, where everyone is a suspect . . .
On the day Nina and Conrad Best move into their new
home in picture-perfect Willow Close a body is
discovered.
Hurrying inside with their belongings, they see horrified
neighbours gather by the police cordon - one of the
residents has been attacked and brutally killed in the woods.
Agent: Tim Bates
Publisher: Michael Joseph
Editor: Louise Moore
Publication: June 2021
Page extent: 400
Previous publishers:
Brazil (Sextante)
Bulgaria (Hermes)
Croatia (Mozaic)
Czech Republic (Moba)
Denmark (Borgen)
France (Editions Leduc.s)
Germany (Luebbe)
Greece (Minoas)
Israel (Ivrit)
Italy (Mondadori)
Korea (Tornado)
Latvia (Zvaigzne)
Netherlands (Meulenhoff
Boekerij, Van Buuren)
Norway (Cappelen Damm)
Poland (Vizja Press)
Portugal (Leya)
Russia (Family Leisure Club)
Serbia (Laguna)
Spain (Circulo de Lectores)
Turkey (Epsilon)

Believing someone must have seen the murderer, the
police interview all the residents of the Close. They soon
find out that each neighbour harbours their own secrets.
The residents of Willow Close are far from what they
initially seem and strange, even dark, things happen behind
their closed doors.
Nina and Conrad had thought they'd found their dream
neighbourhood. But have they moved into a nightmare?
Welcome to Willow Close: where you'll fit right in . . .

Lesley Pearse is renowned for her storytelling and for
creating characters that are impossible to forget. Many
of her recent books, including Gypsy, Faith and Hope,
have been #1 bestsellers and her books have been
translated into 20 languages.
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LEN DEIGHTON
World famous master of the spy novel and author of The Ipcress
File.
‘The poet of the spy novel.’ The Sunday Times

‘The coolest, funkiest, most sophisticated things we'd ever read.’
Max Hastings

‘Sharp, witty and sour, like Raymond Chandler adapted to
British gloom and the multiple betrayals of the private spy.’ The

Observer
Agent: Tim Bates
Publisher: Penguin
Editor: Simon Winder

Fiction Titles: 26

Along with Ian Fleming and John Le Carre, Len Deighton is
considered to be one of the greatest spy novelists of all time.
His internationally bestselling novels broke the mould of
thriller writing and have become modern classics; as
compelling, relevant and suspenseful now as when they were
first published.

Non-Fiction Titles: 16

Len Deighton’s most famous novels include:

Film Adaptations: 6

-The Ipcress File and Funeral in Berlin: adapted into the genredefining Harry Palmer films that launched the career of Sir
Michael Caine.
-Bomber : the classic World War Two novel about a single
bombing raid over Germany.
- The Bernard Samson trilogies: including Berlin Game,
Mexico Set and London Match; an epic sequence of 10 novels.
- SS-GB: alternative history in which the Nazis successfully
conquered Britain in World War Two; adapted by the BBC
into a television series staring Sam Riley in 2017.
Alongside his fearless thrillers, Len Deighton is also an
accomplished military historian, cookery writer and graphic
artist.
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THE OLD ENEMY
Henry Porter
A new heart-stopping international spy thriller from
'espionage master' Henry Porter, starring ex-MI6 officer
Paul Samson.
Ex-MI6 officer Paul Samson has been tasked with
secretly guarding a gifted young woman, Zoe
Freemantle. He is just beginning to tire of the job when
he is attacked in the street by a freakish looking
knifeman. It's clear the target is on his back not hers.
What he doesn't know is who put it there.

Agent: Annabel Merullo

UK publisher: Quercus
UK editor: Jane Wood
US publisher: Grove Atlantic
US editor: Morgan Entrekin
Publication: April 2021
Previous publishers:
Romania (Rao)

At that moment, his mentor, the MI6 legend Robert
Harland lies dead on a remote stretch of the Baltic
coastline. Who needed to end the old spy's life when he
was, in any case, dying from a terminal illness? And
what or who is Berlin Blue, the name scratched in the
sketchbook beside his body?
A few hours later, Samson watches footage from the US
Congress where billionaire philanthropist Denis Hisami
is poisoned with a nerve agent while testifying - an
attack that is as spectacular as it is lethal, but spares
Anastasia Hisami, the love of Samson's life.
Two things become clear. One, it was a big mistake to
lose the mysterious Zoe Freemantle. And two, Robert
Harland is making a final play from beyond the grave.

Henry Porter has spent most of his career as a journalist,
during which time he has covered such historic stories as
the Fall of the Berlin Wall, the Bosnian Civil War, and,
more recently, the migrant crisis in Europe. All have
inspired novels – the Berlin Wall prompted Brandenburg,
Bosnia produced A Spy’s life and the trek into Europe of
hundreds of thousands of people fleeing the war in Syria is
the genesis for Firefly.
14
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YOU CAN GO HOME NOW
Michael Elias
‘Elias has masterfully written a moving and terrifying story that
feels so potent and current, I can't believe something like this
hasn't shown up in the news yet.’ Jessica Anya Blau, author of

The Trouble with Lexie

‘Fascinating characters and a deep dive into the gruesomeness of
domestic violence infuse this page-turner throughout and
there's a twist at the end you'll never see coming!’ Ellen
LaCorte, author of The Perfect Fraud

‘This is a compelling thriller that has the rarest of qualities:’
Steve Martin, New York Times bestselling author of Born
Standing Up: A Comic's Life and An Object of Beauty

Agent: Caroline Michel

US publisher: HarperCollins
US
US editor: Sara Nelson
Publication: June 2020
Page extent: 272 pages
Rights sold:
French (Lattes)
Film rights:
Under option with Phoenix
Pictures to develop into as
motion picture or television
series.
Japanese sub-agent:
Tuttle-Mori

In this smart, relevant, unputdownable psychological thriller, a
woman cop is on the hunt for a killer while battling violent
secrets of her own.

“My name is Nina Karim. I am a single thirty-one-year-old
woman who likes cats, Ryan Reynolds movies, beautiful
sunsets, walking on a wintry beach holding hands with a tall,
caring, lightly bearded third-wave feminist. Yeah, right.”
Nina is a tough Queens detective with a series of cold case
homicides on her desk – men whose widows had the same
alibi: they were living in Artemis, a battered women’s shelter,
when their husbands were killed.
Nina goes undercover into Artemis. Though she is playing the
victim, she’s anything but. Nina knows about violence and the
bullies who rely on it because she’s experienced it in her own
life.
In this heart-pounding thriller Nina confronts the violence of
her own past in Artemis where she finds solidarity with a
community of women who deal with abusive and lethal men
in their own way.
For the women living in Artemis there is no absolute moral
compass, there is the law and there is survival. And, for Nina,
who became a cop so she could find the man who murdered
her father, there is only revenge.
Michael Elias is a screenwriter and novelist. His credits
include The Jerk, Lush Life and the novel The Last
Conquistador. He lives in Paris and Los Angeles.
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WHAT A SHAME
Abigail Bergstrom
A dazzling debut about shame, grief, friendship and tarot
'Absorbing and clever, I fell in love with Mathilda' Cathy Rentzenbrink
There is something wrong with Mathilda Manning,
and it's not just that she's been wearing the same pair of
black dungarees for three months straight or that she's
once again sleeping with the deeply inappropriate
Freddie
Agent: Kate Evans
UK Publisher: Hodder and
Stoughton
UK Editor: Lily Cooper
Publication: January 2022
Page Extent: 177

There is something dark inside of Mathilda Manning –
something so terrible she's spent her entire life running
from it...
Cast into the grief of a brutal break up and the death of
her father, she's not moving on. Her friends insist she's
cursed, flinging her towards tarot, cleansing baths, and
more extreme spiritual practices in a quest for
redemption. But buried memories won't stay that way
forever, it's time Mathilda faces up to her past . . .
Dark, funny and immediately intimate, What a Shame
is an emotionally-engulfing account of a woman
striving for inner peace.

Through beautifully observed satire, the novel rattles a
hornets’ nest of inherited trauma and the prickly heat
of female pain in our modern world, tackling the
madness that lies immediately beneath our skin.
Abigail Bergstrom has worked in publishing for over a
decade. An intersectional feminist campaigner, she cofounded the anti-rape campaign 'This Doesn't Mean Yes'
which has been covered in the media internationally. A
writer herself, Abigail has written for national magazines and
broadsheets, including ELLE, Sunday Times Style, the
Telegraph and Refinery29. She lives in London with her
boyfriend and her Italian Greyhound, Luca. What A Shame
is her debut novel.
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TRINITY, TRINITY,TRINITY
Erika Kobayashi
‘A beautiful and terrifying story about the dangers of the
invisible.’ Dayle More

‘One of the books the world should know of is Erika
Kobayashi’s Trinity, Trinity, Trinity. A literary thriller
about the Tokyo Olympics and the dangers of radiation
contamination.’ Shukan Dokushojin web
*now full English translation available*

Agent: Lisette Verhagen
Publisher: Shueisha (Japan)
November 2019
US publisher: Astra
Publishing House, March
2022

US editor: Danny Vazquez
Page extent: 212
Rights sold:
France (Editions Dalva)
Material available:
Full English translation,
Japanese pdf

Tokyo, 2020. Ever since the Fukushima nuclear disaster of
2011 increasing numbers of senior citizens display
symptoms of a mysterious condition known as ‘Trinity’.
They behave oddly, instigate bizarre incidents and carry
around radioactive black rocks.
When the narrator’s mother disappears from hospital
during the torch relay on the eve of the Tokyo Olympics,
the narrator suspects her mother is being involved in a
terrorist attack by so-called Trinity geriatrics to disrupt the
Olympics. She sets out in desperate pursuit, with the chase
leading to the Olympic stadium. Along the way she
uncovers family secrets and finds unexpected connections
between the Olympics and Japan’s history of atomic
power.
This multi-layered literary thriller shows how deeply
Japan’s history of nuclear power is rooted in modern life. It
explores the dangers of the unseen, and how something so
invisible as radiation can control modern Japan.

Erika’s story collection

Sunrise: Stories on
Radiation will be published

by Astra in the US in March
2023. Extensive English
sample material available.

Erika Kobayashi is a novelist and visual artist based in
Tokyo. In both her visual art as in her writing, she explores
the effects of the country’s history of nuclear power and
radiation on modern Japan. Her novel Breakfast with
Madame Curie, published in 2014 by Shueisha, was
shortlisted for both the Mishima and Akutagawa Prizes.
Trinity, Trinity, Trinity is her third novel.
17
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THE OPPOSITE OF A PERSON
Lieke Marsman
* First novel by Dutch Poet Laureate *

‘The Opposite of a Person is a gorgeous book. It’s a stunning

blend of poetry, essay writing and prose . It’s an existentialist,
essential story about the world we live in and explores the
complex role and place of us humans in it.’ Marieke Lucas
Rijneveld, International Booker Finalist and author of The

Discomfort of Evenings

Agent: Lisette Verhagen
Publisher: Atlas Contact
(The Netherlands)
Publication: June 2017
Page extent: 175
Rights sold:
UK (Daunt Books)
France (Rue Echiquier)
Material:
Dutch pdf,
Full French translation,
English translation sample

‘For such a young writer, Marsman is a strong and consistent
stylist. Her sentences are so clearly her own. Her readiness to
experiment with form makes this an audacious novel, distinct
from the work of many of her contemporaries. Ample proof that
Marsman is more than a gifted poet.’ Het Parool
‘A surprisingly playful novel, ideologically committed, an edifice
of ideas both pessimistic and optimistic. Every page is engaging
and the tone is remarkably consistent despite the abundance of
stylistic variation. In addition to all this it manages to remain a
highly topical novel.’ Joost de Vries, De Groene Amsterdammer
Ida, 29, wants to become a climatologist. She obtains an
internship in an Italian research institute tasked with the
demolishing of a dam in the Alps. This mission forces her to
leave her country and her girlfriend Robin behind. During her
time away, Ida reflects on love and global warming. What she
really wants to know is why we care so little about the world we
live in.
Blurring the lines of fiction, essay and poetry, The Opposite of a
Person is a bold inspiring debut novel that explores the problems
of climate change without ever being pessimistic or cynical.

Lieke Marsman (1990) is considered one of the greatest new
voices in Dutch literature and is the current Poet Laureate
of the Netherlands. She published her first poetry volume
(Things That I Tell Myself ) in 2010 when she was only
twenty years old, and promptly won three poetry prizes. In
2018 Lieke was diagnosed with bone cancer. In the months
following the diagnosis she wrote The Following Scan Will
Last Five Minutes, which was translated into English by poet
Sophie Collins. The Opposite of a Person is her first novel
and was shortlisted for the ECI Literature Prize.
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THINGS WE DO NOT TELL THE
PEOPLE WE LOVE
Huma Qureshi

A collection about mothers and daughters, children lost,
unborn, grown up, grown apart, and the dissonance
between lovers. It exposes the silences in families and the
parts of ourselves we rarely reveal. A daughter asks her
mother to shut up, only to shut her up for good; an
exhausted wife walks away from the husband who doesn't
understand her; on holiday, lovers no longer understand
each other away from home. The underlying themes of
loneliness, secrets, family and displacement and also the
desire to belong to someone, to some place; a yearning for
love, intertwine these stories.
Agent: Laurie Robertson
Publisher: Sceptre
Editor: Francine Toon
Publication: November 2021

Page extent: 288

Things We Do Not Tell The People We Love is

shortlisted for the 2020 SI Leeds Literary Prize, a biennial
prize for unpublished fiction by Black and Asian women,
and three of the stories have been shortlisted individually
in national short story competitions, including The Jam
Maker, which won the 2020 Harper's Bazaar short story
prize and which Bernardine Evaristo described as a
"substantial story about family, loss and belonging,"
praising its "increasingly gorgeous use of language."

Previous titles:

How We Met

Huma Qureshi is an award-winning writer and journalist,
author of In Spite of Oceans (2014) and contributor to The
Best Most Awful Job: Twenty Writers Talk Honestly
About Motherhood (2019). A former Guardian reporter,
she has also written for The Times, The Independent and
The Observer, as well as magazines including Grazia, New
Statesman, Psychologies, gal-dem and The Huffington Post.
In fiction, Huma’s short stories have received prize
recognition, winning the 2020 Harper’s Bazaar Short Story
Prize and coming second in the 2019 Benedict Kiely Short
Story Award. She is now writing her first novel.
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THE GIRLS FROM ALEXANDRIA
Carol Cooper
‘A compelling, multi-layered read - equal parts funny,
frank and sinister. Nadia’s memories and her search for her
sister moved me deeply. In this accomplished debut, Carol
Cooper captures the disturbing undercurrents of a
childhood in postwar Egypt within a climate of appalling
abuse.’ – Fiona Valpy, author of The Dressmaker’s Gift
‘Alexandria in its grander days comes vividly to life
through childhood memories in an intriguing novel, where
memory loss and confusion, sensitively treated, combine to
add suspense. A really good read.’ – Margaret Mountford

Memories are fragile when you are seventy years old. I
can’t afford to lose any more of them, not when
remembering the past might help with the here and now.
Publisher: Agora
Editor: Samantha Brace
Publication: April 2021
Page extent: 328

Nadia needs help. Help getting out of her hospital bed.
Help taking her pills. One thing she doesn’t need help
with is remembering her sister. But she does need help
finding her.
Alone and abandoned in a London hospital, 70-year-old
Nadia is facing the rest of her life spent in a care home
unless she can contact her sister Simone… who’s been
missing for 50 years.
Despite being told she’s ‘confused’ and not quite
understanding how wi-fi works, Nadia is determined to
find Simone. So with only cryptic postcards and her own
jumbled memories to go on, Nadia must race against her
own fading faculties and find her sister before she herself is
forgotten.
Carol Cooper is a doctor, journalist, and author. Born in London,
she was only a few months old when her cosmopolitan family
took her to live in Egypt. She returned to the UK at eighteen and
went to Cambridge University where she studied medicine and
her fellow students. On her path to a career in general practice,
she worked at supermarket checkouts, typed manuscripts in
Russian, and spent years as a hospital doctor. Following a string of
popular health books as well as an award-winning medical
textbook, Carol turned to writing fiction. Her first two novels
were contemporary tales set in London. Ever a believer in writing
what you know, she mined the rich material of her childhood
for The Girls from Alexandria.
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A FAMILY MAN
Kimberley Chambers
The epic new thriller from the No.1 bestselling Queen of
Gangland crime!
Meet Kenny Bond. A murderer. A good family man.
After doing a long stretch for the killing of a copper, Kenny
is out and ready to get back to normal life. And he’s got a
lot of time to make up for. His wife Sharon is the apple of
his eye, and his son Donny has done his best to run things.
But he’s not made for the life.

Agent: Tim Bates
Publisher: HarperCollins
Editor: Kimberley Young

Meet the Bond Family. Not to be messed with….
The Bond blood runs strong. Kenny’s grandsons Beau and
Brett have had some hard knocks in their young lives, and
have come out stronger. Stronger than even Kenny can
dream of. The twins wear the Bond family name proudly.
And will cause havoc on anyone who dares stand in their
way. Even if that means their own family…

Publication: September 2021
Pages: 496
Previous publishers:
Lithuania (Jotema)
Russia (AST)
Previous titles:

The Schemer
The Wronged
The Trap
Queenie

Kimberley Chambers is the Sunday Times Number One
Best-Selling author of eleven novels, including the hugely
successful ‘Butlers Series’ and ‘The Mitchell/O’Hara Saga’.
Her novels are set in the gritty underworld of the East
End/Essex. Her distinctive style, full of humour, warmth
and violence has developed a loyal and growing fan base.
She has been hailed as ‘the next Martina Cole’.
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A POSTCARD FROM PARIS
Alex Brown
Praise for Alex Brown:
‘Very lovely’ Jill Mansell.

‘Be whisked away in this sunny, heartwarming read’

Woman’s Own

‘I adored it’ Milly Johnson

A story of romance, secrets and escapism in the City of
Light from the No.1 bestseller Alex Brown...

Agent: Tim Bates

Publisher: HarperCollins
Editor: Kate Bradley
Publication: April 2021

Page extent: 384
Previous publishers:
Czech Republic (Grada)
Estonia (Pegasus)
German (Goldmann)
Italian (Newton Compton)
Israel (Penn Publishing)

Annie Lovell is desperate to put the spark back into her life,
so when her elderly neighbour inherits an abandoned
Parisian apartment, she heads straight for Paris, eager to see
what might await her.
However, when her curiosity leads her to a bundle of secret
diaries hidden within the apartment’s walls telling the life of
Beatrice Crawford, a young English woman who
volunteered in 1916 to nurse soldiers in the fields of France,
her journey takes an unexpected turn.
As she explores the romantic, captivating City of Light,
Annie begins to realise that first appearances do not always
tell the whole truth. Following Beatrice’s incredible journey
from the Great War, through the Roaring Twenties and to
a very different life in Nazi-occupied Paris, Annie discovers
that she must piece together events from the past if she is to
fulfil the legacy that Beatrice left for her to find…

Previous titles:

A Postcard from Italy
The Secret of Orchard
Cottage
The Wish
The Village Show
Not Just for Christmas
The Great Christmas Knit
Off

Alex Brown is the bestselling author of five books and
launched her career with the hugely popular Carrington’s
series set in a seaside town department store. Alex began her
writing career as a weekly columnist for The London Paper.
When she isn’t writing Alex enjoys knitting, and is
passionate about supporting charities working with care
leavers, adoption and vulnerable young people. Alex lives in
a rural village in Sussex, with her husband, daughter and a
very shiny black Labrador.
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12 BYTES
How We Got Here. Where We Might Go Next
Jeanette Winterson
A 'BOOKS OF 2021' PICK IN THE GUARDIAN, FINANCIAL
TIMES AND EVENING STANDARD
‘One of the most gifted writers working today.’ New York Times

Twelve bytes. Twelve eye-opening, mind-expanding, funny
and provocative essays on the implications of artificial
intelligence for the way we live and the way we love from Sunday Times-bestselling author Jeanette Winterson.

Agent: Caroline Michel
UK publisher: Jonathan Cape
UK editor: Rachel Cugnoni
US publisher: Grove Atlantic
US editor: Elisabeth Schmitz
Publication: June 2021
Page extent: 272
Rights sold:
Spanish (Lumen)
Previous publishers:
Catalan (Periscopi)
Chinese, complex (Thinkingdom)
Chinese, simplified
(Thinkingdom)
Dutch (Atlas Contact)
French (Buchet)
German (Kein & Aber)
Greek (Gutenberg)
Italian (Mondadori)
Korean (Minumsa)
Portuguese, Portugal (Elsinore)
Romanian (Humanitas)
Russian (AST)
Slovak (Albatros)
Swedish (Wahlstrom & Widstrand)
Japanese sub-agent:
Tuttle-Mori

An original, and entertaining new book from Jeanette
Winterson, drawing on her years of thinking about and
reading about Artificial Intelligence in its bewildering
manifestations. She looks to history, religion, myth,
literature, the politics of race and gender, and of course,
computing science, to help us understand the radical changes
to the way we live and love that are happening now.
When we create non-biological life-forms, will we do so in
our image? Or will we accept the once-in-a-species
opportunity to remake ourselves in their image?
What do love, caring, sex, and attachment look like when
humans form connections with non-human helpers teachers,
sex-workers, and companions? And what will happen to our
deep-rooted assumptions about gender?

Will the physical body that is our home soon be enhanced
by biological and neural implants, keeping us fitter, younger,
and connected? Is it time to join Elon Musk and leave Planet
Earth?
With wit, compassion and curiosity, Winterson tackles AI's
most interesting talking points, from the algorithms that data
-dossier your whole life, to the weirdness of backing up your
brain.
Jeanette Winterson was born in Manchester and read
English at Oxford, during which time she wrote her first
novel, the Whitbread award winning Oranges Are Not the
Only Fruit. Since then she has written over a dozen novels,
children’s books and short story collections. She was
awarded an CBE for services to literature in 2018.
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VALUE(S)
Building a Better World For All
Mark Carney
‘A radical book that speaks out accessibly as to how we get everyone

involved in solving our problems. And this is what we need: 50
Shades of People for 50 Shades of Green’ BONO

‘From the Great Financial Crisis to climate change and the

coronavirus pandemic, this is the essential handbook for 21st century
leaders, policymakers and everyone who wants to build a fair and
sustainable world’ Christine Lagarde

What do you value? Why is it that often the things we value the
most – from frontline nurses to the natural environment to
keeping children well fed and educated – seem of little importance
to economic markets?

Agent: Caroline Michel

UK publisher: HarperCollins
UK editor: Arabella Pike
Canadian publisher: Signal/
M&S
Canadian editor: Doug
Pepper
US publisher: Hachette
US editor: Clive Priddle
Publication: March 2021
Page extent: 336
Rights Sold:
Canadian (Penguin Random
House Canada)
Canadian French
(GruppeHomme)
China (Huazhang)
Italian (Mondadori)
USA (Hachette)

In Value(s), one of the great economic thinkers of our time
examines how economic value and social values became blurred,
how we went from living in a market economy to a market
society, and how to rethink and rebuild before it’s too late.
During his time as a G7 central banker and seven years spent as
Governor of the Bank of England, Mark Carney witnessed the
collapse of public trust in elites, globalisation, and technology; the
challenges of the 4th Industrial Revolution and the existential
threat of the growing climate emergency. Drawing on a truly
international perspective to our greatest problems, this book sets
out a framework for the change needed for an economic and
social renaissance in a post-Covid world. Embedding the values
of sustainability, solidarity and responsibility into all decisionmaking is integral to his argument for how we can channel the
dynamism of the market to turn intractable problems into
enormous opportunities. His deeply researched and forwardlooking manifesto goes to the heart of what we’ve got wrong in
the past and offers action plans to set it right for individuals,
businesses, investors and governments.
In short, Value(s) sets out how we can build a better world for all.
It is a book that offers achievable solutions to global problems,
building a future fit for our children, grandchildren and
generations to come. This is a plan for humanity restored.

Mark Carney is an economist and banker. He is currently
serving as the UN Special Envoy on Climate Action and
Finance. From 2013 to March 2020, he served as the
Governor of the Bank of England and Chair of the
Monetary Policy Committee, Financial Policy Committee
and the Board of the Prudential Regulation Committee.
He lives in Ottawa, Canada.
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THE POWERFUL AND THE DAMNED
Life Behind the Headlines in Financial Times
Lionel Barber
'Extraordinary' Tony Blair
'Riveting' Phillipe Sands
'Brutal, brilliant and scurrilously funny' Misha Glenny
The real scoop isn't on the front page.
'As FT editor, I was a privileged interlocutor to people in power
around the world, each offering unique insights into high-level
decision-making and political calculation, often in moments of
crisis. These diaries offer snapshots of leadership in an age of
upheaval...'

Agent: Caroline Michel

Publisher: Ebury
Editor: Joel Rickett
Publication: November 2020
Page extent: 480
Rights sold:
Japan (Nikkei Business
Publications)
Page extent: 352

Lionel Barber was Editor of the Financial Times for the tech
boom, the global financial crisis, the rise of China, Brexit, and
mainstream media's fight for survival in the age of fake news.
In this unparalleled, no-holds-barred diary of life behind the
headlines, he reveals the private meetings and exchanges with
political leaders on the eve of referendums, the conversations
with billionaire bankers facing economic meltdown, exchanges
with Silicon Valley tech gurus and pleas from foreign emissaries
desperate for inside knowledge, all against the backdrop of a
wildly shifting media landscape.
The result is a fascinating - and at times scathing - portrait of
power in our modern age; who has it, what it takes and what
drives the men and women with the world at their feet.
Featuring close encounters with Trump, Cameron, Blair, Putin,
Merkel and Mohammed Bin Salman and many more, this is a
rare portrait of the people who continue to shape our world and
who quite literally, make the news.

Lionel Barber was the Editor of the Financial Times from
2005 until January 2020, widely credited with transforming
the FT from a newspaper publisher into a multi-channel
global news organisation. During his editorship the FT passed
the milestone of 1m paying readers, winning many
international awards and accolades for its journalism. As
editor, he interviewed many of the world's leaders in business
and politics, including: Barack Obama and Donald Trump,
Angela Merkel, Premiers Wen Jiabao and Li Keqiang of
China, President of Iran Hassan Rouhani and Presidents
Zuma and Ramaphosa of South Africa.
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THE FUTURE OF WORK
Robert Skidelsky
With machines taking over jobs formerly done by humans,
will there be enough work to go around in the future?

Twitter is an employment minnow. It is valued at $9
billion, but employs just 400 people worldwide; about as
many as a medium-sized carpet factory in a small town.

Agent: Fiona Petheram
Publisher: Allen Lane
Editor: Stuart Proffitt
Publication: Spring 2021
Rights sold:
China (Hangzhou Blue
Lion)
German (Antje Kuntsmann)
Japanese (Chikuma Shobo)
US (The Other Press)
Previous publishers:
Belgium (De Bezige Bij)
Brazil (Record)
Greece (Metaichmio)
Hungary (Corvina)
Korea (Bookie Publishing)
Poland (Krytyki Poliyczej)
Portugal (Texto)
Romania (Bizzkit)
Spain (Critics)
Taiwan (Linking)
Turkey (Bilgi University
Press)
Japanese sub-agent:
The English Agency

The fear that the human race could run out of work was
first raised during the Industrial Revolution, when power
looms steadily replaced skilled workers. The Luddites feared
that, with machines taking over, the average labourer would
be deprived of a 'living'.
What the Luddites saw as a mortal threat, others welcomed
as the road to utopia. Oscar Wilde enthused about a future
of mechanical slaves, who did all the uninteresting work,
freeing up humankind for a life of culture and
contemplation. John Maynard Keynes predicted that within
100 years, ‘three hours a day might be quite enough’,
freeing up time to enjoy the 'arts of life'.
The advent of digital technology has given the problem of
the future of work contemporary urgency. Estimates suggest
that between 50% and 75% of current jobs in the USA
could be wholly or partially automated by 2050.
The future of work will depend not just on the improving
technical characteristics of the machines themselves but on
the social system in which technical innovation takes place,
and the values underpinning it. Should we be racing with
the machines or racing against them?
In The Future of Work, Robert Skidelsky will reconsider
the meaning of work and leisure, needs and wants, and the
nature of economic growth in order to envision the world of
work once the technological dust has settled.

Robert Skidelsky is Emeritus Professor of Political Economy
at the University of Warwick. His biography of the economist
John Maynard Keynes received numerous prizes, including
the Lionel Gelber Prize for International Relations and the
Council on Foreign Relations Prize for International
Relations.
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THE DIGITAL REPUBLIC
How to Govern Technology
Jamie Susskind
Praise for Jamie Susskind:
‘The most interesting exploration yet of the political realities
in the digital era.,’ *Books of the Year 2018*, Evening

Standard

‘He steers a course to the future that is as convincing as it is
shocking.’ The Sunday Times

Agent: Caroline Michel
UK publisher: Bloomsbury

UK editor: Alexis
Kirschbaum
US publisher: Pegasus Books
US editor: Claiborne
Hancock
Publication: Spring 2022
Rights Sold:
German (Hoffmann und
Campe)

The Digital Republic is the second trade book from Jamie
Susskind, following his award-winning debut Future
Politics: Living Together in a World Transformed by Tech
(OUP, 2018).

The Digital Republic will make a bold case for bringing
powerful digital technologies under the control of the
people - demonstrating why new regulation is essential,
what it should look like, and who should be responsible for
it.

Based on scholarly research but aimed at a mass readership,
The Digital Republic is a serious and lasting call for political
change, touching on the deepest issues of who we are and
what we value most. It will take readers on a journey
through a new system of ideas and governance, offering a
vision of a world that is freer and fairer than our own.

Previous title:

Future Politics

Jamie Susskind is a practising barrister and an author. He
received the highest First in his year from the University of
Oxford and has held two fellowships at Harvard University.
Aged 30, the Evening Standard has written of Jamie that he,
“could be one of the great public intellectual rock stars of
our time”. The central concern of Jamie’s work is that
advances in digital technology are transforming the way
humans live together, but that we are not yet ready intellectually or practically - for the changes that are taking
place.
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IDENTITY, IGNORANCE, INNOVATION

Why the Old Politics is Useless & What to do About
it
Matthew D’Ancona
This is a call to arms.
The old tools of political analysis are obsolete they have rusted and are no longer fit for purpose.
We've grown lazy, wedded to the assumption that,
after ruptures such as Brexit, the pandemic, and the
rise of the populist Right, things will eventually go
'back to normal'.
Agent: Caroline Michel
Publisher: Hodder
Editor: Andrew Goodfellow
Publication Date: March 2021
Page extent: 288
Previous publishers:
Brazil (Girassol)
France (Editions Plein Jour)
Poland (Krytyka Polityczna)
Spain (Alianza)

Award-winning political writer Matthew d'Ancona
invites you to think afresh: to seek new ways of
challenging political extremism, bombastic
populism and democratic torpor on both Left and
Right.
In this ground-breaking book, he proposes a new
way of understanding our era and plots a way
forward. With rigorous analysis, he argues that we
need to understand the world in a new way, with a
framework built from the three I's: Identity,
Ignorance and Innovation.

Previous titles:

Post-Truth

Matthew d’Ancona is a British journalist and award
-winning political columnist who writes a weekly
column for the Guardian. He was Deputy Editor
The Sunday Telegraph before becoming editor of
The Spectator in 2006. During his editorship, the
magazine enjoyed record circulation and he was
named Editor of the Year (Current Affairs) in the
2007 BSME awards.
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THE WOMEN OF ROTHSCHILD
The Untold Story of the World’s Most Famous
Dynasty
Natalie Livingstone
From The Sunday Times bestseller author of The Mistresses of

Cliveden

Praise for The Mistresses of Cliveden: ‘Narratively enthralling …
chronicled with scholarship, readability, wit and a fine eye for
telling detail.’ The Evening Standard
The story of the family who rose from the Frankfurt ghetto to
become synonymous with wealth and power has been much
mythologized. Yet half the Rothschilds, the women, remain
virtually unknown.

Agent: Caroline Michel
UK publisher: Hutchinson
UK editor: Jocasta Hamilton
US publisher: St Martin’s
Press

US editor: Charlie Spicer
Publication: October 2021
Rights sold:
Hungarian (Europa)
Previous titles:

The Mistresses of Cliveden
Japanese sub-agent:
Japan Uni

From the East End of London to the Eastern seaboard of the United
States, from Spitalfields to Scottish castles, from Bletchley Park to
Buchenwald, and from the Vatican to Palestine, Natalie Livingstone
follows the extraordinary lives of the English branch of the
Rothschild women from the dawn of the nineteenth century to the
early years of the twenty first.
As Jews in a Christian society and women in a deeply patriarchal
family, they were outsiders. Determined to challenge and subvert
expectations, they supported each other, building on the legacies of
their mothers and aunts. They became influential hostesses and
talented diplomats, choreographing electoral campaigns, advising
prime ministers, advocating for social reform and trading on the
stock exchange. Misfits and conformists, conservatives and idealists,
performers and introverts, they mixed with Rossini and
Mendelssohn, Disraeli, Gladstone and Chaim Weizmann,
amphetamine-dealers, temperance campaigners, Queen Victoria,
and Albert Einstein. They broke code, played a pioneering role in
the environmental movement, scandalised the world of women's
tennis by introducing the overarm serve and drag-raced with Miles
Davies in Manhattan.
Absorbing and compulsive: The Women of Rothschild gives voice
to the complicated, privileged and gifted women whose vision and
tenacity shaped history.

Natalie Livingstone was born and raised in London. She
graduated with a first class degree in history from Christ’s
College, Cambridge in 1998. She began her career as a
feature writer at the Daily Express and now contributes
to Tatler, Harper’s Bazaar, US Vogue, Elle, The
Times and The Mail on Sunday. Natalie lives in London
with her husband and three children.
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STRAITS
Magellan´s Journey Through Life
Felipe Fernández-Armesto
Ferdinand Magellan is credited by many as the first person
to circumnavigate the globe. 2021 marks the 500th year
anniversary of his death and will see him commemorated
across the world. Portuguese by birth and Spanish by
naturalization, he is revered internationally as a hero. The
reality is somewhat different.
Agent: Tessa David
UK publisher: Bloomsbury
UK editor: Michael Fishwick
US publisher: UCPress
US editor: Niels Hooper
Previous publishers:
Brazil (Companhia das Letras,
Record)
China (Xueyuan Press)
Denmark (Gyldendal)
Germany (Bertelsmann)
Hungary (Europa)
Italy (Mondadori)
Japan (Seidosha, Sosisha,
Hayakawa Shobo)
Korea (Han’guk Kyongje
Sinmunsa)
Netherlands (Ambo Anthos,
Atlas Contact)
Norwey (Cappelen)
Poland (Zysk iS-ka, Proszynski,
Rebis)
Portugal (Presenca, Dom
Quixote)
Serbia (Zadro)
Slovenia (Mladinska Knjiha)
Spain (Penguin Random House)
Sweden (Forum)
Taiwan (Left Bank Publishing
House)
Turkey (Iletisim)

In this timely and engrossing biography, Felipe FernándezArmesto reveals the man behind the myth. Not for the faint
hearted, the truth about his life, his character, and the events
of his ill-fated voyage offers up a stranger, darker and even
more compelling narrative than the fictional version that
has, for centuries, been touted.
Magellan did not attempt – much less accomplish – a
journey round the world. In his lifetime he was abhorred as
a traitor, reviled as a tyrant, self-condemned to destruction,
and dismissed as a failure. Straits will take readers on a
journey through the worlds he successively abjured,
adopted, explored and evaded, probing the passions and
tensions that drove him to adventure and drew him to
disaster.
Straits will be, in part, a study in failure and, in part, an
investigation of the paradox Magellan´s career exemplifies:
renown is not necessarily (or not alone) the garnish of
merit, but the gift of circumstance.
This is a book for readers willing to discard the myths,
discover the truth, and learn what Magellan’s life and times
were really like.

Felipe Fernández-Armesto’s contributions to maritime history and
the history of exploration have won the John Carter Brown
Medal, the Caird Medal of Britain´s National Maritime Museum,
and Spain´s national prize for research in geography. Pathfinders,
his global history of exploration, won the World History
Association Prize and his biography of Columbus was shortlisted
for the UK´s most valuable literary prize. The author holds the
William P. Reynolds Chair for Mission in Arts and Letters and
concurrent professorships in history and classics at Notre Dame.
Among other honours, he received Spain´s highest award for
services to education and the arts, the Grand Cross of the Order of
Alfonso the Wise, in 2017.
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AFTER THE ROMANOVS
Russian Exiles in Paris from the Belle Époque
through Revolution and War
Helen Rappaport
Bastille Day, 14 July 1919, was a great day for Paris; the
streets thronged with people celebrating the Victory Parade
as they watched the massed troops of the French and their
wartime allies. This year was a special one for émigré
Russians who had fled the Revolution in 1917 and they
were out in force on the streets of the city that had given so
many of them refuge. Among them was Grand Duke
Alexander Mikhailovich – better known as Sandro – brother
-in-law of the murdered tsar, Nicholas II.
Agent: Caroline Michel
Publisher: St Martin’s Press

Editor: Charlie Spicer
Publication: Spring 2022

There was no doubt that the Russians ‘added greatly to the
decorative side of life in Paris’. So dense was the émigré
population of the more fashionable district of Passy that it
was as though old Imperial St Petersburg had been
transplanted there. By 1926 the Russian colony in Paris had
grown to 35,070. The city had initially been able to absorb
so many because of the huge demand for labour, French
wartime casualties having been so severe. But another major
influx of Russians had come in 1933 – those fleeing Berlin
en masse in the wake of the rise of Hitler. By 1936 the
number of Russian émigrés in Paris was estimated at
between 100,000 and 120,000.

After the Romanovs focuses on the strongest, most
compelling and well-documented personalities in this story
as the focal point through an accessible, popular narrative.

Dr Helen Rappaport is an internationally bestselling historian
and author of 15 books specialising in the Victorian period
and revolutionary Russia. Helen Rappaport is a fluent
Russian speaker and a specialist in Russian history and 19th
century women’s history. Her great passion is to winkle out
lost stories from the footnotes and to breathe new life and
perspectives into old subjects.
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MY GRANDFATHER’S KNIFE
Joseph Pearson
Even the most ordinary of objects can tell a spectacular
story...
My Grandfather’s Knife is an extraordinary and intimate new
‘object-history of memory’ by Joseph Pearson, a Canadian
historian based in Berlin. Each chapter of the book examines
an object and its owner, demonstrating how everyday objects
from the past bring to life human stories from the Second
World War.

Agent: Annabel Merullo
UK publisher: The History
Press
UK editor: Simon Wright
Canadian publisher:
HarperCollins Canada
Canadian editor: Jim Gifford
Publication: April 2022

Pearson spoke to elderly family members, friends, colleagues,
and acquaintances, asking them the same question: is there an
object that tells your wartime story? His ‘next-door
discoveries’ are a knife, a diary, a recipe book, a cotton
pouch, and a string instrument. Each owner was in their
twenties during the war: a fresh-faced prairie boy, a
melancholic romantic, a capable young woman, a survivor,
and a musician wounded at the front. Each tells a personal,
and often tragic story, which Dr Pearson has painstakingly
researched, taking the reader along on his captivating
detective work. He concludes with an additional dozen
objects from the period.
However, this journey is not without its risks. As we dive
into these past lives, many of them unnerving in their
violence and cruelty, Dr Pearson forces us to ask what horrors
lurk when living witnesses of the war disappear? What is at
stake when historical objects – given power and voice –
replace the everyday, lived memory of those owners? Might
some of these beautiful relics distort – rather than show us –
the truth?

Dr Pearson is an award-winning writer and historian. He
taught at Columbia University and now lectures at the
Barenboim-Said Academy, a German university. He is the
author of BERLIN (Reaktion Press/University of Chicago
distr.), a portrait of the capital, and is a contributing writer for
the BBC, Newsweek, and Monocle magazine. For his short
fiction, he is nominated for the Pushcart Prize.
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LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF
HAPPINESS
Making the Enlightenment Dream
Peter Moore
From The Sunday Times bestselling author
‘Endeavour is an absolute joy from start to finish, and surely my
history book of the year.’ The Sunday Times

Agent: Annabel Merullo

UK publisher: Chatto &
Windus
UK editor: Becky Hardie
US publisher: FSG
US editor: Eilene Smith
Publication: 2021
Previous publishers:
China (Guangxi Normal
University Press, Beijing Zito
Books)
Germany (Mare Verlag)
Italy (Nutrimenti)
Taiwan (OWL Publishing)
US (FSG)
Previous titles:
Endeavour
The Weather Experiment
Damn His Blood

Japanese sub-agent:
Tuttle-Mori

“Life, liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” is an instantlyrecognisable line for almost every US American. It is the most
famous sentence from the 1776 Declaration of Independence,
one of the most significant documents in all human history. For
almost a quarter of a millennium the words have stood as
shorthand for the American Dream. They have been quoted by
presidents from Abraham Lincoln to Barack Obama to evoke a
set of simple yet compelling ideals – ideals that have both set their
nation apart and influenced societies all around the world.
But where did these seven words come from? The simple answer
is that they were written by the Virginian lawyer Thomas
Jefferson in Philadelphia during the fraught summer of 1776. But
the real answer is more complex than that. Jefferson was drawing
upon the ideas of the European Enlightenment who, in turn,
found their inspiration in the ideals of ancient Rome and Greece.
Jefferson’s simple line actually had a rich intellectual heritage that
stretched back two thousand years in questions such as: “How to
live a good life?”, “What is liberty?”, “How to be happy?
Set in the generation before the Declaration of Independence in
1776, Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness, traces the
fascinating origins of America’s famous trio of ideals. Featuring a
cast of characters from Samuel Johnson, John Wilkes and
Catharine Macaulay, to Thomas Paine, Jean-Jacques Rousseau
and Mercy Otis Warren, it is both a book of ideas and a thrilling
adventure narrative. It will remind us, at this time of existential
crisis in America, where that country came from in the first place.
As the distinguished historian Henry Commager memorably
wrote: “Europe dreamed the Enlightenment dream, and America
made that dream happen.”

Peter Moore is a writer, historian and critic. Peter was
educated at Durham University and City, University of
London. He now teaches on the Mst. in Creative Writing at
Oxford University and has been a Winston Churchill Fellow,
as well as a Gladstone’s Library Writer in Residence
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THE QUEEN’S FAVOURITES
Emily Brand
The French Revolution is one of the most gripping,
astonishing, and bloodthirsty episodes in Western history.
At its heart was Europe’s most exquisite royal court and its
notorious queen, encircled always by a shimmering cloud of
ladies-in-waiting. Charting the rise and fall of Marie
Antoinette’s treasured favourites – the sensitive Lamballe,
the quick-thinking Campan and the pleasure-seeking
Polignac – this group biography reveals how they
inadvertently fueled and ultimately fell victim to the popular
call for revolution. In the words of the queen, confiding in
Campan: “when a sovereign raises up favourites in her
court, she raises up despots against herself”. The truth
would be even more devastating.
Agent: Kirsty McLachlan
On submission Spring 2021

Setting the notorious Marie Antoinette and her unparalleled
fall from grace in the context of her closest female
friendships, this ambitious work focuses for the first time in
English on the interlaced stories of her favourites. Coloured
with accusations of corruption, treason, nymphomania,
lesbian affairs, child abuse and murder, this is a dark and
dramatic telling of the French Revolution through the
stories of the women in the eye of the storm.

Emily Brand is an author, historian and genealogist with a
special interest in the long eighteenth century. Her first
major work of narrative non-fiction, The Fall of the House
of Byron (April 2020), was selected to feature in BBC
History Festival, Hay Festival, BBC History Podcast, Dan
Snow’s History Hit, The Times ‘Best Summer Reads’ and
BBC Radio 4’s Book of the Week, as well as picking up
extensive press and radio interest.
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THE TRENCH
Seren Griffiths
War creates as well as it destroys. From the trenches
dug through the devastated landscape of the
Western Front, a series of remarkable discoveries
were made by one man. This man was Francis
Buckley. The skills Francis learnt as an Intelligence
Officer, and as a pioneer excavating trenches, came
together to create archaeology on the battlefield. In
the midst of the horror of war, Buckley had
stumbled across the most remarkable archaeological
landscape.
Agent: Adam Gauntlett

On Submission Spring 2021

But this is also a tale of trauma. Francis’s role in the
modernised killing of the Western Front would
haunt his conscience forever. As a result, both of the
terrible toll of his experiences on the battlefield and
the artefacts he found, he changed our
understanding of human history forever.

Dr Seren Griffiths is an archaeologist and heritage
specialist at Manchester Metropolitan University.
She was named a BBC New Generation Thinker
in 2020 and has appeared on BBC1, ITV, the
Travel
Channel,
and
the
Smithsonian
Channel. The Trench will be her first book for the
trade.
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RIVER KINGS
A New History of the Vikings From Scandinavia to
The Silk Road
Cat Jarman
‘Replete with witches, human sacrifice, Greek fire … one of the
most thrilling works of archaeological detective work I have ever
read’ William Dalrymple, FT

Follow bioarchaeologist Cat Jarman – and the cutting-edge
forensic techniques central to her research – as she uncovers
epic stories of the Viking age and follows a small ‘Carnelian’
bead found in a Viking grave in Derbyshire to its origins
thousands of miles to the east in Gujarat.
Agent: Tessa David
UK publisher: HarperCollins
UK editor: Arabella Pike
US publisher: Pegasus Books
US editor: Claiborne
Hancock
Publication: February 2021
Rights sold:
China (China Renmin
University Press)

Dr Cat Jarman is a bioarchaeologist, specialising in forensic
techniques to research the paths of Vikings who came to
rest in British soil. By examining teeth that are now over
one thousand years old, she can determine childhood diet,
and thereby where a person was likely born. With
radiocarbon dating, she can ascertain a death date down to
the range of a few years. And her research offers new visions
of the likely roles of women and children in Viking culture.
In 2017, a carnelian bead came into her temporary
possession. River Kings sees her trace its path back to eighth
-century Baghdad and India, discovering along the way that
the Vikings’ route was far more varied than we might think,
that with them came people from the Middle East, not just
Scandinavia, and that the reason for this unexpected
integration between the Eastern and Western worlds may
well have been a slave trade running through the Silk Road,
and all the way to Britain.
Told as a riveting story of the Vikings and the methods we
use to understand them, this is a major reassessment of the
fierce, often-mythologised voyagers of the north, and of the
global medieval world as we know it.

Born in Oslo, Dr Catrine Jarman is Honorary Senior Research
Associate at the University of Bristol and holds a PhD in
Bioarchaeology. Her work has been featured in the major
newspapers and in popular history magazines worldwide. She has
taken part in documentaries for BBC4, History, Discovery, and
Travel Channel, as well as contributing to several podcasts and
radio interviews.
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ALEXANDRIA
The Quest for the Lost City
Edmund Richardson
'Full, extraordinary, heart-breaking ... utterly brilliant' William

Dalrymple

'Impressive ... Masson has at last found the intrepid biographer he has
so long deserved' John Keay

The extraordinary story of Alexander the Great, a lost city and a
quest to unravel one of the greatest mysteries in ancient history

'Not all lost cities are real, but this one was.'

Agent: Tessa David

UK publisher: Bloomsbury
UK editor: Michael Fishwick
US publisher: St. Martin’s
Press
US editor: Michael Holmer
Publication: May 2021
Page extent: 656
Rights Sold:
Dutch (Hollands Diep)

For centuries the city of Alexandria Beneath the Mountains was a
meeting point of East and West. Then it vanished. In 1833 it was
discovered in Afghanistan by the unlikeliest person imaginable:
Charles Masson, deserter, traveller, pilgrim, doctor, archaeologist,
spy, and eventually one of the most respected scholars in Asia,
and the greatest of nineteenth-century travellers.
On the way into one of history's most extraordinary stories, he
would take tea with kings, travel with holy men and become the
master of a hundred disguises; he would see things no westerner
had glimpsed before and few have glimpsed since. He would spy
for the East India Company and be suspected of spying for Russia
at the same time, for this was the era of the Great Game, when
imperial powers confronted each other in these staggeringly
beautiful lands. Masson discovered tens of thousands of pieces of
Afghan history, including the 2,000 year old Bimaran golden
casket, which has upon it the earliest known face of the Buddha.
He would be offered his own kingdom; he would change the
world, and the world would destroy him.
This is a wild journey through nineteenth-century India and
Afghanistan, with impeccably researched storytelling that shows
us a world of espionage and dreamers, ne'er-do-wells and
opportunists, extreme violence both personal and military, and
boundless hope. At the edge of empire, amid the deserts and the
mountains, it is the story of an obsession passed down the
centuries.

Edmund Richardson is Associate Professor of Classics at Durham
University. He studied for his Ph.D. in Classics at Cambridge. He
did his postdoctoral fellowship at Princeton, and turned his Ph.D.
into a book, Classical Victorians. In 2016, Edmund was named
one of the BBC New Generation Thinkers – one of ten academics
selected nationwide. For the BBC, he’s recreated a Victorian
séance and gone in search of Alexander the Great's tomb.
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THE LAST ASSASSIN
The Hunt for the Killers of Julius Caesar
Peter Stothard
'A political thriller, and a human story that astonishes' Hilary

Mantel

‘The Last Assassin is a compelling true-life thriller, profoundly

researched, beautifully written, and a dire lesson in what happens
when idealism meets tyranny and political freedom dies’
Christopher Hart, DAILY MAIL 'Book of the Week'
‘Peter Stothard is a master of modern writing about ancient Rome.
An implacable dictator cannot rest happy until each of his father's
many killers is dead. A gripping history for today of how the
assassins of Julius Caesar fell one-by-one, with ever fewer places to
hide, before the vengeance of a would-be emperor’ Mary Beard

Agent: Caroline Michel

UK publisher: Orion
UK editor: Alan Samson
US publisher: OUP

US editor: Stefan Vranka
Publication: January 2021
Page extent: 320

Rights sold:
Dutch (Hollands Diep)
Italian (Newton Compton)
Japanese sub-agent:
Tuttle-Mori

Many men killed Julius Caesar. Only one man was determined to
kill the killers. From the spring of 44 BC through one of the
most dramatic and influential periods in history, Caesar's adopted
son, Octavian, the future Emperor Augustus, exacted vengeance
on the assassins of the Ides of March, not only on Brutus and
Cassius, immortalised by Shakespeare, but all the others too, each
with his own individual story.
The last assassin left alive was one of the lesser-known, Cassius
Parmensis, a poet and sailor who chose every side in the dying
republic's civil wars except the winning one, a playwright whose
work was said to have been stolen and published by the man sent
to kill him. Parmensis was in the back row of the plotters, many
of them Caesar's friends, who killed for reasons of the highest
political philosophy and lowest personal pique. For fourteen years
he was the most successful at evading his hunters but has been
barely a historical foot note - until now.

The Last Assassin dazzlingly charts an epic turn of history through

the eyes of an unheralded man. It is a history of a hunt that an
emperor wanted to hide, of torture and terror, politics and
poetry, of ideas and their consequences, a gripping story of fear,
revenge and survival.

Peter Stothard was editor of The Times from 1992 to 2002,
and then the editor of the Times Literary Supplement until
his retirement in 2016. He is the author of political diaries
and narrative non-fiction that fuses ancient history and
memoir. He was knighted for his services to newspapers in
2003.
39

NON-FICTION

NEVER GIVE UP
Bear Grylls
From the #1 bestselling author
Praise for Mud, Sweat and Tears:
‘World-famous 'extreme adventurer' Bear Grylls had so
far avoided telling his life story - until now. Well told,
personable, fast-paced, and undoubtedly a fascinating
read.’ Daily Telegraph
The extraordinary new autobiography from adventurer Bear
Grylls.
Agent: Caroline Michel
UK publisher: Transworld
UK editor: Henry Vines
US publisher: under offer
Publication: 2021

Page Extent: 304
Rights sold:
Dutch (Luitingh Sijthoff)
Estonian (Tanapaev)
Sweden (Tukan Förlag)

Previous Publishers:
Brazil (Record)
Bulgaria (Bard, Vakon)
China simplified (Jieli)
Chinese complex (Common
Master Press)
Croatia (Veble Commerce)
Czech Republic (Jota)
France (Hachette)
Germany (Boersen)
Hungary (Jaffa)
Italy (Mondadori)
Korea (Jaeum & Mouem)
Poland (Pascal)
Portugal (Marcador Editora)
Romania (Nemira)
Russia (Centrepolygraph)
Turkey (Timas)
USA (HarperCollins)

In Never Give Up, global adventurer and TV presenter
Bear Grylls chronicles his life and career since stepping onto
screen, taking readers along with him on his most famous
adventures, sharing personal stories from his favourite
expeditions, and capturing his hairiest survival challenges.
The follow up to the internationally bestselling Mud, Sweat
and Tears, in this new autobiography Bear takes readers
behind the scenes on infamous 'Man vs. Wild' shoots and
provides an insight into what it's really like to go 'Running
Wild' with guests including President Obama, Roger
Federer and Julia Roberts.
Along the way, Bear explores the valuable lessons he's
learned in the wild, opens up about his most personal
challenges and achievements, and celebrates the true value
of adventure and the enduring importance of courage,
kindness and resilience.

Bear Grylls has become known worldwide as one of the
most recognised faces of survival and outdoor adventure.
His journey started as a young boy on the Isle of Wight,
where his late father taught him to climb and sail.
Trained from a young age in martial arts, Grylls went on
to spend three years as a soldier in the British Special
Forces, as part of 21 SAS Regiment. He then went on
to star in Man vs Wild, and Running Wild, shown in
networks all around the world. His autobiography Mud
Sweat and Tears spent 15 weeks at Number 1 in the
Sunday Times Bestseller list and he has written over 85
books, selling in excess of 15 million copies worldwide.
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SUPERSONIC
The Complete, Authorised and Unabridged
Interviews
Oasis
'We are the biggest band in Britain of all time, ever. The
funny thing is, all that fucking mouthing off three years
ago about how we were going to be the biggest band in
the world - we actually went and did it'

Agent: Tim Bates
UK publisher: Headline
UK editor: Sarah Hemsley
US publisher: Rizzoli US
US editor: Jessica Case
Publication: Autumn 2021
Rights sold:
Dutch (Xander Uitgevers)
Finnish (Like)
Italian (Rizzoli Libri)

Liam and Noel Gallagher. Two brothers not only ready to
take on the world, but also each other. The two most
charismatic rock 'n' roll stars, front and centre, in what was
to become the biggest band to resonate around the world
for the last 30 years. Attending an Oasis gig, you knew
you were in for a volatile ride. The chemistry was simply
electric, from the smallest clubs to the sold out stadiums, it
was infectious. But highs breed lows, and the ingredients
of their success also proved to be the catalyst for the band's
demise.
Supersonic documents that journey, from the moment
Noel joined Liam's band, through those crucial five years
and the landmark gigs at Knebworth - the pinnacle of the
band's career - to when, a few short weeks later, the first
irreparable cracks appeared. With almost thirty hours of
interviews with all members of the band, including Liam
and Noel Gallagher, as well as many more with those
closest to the band, Supersonic is the official oral history of
Oasis and tells for the first-time ever the entire story
behind one of the world's greatest bands and its two
enigmatic, embattled frontmen.

Japanese sub-agent:
The English Agency

Oasis were an English rock band formed in Manchester in
1991. As of 2009, Oasis have sold over 75 million records
worldwide, making them one of the best-selling bands of
all time. They have won 17 NME Awards, nine Q Awards,
four MTV Europe Music Awards and six Brit Awards,
including one in 2007 for Outstanding Contribution to
Music and one for the Best Album of the Last 30 Years (for
(What's the Story) Morning Glory?), and been nominated
for two Grammy Awards.
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TO BE PERFECTLY BLUNT
James Blunt
From the bestselling singer-songwriter, king of wry
putdowns, and master of self-deprecation comes a new
guide to living life Bluntly.
In To Be Perfectly Blunt, James Blunt will pass on
the vital life lessons he’s learned in his own signature
style, from his expertise in dealing with trolls, fame
and modern life to the timeless values he picked up
in the Army.

Agent: Annabel Merullo

Publisher: Little Brown
Editor: Andreas Campomar

This wide-ranging, elegant and hilarious book will
take us behind the bestselling albums and the viral
tweets to the man beneath, sharing the witty wisdom
and razor-sharp insight that James has picked up over
the course of his unique and varied life.

Publication: October 2022

Previous titles:

How to be a Complete and
Utter Blunt

James Blunt is an English singer-songwriter, record
producer and former British Army officer. His 2004
debut album Back to Bedlam, featuring the hit single
“You're Beautiful". The album has sold over 11
million copies worldwide, was the best-selling album
of the 2000s in the UK, and is one of the best-selling
albums in UK chart history. Blunt has received several
awards, including two Brit Awards and five Grammy
Award nominations.
His first book, a collection of his iconic tweets titled
‘How To be A Complete and Utter Blunt’, shot to
the top of the Amazon charts when it was released in
November 2020.
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MY LIFE IN DIRE STRAITS
A Long Way From Deptford
John Ilsley
Some bands go huge - only a few stay huge.

One of the most successful music acts of all time, Dire
Straits have filled stadia around the world. Their album sales
number the hundreds of millions and their music is still
played in every continent today. Their songs were either
the complete soundtrack or the background music for an
entire generation. There was, quite simply, no bigger band
on
the
planet
throughout
the
eighties.
Agent: Annabel Merullo
Publisher: Transworld
Editor: Michelle Signore
Publication: October 2021
Page extent: 320

Rights sold:
Finnish (Minerva Publishing
House Ltd.)
Italian (EPC Editore)

In this powerful and entertaining memoir, bass guitarist,
founder member and mainstay, John Illsley, gives the inside
track on the most successful rock band of their time. From
playing gigs in the spit-and-sawdust pubs of south London,
to hanging out with Bob Dylan in LA, John tells his story and the story of the band - with searching honesty, soulful
reflection
and
great
humour.
He also pays tribute to the remarkable talents of Mark
Knopfler, whose unique ability to connect with people
from all corners of the world was so important to the
success of the band. John's is the first - and only- inside
account of this global music phenomenon and is a fitting
celebration that will delight millions of Dire Straits fans.

John Illsley is an English musician who rose to fame as the
bass guitarist of the critically acclaimed band Dire Straits.
With Dire Straits, John has been the recipient of multiple
BRIT and Grammy Awards, and a Heritage Award. As one
of the founding members (with Mark Knopfler, his brother
David and drummer Pick Withers) John played a major role
in the development of the Dire Straits sound. When Dire
Straits finished touring in 1993, John became involved in the
art world. Having carved a reputation for himself as a painter,
John had solo exhibitions in London, New York, Sydney
and across Europe. He also co-founded the children's charity
Life Education in 1987 which was recently integrated into
Coram, one of the oldest UK charities. John also owns a
pub, the East End Arms in the New Forest.
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IN KILTUMPER
A Year in an Irish Garden
Niall Williams with Christine Breen
From the authors of This Is Happiness and Her Name Is
Rose, a memoir of life in rural Ireland and a meditation on
the power, beauty, and importance of the natural world.
Praise for the authors:
"A book so beautiful and so funny and so true that it will
make you love the whole human race and forgive it all its
trespasses." --New York Times Book Review on This is

Happiness
Agent: Caroline Michel
Publisher: Bloomsbury
Editor: Michael Fishwick
Publication: August 2021
Page extent: 304

35 years ago, when they were in their twenties, Niall
Williams and Christine Breen made the impulsive decision
to leave their lives in New York City and move to
Christine's ancestral home in the town of Kiltumper in rural
Ireland. In the decades that followed, the pair dedicated
themselves to writing, gardening, and living a life that
followed the rhythms of the earth.
In 2019, with Christine in the final stages of recovery from
cancer and the land itself threatened by the arrival of
turbines just one farm over, Niall and Christine decided to
document a year of living in their garden and in their small
corner of a rapidly changing world. Proceeding month-bymonth through the year, and with beautiful seasonal
illustrations, this is the story of a garden in all its many
splendors and a couple who have made their life observing
its wonders.
Niall Williams was born in Dublin in 1958. He is the author
of eight novels including John and Four Letters of Love.
Niall lives in Kiltumper in County Clare, with his wife,
Christine. Niall has now finished writing the screenplay for
his novel Four Letters of Love, which is being produced by
Element Pictures, and is due to go into production with
Mark Rylance attached to star.
Christine Breen was born in New York and educated in
Boston and Dublin, where she received an MA in Irish
Literature. She is an artist, homeopath, gardener, and mother
of two children. She lives in Kiltumper, Ireland with her
husband, the novelist Niall Williams, in the cottage where
her grandfather was born. Her debut novel Her Name is
Rose was published in 2015.
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IF IN DOUBT, WASH YOUR HAIR
A Manual for Life
Anya Hindmarch
'I've been waiting for this book all my life and
everyone needs to read it' Claudia Winkleman
‘A hands-on, practical guide to managing the stresses
of daily life' Evening Standard, Highlights for 2021
'Warm and refreshingly honest' Julia Samuel
‘A treasure trove of inspiring, down-to-earth and
practical advice shared with humour and honesty ’

Alexandra Shulman

Agent: Caroline Michel

Publisher: Bloomsbury
Editor: Alexis Kirshbaum
Publication: May 2021

Page Extent: 256

‘Essential reading for the post pandemic
entrepreneur . . . The ultimate guide to being both
successful AND nice. Hail the roaringly kind 20s’
Christa D'Souza

'When asked what my best piece of advice is, I
nearly always reply with: "if in doubt, wash your
hair." On the one hand it's flippant, even trivial. But
on the other hand, everyone who smiles at my silly
piece of advice must also in some way relate to this
doubt I am referring to.'
Anya Hindmarch is a mother of five, stepmother,
e n t re p re n e u r a n d g l o b a l l y re n ow n e d
businesswoman. In If in Doubt, Wash Your Hair, she
shares what she has learned during her busy and
eclectic life, what she still worries about, and what
advice she has received along the way.
From practical tips and quick fixes, to profound
observations about confidence and creativity, this
inspiring handbook will show you how to live a
little better - and why sometimes, the answer can be
as simple as washing your hair.

Anya Hindmarch, fashion designer, businesswoman
and mother of five, founded her company as a
teenager in 1987, and has since grown it into an
award-winning global brand, known for its
craftsmanship, creativity and sense of humour. Anya is
NED of the British Fashion Council and Emeritus
Trustee of both the Royal Academy of Arts and the
Design Museum. She was made CBE in 2017.
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HOW TO BE A REFUGEE
One Family’s Story of Exile and Belonging
Simon May
‘Simon May’s memoir is both deeply felt and profoundly
thought. It is also beautifully conceived – propelling us from
the innocence of childhood when questions are hard to put
through to the realities of age. This is a superb book.’ Lisa
Appignanesi, author of Everyday Madness: On Grief, Anger,

Loss and Love.

Agent: Caroline Michel

The most familiar fate of Jews living in Hitler’s Germany is
either emigration or deportation to concentration camps.
But there was another, much rarer, side to Jewish life at that
time: denial of your origin to the point where you manage
to erase almost all consciousness of it. You refuse to believe
that you are Jewish.

Publisher: Picador

How to Be a Refugee is Simon May’s gripping account of
how three sisters – his mother and his two aunts – grappled

Editor: George Morley

with what they felt to be a lethal heritage. Their very
different trajectories included conversion to Catholicism,
marriage into the German aristocracy, securing ‘Aryan’
status with high-ranking help from inside Hitler’s regime,
and engagement to a card-carrying Nazi.

Publication: January 2021
Page extent: 320
Previous titles:

Love: A New Understanding
of an Ancient Emotion
Nietzsche’s Ethics and his
War on ‘Morality’
The Power of Cute
Thinking Aloud: A
Handbook of Aphorisms
Atomic Sushi: Snapshots of
the Fall and Rise of Japan

Even after his mother fled to London from Nazi Germany
and Hitler had been defeated, her instinct for selfconcealment didn’t abate. Following the early death of his
father, also a German Jewish refugee, May was raised a
Catholic and forbidden to identify as Jewish or German or
British.
In the face of these banned inheritances, May embarks on a
quest to uncover the lives of the three sisters as well as the
secrets of a grandfather he never knew. His haunting story
forcefully illuminates questions of belonging and home –
questions that continue to press in on us today.

Simon May was born in London, the son of a violinist and a
brush manufacturer. Visiting professor of philosophy at
King’s College London, his books include Love: A History;
The Power of Cute; and Thinking Aloud, a collection of his
own aphorisms. His work has been translated into ten
languages and regularly features in major newspapers
worldwide. For many years he has intended to move ‘back’
to Berlin, but has yet to do so.
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WILD THINGS, CHILD THINGS
A Biography of a Friendship
Alice Driver
Wild Things, Child Things is the story of a lifelong friendship
between the author’s mother and the writer and illustrator,
Maurice Sendak. A narrative of a child and an adult searching for
and finding meaning in making art. But it is also a memoir of three
generations of the Halsey family – her grandparents (painters), her
mom (a weaver), her dad (a potter), and Alice, herself (a writer)
and how Marco touched – and changed - their lives.

Agent: Kirsty McLachlan
On submission Spring 2021

To Alice’s mom, Maurice Sendak was Marco or Marko, as he
frequently signed his letters. They met when she was five and
spending her Charleston, South Carolina summers bottling mud
to repel biting flies and selling it to tourists – Marco was twentysix. It was the early 1950s and Maurice had befriended Alice’s
grandparents, William Halsey and Corrie McCallum, both
painters and part of the creative movement of the time. That
summer was to lead to a lifetime of letter writing between Alice’s
mom and Maurice Sendak – and to his close relationship to three
generations of the Halsey family.
As a child, Alice met Marco on several occasions and grew up
reading his books – one of her favorite lines was from Pierre: A
Cautionary Tale in Five Chapters and a Prologue. She would
shout, “I don’t care, said Pierre,” at her parents when she didn’t
want to do something. She knew that her mom and Marco wrote
each other letters until he died in 2012, but whenever Alice asked
to be shown the letters, there was a reason not to share them. It
wasn’t until Alice was at home in rural Arkansas recovering from
COVID-19 that her mom went to the bank and retrieved them
from the lockbox. Perhaps her mom was moved by a sense of
mortality and urgency that so many have felt during the COVID
era, perhaps, it was simply time to tell the history of such an
important friendship. After guarding a family secret for decades,
Alice’s mom, began to share, day by day, the story of what
brought Maurice Sendak and the Halsey family together.
Part memoir, part biography of a friendship, Wild Things, Child
Things is a personal meditation on both a lifelong relationship and
the nature of creativity.
Alice Driver is a writer. Her long form reporting, radio, and essays
have appeared in National Geographic, Oxford American, The

New York Review of Books, Time, California Sunday Magazine,
CNN, CBC Radio, PBS, and Longreads, among others. Driver
works on long-term projects in the US and Latin America
reporting in English, Spanish and Portuguese. She grew up in rural
Arkansas, in a house built by her potter father and her weaver
mother.
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LIFE ON A THREAD
How my Fight for Survival Made me Stronger
Jamie Hull
‘An extraordinary human being, and an inspiration to all’

Ross Kemp

‘Jamie is a remarkable survivor. What he has been through is
extraordinary. A very brave man indeed’ Sir Jackie Stewart
SAS trooper and trainee pilot Jamie Hull was flying solo
when his aircraft caught fire. It should have been the
end of his life, but it was the beginning of his story.

Agent: Annabel Merullo
Publisher: Ebury
Editor: Lorna Russell
Publication: May 2021

Page extent: 228

With flames up to his chin, he brought the plane in,
climbed out and jumped from the wing. As he lay on
the ground, fully conscious, waiting for the emergency
services, he could smell his flesh burn.
Even if he survived, what would he have left to live
for?
But this man is made of stern stuff. He fought back
from the brink of death, and created a new and
profoundly meaningful life from the wreckage of his
experience.

Meet Jamie Hull, former Special Services soldier, now
Ambassador for Help for Heroes and veteran of two
marathons, a 3,000-mile bicycle race across America and
an expedition up Mount Kilimanjaro. His story will take
to you to the furthest extremes of human endurance and
endeavour.
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LOSING YOU(NG)
How to Grieve When your Life is just Beginning
Rachel Wilson
I looked like I still belonged in that world of disappointing hookups, drunk nights and social media feeds, but I didn’t. I didn’t belong
anywhere, anymore, because where could ‘home’ even be, if she
wasn’t in it?

Agent: Lisette Verhagen
UK Publisher: Under offer
On Submission Spring 2021

When Rachel Wilson’s mother died two years ago, the day after
her 26th birthday, she had no idea how to grieve. She read all the
books from Joan Didion’s The Year of Magical Thinking to Julia
Samuel’s Grief Works but they were mostly directed to people
much older than her. She didn’t’ find the support and guidance she
so desperately needed. They didn’t talk about her grief. They
grieved the past, she mourned the future. All those milestones
ahead of her: her first big job, buying a house, becoming a mother
herself: she now had to navigate life without the guidance of her
mother, her best friend. What did any of that matter if her mum
wouldn’t be there to see it?
In desperate need to talk to someone her own age, she started The
Grief Network: a community run by and for bereaved young
people. A community who ‘get it’, and have helped her and
countless others to feel less alone. A community who know what is
like to be young but to feel old. The Grief Network is now one of
the leading support groups for bereaved people in their twenties.

Losing You(ng) is not just about loss, it’s also very much about life

and how to live it when you are young and faced with trauma. It’s
about how to grieve when your friends grappling with the typical
trials of modern twenty-somethings: shitty break-ups, unfulfilling
grad jobs, looming essay deadlines and extortionate rents.

Moving through a different milestone of youth in each chapter,
from the hedonism of leaving school at eighteen, to the identity
crisis of turning 30 and early parenthood, the book will offer
personal stories of quarter-life grief and insights from leading
international grief experts such as bestselling authors Julia Samuel
and Hope Edelman. It will be practical, personal and profound and
the to go-to book for bereaved young people to guide them and to
make them feel less alone. It will be the first serious grief book for
people in their twenties.

Rachel Wilson is a writer and founder of The Grief Network.
She has written for The Guardian, The Times, The New
Statesman, VICE, i-D and more. Currently based in London,
she has lived in Melbourne, Paris and Berlin, where she has
worked as an editor and translator. Her work has a strong focus
on sexuality, grief, culture and place.
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THE ANXIETY PROJECT
My Journey to the Center of our Deepest Fears
Daan Heerma van Voss
‘Daan Heerma van Voss is without a doubt the most
interesting Dutch writer of his generation. Unable to write
even one dull sentence, his work is of a scope and maturity
one rarely sees in a 30-year old. Saying this writer is
“promising” is an understatement. That promise has been
amply fulfilled.’ Herman Koch, author of The Dinner

Agent: Lisette Verhagen
Publisher: Atlas Contact

Pub date: April 2021
Page extent: 330
Material:

Dutch manuscript, English
sample translation

When Dutch novelist and historian Daan Heerma van Voss
finds himself in yet another break-up because he is too
anxious to be with, he goes on a long journey to find the
roots of his deepest fears. He is not just interested in his
personal fears, he wants to dig deep and answer big
questions. Why are 264 million people suffering from it,
and why is this number growing every day? Where is
anxiety really coming from? What do our genes have to do
with it? What is the link between anxiety and creativity?
And how to love when you are in a constant state of fear?
To answer these questions, Daan takes us on a profoundly
moving journey from his apartment in Amsterdam to
France, Jakarta and San Francisco. Along the way we’ll meet
philosophers, artists and writers and other fascinating
individuals from around the world. Will Daan be able to
save his relationship and ultimately himself?

The Anxiety Project is a beautifully written and brutally
honest male account of everything Daan learned on his
journey and will appeal to everyone who’s trying to remain
calm on this very nervous planet.

Daan Heerma van Voss has written for several national and
international newspapers, such as The New York Times,
Vogue US, Pen International, Haaretz (Israel),
Dissidentbloggen (Sweden) and Svenska Dagbladet. His
novels have been shortlisted for several awards and he was
awarded De Tegel for extraordinary journalistic
achievements. His muchacclaimed novel The Last War
(2016) has been translated into German, Spanish, Swedish
and Chinese. The Anxiety Project is his first major work of
nonfiction.
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THE MADNESS OF GRIEF
A Memoir of Love and Loss
Richard Coles
Whether it is pastoral care for the bereaved, discussions
about the afterlife, or being called out to perform the last
rites, death is part of the Reverend Richard Coles's life and
work. But when his partner the Reverend David Coles
died, shortly before Christmas in 2019, much about death
took Coles by surprise. For one thing, David's death at the
early age of forty-three was unexpected.

Agent: Tim Bates
Publisher: W&N
Editor: Alan Samson
Publication: April 2021

The man that so often assists others to examine life's moral
questions now found himself in need of help. He began to
look to others for guidance to steer him through his grief.
The flock was leading the shepherd. Much about grief
surprised him: the volume of 'sadmin' you have to do when
someone dies, how much harder it is travelling for work
alone, even the pain of typing a text message to your
partner - then realising you are alone.
The Reverend Richard Coles's deeply personal account of
life after grief will resonate, unforgettably, with anyone who
has lost a loved one.

Page extent: 224

The Reverend Richard Coles is an English musician,
writer, Church of England priest, and co-presenter of
Saturday Live on BBC Radio 4. He read Theology at
King’s College London, and after ordination worked as
a curate in Lincolnshire, then in central London, before
coming to Finedon in Northamptonshire, where is
Vicar. He was the multi-instrumentalist who partnered
Jimmy Somerville in the 1980s band the Communards,
which achieved three Top Ten hits, including the
Number 1 record and best-selling single of 1986, a
club/dance version of “Don’t Leave Me This Way”.
He is the author of Fathomless Riches, Bringing in the
Sheaves, and Lives and Legends of the Improbable
Saints. He lives in the Vicarage at Finedon with his
dachshunds.
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A VERY NICE REJECTION LETTER
Diary of a Novelist
Chris Paling
‘A literary stealth bomber.’ Guardian

6 April 2007
Writing income for the year so far: minus £300
'I feel that this might just be the year in which something
happens. Then again it might not. But hope drives all writers
on.'

Agent: Tim Bates
Publisher: Little Brown
Editor: Andreas Campomar
Publication: June 2021
Page extent: 240

It's unlikely that you'll know Chris Paling's face or have
heard his name. This is his diary of trying to make a living as
a writer, through the typical career trajectory of what is
deemed a 'mid-list novelist'. Publishing rule 6: there is no

such thing as a 'low-list' novelist.

In renumeration terms, writing is a career that often ends in
disappointment and despair, and occasionally disgrace. Paling
artfully explores what compels him and so many others to
write - the battling joys and agonies of when that
compulsion beds itself in one's psyche, and a day without
writing is a day wasted. A fascinating insight into the writing
process, he tracks the need to write something new, or
something old in a new way, something relevant, something
that needs to be written when very little actually does, in
search of that ever-elusive goal of being 'in print'.
By turns moving, wry and brutally honest, A Very Nice
Rejection Letter unveils the rewarding yet soul-baring life of
a novelist. At its heart is a love letter to the art of writing but
this delightful book is also a profound reflection on the
forces that drive us all.
Chris Paling is the author of nine novels, the most recent of
which, “Nimrod’s Shadow”, was published by Portobello
Books and featured in the first “Fiction Uncovered”
promotion. He has contributed to most of the major national
newspapers and is a longstanding radio producer, regularly
making radio documentaries for Radio 4 through Pier
Productions in Brighton where he is Development Editor.
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THE EX-BOYFRIEND YARD SALE:
Finding the Formula For the Cost of Love
Haley McGee

Haley McGee is in debt. The solution? A yard sale of the gifts
from her ex-boyfriends.
When it came to pricing, she got stuck. Surely the ways we
invest in our romantic relationships should be reflected in
the price. But how?

Agent: Kirsty McLachlan
UK publisher: Hodder &
Stoughton
UK editor: Hannah Black
Canadian publisher:
Doubleday
Canadian editor: Bhavna
Chauhan
Publication: May 2021

Page Extent: 400
Rights sold: Taiwan (Ping’s
Publications)

Is the mixtape from your first love worth more than the
vintage typewriter from a philanderer? Does sitting on a box
cutter wedged between seats on bus when going to see the
boyfriend you lost your virginity to increase or decrease the
value of the necklace he gave you? Do the lies you told the
guy who gave you a jewellery box dock its price?
Should you be compensated for the miserable times or do
they render an item worthless?
Haley decides to gamble on a larger pay out. She interviews
her exes and enlists the help of a mathematician to create a
formula - with 87 variables - for the cost of love. As she
wrestles her financial literacy and tackles romantic and
professional woes, the one that got away reappears with a
new proposition.
Female desire, heartbreak and the chance for integrity are
held up in this whip-smart, original and daringly candid
memoir. As Haley McGee interrogates her romantic
triumphs and failures with unflinching detail and hilarity her
exquisite proses elevates this all too human conundrum: is
love worth it?

Haley McGee is an internationally acclaimed playwright and
actress. Originally from Canada she is currently living in
London. Talks have started for a TV-series.
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POOR LITTLE SICK GIRLS
Ione Gamble
Poor Little Sick Girls is about what it's like to be at the
centre of a feminist movement that has no real place for
you. What being a fat, unwell, perpetually exhausted
woman means in a culture that celebrates wellness, body
positivity, and the hustle.

Agent: Kate Evans

Publisher: Dialogue Books
Editor: Sharmaine Lovegrove
Publication: May 2022

Pages: tbc

Ione turns her sharp, pop-culture obsessed eye to our
current fixation on identity politics, personal branding,
productivity, and #LivingYourBestLife in this relentlessly
insightful collection of essays. From her complex
relationship with self care (bejewelled fake nails were a light
at the end of the medication tunnel) to how the
gross girls of horror films became her heroines, our
fetishisation of the right kind of female illness (thin, pale,
white, submissive), to the dark side of coping mechanisms
and why it is in fact okay to spend a lot of time in bed.

Poor Little Sick Girls picks apart the apparently benign

threads of a very troubled cultural moment and charts the
history of how we got there.
With shades of Shrill and Bad Feminist but ultimately
entirely its own, Poor Little Sick Girls is a brilliantly
nuanced exploration of our obsession with optimisation, as
viewed through the internet, from a sick bed.

Ione Gamble is an editor and writer based in London. She is
the Founding editor-in-chief of Polyester zine and the host
of The Polyester Podcast.
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THE MOTHER PROJECT
Making it to Parenthood the (very) Long Way
Round
Sophie Beresiner
Brave, funny and honest, columnist Sophie
Beresiner takes us on her complex journey to
parenthood and shows us that there’s more than
one way to become a mother.

Agent: Kate Evans
Publisher: HaperCollins/
Mudlark
Editor: Katya Shipster

Publication: May 2021
Pages: 320

Sophie’s journey to motherhood began aged 30
with a cancer diagnosis that stole her fertility. Today,
Sophie is older (40), wiser (and agonisingly
excellent at hindsight), and somewhat battered.
Through interminable cycles of hope and failure,
her infertility story spanned three countries, five
surrogates and a debt she’d rather not dwell on.
Part memoir, part manifesto, The Mother Project is
the epic story of Sophie’s quest for happiness.
Exploring the complexities, expectations and
injustices faced by millions of women across the
world, it is a book that is both personal and
universal.

Sophie Beresiner is an award-winning journalist,
Sunday Times STYLE columnist and former Beauty
Director of ELLE UK. She currently works as
Beauty & Style Director at new global editorial
platform BURO. Sophie won PPA Columnist of the
year for her Mother Project column and is the best
selling author of Back Chat Beauty. She lives in
London with her husband and (finally) her baby.
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IF LOVE COULD KILL
The Myth and Truth of Women’s Violence
Anna Motz
Women are gentler than men, ruled by maternal
instinct, nurturing, caring. So the story goes. But
just like men, they are capable of terrible crimes
that ruin lives, including their own. Female violence
is a truth too uncomfortable for most to consider: a
taboo that offends the idealised notion of women as
sources of love, nurture and care.

Agent: Adam Gauntlett
UK publisher: W&N
UK editor: Maddy Price
US publisher: Knopf
US editor: Vicky Wilson
Publication: Spring 2023

Through ten stories of how ordinary women came
to commit extreme acts of cruelty, torture and
murder, Anna Motz sheds light on women’s
capacity for evil. She takes the reader on a journey
into psychotherapy, uncovering their motives and
the fault lines in their psyche that led to these acts.
Motz explores the dance between patient and
therapist, the tortuous pathways to recovery and
understanding, and offers the reader a rare glimpse
inside the world of the forensic psychotherapist as
she tackles the question: how can seemingly
ordinary women come to do unspeakably evil
things?

Anna Motz is a Consultant Clinical and Forensic
Psychologist and Psychotherapist, with over thirty
years of experience working with violent women.
Born and raised in New York, she now lives in
Oxfordshire. If Love Could Kill will be her first
book for the trade.
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THE LADY DI LOOKBOOK
What Diana Was Trying To Tell Us Through Her
Clothes
Eloise Moran
Fashion writer Eloise Moran has studied thousands of
pictures of Princess Diana over the past few years. Looking
carefully at Diana’s clothes, she discovered that behind each
outfit lies a carefully crafted strategy. What Lady Di couldn’t
express verbally, she seemed to express through her clothes.

Agent: Lisette Verhagen
UK publisher: Octopus

UK editor: Alison Starling
US publisher: St Martin’s
Press
US editor: Elizabeth Beier
Publication: Spring/
Summer 2022

With The Lady Di Look Book Eloise Moran takes us on a
photographic journey celebrating Princess Diana’s fashion
choices over the years. From the pink gingham pants and
pastel-yellow overalls of a sacrificial lamb—to the sexy
Versace mini dresses, power suits, and cycling shorts of a free
woman; this will be Eloise’s selection and interpretation of
Diana’s most show stopping eighties and early nineties outfits
and of course, her most fearless post-divorce revenge looks.
Whether it’s ‘80s cottagecore Diana, androgynous bow-tie
Diana, little black dress Diana, or athleisure Diana— there is
a look for all of us. There’s a bit of Diana in all of us.
Full of wit and humour, The Lady Di Look Book will be a
gorgeous gift book and appeal to an entire new generation of
Diana fans.

* Illustrations cleared by
the author

Eloise Moran is a London-born, Los Angeles based fashion
writer and creator of the viral Instagram phenomena
@ladydirevengelooks. The account recently featured in The
New Yorker, The LA Times, and The Telegraph, where
Eloise was credited with introducing the Instagram generation
to Diana’s revenge dressing ways. Eloise lives in LA with her
most prized possession: an original Virgin Atlantic Sweatshirt
which was seen on Lady Diana herself.
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FINDING VALENTINE
Monica Mark

Agent: Adam Gauntlett
UK publisher: Simon and
Schuster
UK editor: Fritha Saunders
US publisher: Vintage
Books (PRH)
US editor: Maria Goldverg

In the summer of 2014, Monica Mark was in Sierra
Leone to report on the devastating Ebola epidemic
for The Guardian newspaper. When the country
abruptly shut its borders, she found herself stranded
in a deserted hotel, anxious and alone. So she
decided to distract herself by embarking on a search
for the legendary figure of Valentine Strasser, a local
nightclub dance champion who at the age of 25
unwittingly became the world’s youngest dictator,
ruled Sierra Leone for four tumultuous years, then
mysteriously vanished.

Finding Valentine follows Monica on a journey that
takes her from Freetown to Lagos, and London to
far-flung Banjul, in search of a fallen ruler who
doesn’t want to be found. As she pieces together the
legend of Valentine Strasser, she unearths one of the
strangest chapters in the recent history of West
Africa and, closer to home still, uncovers a personal
history that is, by turns, darkly funny and tragic.

Publication: Spring 2023

Monica Mark is The New York Times’ Johannesburg
bureau chief. Previously, she was BuzzFeed News’ first
ever Africa correspondent, based in Dakar, and before
that she lived in Lagos for four years while working
as The Guardian’s award-winning West Africa
correspondent. Finding Valentine will be her first
book for the trade.
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IMAGINE A CITY
Mark Vanhoenacker
Since I was a kid, I’ve had the habit of dreaming about a city
that doesn’t exist…

Agent: Caroline Michel
UK publisher: Chatto &
Windus
UK editor: Clara Farmer

US publisher: Knopf
US editor: Dan Frank
Publication: Spring 2022

Previous publishers:
Chinese (Gingko)
Dutch (De Arbeiderspers)
Finnish (Teo)
German (Hanser)
Italian (Mondadori)
Japanese (Hayakawa)
Korean (Book Planet)
Russian (Sinbad)
Spanish (Captain Swing)
Taiwanese (Faces)

Mark Vanhoenacker’s fascination with cities grew along
with his hopes of becoming a pilot. What is the city?
What’s being said or sung or joked about at this very
moment on a radio station there, what ruins of it will be
unearthed or unknowingly tarmacked over tomorrow, what
plane is climbing steadily away from it in the last light of the
day? What is left of the city’s walls? In which months do the
boats or the harvest arrive in from the sea or the
countryside, how exactly, on winter nights, does the snow
sail through the high cables and fly across the beams of
headlights of the cars crawling over the thick dark deck of
the city’s longest bridge?

For most of his life, Mark has turned to the city he’s
dreamed of to ask or answer these questions. Mark’s job
takes him to many real cities, which fascinate him endlessly.
One of the ways he processes this fascination is by idly
retelling the story of a real city in terms of the imagined
one.
In Imagine a City, Mark shows the reader how a city, real
or imagined can be a childhood escape from uncomfortable
realities, a kind of urban simulation game as an adult, a vast
mental dance floor on which to play your favourite music,
an effective aid to sleep, or a pre-filled form for articulating
hopes for a slightly improved or heightened urbanity.

Mark Vanhoenacker is a Senior First Officer for British
Airways, flying Boeing 747s to major cities around the
world. Skyfaring , his first book about airline flying, was a
huge international bestseller and was translated into 12
languages
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A WILD IDEA
The True Story of Douglas Tompkins—The Greatest
Conservationist (You’ve Never Heard Of)
Jonathan Franklin
The incredible true story of the entrepreneur turned conservationist--the
founder of the iconic companies The North Face and Esprit who used his
fortune to protect over 12-million acres of land from development and
exploitation and battle to save the wild.

Agent: Annabel Merullo
US publisher: Harper One
US editor: Miles Doyle
Publication: August 2021
Rights sold:
Chile (Planeta Chile)
Taiwan (Yuan-Liou)
Japanese sub-agent:
Tuttle-Mori
Previous publishers:
Arabic (Arabic Scientific
Publishers)
Brazil (Companhia das Letras,
Nova Fronteira)
China (Gingko, Hangzhou)
France (Robert Laffont)
German (Piper, C. Bertelsmann)
Japan (Kyodo Tsushin)
Hungary (Gabo)
Italy (RCS Libri, Il Saggiatore)
Korea (Gimm-Young)
Norway (Cappelen Damm)
Poland (Swiat Ksziaski, Sonia
Draga)
Portugal (Civilizacao)
Russia (Eksmo)
Spain (Planeta d’Agostini, Aguilar)
Taiwan (Wind)
Turkey (Kuraldisi)
Previous titles:

438 Days
33 Men

Expelled from high school in 1959, Douglas Tompkins sought his
freedom in San Francisco, where he opened a ski and outdoor
equipment shop he called The North Face and Esprit clothing company.
Over the next twenty-five years, Tompkins built these modest shops into
2 of the world's most beloved brands. Esprit became the envy of retail,
upending the way fashion apparel is produced, marketed, and sold.
Breaking from traditional corporate leadership, Tompkins practiced what
he called, "management by absence," calling into the office four to six
months a year from Tibet, the Swiss Alps, Siberia, and other remote
locations where he could kayak, ski, trek across a glacier, or climb
mountains.
Successfully summiting the peaks of capitalism, Tompkins realized he had
climbed the wrong mountain. Determined to make a change, he sold his
company and flew 6,400 miles south to Patagonia to live amid the wild
beauty in a shack he dubbed "The Hobbit House." From there
Tompkins launched an unprecedented conservation campaign to create a
National Parks system--a 12-million-acre swath of protected land
stretching from Patagonia to Tierra del Fuego--and prevent the
destruction of South American ecosystems. But the battle wasn't easy.
Opposed by anti-environmental forces, including the Chilean military
and Catholic Church, Tompkins waged a multi-million-dollar Monkey
Wrench-style guerrilla campaign targeting national and international
companies devastating the environment for profit. Though Tompkins
died in a kayaking accident in 2015, his legacy endures. In addition to his
conservation victories, Tompkins also inspired a new generation of
environmentalists and conservationists who continue the fight.
A tale of determination, innovation, and triumph, illustrated with blackand-white photographs throughout, A Wild Idea is a celebration of a
complicated and often contradictory man, a stern taskmaster who
obsessed over detail yet often ignored his children; a multi-millionaire
who preferred to sleep on a couch; an environmentalist who drove a red
Ferrari; and a visionary who pursued his dreams, abandoned them, then
chased new ones, becoming among most notable conservationists of his
time..

Jonathan Franklin is an investigative journalist who has
reported for the New York Times, Boston Globe, and The
Guardian. A native of Massachusetts, he resides in Santiago,
Chile, with his wife and seven daughters, but often lives off
the grid when writing his books.
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THE HUNT FOR THE LOST ORCHIRD
Sarah Bilston
Would you die for a flower?
In 1818 a strange new plant arrived, in mysterious circumstances, at
the home of a struggling English brewer. The remarkable purple
flower astonished everyone who saw it. But where did it come
from? Nobody knew.

Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman
On submission Spring 2021

So began a decades-long hunt that changed lives and gripped an era.
Orchids inspired a sort of early Gold Rush. Amateur botanists
desperate to make their reputation, adventurers in pursuit of a
fortune, businessmen determined to dominate the market began
quests all over the world in pursuit of the “lost orchid.” Some died.
Most failed. And, in the process, native communities and fragile
ecosystems were ravaged as billions of plants were ripped from their
homelands and shipped back to feed a culture’s fast-growing
obsession with exotics. Victorian society breathlessly followed the
news of ever more incredible discoveries in the jungles and
mountains of Asia, Australia, and South America.. But how did it all
begin? And who were the people caught up in it – the generations
of those who risked their lives in pursuit of a flower? Who were the
collectors battling in the auction rooms, the importers betting
everything on a new discovery, the women fighting to be taken
seriously by male connoisseurs? And who were the people defending
their homeland and their environment from outside
encroachments?
The story of the first orchid to inspire an
international obsession has never been told – until now.
“The lost orchid” was not just a designer object, a collectible for the
wannabe connoisseur. As more and more tropical plants poured into
Europe, scientists were offered tantalizing glimpses of the world’s
extraordinary, complex variety. An anxious naturalist named Charles
Darwin, wounded by stinging rebukes from colleagues unconvinced
by his theory of evolution, was fascinated: “I am convinced that
orchids have a wicked power of witchcraft.” Then one day he
noticed something remarkable about orchids, something that could
help him prove his revolutionary theory at last.

The Hunt of the Last Orchard is not just a tale of a missing plant, a

society’s obsession, and a frantic hunt - it’s the story of a passion that
changed the world.

Sarah Bilston is a Victorian literature scholar who grew up in the UK,
graduated from Oxford, and is now a tenured professor at Trinity
College in Connecticut. Her recently published and critically
acclaimed (academic) book, The Promise of the Suburbs (Yale UP
2019) has received fantastic reviews, and she has a distinguished
reputation in her field for drawing on a wide range of sources – not
just the familiar faces but long-forgotten figures - especially women
and the lower classes - offering fresh, often surprising readings.
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WHEN WE TOUCH
The Science and Experience of Touch in the
Modern World
Michael Banissey
When was the last time you touched someone you do
not live with? After a year living with pandemic-related
lockdown restrictions it may have been some time ago.
Coronavirus has put touch in the spotlight. And yet, the
truth is that many people were already feeling a lack of
touch in the world around them long before the
coronavirus pandemic began.
Agent: Annabel Merullo
On submission Spring 2021

We rely on touch every day of our lives. It makes us who
we are. It helps us connect with those around us. Despite
this, many feel out of touch with the world. Over half of
us long for more touch in our lives. But, people
increasingly report a reluctance to touch. So, what does
the future hold for touch in society?
In When We Touch, neuroscientist and touch expert
Prof Michael Banissy, bridges expert insights with lived
experiences to explain why we touch. From the most
inconsequential
to
the
most
salient
experiences; When We Touch is an exploration of touch
in all walks of life. Delving into everything from our likes
and dislikes, to how we can help people experiencing
touch starvation. Answering questions that will help us to
communicate via touch at home, at work, and in public.
The result is a book bringing together scientific expertise
with diverse experiences that will help us understand
what touch means, how it defines us, and what the future
of touch is likely to be.

Michael Banissy is an award-winning Professor in Social
Neuroscience and Science Communicator. His most
recent project was the Touch Test – a science and
broadcast collaborative project with the BBC and
Wellcome Collection. This project explored attitudes to
and experiences of touch via the world’s largest
contemporary survey on the topic and a series of broadcast
programmes focused on the topic of touch, which
received worldwide attention.
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THE SLEEPING BEAUTIES
And Other Stories of Mystery Illness
Suzanne O’Sullivan
New book from the recipient of both the Wellcome Book Prize and the
Royal Society of Biology Book Prize

'In my view the best science writer around – a true descendant of Oliver
Sacks.' Sathnam Sanghera, author of The Boy with the Topknot
In Sweden, refugee children fall asleep for months and years at a time.
In upstate New York, high school students develop contagious seizures.
In the US Embassy in Cuba, employees complain of headaches and
memory loss after hearing strange noises in the night.

Agent: Kirsty McLachlan

UK publisher: Picador/Pan
Macmillan

These disparate cases are some of the most remarkable diagnostic
mysteries of the twenty-first century, as both doctors and scientists have
struggled to explain them within the boundaries of medical science and
– more crucially – to treat them. What unites them is that they are all
examples of a particular type of psychosomatic illness: medical disorders
that are influenced as much by the idiosyncratic aspects of individual
cultures as they are by human biology.

UK editor: Georgina Morley
US publisher: Pantheon
US editor: Dan Frank
Publication: Spring 2021
Page extent: 227
Rights sold:
Poland (Znack)

Inspired by a poignant encounter with the sleeping refugee children of
Sweden, Wellcome Prize-winning neurologist Suzanne O’Sullivan
travels the world to visit other communities who have also been subject
to outbreaks of so-called ‘mystery’ illnesses.
From a derelict post-Soviet mining town in Kazakhstan, to the
Mosquito Coast of Nicaragua via an oil town in Texas, to the heart of
the Maria Mountains in Colombia, O’Sullivan hears remarkable stories
from a fascinating array of people, and attempts to unravel their
complex meaning while asking the question: who gets to define what is
and what isn’t an illness?
Reminiscent of the work of Oliver Sacks, Stephen Grosz and Henry
Marsh, The Sleeping Beauties is a moving and unforgettable scientific
investigation with a very human face.

Dr Suzanne O'Sullivan has been a consultant in neurology since 2004.
She first worked at The Royal London Hospital and now works as a
consultant in clinical neurophysiology and neurology at The National
Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, and for a specialist unit based
at the Epilepsy Society. Suzanne's book about psychosomatic illness, It's
All in Your Head (Chatto & Windus/The Other Press 2016) won both
the Wellcome Book Prize and the Royal Society of Biology Book Prize
and was published in over fifteen countries. Her second book,
Brainstorm, was published to critical acclaim by Chatto & Windus.
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THE TRUTH DETECTIVE
Practical Tools for Everyday Critical Thinking
Alex O’Brien
Uncertainty, risk, ambiguity, emotion, non-verbal
behaviour - in so many ways life is like a game of
poker. So approach it like a poker player, with
critical thinking.
In The Truth Detective, science journalist and
competitive poker player Alex O'Brien shows how
we can survive and prosper in a world full of
uncertainty and incomplete information. It's a book
about getting to the truth.
Agent: Elizabeth
Sheinkman
Publisher: Profile
Editor: Rebecca Gray
Publication Date: 2021

Rights Sold:
Romanian (Globo)
Japanese sub-agent:
The English Agency

You'll meet a host of experts who break down the
science of navigating a world in which fact and
fiction are becoming increasingly hard to tell apart.
Presenting evidence from psychological research and
a range of professionals - from FBI agents and
behavioural economists to poker aces and bounty
hunters - O'Brien assembles strategies we can all use
to analyse the information that surrounds us every
day.
Tackle life like a poker player. Let your critical
thinking guide you through the jungle of
disinformation - and on to success in the game of
life.

Alex O’Brien is a London based science writer. Her work has
appeared in The Guardian, Scientific American, Discover

Magazine, Medium, The Huffington Post, Gizmodo, Delayed
Gratification, The Long&Short and other publications. She
was shortlisted for Best Newcomer in 2016 by the Association

of British Science Writers and is also co-founder of
EquationX - A series of science related leadership events
hosting talks and debates.
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SENTIENT
What Animals Reveal about our Senses
Jackie Higgins
Sentient assembles a menagerie of zoological creatures –
from land, air, sea and all four corners of the globe – to
understand what it means to be human. Through their eyes,
ears, skins, tongues and noses, the furred, finned and
feathered reveal how we sense and make sense of the world,
as well as the untold scientific revolution stirring in the field
of human perception.

Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman
UK Publisher: Picador
UK Editor: Georgina Morley
US Publisher: Atria
US Editor: Peter Borland
Publication: June 2021
Rights Sold:
Chinese, Simplified (Citic)
Japan (Bungei Shunju)
Japanese sub-agent:
Tuttle-Mori

The harlequin mantis shrimp can throw a punch that can
fracture aquarium walls but, more importantly, it has the
ability to see a vast range of colours. The ears of the great
grey owl have such unparalleled range and sensitivity that
they can hear twenty decibels lower than the human ear.
The star-nosed mole barely fills a human hand, seldom
ventures above ground and poses little threat unless you are
an earthworm, but its miraculous nose allows it to catch
those worms at astonishing speed – as little as one hundred
and twenty milliseconds. Here, too, we meet the four-eyed
spookfish and its dark vision; the vampire bat and its
remarkable powers of touch; the bloodhound and its
hundreds of millions of scent receptors, as well as the bartailed godwit, the common octopus, giant peacocks,
cheetahs and golden orb-weaving spiders. Each of these
extraordinary creatures illustrates the sensory powers that lie
dormant within us.
In this captivating book, Jackie Higgins explores this
evolutionary heritage and, in doing so, enables us to
subconsciously engage with the world in ways we never
knew possible.

Jackie Higgins grew up by the sea in Cornwall and has
always been fascinated by the natural world. She read
Zoology at Oxford, as a student of Richard Dawkins. She
then worked on the ground-breaking BBC series Supersense
revealing the world from an animal's perspective for the first
time. She worked at Oxford Scientific Films for a decade,
making wildlife films for the BBC, National Geographic and
The Discovery Channel, and at the BBC Science
Department making documentaries.
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THE GLITTER IN THE GREEN
In Search of Hummingbirds
Jon Dunn
“Sometimes a book comes along with a subject so enticing
and, literally, brilliant that you pinch yourself to discover that
no one has already laid claim to it – The Glitter in the
Green might already be a classic text in this field...” Tim
Dee, acclaimed author of Four Fields and The Running
Sky.
“At a time when we are confined to our home patch, Jon
Dunn transports us to the Americas, in this delightful hymn
of praise to the most extraordinary of all the world’s bird
families – hummingbirds” Stephen Moss, naturalist and
author.
Agent:: Tim Bates
UK publisher: Bloomsbury
UK editor: Michael Fishwick
US publisher: Basic Books
US editor: Lara Heimert
Publication: June 2021
Page extent: 288
Rights sold:
Germany (HarperCollins
Germany)

An acclaimed natural history writer follows the trail of the
remarkable hummingbird all over the world.
Hummingbirds are a glittering, sparkling collective of over
three hundred wildly variable species. For centuries, they
have been revered by indigenous Americans, coveted by
European collectors, and admired worldwide for their
unsurpassed metallic plumage and immense character. Yet
they exist on a knife-edge, fighting for survival in boreal
woodlands, dripping cloud forests, and subpolar islands.
They are, perhaps, the ultimate embodiment of evolution's
power to carve a niche for a delicate creature in even the
harshest of places.

Traveling the full length of the hummingbirds' range, from
the cusp of the Arctic Circle to near-Antarctic islands,
acclaimed nature writer Jon Dunn encounters birders,
scientists, and storytellers in his quest to find these beguiling
creatures, immersing us in the world of one of Earth's most
charismatic bird families.

The Glitter in the Green has received starred reviews in

Quercus and Publisher’s Weekly, as well as rave reviews
from critics and authors.
Jon Dunn is a natural history writer, photographer, and
wildlife tour leader. His writing has appeared in a number of
magazines, including BBC Wildlife. He is the author of
three previous books, including Orchid Summer. He lives
on his croft on the remote Shetland Islands.
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BIRDSONG IN A TIME OF SILENCE
Steven Lovatt
A lyrical celebration of birdsong, and the rekindling of a deep
passion for nature.

"At this time of year, blackbirds never simply fly: instead,
like reluctantly retired officers, they're always 'on
manoeuvres', and it's easy to see from their constant
agitation that for them every flower bed is a bunker, every
shed a redoubt and every hedge-bottom a potential place of
ambush"

Agent: Tessa David
Publisher: Penguin Press
Editor: Richard Atkinson
Publication: March 2021
Rights sold:
Dutch (De Geus )

As the world went silent in lockdown, something else
happened; for the first time, many of us started becoming
more aware of the spring sounds of the birds around
us. Birdsong in a Time of Silence is a lyrical, uplifting
reflection on these sounds and what they mean to us.
From a portrait of the blackbird - most prominent and
articulate of the early spring singers - to explorations of how
birds sing, the science behind their choice of song and nestsites, and the varied meanings that people have brought to
and taken from birdsong, this book ultimately shows that
natural history and human history cannot be separated. It is
the story of a collective reawakening brought on by the
strangest of springs.

Steven Lovatt is a birder, writer, critic and teacher, based in
South Wales. His creative and critical writing has been
widely published, including in Little Toller’s online
magazine The Clearing (of which he was also co-editor),
Critical Survey and the New Welsh Review. This is his first
book.
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TAPESTRIES OF LIFE
Uncovering the Lifesaving Secrets of the Natural
World
Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson
‘A powerful and engaging book about why we need an
intact nature’ Klassekampen
From the author of the acclaimed Extraordinary
Insects comes a fascinating investigation into
humanity’s relationship with the natural world and the
myriad ways that flora, fauna and animals help to
sustain human life.

Agent: Annabel Merullo
Publisher: HarperCollins/
Mudlark
Editor: Joel Simons

Publication: June 2021
Rights sold:
Chinese, Simplified (Golden
Rose)
Dutch (De Bezige Bij)
Finnish (Bazar)
Italian (Add)
Korean (Danchu)
Polish (Znak)
Romanian (SC Publica)
Swedish (Volante)
Taiwanese (Azoth)
Vietnamese (Read Books)
PFD handle US and UK
rights for this title. If you are
interested in translation rights
please contact the Stilton
Agency.

Trees clean air and water; hoverflies and bees pollinate
our crops; the kingfisher inspired the construction of
high-speed trains. In Tapestries of Life, bestselling
author Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson explains how closely
we are all connected with the natural world,
highlighting our indelible link with nature's finely knit
system and our everyday lives.
In the heart of natural world is a life-support system
like no other, a collective term that describes all the
goods and services we receive - fod, fresh water,
medicine, pollination, pollution control, carbon
sequestration, erosion prevention, recreation, spiritual
health and so much more. In this utterly captivating
book, Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson sets out to explore
these wonderful, supportive elements - taking the
reader on a journey through the surprising
characteristics of the natural world.

Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson is a professor at the Norwegian
University of Life Sciences (NMBU) in Ås, Norway, as well
as a scientific advisor for The Norwegian Institute for
Nature Research NINA. She has a Doctorate degree in
conservation biology and lectures on nature management
and forest biodiversity.
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HOW I BECAME A TREE
Sumana Roy
In this remarkable and often unsettling book, Sumana Roy
gives us a new vision of what it means to be human in the
natural world. Increasingly disturbed by the violence, hate,
insincerity, greed and selfishness of her kind, the author is
drawn to the idea of becoming a tree. 'I was tired of speed',
she writes, 'I wanted to live to tree time.' Besides wanting to
emulate the spacious, relaxed rhythm of trees, she is drawn
to their non-violent ways of being, how they tread lightly
upon the earth, their ability to cope with loneliness and
pain, the unselfishness with which they give freely of
themselves and much more.

Agent: Lisette Verhagen

UK & US publisher: Yale
University Press
UK & US editor: Jennifer
Banks
Indian publisher: Aleph Book
Company (February 2017)
Publication: July 2021
Page extent: 236
Rights sold:
France (Gallimard)
Germany (Matthes & Seitz)

She gives us new readings of the works of writers, painters,
photographers and poets (Rabindranath Tagore and D. H.
Lawrence among them) to show how trees and plants have
always fascinated us. She studies the work of remarkable
scientists like Jagadish Chandra Bose and key spiritual
figures like the Buddha to gain even deeper insights into the
world of trees. She writes of those who have wondered
what it would be like to have sex with a tree, looks into
why people marry trees, explores the death and rebirth of
trees and tells us why a tree was thought by forest-dwellers
to be equal to ten sons. Mixing memoir, literary history,
nature studies, spiritual philosophies and botanical research,
How I Became a Tree is a book that will prompt readers to
think of themselves and the natural world that they are an
intrinsic part of, in fresh ways. It is that rarest of things - A
truly original work of art.

Sumana Roy is the author of How I Became a
Tree (2017), Missing: A Novel (2018), Out of Syllabus:
Poems (2019), and My Mother’s Lover and Other
Stories (2019). She has edited Animalia Indica: The Finest
Animal Stories in Modern Indian Literature (Aleph), and
her poems, essays and stories have been published in Granta,

Guernica, Prairie Schooner, LARB, The Common, The
White Review, Catapult, Berfrois, The Journal of South
Asian Studies, American Book Review, among other
places. She is currently Associate Professor of English and
Creative Writing at Ashoka University, India.
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A LABOUR OF LOVE
Ten Years of Call the Midwife
Stephen McGann
A beautiful anniversary book marking ten years of Call the
Midwife, featuring personal reflections, anecdotes and
insights from the cast, writers and crew, as well as lots of
behind the scenes photos.

A Labour of Love is a unique and intimate anniversary book

Agent: Annabel Merullo
Publisher: W&N
Editor: Maddy Price
Publication: November 2021
Page extent: 320

marking ten years of the international smash hit BBC TV
series Call the Midwife. Written by actor and author
Stephen McGann, a founding member of its starring cast, A
Labour of Love is the up-close and personal story of Call
the Midwife as told by the cast and crew who've made it
into the iconic drama it is today. A Labour of Love is warm,
moving and funny - a journey through the Call the
Midwife years with personal reflections, anecdotes and
insights from co-stars, producers, technical crew and guests
- all related with love and affection by someone who was
there at the birth, and who watched it grow to become a
cherished worldwide success.
The book has ten chapters for each of the ten years of Call
the Midwife from 1957 - 1966, filmed from 2011 to 2021.
Within each chapter, Stephen chats to the key cast and crew
about their personal feelings, thoughts and memories of
filming key moments of the drama that year - and we
explore some of the themes, locations, fun times and
technical challenges that stood out in the season for them.

Filled with heart-warming stories, hilarious anecdotes,
fascinating facts and figures as well as beautiful photos from
the show and behind-the-scenes, this is the perfect
Christmas gift for fans of Call the Midwife.
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AT CHRISTMAS WE FEAST
Festive Food Through the Ages
Annie Gray
Praise for Annie Gray:

‘Annie Gray is a brilliant writer and scholar who brings a
glorious combination of enthusiasm and greed to every
subject she tackles. In the field of food history she leads the
pack’ Jay Rayner
‘Had me at the first sentence’
Nigel Slater

Agent:: Tim Bates
Publisher: Profile
Editor: Rebecca Gray
Publication: November 2021
Page extent: 224

To many people, Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without
a turkey and trimmings, pudding and brandy butter and a
feeling by the end of the day that movement is impossible.
But where do our notions of ‘traditional fare’ come from,
and when modern writers ‘reinvent’ the Christmas meal, are
they really doing anything so very different?
This book celebrates the foods of Christmas, along with the
trappings and traditions of dinner, from the earliest
mentions, to the present day. From the gluttonous
celebration of the full twelve days during the thirteenth
century, to the masques and merriment of the Tudors,
Christmas has always been a celebration.
Much though some – throughout history – have attempted
to make it All About Religion, it has been about food,
drink and relaxing strict social norms for pretty much all of
its history.
Set out by foodstuff, but with break-out boxes on specific
themes, this is a celebration of Christmas through the table.
It uses recipe books, literary description and illustrations, as
well as experimental work on recipes from the everyday to
the spectacular.
Dr Annie Gray is a food historian specialising in the
Georgian, Victorian and early twentieth centuries. She’s a
popular speaker and broadcaster and also works as a
consultant to museums and heritage sites. Annie has
worked in heritage for over ten years, both as a food
historian, and also advising on domestic history and the
lives of servants.
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EVERYBODY LOVES ALFIE
Katherine Brook

Hazel and Alfie have just moved in together. They’ve also just slept together, and are left wondering whether they’ve just made the most enormous mistake, or the complete opposite.
During the awkward days that follow, opportunities to work out how they both feel pass them by
as Hazel’s sister, Emily, and her wife, Afra, come to stay, excited to start a new life in a new town,
and to find the perfect sperm donor who might help them bring a baby into their family.
The novel follows Hazel, Alfie, Emily and Afra as the choices they make on the precipice of
change have a ripple effect that travels through all of their lives, binding them together in many
unconventional ways.

Everybody Loves Alfie is a refreshing look at the modern world, treading lightly through serious
topics such as anxiety, the ethics of having children, feminism, toxic masculinity and female creativity, with a healthy dose of Extinction Rebellion thrown in.

Katherine Brook lives in London and works in Sales Operations at Faber and Faber, having previously worked for Foyles. She has a PhD in French Literature and Visual Art from King’s College
London, and a Masters in European Literature and Culture from the University of Cambridge. Her
short-form writing has been published in The Fiction Pool and The Real Story.

UK: under offer• Material: full un-edited manuscript • Agent: Philippa Sitters • Rights: under offer in Germany
and Spain.
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THE BOOK OF EVERLASTING THINGS
Aanchal Malhotra

In the pre-partitioned Lahore of 1937, ten-year-old Samir Vij locks eyes with eight-year-old Firdaus Khan through the rows of perfume bottles in his family’s ittar-shop in Anarkali bazar. It is
not her eyes that draw her to him, though, but the intoxicating smell of her skin. Firdaus becomes
an enigma to the perfumer prodigy Samir, and against the struggle for Indian independence, their
friendship blossoms into love. Their years become defined by books full of pressed leaves, stolen
glances across a calligrapher’s studio, paper boats made with secret letters, the aroma of tuberose,
and the balmy, sultry smell of monsoon.
But severed by the violence of Partition just a decade later, home becomes a foreign place, and
death hangs over every house as Lahore city is destroyed. Suddenly bereft of both lineage and
land, Samir is forced to flee to Delhi. An undivided land is divided, a heart is carved in two; Samir
becomes Indian and Firdaus becomes Pakistani. Unable to survive as a refugee in Lahore’s twin
city, the young perfumer embarks on a journey across the oceans, and in the last British troopship
to leave Hindustan in 1948, he discovers a secret that does not belong to him. From the battlefields
of World War One, to the flower fields of Grasse; from 388 letters of love, to a brief and secret
marriage, Samir Vij traces the story of his perfumed life.
Aanchal Malhotra is a writer, oral historian and artist based in New Delhi. She was shortlisted for
the 2019 Nayef Al-Rodhan Prize, awarded annually by the British Academy to a non-fiction book
that promotes global cultural understanding, for her work on the partition of India, Remnants of
Partition: 21 Objects from a Continent Divided. She studied at the Ontario College of Art and Design University, Toronto, and Concordia University, Montreal, and is also the co-founder of the
Museum of Material Memory.

Publishers: FlatIron (US), HarperCollins India • Summer 2021• Editor: Caroline Bleeke • Material: full edited
manuscript soon to be delivered • Agent: David Godwin • Rights sold: Dutch (Uitgeverij Nieuw Amsterdam)

74

HOMEBOUND
Puja Changoiwala
It is 2020. The Indian government has announced the world’s biggest coronavirus lockdown - at a fourhour notice. The move has triggered an exodus. Millions of migrant workers are fleeing the cities they
built, walking thousands of miles to get home. One of them is 14-year-old Meher Balhaari.
Afraid of starving to death, Meher is compelled to leave Mumbai with her family. As she embarks on a
700-mile journey to Rajasthan, there are no trains, cars or buses. There are endless roads on foot, dense
forests and dangers unknown. There are angry cops, thieving truckers and demons within. There are heat,
fatigue and a fatal pathogen on the loose. Many have died on the road already; many others left for the
dead. Will Meher be an exception?
An aspiring journalist, Meher sees India with young, probing eyes, which she narrates to a renowned reporter via ten letters – the cow craze and WhatsApp murders, the professional mourners and opium gurus,
the alpha cities and broadband villages. This epistolary novel is her intensely human story and that of other migrants in India. A portrait of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless, it captures the horrors of the Covid-19 pandemic for the world’s disadvantaged – a global story set in an Indian universe.

Puja Changoiwala is an award-winning journalist, and author of the critically acclaimed true crime book,
The Front Page Murders: Inside the Serial Killings that Shocked India. As a journalist, Puja writes about
the intersections of gender, crime, social justice, human rights and technology. Her work has featured
across the likes of The Guardian, The Hindu, BBC, Al Jazeera and South China Morning Post, among
others.
Previously a human rights correspondent with a London-based magazine, Puja has also worked as a senior
crime reporter with Hindustan Times. A 2019 fellow with the Global Investigative Journalism Network,
she is recipient of the prestigious Laadli Media Award for Gender Sensitivity, Red Ink Award for Excellence in Indian Journalism, Iceland Writers Award, among other acclaims.

UK publisher: HarperCollins India • Publication: Jan 2022 • Editor: Udayan Mitra • Material: Full Manuscript •
Agent: David Godwin
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NAMES OF THE WOMEN
Jeet Thayil

'Dazzling, smouldering . . . It’s literally a tale that's waited a thousand years to be told.' Marlon
James, Winner of the 2015 Man Booker Prize

Names of the Women is a retelling of the New Testament from the points of view of the women
whose roles have been suppressed, reduced or erased from the gospels. The novel begins with
Christ on the cross addressing Mary Magdalene, and, over the course of 24 chapters, tells the stories of Mary, Herodias, Salomé, Martha of Bethany, Mary of Bethany, Joanna, Assia and Lydia,
among other figures, both fictional and historical, and it ends with the voice of Mary, mother of
Christ. This is the story of Christ as seen by the women who played minor parts in the New Testament, who stayed with him through the crucifixion, when his disciples had abandoned him.
Jeet Thayil was born into a Syrian Christian family in Kerala in 1959, and was educated in Jesuit
schools in Bombay, Hongkong and New York. He worked as a journalist for twenty-three years
before returning to India to write fiction. His first novel, Narcopolis, was awarded the DSC Prize
for South Asian Literature and was shortlisted for the Man Booker prize. His five poetry collections include These Errors Are Correct, which won the Sahitya Akademi Award (India’s National
Academy of Letters). His music collaborations include the noise quintet Still Dirty, the experimental trio HMT, and the opera Babur in London. His most recent novel is Low, published by Faber.
Praise for Low:

“A novel of our times . . . Low is beautifully written, intelligent and gripping, and elicits compassion for a character who is pitifully adrift.” The Spectator

Publisher: Jonathan Cape, March 2021• Editor: Michal Shavit • Material: full edited manuscript • Agent: David
Godwin • Rights sold: Iceland (Hringana)
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A VERTICAL ART

Oxford Lectures
Simon Armitage

This edition gathers the expansive and spirited public lectures delivered by Simon Armitage during his 'conscientious and often amusingly self-conscious tenure' (TLS) as Oxford University Professor of Poetry.
Armitage tries to identify a 'common sense' approach to an artform that can lend itself to grand
statements and vacuous gestures, questioning both the facile and obscure ends of the poetry spectrum, asserting certain fundamental qualities that separate the genre from near-neighbours such as
prose and song lyrics, examining who poetry is written for and its values in contemporary society.
Above all, these are personal essays that enquire into the volatile and disputed definitions of poetry from the point of view of a dedicated reader, a practising writer and a lifelong champion of its
power and potential.
Simon Armitage is Poet Laureate and was born in West Yorkshire and is Professor of Poetry at
the University of Leeds. A recipient of numerous prizes and awards, he has published twelve collections of poetry, including Seeing Stars (2010), The Unaccompanied (2017), Sandettie Light
Vessel Automatic (2019) and his acclaimed translation of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
(2007). He writes extensively for television and radio, and is the author of two novels and the non
-fiction bestsellers All Points North (1998), Walking Home (2012) and Walking Away (2015).
His theatre works include The Last Days of Troy, performed at Shakespeare's Globe in 2014. In
2015 he was appointed Professor of Poetry at Oxford University and in 2018 he was awarded the
Queen’s Gold Medal for Poetry.
UK Publisher: Faber • Publication: 20th May 2021 • Editor: Matthew Hollis • Material: full manuscript • Agent:
David Godwin •
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BEYOND

Stephen Walker
“Whoever controls space controls the world.”
Lyndon B. Johnson 1958

‘Suddenly, every previous biography has been superseded … A spellbinding and completely authoritative account’
Colin Burgess
‘Brings to life the space race and the extraordinary story of Yuri Gagarin … A history that reads like a thriller’
Anne Applebaum
9.07 a.m., April 12, 1961. A top-secret rocket site in the USSR. A young Russian sits inside a tiny capsule on top of
the Soviet Union’s most powerful intercontinental ballistic missile – originally designed to carry a nuclear warhead –
and blasts into the skis. His name is Yuri Gagarin and he is about to make history.
Travelling at almost 18,000 miles per hour – ten times faster than a rifle bullet – Gagarin circles the globe in just 106
minutes. While his launch begins in total secrecy, within hours of his landing he has become a world celebrity – the
first human to leave the planet.
Beyond tells the thrilling story behind that epic flight on its sixtieth anniversary. It happened at the height of the Cold
War as the US and USSR confronted each other across an Iron Curtain. Both superpowers took enormous risks to get
a man into space first – the Americans in the full glare of the media, the Soviets under deep cover. Both trained their
teams of astronauts to the edges of the endurable. In the end the race between them would come down to the wire.
Drawing on extensive original research and the vivid testimonies of eyewitnesses, many of whom have never spoken
before, Stephen Walker unpacks secrets that were hidden for decades and takes the reader into the drama – featuring
the scientists, engineers and political leaders on both sides, and above all the American astronauts and their Soviet
rivals battling for supremacy in the heavens.
Stephen Walker was educated at Oxford and Harvard universities, before joining the BBC as a graduate trainee. He
has since directed and produced over 30 films for the BBC, Channel 4 and ITV, as well as numerous foreign broadcasters. In 2006 he founded Walker George Films, a multi award-winning TV and film production company. Stephen
has twice been voted as one of Britain’s top ten television directors by the UK’s industry-leading Broadcast magazine.
Publisher: HarperCollins • April 2021 • Editor: Arabella Pike • Material: full edited text• Agent: David Godwin • Rights
Sold: Germany (Hoffmann & Campe), The Netherlands (Hollands Diep), Turkey (Kronik), Poland (Wydawnictwo Poznanskie).
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THE PRINCE RUPERT HOTEL FOR THE
HOMELESS
Christina Lamb

Christina Lamb’s upcoming book is a tale of hope, loss, laughter, tears, and above all kindness in
the most difficult of times.
The Prince Rupert Hotel has stood at the heart of Shrewsbury for nine centuries and has hosted the
likes of Margaret Thatcher and Bob Geldof. Yet in the last year, it has broken away from its’ prestigious history, in the midst of the global pandemic, to become a refuge for over 100 homeless.
This is their story, of finding shelter in the unlikeliest of places. In The Prince Rupert Hotel for the
Homeless, journalist Christina Lamb introduces us to a range of colourful characters, each with
their own unique story and insight into homelessness: from a mother of five, to a former art dealer,
to a chef.
Christina Lamb is one of Britain’s leading foreign correspondents and a bestselling author. Currently Chief Foreign Correspondent for the Sunday Times of London, her postings have included
South Africa, Pakistan, Brazil and Washington, and she is particularly known for her writing highlighting how war affects women.
She has written nine books including the bestselling The Africa House and I Am Malala, as well
as Farewell Kabul and The Girl from Aleppo. Her latest book is Our Bodies, Their Battlefield:
What War Does to Women (London: William Collins, March 2020), described by eminent historian Antony Beevor as “the most powerful and disturbing book I have ever read”. It was published
in September 2020, with translations in Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Sweden, Norway,
Iceland, Lithuania, Brazil, Poland, Spain and Croatia throughout 2020 and 2021.
UK publisher: HarperCollins • October 2021 • Editor: Arabella Pike • Material: Proposal (delivery end April
2021) • Agent: David Godwin • Option publishers: Brazil (Companhia das Letras), Croatia (Profil), France
(HarperCollins), Germany (Penguin Verlag), Iceland (Ugla Publishing), The Netherlands (Ambo Anthos), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Norway (Pax), Poland (Znak), Spain (Atico de los Libros), Sweden (Natur & Kultur).
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THE FLOWERS TOO RED
A Women’s History of Modernism Told Through Clothes
Sophie Oliver
The Flowers Too Red is a women’s history of modern writing, art and ideas told through clothes.
It is an ambitious, new story of modernism – that early twentieth-century explosion of radical
ways of thinking, being, writing and making art – that places women at the centre of the movement.
In an innovative method, the book takes its cues from items of dress worn, designed or made by
women artists and writers, from Virginia Woolf and Frida Kahlo to Zora Neale Hurston, Meret
Oppenheim and Gertrude Stein. The book follows the way these women themselves used clothes
to think through the contradictions of modern life and art.
They reclaimed dress from stale associations with the superficial, and so do we. This is a history
in tune with their intellectual and aesthetic experiments. But, drawing on the intimacy of clothes,
and the sense of place and time they evoke, it is also written in step with these figures’ lives.

Sophie Oliver is a lecturer in Modernism at the University of Liverpool with a PhD from Royal
Holloway. She is an internationally renowned modernist scholar, and in 2020 she was named one
of ten BBC New Generation Thinkers.

On Submission • Material Available: Proposal • Agent: David Godwin •
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ANTWERP:

The Glory Years
Michael Pye
This is a book about a lost city, even though there’s a city with the same name still standing in the
same place and still rich: the search for the hidden story of the great port of Antwerp. Before the
Spanish took it back in 1585 and turned it into the familiar, orderly city of Rubens, Antwerp was
risky, scandalous and the hub of the whole known world. Trade routes crossed there bringing spice
and diamonds across the newly opened oceans, silver from America and from Germany, wool
from England.
Information travelled with the goods, so the city served scholars and doctors and spies. It opened a
new kind of market for art and for the music that filled the streets. Stories of killer bankers and
savvy prostitutes that gave it a celebrity reputation akin to nineteenth century Paris or twentieth
century New York: anything could happen there. And yet, it was one inland port in an empire run
from Spain, with riches that depended on heretic merchants when the Emperor wanted war on
heresy. Plague haunted the city, and so did fire. It was a fragile place for such a big story: the shift
in power from a feudal countryside to a new kind of city. Antwerp had no court, no navy, no army
but for a time it had power in its own right - the new power of money.

Hub of the World shows what it meant to live that kind of grand historical change day by day, deal
by deal as Antwerp tried to work out how to be a new kind of city: our kind of city.
Michael Pye’s acclaimed The Edge of the World is an international best-seller about the way the
modern world was born around the North Sea. This is what happened next.

UK publisher: Allen Lane, August 2021 • Editor: Stuart Proffit • Material: full text soon to be delivered •Agent:
David Godwin • Rights sold: The Netherlands (De Bezige Bij)
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