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VALUE(S) 
Building a Better World For All 
Mark Carney 
 
Our world is full of fault lines – growing inequality in 
income and opportunity; systemic racism; health and 
economic crises from a global pandemic; mistrust of experts; 
the existential threat of climate change; deep threats to 
employment in a digital economy with robotics on the rise. 
These fundamental problems and others like them, argues 
Mark Carney, stem from a common crisis in values. 
 
Drawing on the turmoil of the past decade, Mark Carney 
shows how ‘market economies’ have evolved into ‘market 
societies’ where price determines the value of everything. In 
this profoundly important new book, Carney argues that 
radical, foundational change is required if we are to build an 
economy and society based not on market values but on 
human values. A society that can work better for all. 
 
When we think about what we, as individuals, value most 
highly, we might list fairness, health, the protection of our 
rights, economic security from poverty, the preservation of 
natural diversity, resources and beauty. The tragedy is, these 

things that we hold dearest are too often the casualties of 
our twenty-first century world, where they ought to be our 
bedrock. 
 
In Value(s), Mark Carney offers a vision of a more humane 
society and a practical manifesto for getting there. How we 
reform our infrastructure to make things better and fairer is 
at the heart of every chapter, with outlines of wholly new 
ideas that can restructure society and enshrine our human 
values at the core of all that we build for our children and 
grandchildren. 

Mark Carney is an economist and banker. He is currently 
serving as the UN Special Envoy on Climate Action and 
Finance. From 2013 to March 2020, he served as the 
Governor of the Bank of England and Chair of the 
Monetary Policy Committee, Financial Policy Committee 
and the Board of the Prudential Regulation Committee. 
He lives in Ottawa, Canada.  
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Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK publisher: Jonathan Cape 
 
UK editor: Rachel Cugnoni 
 
US publisher: Grove Atlantic 
 
US editor: Elisabeth Schmitz  
 
Publication: June 2021 
 
Rights sold:  
Spanish (Lumen) 
 
Japanese sub-agent:  
Tuttle-Mori 

12 BYTES 
How We Got Here. Where We Might Go Next 
Jeanette Winterson 
 
‘One of the most gifted writers working today.’ New York Times 
 
12 Bytes is a collection of 12 essays about Artificial Intelligence. 
Jeanette Winterson follows on from the themes, ideas, and 
questions, the nightmares and dreams, raised in her latest novel, 
Frankissstein, longlisted for the 2019 Booker Prize. 
 
These essays will consider AI in its many manifestations – both 

current and in development, as well as looking at the growing 
Trans-human movement. We already live with disembodied 
Smart systems that are beginning to shape our day to day.  Virtual 
assistants (Siri, Alexa), the apps we use to manage our home-
heating, and pay our bills.  On-line coaching and Webinars for life
-goals, workouts and weight loss. Increasingly sophisticated 
algorithms can figure out what we want before we want it. Smart 
systems connect people – Facebook, Uber, AirBnB – and of 
course they disrupt the status quo.  
 
What is the social impact of what is happening? What is the future 
of a Smart society that remains driven by the same old stupid 
values? (Money, power, racism, misogyny, fear of the stranger). 
 
Alongside non-embodied technology, AI promises a new kind of 
robotics. Bots to manage all the boring tasks that humans hate. 
Battle-Bots to replace humans in war. Bots to care for the elderly 
and to teach our kids. Bots in shops. Cop-bots. Sex bots.  
 
What will that mean for humans? And what about super AI? 
Machines – embodied or not - that start out smarter, or, more 
likely, become smarter than humans? 
 
Jeanette Winterson thinks we need plenty of conversations to be 
had and the essays 12 Bytes will spark that conversation. 

Jeanette Winterson was born in Manchester and read 
English at Oxford, during which time she wrote her first 
novel, the Whitbread award winning Oranges Are Not the 
Only Fruit. Since then she has written over a dozen novels, 
children’s books and short story collections. She was 
awarded an CBE for services to literature in 2018. 
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THE POWERFUL AND THE DAMNED 
Private Diaries in Turbulent Times 
Lionel Barber 
 
'Extraordinary' Tony Blair  
 
'Riveting'  Phillipe Sands 
 
'Brutal, brilliant and scurrilously funny' Misha Glenny 
 
The real scoop isn't on the front page. 
 
'As FT editor, I was a privileged interlocutor to people in power 
around the world, each offering unique insights into high-level 
decision-making and political calculation, often in moments of 
crisis. These diaries offer snapshots of leadership in an age of 
upheaval...' 
 
Lionel Barber was Editor of the Financial Times for the tech 
boom, the global financial crisis, the rise of China, Brexit, and 
mainstream media's fight for survival in the age of fake news. 
 
In this unparalleled, no-holds-barred diary of life behind the 
headlines, he reveals the private meetings and exchanges with 
political leaders on the eve of referendums, the conversations 
with billionaire bankers facing economic meltdown, exchanges 

with Silicon Valley tech gurus and pleas from foreign emissaries 
desperate for inside knowledge, all against the backdrop of a 
wildly shifting media landscape. 
 
The result is a fascinating - and at times scathing - portrait of 
power in our modern age; who has it, what it takes and what 
drives the men and women with the world at their feet. 
Featuring close encounters with Trump, Cameron, Blair, Putin, 
Merkel and Mohammed Bin Salman and many more, this is a 
rare portrait of the people who continue to shape our world and 
who quite literally, make the news. 

 

Lionel Barber was the Editor of the Financial Times from 

2005 until January 2020, widely credited with transforming 
the FT from a newspaper publisher into a multi-channel 
global news organisation. During his editorship the FT 
passed the milestone of 1m paying readers, winning many 
international awards and accolades for its journalism. As 
editor, he interviewed many of the world's leaders in 
business and politics, including: Barack Obama and Donald 
Trump, Angela Merkel, Premiers Wen Jiabao and Li 
Keqiang of China, President of Iran Hassan Rouhani and 
Presidents Zuma and Ramaphosa of South Africa.  
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Agent:  Caroline Michel 
 
UK Publisher: Bloomsbury 
 
UK Editor: Alexis Kirschbaum  
 
Publication: Spring 2022 
 
Rights Sold:  
German (Hoffmann und 
Campe) 

THE DIGITAL REPUBLIC 
How to Govern Technology  
Jamie Susskind 
 
Praise for Jamie Susskind:  
‘The most interesting exploration yet of the political realities 
in the digital era.,’ *Books of the Year 2018*, Evening 
Standard 
 
‘He steers a course to the future that is as convincing as it is 
shocking.’ The Sunday Times  

 
The Digital Republic is the second trade book from Jamie 
Susskind, following his award-winning debut Future 
Politics: Living Together in a World Transformed by Tech 
(OUP, 2018).  
 
The Digital Republic will make a bold case for bringing 
powerful digital technologies under the control of the 
people - demonstrating why new regulation is essential, 
what it should look like, and who should be responsible for 
it. 
 
Based on scholarly research but aimed at a mass readership, 
The Digital Republic is a serious and lasting call for political 
change, touching on the deepest issues of who we are and 
what we value most. It will take readers on a journey 
through a new system of ideas and governance, offering a 
vision of a world that is freer and fairer than our own. 

Jamie Susskind is a practising barrister and an author. He 
received the highest First in his year from the University of 
Oxford and has held two fellowships at Harvard University. 
Aged 30, the Evening Standard has written of Jamie that he, 
“could be one of the great public intellectual rock stars of 
our time”. The central concern of Jamie’s work is that 
advances in digital technology are transforming the way 
humans live together, but that we are not yet ready - 
intellectually or practically - for the changes that are taking 
place. 
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Agent: Fiona Petheram  
 
Publisher: Allen Lane 
 
Editor: Stuart Proffitt  
 
Publication: Spring 2021 
 
Rights sold: 
China (Hangzhou Blue 
Lion) 
German (Antje Kuntsmann) 
Japanese (Chikuma Shobo) 
US (The Other Press) 
 
Previous Publishers: 
Belgium (De Bezige Bij) 
Brazil (Record) 
Greece (Metaichmio) 
Hungary (Corvina) 
Korea (Bookie Publishing)   
Poland (Krytyki Poliyczej) 
Portugal (Texto) 
Romania (Bizzkit) 
Spain (Critics) 
Taiwan (Linking) 
Turkey (Bilgi University 
Press) 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
The English Agency 

THE FUTURE OF WORK  
Robert Skidelsky 
 
With machines taking over jobs formerly done by humans, 
will there be enough work to go around in the future?  
 
Twitter is an employment minnow. It is valued at $9 
billion, but employs just 400 people worldwide; about as 
many as a medium-sized carpet factory in a small town. 
 
The fear that the human race could run out of work was 
first raised during the Industrial Revolution, when power 
looms steadily replaced skilled workers. The Luddites feared 
that, with machines taking over, the average labourer would 
be deprived of a 'living'.   
 
What the Luddites saw as a mortal threat, others welcomed 
as the road to utopia. Oscar Wilde enthused about a future 
of mechanical slaves, who did all the uninteresting work, 
freeing up humankind for a life of culture and 
contemplation. John Maynard Keynes predicted that within 
100 years, ‘three hours a day might be quite enough’, 
freeing up time to enjoy the 'arts of life'.  
 
The advent of digital technology has given the problem of 
the future of work contemporary urgency. Estimates suggest 
that between 50% and 75% of current jobs in the USA 
could be wholly or partially automated by 2050.  
 
The future of work will depend not just on the improving 
technical characteristics of the machines themselves but on 
the social system in which technical innovation takes place, 
and the values underpinning it. Should we be racing with 
the machines or racing against them?  
 
In The Future of Work, Robert Skidelsky will reconsider 
the meaning of work and leisure, needs and wants, and the 

nature of economic growth in order to envision the world of 
work once the technological dust has settled. 
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Robert Skidelsky is Emeritus Professor of Political Economy 
at the University of Warwick. His biography of the economist 
John Maynard Keynes received numerous prizes, including 
the Lionel Gelber Prize for International Relations and the 
Council on Foreign Relations Prize for International 
Relations.  
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Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
Publisher: Transworld 
 
Editor: Susanna Wadeson 
 
Publication: Autumn 2020 
 

Japanese sub-agent: 
The English Agency 
 
 

PRIVACY IS POWER 
Why and How You Should Take Back Control of 
Your Data 
Carissa Véliz 
 
'An essential guide to one of the most pressing modern issues.' Hannah 
Fry 

'Essential reading for those of us who click 'agree' ten times a day.' 
Jonathan Wolff 

As surveillance creeps into every corner of our lives, Carissa Véliz 
exposes how our personal data is giving too much power to big tech 
and governments, why that matters, and what we can do about it. 

Have you ever been denied insurance, a loan, or a job? Have you had 
your credit card number stolen? Do you have to wait too long when 
you call customer service? Have you paid more for a product than 
one of your friends? Have you been harassed online? Have you 
noticed politics becoming more divisive in your country? You might 
have the data economy to thank for all that and more. 

The moment you check your phone in the morning you are giving 
away your data. Before you've even switched off your alarm, a whole 
host of organisations have been alerted to when you woke up, where 
you slept, and with whom. Our phones, our TVs, even our washing 
machines are spies in our own homes. 

Without your permission, or even your awareness, tech companies 
are harvesting your location, your likes, your habits, your 
relationships, your fears, your medical issues, and sharing it amongst 
themselves, as well as with governments and a multitude of data 
vultures. They're not just selling your data. They're selling the power 
to influence you and decide for you. Even when you've explicitly 
asked them not to. And it's not just you. It's all your contacts too, all 
your fellow citizens. Privacy is as collective as it is personal. 

Digital technology is stealing our personal data and with it our power 
to make free choices. To reclaim that power, and our democracy, we 
must take back control of our personal data. Surveillance is 
undermining equality. We are being treated differently on the basis of 
our data. 

What can we do? The stakes are high. We need to understand the 
power of data better. We need to start protecting our privacy. And 
we need regulation. We need to pressure our representatives. It is 
time to pull the plug on the surveillance economy. 

Carissa Véliz is a Research Fellow at the Uehiro Centre for 
Practical Ethics, the Wellcome Centre for Ethics and Humanities, 
and Christ Church at the University of Oxford. She is also the 
Director of a research project on Data, Privacy, and the Individual 
at the Center for the Governance of Change at the IE Business 
School in Madrid.  

9 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK publisher: Simon & 
Schuster 
 
US publisher: Houghton 
Mifflin  
 
Publication: September 2021 
 
Rights sold: 
Chinese, complex (Linking) 

Dutch (Atlas Contact) 
German (Ullstein) 
Greek (Metaixmio) 
Hungarian (Helikon) 
Portuguese, Portugal (Temas 
e Debates) 
Portuguese, Brazil 
(Companhia das Letras) 
Spanish (Debate) 
Taiwan (Linking) 
 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 

Japan Uni 

RETURN OF THE TRIBES 
Simon Schama 
 

‘There comes a moment in the life of any historian 
when the subject stops being academic, much less a 
picturesque walk down memory lane. 1933 would have 
been such a moment. Another such moment is now.’ 
 
Simon Schama, world-renowned historian, offers the 
definitive look at the world’s fractured societies, 

charting tribal politics and nationalism and their rise 
and fall, from Ancient Rome to Donald Trump. 
 

Return of the Tribes will take a deep look back at what 
makes the dark romance of the nation-tribe so 

perennially potent. It will study the collective 
psychology of allegiance; a journey into the mystery of 
nation-fever. A journey that takes the story through 

experiences the more conventionally political 
approaches might miss: music, epic historical literature, 
memory shrines of defeat and vindication; the romance 

of scenery; sports; cults of leadership: all the theatres of 
emotion in which the drama of national allegiance gets 
played out. Simon affirms that it is, after all, in culture, 

low and high, that nativists find their mass following.  
 
Return of the Tribes does not introduce purely a 

European panorama. Japanese imperialism, American 
nativism, African tribalism and Turkish nationalism will 
be as much part of the story as Germany, Russia or 

Ireland. Chronologically, it sweeps from Roman 
confrontations with the German tribes right up to the 
news today.   

 
‘This is the great conflict of our times; the one on which 
the world turns; the one which needs a book.’ 

 

Sir Simon Schama CBE is University Professor of Art 
History and History at Columbia University, a Fellow of 

the British Academy and the Royal Society of 
Literature. He is the author of eighteen books which 
have been translated into 16 languages.  
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Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK Publisher: Picador  
 
UK Editor: George Morley  
 
Publication: January 2021 
 
Page extent: 320 
 
Previous titles: 
Love: A New Understanding 
of an Ancient Emotion  
Nietzsche’s Ethics and his 
War on ‘Morality’ 
The Power of Cute 
Thinking Aloud: A 
Handbook of Aphorisms 
Atomic Sushi: Snapshots of 
the Fall and Rise of Japan 

HOW TO BE A REFUGEE 
One Family’s Story of Exile and Belonging 
Simon May 
 

The most familiar fate of Jews living in Hitler’s 
Germany is either emigration or deportation to 

concentration camps. But there was another, much 
rarer, side to Jewish life at that time: denial of your 
origin to the point where you manage to erase almost 

all consciousness of it. You refuse to believe that you 
are Jewish. 

 
How to Be a Refugee is Simon May’s gripping account 
of how three sisters – his mother and his two aunts – 

grappled with what they felt to be a lethal heritage. 
Their very different trajectories included conversion to 
Catholicism, marriage into the German aristocracy, 

securing ‘Aryan’ status with high-ranking help from 
inside Hitler’s regime, and engagement to a card-
carrying Nazi. 

 
Even after his mother fled to London from Nazi 
Germany and Hitler had been defeated, her instinct for 

self-concealment didn’t abate. Following the early 
death of his father, also a German Jewish refugee, May 
was raised a Catholic and forbidden to identify as 

Jewish or German or British. 
 
In the face of these banned inheritances, May embarks 

on a quest to uncover the lives of the three sisters as 
well as the secrets of a grandfather he never knew. His 

haunting story forcefully illuminates questions of 
belonging and home – questions that continue to press 
in on us today. 
 

Simon May was born in London, the son of a violinist and a 
brush manufacturer. Visiting professor of philosophy at 
King’s College London, his books include Love: A History; 
The Power of Cute; and Thinking Aloud, a collection of his 
own aphorisms. His work has been translated into ten 
languages and regularly features in major newspapers 
worldwide. For many years he has intended to move ‘back’ 
to Berlin, but has yet to do so.  
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NON-FICTION 

Agent: Adam Gauntlett 
 
UK Publisher:  Allen Lane 
 
UK Editor: Simon Winder 
 
US Publisher: Basic Books 
 
US Editor: Brian Distelberg 

 
Publication: Spring 2023 
 
Rights sold:  
Dutch (Het Spectrum) 
Poland (Bellona) 
 
Previous publishers: 
Chinese, Simplified (Shanghai 
Dook Publishing) 
Czech (Nakladatelstvi Slovart) 
German (Rowohlt Berlin) 
Hungarian (Helikon) 
Portuguese, Brazil (Companhia 
das Letras) 

Portuguese, Portugal (Temas e 
Debates) 
Russian (Alpina) 
Slovakian (Vydavatelstvo 
Slovart) 
Spanish (Debate) 
Turkey (Kronik) 
 
Previous titles: 
The Habsburgs 

FROM THE RHINES TO THE 

CARPATHIANS 
Martyn Rady 

 
From the internationally acclaimed author of The 

Habsburgs  

Central Europe is not just a space on a map but also a 

region of shared experience—of mutual borrowings, 

impositions, and misapprehensions. It stands on Europe’s 

fringe and from the Roman Empire onwards has been the 

target of invasion from the east. In the Middle Ages, Central 

Europeans cast their eastern foes as the dogmen. They would 

later be the Turks, Swedes, Russians, and Soviets, all of 

whom pulled the region apart and remade it according to 

their own visions. But Central Europe’s political fragility and 

competition among its parts yielded repeated cultural 

effervescences. This was the first home of the High 

Renaissance outside Italy, the cradle of the Reformation, the 

starting point of the Enlightenment, Romanticism, the 

symphony, and modern nationalism. It was a battleground of 

ideas too—the struggle between Catholicism and Arian 

heresy in the fourth and fifth centuries, between the claims 

of empire and of the Catholic Church in the Middle Ages, 

between rival concepts of state and nation in the modern 

period, and in the twentieth century between one-party and 

multi-party political systems.    

Most recent histories of Central Europe confine themselves 

to the region’s edge and to the lands in between Germany 

and Russia. This new history includes the German lands and 

Switzerland. In respect of their tensions, ideological contests, 

and cultural achievements, their stories are as solidly Central 

European as those of their eastern neighbours.   

 

 

Martyn Rady is Masaryk Professor of Central European 
History at University College London. He has written 
several major works on the history of Hungary, from the 
medieval period to the twentieth century, but has also 
written on topics as diverse as the Hussites, vampirism and 
the Emperor Charles V. He has honorary doctorates from 
the Károli University in Budapest and the Lucian Blaga 
University of Sibiu in Romania. 
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NON-FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK publisher: Orion 
 
UK editor: Alan Samson 
 
US publisher: OUP 
 
US editor: Stefan Vranka 
 
Publication: January 2021 
 
Page extent: 320 
 
Rights sold: 
Dutch (Hollands Diep) 
Italian (Newton Compton) 
 
Japanese sub-agent:  
Tuttle-Mori 

THE LAST ASSASSIN 
The Hunt for the Killers of Julius Caesar 
Peter Stothard 
 

'A political thriller, and a human story that astonishes' 
Hilary Mantel  

 
Many men killed Julius Caesar. Only one man was 
determined to kill the killers. From the spring of 44 BC 

through one of the most dramatic and influential 
periods in history, Caesar's adopted son, Octavian, the 
future Emperor Augustus, exacted vengeance on the 

assassins of the Ides of March, not only on Brutus and 
Cassius, immortalised by Shakespeare, but all the others 
too, each with his own individual story. 

The last assassin left alive was one of the lesser-known, 

Cassius Parmensis, a poet and sailor who chose every 
side in the dying republic's civil wars except the 
winning one, a playwright whose work was said to 

have been stolen and published by the man sent to kill 
him. Parmensis was in the back row of the plotters, 
many of them Caesar's friends, who killed for reasons 

of the highest political philosophy and lowest personal 
pique. For fourteen years he was the most successful at 
evading his hunters but has been barely a historical foot 

note - until now. 

The Last Assassin dazzlingly charts an epic turn of 
history through the eyes of an unheralded man. It is a 
history of a hunt that an emperor wanted to hide, of 

torture and terror, politics and poetry, of ideas and 
their consequences, a gripping story of fear, revenge 
and survival.  

Peter Stothard was editor of The Times from 1992 to 2002, 
and then the editor of the Times Literary Supplement until 
his retirement in 2016. He is the author of political diaries 
and narrative non-fiction that fuses ancient history and 
memoir. He was knighted for his services to newspapers in 
2003.  
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Agent: Tessa David 
 
UK Publisher: Bloomsbury 
 
UK Editor: Michael Fishwick 
 
Publication: May 2021 
 
Page extent: 656 
 
Rights Sold:  
Dutch (Hollands Diep) 
 

 

ALEXANDRIA 
The Quest for the Lost City 
Edmund Richardson 
 

The extraordinary story of Alexander the Great, a lost city and a 
quest to unravel one of the greatest mysteries in ancient history 
 
'Not all lost cities are real, but this one was.' 
 
For centuries the city of Alexandria Beneath the Mountains 
was a meeting point of East and West. Then it vanished. In 
1833 it was discovered in Afghanistan by the unlikeliest person 

imaginable: Charles Masson, deserter, traveller, pilgrim, 
doctor, archaeologist, spy, and eventually one of the most 
respected scholars in Asia, and the greatest of nineteenth-
century travellers. 

On the way into one of history's most extraordinary stories, he 
would take tea with kings, travel with holy men and become 
the master of a hundred disguises; he would see things no 

westerner had glimpsed before and few have glimpsed since. 
He would spy for the East India Company and be suspected of 
spying for Russia at the same time, for this was the era of the 
Great Game, when imperial powers confronted each other in 

these staggeringly beautiful lands. Masson discovered tens of 
thousands of pieces of Afghan history, including the 2,000 year 
old Bimaran golden casket, which has upon it the earliest 
known face of the Buddha. He would be offered his own 

kingdom; he would change the world, and the world would 
destroy him. 

This is a wild journey through nineteenth-century India and 

Afghanistan, with impeccably researched storytelling that 
shows us a world of espionage and dreamers, ne'er-do-wells 
and opportunists, extreme violence both personal and military, 
and boundless hope. At the edge of empire, amid the deserts 

and the mountains, it is the story of an obsession passed down 
the centuries. 

Edmund Richardson is Associate Professor of Classics at 
Durham University. He studied for his Ph.D. in Classics at 
Cambridge. He did his postdoctoral fellowship at Princeton, 
and turned his Ph.D. into a book, Classical Victorians. In 
2016, Edmund was named one of the BBC New Generation 
Thinkers – one of ten academics selected nationwide. For 
the BBC, he’s recreated a Victorian séance and gone in 
search of Alexander the Great's tomb. 
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Agent: Adam Gauntlett 
 
UK Publisher: Orion 
 
UK Editor: Maddy Price 
 
Publication: Autumn 2022 
 
 

 

THE WAITING GAME 
Nicola Clark 
 
Every queen had ladies-in-waiting. Her confidantes and 
chaperones, they are the forgotten agents of the Tudor 
court. Ever present and yet hidden behind the scenes, these 
women held the secrets and the hearts of some of the Tudor 
period’s most powerful men and women.  
 
Experts at survival, negotiating the competing demands of 
their families and their queen, the ladies-in-waiting of 
Henry VIII’s wives were far more than decorative ‘extras’: 
they were serious political players who changed the course 
of history. The Waiting Game is the first to tell their story. 
 
Who taught Catherine of Aragon English, helped Anne 
Boleyn get dressed in the morning, discussed sex with Anne 
of Cleves, or pushed religious revolution with Kathryn 
Parr?  
 
The Waiting Game explores the daily lives of the women 
who served Henry’s wives, revealing the secrets of 
recruitment, costume, what they ate, where (and with 
whom) they slept. As Henry changed wives, and changed 

the country's religion besides, these women had to make 
choices about loyalty that simply didn't exist before and 
would never exist in this way again. By the end of Henry’s 
reign, being a lady-in-waiting was far more dangerous than 
it had been at the beginning.   

 

Dr Nicola Clark is a Senior Lecturer in Early Modern 
History at the University of Chichester. Her work has been 
featured in History Today and History Extra among others. 
She has spoken about her research at events for Historic 
Royal Palaces, the National Archives, various schools, and 
academic institutions, and was the historical research 
specialist for the 2016 BBC1 docu-drama Six Wives, 
presented by Lucy Worsley. The Waiting Game will be her 
first book for the trade. 
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NON-FICTION 

Agent: Fiona Petheram 
 
UK Publisher: Simon and 
Schuster 
 
UK Editor: Iain Marshall 
 
Publication: October 2020 
 
US Publisher: Pegasus Books  
 
US Editor: Claiborne 
Hancock 
 
Rights sold:  
Chinese, Simplified (China 
Renmin University Press) 
 
Previous Titles: 
Partition 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
Japan Uni 

BERLIN 
The Story of a City 
Barney White-Spunner 
 
Praise for Partition:  
 
‘Barney White-Spunner’s book stands out for its judicious 
and unsparing look at events from a British 
perspective.’ Sunday Times Review 
 
Telling the story of its people and its rulers, from its medieval 
origins up to the present day, Berlin is a fascinating and 
informative history of an extraordinary city from the author of 
the international bestseller Partition. 
 
Berlin is Europe’s most fascinating and exciting city. It is and 
always has been a city on the edge – geographically, culturally, 
politically and morally. The great movements that have shaken 
Europe, from the Reformation to Marxism have their origins in 
Berlin’s streets. The long-time capital of Prussia and of the 
Hohenzollern dynasty it has never, paradoxically, been a Prussian 
city. Instead it has always been a city of immigrants, a city that 
accepts everyone and turns them into Berliners. A typical 
Berliner, it is said, is someone who has just arrived at the railway 
station. 
  
With its unique dialect, exceptional museums, experimental 
cultural scene, its liberated social life and its open and honest 
approach to its history, with monuments to the Holocaust as 
prominent as its rebuilt royal palace, it is as challenging a city as it 
is absorbing. And it has always been like that, since its medieval 
foundation as twin fishing villages. Too often Berlin is seen 
through the prism of Nazism and its role on the front line in the 
Cold War. Important, frightening and interesting as those periods 
are, its history starts much further ago than that. 
 
As approachable for the casual visitor to Berlin as it is informative 
for those who enjoy reading history, Berlin: The Story of a 
City is as fascinating as its subject.  

Sir Barney White-Spunner is a former regular soldier whose 
military career culminated as Commander of the British 
Field Army. He has written extensively on rural affairs and 
military history. Knighted in 2011, he is also an Honorary 
Legionnaire in the French Foreign Legion, a Member of 
the United States Order of Merit and holds the Knights 
Cross of Hungary.  Married, with three children, he lives in 
Dorset.   
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RIVER KINGS 
A New History of the Vikings From Scandinavia to 
The Silk Road 
Cat Jarman 
 
A brilliant new history that dramatically reassesses how far the 
Viking world extended. Dr Cat Jarman exposes the unexpected 
routes that Viking travel and trade took – and how these kings of 
the river were frequent travellers of the Middle East and the Silk 
Road. 
 
One June day late in the eighth century, Norse seafarers arrived at 

the English island of Lindisfarne. They waged a savage attack on 
its unsuspecting abbey, and with this, the Age of the Vikings was 
born. These roving pillagers spent the next few hundred years 
raiding and trading a path across Northern and Western Europe. 
 
Except, that’s not quite true. It’s just a convenient place to start 
the story – a story that has seen radical new discoveries over the 
past few years. 
 
Dr Cat Jarman works on the cutting edge of bioarchaeology, 
using forensic techniques to research the paths of Vikings who 
came to rest in British soil. By examining teeth that are now over 
one thousand years old, she can determine childhood diet, and 
thereby where a specimen was likely born. With radiocarbon 
dating, she can ascertain a death date down to the range of a few 
years. 
 
In 2012, a carnelian bead came into her temporary 
possession. River Kings sees her trace its path back to eighth-
century Baghdad, discovering along the way that the Vikings’ 
route was far more varied than we might think, that with them 
came people from the Middle East, not just Scandinavia, and that 
the reason for all this unexpected integration between the Eastern 
and Western worlds may well have been a slave trade running 
through the Silk Road, and all the way to Britain. 
 
River Kings is a major reassessment of the Vikings, and of the 
medieval world as we know it. 

 

Born in Oslo, Dr Catrine Jarman is Honorary Senior Research 
Associate at the University of Bristol and holds a PhD in 
Bioarchaeology. Her work has been featured in the major 
newspapers and in popular history magazines worldwide. She has 
taken part in documentaries for BBC4, History, Discovery, and 
Travel Channel, as well as contributing to several podcasts and 
radio interviews.  
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IN SEARCH OF MARY SEACOLE 
Helen Rappaport 
 
In 2005, Mary Seacole, a mixed-race woman from Jamaica 
who had died in relative obscurity in London in 1881, 
became the subject of widespread media attention in the bi-
centenary year of her birth. She had already won an online 
vote in 2004 as the Greatest Black Briton for her 
humanitarian work nursing the sick and wounded during 
the Crimean War; in early 2005 the National Portrait 
Gallery unveiled Mary’s lost portrait that I had had the good 

fortune to discover. By that year’s end Mary Seacole had 
been catapulted to a position of pre-eminence in Britain as 
an inspirational black female role model.  
 

In the ensuing 15 years, thanks in part to the mass 
circulation of this now iconic portrait, Mary Seacole has 
become a national treasure and cultural icon with a place in 
the National Curriculum.  
 
Such unprecedented levels of public admiration have 
inevitably provoked controversy.  Latterly, however, Seacole 
has become the victim of her own success, with some 
contesting the erection of a large statue to her at St 

Thomas’s Hospital and others challenging her not always 
politically correct views on race and ethnicity 
 

We need to understand why Mary is now so revered and go 
in search of her true story, which, as this book will reveal, is 
far more complex, fascinating, and surprising than anyone 
till now has imagined.  
 

In Search of Mary Seacole contains the fruits of sixteen years 

of exhausting and exhaustive research, in which Helen 

Rappaport explores the many contradictions in Mary 

Seacole’s personality and her unconventional life. She has 

not yielded up her story easily and there are still many 

puzzles to be solved. 

Dr Helen Rappaport is an internationally bestselling historian 
and author of  15 books specialising in the Victorian period 
and revolutionary Russia. Helen Rappaport is a fluent 
Russian speaker and a specialist in Russian history and 19th 
century women’s history. Her great passion is to winkle out 
lost stories from the footnotes and to breathe new life and 
perspectives into old subjects. 
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DEVIL DOGS 
King Company, 3/5th Marines from Guadalcanal to 
the Shores of Japan 
Saul David 
 
The ‘Devil Dogs’ of King Company, Third Battalion, 5th 
Marines – part of the legendary 1st Marine Division, or ‘Old 
Breed’ – were among the first American soldiers to take the 
offensive in World World II, and also the last. They landed 
on the beaches of Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands in 
August 1942 – the first US ground offensive of the war – 
and were present when Okinawa, Japan’s most southerly 
prefecture, finally fell to American troops after a bitter 
struggle in June 1945. In between they fought in the ‘Green 
Hell’ of Cape Gloucester on the island of New Britain, and 
across the coral wasteland of Peleliu in the Palau Islands, a 
campaign described by one King Company veteran as 
‘thirty days of the meanest, around-the-clock slaughter that 
desperate men can inflict on each other’. 
 
Ordinary people from very different backgrounds, and 
drawn from cities, towns and settlements across the United 
States, the Devil Dogs were asked to do something 
extraordinary: take on the victorious Imperial Japanese 
Army, composed of some of the most effective, ‘utterly 
ruthless and treacherous’ soldiers in world history, and beat 
it. This is the story of how they did that and, in the process, 
forged bonds of brotherhood that still survive today. 
 
Drawing on letters, diaries and personal accounts from 
archives and families across America, award-winning 
historian Saul David sets the searing personal experience of 
the Devil Dogs in the broader context of the brutal war in 
the Pacific, and does for the US Marines what Band of 
Brothers did for the 101st Airborne.  

 

  

 

Saul David is an historian, broadcaster and novelist. His 
history books include The Indian Mutiny (shortlisted for 

the Westminster Medal for 
Military Literature), Zulu (a 
Waterstone's Military History 
Book of the Year), and 
Operation Thunderbolt: 
Flight 139 and the Raid on 
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AN ELEPHANT IN ROME 
Bernini, the Pope and the Making of the Eternal 
City 
Loyd Grossman  
 
'A total delight' Simon Jenkins 
 
By 1650 the spiritual and political power of the Catholic Church 
was shattered. Thanks to the twin blows of the Protestant 
Reformation and the Thirty Years War, Rome, celebrated both as 
the Eternal City and Caput Mundi – the head of the world – had 

lost its pre-eminent place in Europe.  
 
Then a new Pope, Alexander VII, fired with religious zeal, 
political guile and a mania for building, determined to restore the 
prestige of his church by making Rome the must-visit destination 
for Europe’s intellectual, political and cultural elite. To help him 
do so, he enlisted the talents of Gianlorenzo Bernini, already 
celebrated as the most important living artist: no mean feat in the 
age of Rubens, Rembrandt and Velazquez.  
 
Together, Alexander VII and Bernini made the greatest artistic 
double act in history inventing the concept of soft power and the 
bucket list destination. Bernini and Alexander’s creation of 
Baroque Rome as a city more beautiful and grander than since the 

days of the Emperor Augustus continues to delight and attract. 
Loyd Grossman’s love of Rome was kindled by his first encounter 
with the enigmatic and strangely beautiful monument to this 
relationship between artist and pope: the elephant carrying on 
obelisk outside Santa Maria Sopra Minerva, just behind the 
Pantheon. With the elephant as his starting point, his book teases 
out all the intertwined strands of history, power and art that make 
up the Baroque.  
 
An Elephant in Rome is a book for those who love the endless 
fascination of the Eternal City and want a deeper and more 
entertaining tale of how it came to be.  

Loyd Grossman OBE is a Journalist, Writer, Broadcaster and a 
prominent media figure nationally and internationally. Loyd started 
his career in the media as a journalist. He was Design Editor for 
Harpers & Queen and Contributing Editor to The Sunday Times. 
He has since presented, written or produced many popular 
programmes including Masterchef, Through the Keyhole, The 
Dog’s Tale, a documentary series praised by America’s TV Guide as 
‘an amazing display of insight and excellence…one of the best series 
on animals yet made for television” and many more.  

20 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Annabel Merullo 
 
On submission Autumn 2020 
 
 
 

 

MY GRANDFATHER’S KNIFE 
Joseph Pearson 
 
Even the most ordinary of objects can tell a spectacular 
story...   
  
My Grandfather’s Knife is an extraordinary and intimate new 
‘object-history of memory’ by Joseph Pearson, a Canadian 
historian based in Berlin. Each chapter of the book examines 
an object and its owner, demonstrating how everyday objects 
from the past can bring human stories to life, illuminating 
them in exceptionally honest and moving ways.  
  
All the objects Dr Pearson has selected are ‘next-door 
discoveries’ – from neighbours, family members, everyday 
acquaintances – and all come from the Nazi period. They 
range from his own grandfather's bayonet to a pocket diary in 
code, a double bass, a cotton pouch, a recipe book and a pile 
of expired travel documents.  Each object tells a personal, and 
often tragic World War Two story which Dr Pearson has 
carefully and painstakingly researched, taking the reader along 
on his captivating detective work.   
  
However, this journey is not without its own questions, and 
its mysteries. As we dive into these past lives, many of them 
shocking in their violence and cruelty, Dr Pearson forces us 
to ask what horrors lurk when living witnesses of the war – 
our elderly neighbours and family members – disappear? 
What is at stake when historical objects – given power and 
voice – replace the everyday, lived memory of those owners? 
Is it possible that some of these beautiful relics can distort – 
rather than show us – the truth?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Pearson is an award-winning writer and historian who has 
taught at Columbia University and currently lectures at the 
Barenboim-Said Academy in Berlin, a peace project which 
brings together artists from conflict zones. He is the author of 
BERLIN (Reaktion Press/University of Chicago distr.), a 
portrait of the capital, and is a contributing writer for 
the BBC, Newsweek, and Monocle magazine.  
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THE SECRET LIFE OF THE SAVOY 
And The D’Oyly Carte Family 
Olivia Williams 
 
'An elegantly crafted, yet spritely and sparkling book, perfectly 
befitting its subject. Williams uses group biography to 
beautifully illuminate some of London's greatest hotel and 
theatre landmarks.' Ophelia Field 
  
'A cracking good read and a fascinating story that - amazingly 
- has not been told before.' , The Telegraph  
 
"For The Gondoliers-themed birthday dinner, the hotel 
obligingly flooded the courtyard to conjure the Grand Canal 
of Venice. Dinner was served on a silk-lined floating 
gondola, real swans were swimming in the water, and as a 
final flourish, a baby elephant borrowed from London Zoo 
pulled a five-foot high birthday cake." 
 
In three generations, the D'Oyly Carte family pioneered the 
luxury hotel and the modern theatre, propelled Gilbert and 
Sullivan to lasting stardom, made Oscar Wilde a transatlantic 
celebrity, inspired a P. G. Wodehouse series, and popularised 
early jazz, electric lights and Art Deco. 
 
Following the history of the iconic Savoy Hotel through 
three generations of the D'Oyly Carte family, The Secret 
Life of the Savoy revives an extraordinary cultural legacy.  

Olivia Williams is a journalist and author. She wrote her first 
book Gin Glorious Gin: How Mother’s Ruin Became the 
Spirit of London. As a result of her cultural history of gin she 
has been a guest on Radio 4, Bloomberg, Sky Arts and CBS 
News. She often contributes to The Economist.com, Country 
Life, House & Garden, and The Evening Standard, and was 
shortlisted for the 2016 Richard Beeston bursary for foreign 
news reporting.  
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THE OFFICIAL HISTORY OF BRITAIN 
ONS 
 
A wonderfully written and entertaining book which places 
Britain under the microscope and asks who we are today 
and how we’ve changed as a nation.  

In 1841 there were 734 female midwives working in 
Britain, along with 9 artificial eye makers, 20 peg makers, 6 
stamp makers and 1 bee dealer. Fast forward nearly two 
centuries and there are over 31,000 midwives working in 
the UK and not an eye maker in sight! 

For the past two centuries, through the Census and national 
surveys, the Office for National Statistics and its 
predecessors have charted the lives of the British: their jobs, 
home lives and strange cultural habits. With questions on 
occupation, housing, religion, travel and family, the Census 
findings have informed the economy, politics, and every 
other national matter. Its collected data forms the single 
most valuable ongoing historical resource of modern times. 

Now, for the first time ever, The Official History of 
Britain collects these findings into a wonderfully written and 
entertaining book by Boris Starling and assisted by the 
ONS’ statistical advisor, David Bradbury. Delving deep into 
statistics surrounding occupations, working lives, 
relationships; quirks, habits, weird interests and cultural 
beliefs, and, of course, the latest findings on the Covid-19 
pandemic, The Official History of Britain places Britain 
under the microscope. 

 

 

Boris Starling is an award-winning author, screenwriter and 
journalist who, with this book, has finally put his history 
degree of 30 years ago to good use. He is a Sunday 
Times top 10 bestseller for both fiction and non-fiction, and 
his first novel Messiah was adapted into a BBC series which 
ran for five seasons.  
 
David Bradbury, who assisted Boris with this book, is a long
-serving senior media relations officer for the Office for 
National Statistics.  
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SUPERSONIC: THE BOOK 
Oasis Authorised Interviews 
 

Based on over thirty hours of interviews with 
both Liam and Noel Gallagher, alongside many 
further hours with Paul and Peggie Gallagher, and 
those who were closest to the band, Supersonic: 
The Book is an oral is history of Oasis.  

Fully authorized, this the very first and only       
first-person account of the band.  

The book is based on the transcripts of the many, 
many dozens of hours of interviews conducted for 
the award-winning “Supersonic” documentary. 
The film’s producer Simon Halfon will edit the 
book with the approval of both Noel and Liam 
Gallagher. 

The film itself was limited to only two hours of 
screen time and as a consequence many of the 
great stories and anecdotes and important episodes 

of the band’s career had to be left out. Now we 

have access, for the first time, to all the interviews 
conducted for the film.  

This will now give us the opportunity to include 
everything and complete the story of one of the 
greatest rock bands of all time.   

 

Oasis were an English rock band formed in 
Manchester in 1991. As of 2009, Oasis have sold 
over 75 million records worldwide, making them 
one of the best-selling bands of all time. They have 
won 17 NME Awards, nine Q Awards, four MTV 
Europe Music Awards and six Brit Awards, 
including one in 2007 for Outstanding 
Contribution to Music and one for the Best Album 
of the Last 30 Years (for (What's the Story) 
Morning Glory?), and been nominated for two 
Grammy Awards. 
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MY LIFE IN DIRE STRAITS 
A Long Way From Deptford 
John Ilsley 
 
This is the inside story of Dire Straits, one of the greatest 
bands in rock history, as told by John Illsley, founder 
member, mainstay and bass guitarist. It is the first, and it will 
probably be the last.   
 
The most successful group of the 1980s, Dire Straits were 
also one of the top five stadium acts along with Michael 
Jackson, Prince, Bruce Springsteen and Madonna. Brothers 
in Arms was the best-selling album of the decade, selling 30 
million in total, the first to sell one million on CD. Four 
Number One albums in the UK, two in the US, total 
album sales of 120 million, 1,100 weeks in the UK album 
charts, six multiple-platinum studio albums… 
 
The facts and stats give the scale of the success, but they 
don’t tell the story. John Illsley has done that in this 
powerful and entertaining memoir, the first to give the 
inside track on the most successful rock band of their time. 
It is a story told with searching honesty, soulful reflection, 
humour and generosity. The story charts the meteoric rise 
of the band from an unheated council house in Deptford 
and gigs in the spit-and-sawdust pubs of south London to 
international stardom and the world’s largest stadiums. 
Illsley takes us on a 15-year journey, to all the great cities 
and venues, introducing us to some of the biggest names 
and characters in music. His recollections are peppered with 
anecdotes – at turns humorous, moving and hair-raising. He 
recalls all the highs and lows of making six studio albums, 
the grinding tour schedules, the tensions within the band, 
the personal strains and the huge pressure on relationships 
and lives back home. 
 
The book is also a chronicle of Illsley’s friendship with lead 

singer Mark Knopfler, one of the great songwriters of his 
generation, the creative driving force behind the band. 
When the Straits bring down the curtain in 1992, Illsley and 
Knopfler were the only two original members still standing. 
After 15 years on the road, they were on the knees, 
physically and emotionally spent. The Straits brought Illsley 
wealth, success and stardom, but when the music stopped, 
he found himself in the abyss. He had split from two wives 
and he came home to two young children he had barely 
seen. Depressed and disorientated, he went into therapy – 
and then, finding love and a new form of art, he rebuilt his 
life. 
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WILD THING 
The Short, Spellbinding Life of Jimi Hendrix 
Philip Norman 
 
‘An engaging memorial to a rock revolutionary whose music, 
in contrast to many of his revered Sixties peers, retains much 
of its explosively thrilling voodoo power’ The Times  
 
Commemorating the 50th anniversary of Jimi Hendrix’s 
death, the best-selling author of Shout delivers a compelling 
new biography of the legendary guitarist. 

 
Almost 50 years after his lonely death, Hendrix is the abiding 
symbol of musical genius cut tragically short. Wild 
Thing will be the first biography to bring together the 
splendour and sadness of his brief life, and to attempt to 
unravel the circumstances of his death. 

Hendrix revolutionised classic rock, inventing a whole new 
vocabulary for the guitar. Onstage he pushed the boundaries 
of Sixties permissiveness, fellating the strings of the guitar 
with his tongue, lying it flat and straddling it, even setting 
fire to it. Yet in private he was polite, shy and sweet-natured. 
Norman will explore these contradictions in a narrative that 
takes us from Hendrix's roots in Seattle to his louche and 
glamorous life in Mayfair, when London was the world's 
most 'swinging' capital and then back to the US with the 
series of historic outdoor rock festivals that rounded out the 
decade. 

Wild Thing will be a celebration of matchless artistry, and a 
gripping chronicle of those now mythical times. But it will 
also investigate the peculiar conditions of his death, part 
whodunnit as it tells the most cautionary of rock 'n' roll 
parables. After all these years of rumour and speculation, 
Jimi's ghost may finally be laid to rest. 
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Philip Norman began writing for The Sunday Times at the 

age of twenty-two, soon gaining a reputation as Atticus 
columnist. He is the author of biographies of figures such 

as, Mick Jagger, John Lennon, Buddy Holly and the 

ground-breaking biography of the Beatles, Shout!. His 
books have been translated into nineteen languages. 
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MUD, SWEAT AND FEARS 
Bear Grylls 
 

From the #1 bestselling author 
 
Praise for Mud, Sweat and Tears:  
‘World-famous 'extreme adventurer' Bear Grylls had so 
far avoided telling his life story - until now. Well told, 
personable, fast-paced, and undoubtedly a fascinating 

read.’ Daily Telegraph 
 
2021 will mark 10 years since Bear Grylls’  

internationally bestselling autobiography Mud, Sweat 
and Tears was published.  
 

Mud, Sweat and Tears sold over a million copies in the 
UK and went on to sell in over 20 territories and be 
China’s most inspirational book of the year.  

 
Mud, Sweat and Fears is the second part of this 
glorious, inspiring visionary memoir.  

 
This is Bear in his own words, written by him as only 

he can.  

Bear Grylls has become known worldwide as one of the 
most recognised faces of survival and outdoor adventure. 

His journey started as a young boy on the Isle of Wight, 
where his late father taught him to climb and sail. 
Trained from a young age in martial arts, Grylls went on 

to spend three years as a soldier in the British Special 
Forces, as part of 21 SAS Regiment. He then went on 
to star in Man vs Wild, and Running Wild, shown in 

networks all around the world. His autobiography Mud 
Sweat and Tears spent 15 weeks at Number 1 in the 

Sunday Times Bestseller list and he has written over 85 
books, selling in excess of 15 million copies worldwide.  
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REALLY SAYING SOMETHING 
Our Bananarama Story 
Sara Dallin and Karen Woodward 
 
MUSIC, FAME AND A LIFELONG FRIENDSHIP. 
 
Sara Dallin and Keren Woodward met in the school 
playground when they were four. They became international 
stars, first as a trio, then, for almost three decades, as a duo. 
 
After finishing school, Sara studied journalism at the London 
College Of Fashion, while Keren worked at the BBC. They 
lived in the YWCA before moving into the semi-derelict 
former Sex Pistols rehearsal room and immersing themselves 
in Soho's thriving club scene. A year later they teamed up 
with Siobhan Fahey to form Bananarama. A string of 
worldwide hits followed, including 'Cruel Summer', 'I Heard 
a Rumour and 'Venus'. In a male-dominated industry, they 
were determined to succeed on their own terms and inspired 
a generation with their music, DIY-style and trailblazing 
attitudes. 
 
Narrated with humour and authenticity, and filled with 

never before seen photos Really Saying Something takes us 
from the early days to the world tours, to party games with 
George Michael, a close friendship with the Prodigy's Keith 
Flint, hanging out with Andy Warhol in New York and a 
Guinness World Record for the most worldwide chart 
entries of any all-female group. 
 
As well as the highs, Sara and Keren speak frankly bout the 
flip side of fame, revealing their personal struggles and the 
challenges of juggling family life with a demanding 
professional schedule. 
 
Really Saying Something is the story of two friends who 
continue to pursue their dreams their way - and have a great 
time doing it. It is a celebration of determination and a 
lifelong friendship, with an unbeatable soundtrack. 
 
 
 
 
Sara Dallin and Keren Woodward have had a successful career 
in the music industry spanning nearly four decades.  
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WHEN IN DOUBT, WASH YOUR HAIR 

Anya Hindmarch 
 
Inspirational first book from the entrepreneur behind the 
award-winning global brand. 
 
Today’s professional women are stretched. They are 
accomplished business women and recognized leaders in 
their fields, working long hours and travelling the world 
in demanding, competitive jobs. And yet they are also 
often running the home, managing the bulk of the 
childcare and writing the thank you letters. Often it’s 
exhilarating. But sometimes it’s exhausting and 
occasionally it is just unrealistic. 

Anya Hindmarch — mother of five, the entrepreneur 
behind one of the World’s most creative brands and 
creator of the influential I’m Not A Plastic Bag 
campaign — admits that it can be a struggle. Sometimes 
she has pulled it off, sometimes not. Having reached the 
age of 50 she would like to share — openly, honestly, 
humbly: as a friend to a friend, as a mother to a daughter 
– what she has learnt, what she worries about, what she 
thinks, and the best pieces of advice she has gathered on 

the way. 

If in Doubt, Wash your Hair is written for professional 
women who are keen to discover a) the tips and tricks of 
a successful working mother and b) that that person feels 
just as flawed, stressed and guilt-ridden as they do. And 
that it’s OK to feel that way. Wise, self-deprecating, 
funny but above all kind, this thoughtful and uplifting 
book will show a vulnerable side to a woman who 
appears to be successfully juggling it all. It aims to make 
women feel better about themselves, and also to be 
deeply practical, rooted in an understanding of how 
women’s lives really work.  
 
  

Anya Hindmarch, fashion designer, businesswoman and 
mother of five, founded her company as a teenager in 1987, 
and has since grown it into an award-winning global brand, 
known for its craftsmanship, creativity and sense of humour. 
Anya is NED of the British Fashion Council and Emeritus 
Trustee of both the Royal Academy of Arts and the Design 
Museum. She was made CBE in 2017.   
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THE EX-BOYFRIEND YARD SALE 
Haley McGee  
 

Haley McGee is in debt. The solution? A yard sale of 

everything her ex-boyfriends have ever given her. 

The idea concocted during a panicked phone call to her 

credit-card company snowballs into a one-woman show 

to figure out exactly how much all the love, all the 

heartbreak, all the good, the bad and the boring times 

are actually worth. 

Is the mixtape from your first love worth more than the 

typewriter from the man who betrayed you? What 

about the t-shirt from your on-off partner of three years 

who can't quite bring himself to admit he loves you, 

but has found his way back into your life, again? Or if 

you sustained a minor physical injury (and ruined jeans) 

via a box cutter wedged between the seat of a bus on 

your way to see the guy may or may not have been 

dealing weed on the side? 

Such is Haley's determination to figure out what our 

failed romantic relationships are worth, she enlists the 

help of a mathematician to devise a formula complete 

with 52 variables - from market value to how much 

you laughed versus how often you argued- that turns 

sentimental value into cold hard cash. 

In this intelligent, original and brilliantly candid part-

experiment, part-memoir, comedian and performance 

artist Haley McGee recounts her romantic triumphs and 

failures with unflinching detail and a great deal of 

humour. 

 

 

 
 
Haley McGee is an internationally acclaimed playwright 

and actress. Originally from Canada she is currently 
living in London. Talks have started for a TV-series.  
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MY LIFE WITH HATTI 
Libby Clay 
 

The moving, inspiring and life-affirming story of 
Paralympic athlete Libby Clegg MBE and her 
Labrador retriever cross guide dog, Hatti.  
 
Libby Clegg is one of the most popular, 
recognisable and respected Paralympic athletes, 
having won nine major gold medals, including two 
at the 2016 Paralympic Games. As a sprinter who 
has only peripheral vision in her left eye, Libby runs 
with a guide runner while wearing a blindfold and, 
in 2021, she will defend her 100m and 200m titles 
at the Tokyo Paralympics.   
 
Lying at the very heart of Libby’s life and 
achievements is the relationship with her guide dog, 
Hatti. A relationship primarily based on trust, with a 
healthy dose of respect and adoration.  
 
From the moment Libby wakes up until the 
moment she goes to bed, Hatti will either be lying 
at her feet, sitting by her side or guiding Libby to 
wherever she needs to be.  
 
Theirs is a partnership that works on every single 
level and, while it’s circumstances may be unique, its 
story will be reassuringly and familiar to many. A 
devoted couple helping each other through life. 
 
This is the heart-warming story of a very special 
relationship between a talented young woman and 
her ever-present canine companion 
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THE MOTHER PROJECT 
Sophie Beresiner 
 

Brave, funny and honest, columnist Sophie 
Beresiner takes us on her complex journey to 
parenthood and shows us that there’s more than 
one way to become a mother. 
 
Sophie’s journey to motherhood began aged 30 
with a cancer diagnosis that stole her fertility. Today, 
Sophie is older (40), wiser (and agonisingly 
excellent at hindsight), and somewhat battered. 
Through interminable cycles of hope and failure, 
her infertility story spanned three countries, five 
surrogates and two re-mortgages. 
 
Part memoir, part manifesto, The Mother Project is 
the epic story of Sophie’s quest for happiness. 
Exploring the complexities, expectations and 
injustices faced by millions of women across the 
world, it is a book for anyone facing a mother 
project of their own. 
 
Sophie writes about this chaotic, relentlessly unfair 
experience with astonishing emotional honesty, wit, 
and a surprisingly persistent humour. Sophie’s 
column has been described as a lifeline and a spark 
of hope for women who simply do not see their 
experience reflected anywhere else and The 
Mother Project is a relatable tale of adversity with a 
happy ending.  
 
 

 
 

Sophie is an award-winning journalist and the beauty 
and style director at luxury digital editorial site Buro. 

Her weekly Times column, The Mother Project, in 
which she shares her infertility journey, won her PPA 
Columnist of the Year and is consistently among the 

newspaper’s most read features. She was Beauty Director 
at ELLE for seven years and is the author of the 
bestselling Back Chat Beauty: The Beauty Guide for 
Real Life. 
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THE MADNESS OF GRIEF 
A Memoir of Love and Loss 
Richard Coles 
 
Whether it is pastoral care for the bereaved, discussions 
about the afterlife with parishioners or being called out 

to perform the last rites, death is part of the Reverend 
Richard Coles' routine. But since his partner the 
Reverend David Coles died in December, much about 

death has taken Coles by surprise. David's death at the 
age of 42 was unexpected - he never recovered from 
an operation for internal bleeding. 

 
Now the man that so often assists others to examine 
life's moral questions has found himself in the need of 

help. He is looking to others for guidance to steer him 
through grief. The flock is leading the shepherd. Much 
about grief has surprised Coles: the volume of 'sadmin' 

you have to do when someone dies, how much harder 
it is travelling for work alone, the pain of typing a text 
message to one's partner, then realising you are alone. 

 
  
 

  

 

The Reverend Richard Coles is an English musician, 
writer, Church of England priest, and co-presenter of 

Saturday Live on BBC Radio 4. He read Theology at 
King’s College London, and after ordination worked as 
a curate in Lincolnshire, then in central London, before 

coming to Finedon in Northamptonshire, where is 
Vicar. He was the multi-instrumentalist who partnered 
Jimmy Somerville in the 1980s band the Communards, 

which achieved three Top Ten hits, including the 
Number 1 record and best-selling single of 1986, a 

club/dance version of “Don’t Leave Me This Way”. 
He is the author of Fathomless Riches, Bringing in the 
Sheaves, and Lives and Legends of the Improbable 

Saints. He lives in the Vicarage at Finedon with his 
dachshunds.  
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NAKED MOTHER 
Madalyn Aslan  
 
Naked Mother is the true account of Madeleine (Madalyn) 
growing up with her complex and unstable American 
actress mother (Donna) between Hollywood and London.  
When Donna was three months pregnant her body was cast 
for a statue of Marilyn Monroe in Twentieth Century Fox, 
a foreshadowing of what was to come as her beautiful 
daughter grew in her belly. In the end, Donna’s jealousy 
forces Madeleine to flee home when she is sixteen.   

 
Having moved to London in the 1970s, glamourous and 
exceptionally beautiful Donna does everything she can to 
ensure survival: posing as a naked model at St. Martin’s 
School of Art, squatting in a flat in Brixton and yet 
somehow securing ten-year-old Madeleine a place at a 
wealthy girl’s school in South Kensington. Penniless, they 
somehow manage to pass for aristocracy.   
 
As Madeleine reaches puberty, attracts more attention, and 
wins acting roles, Donna feels an intense jealousy towards 
her daughter, who is spellbound by her mother, and the 
relationship unravels dramatically and destructively.  
 
Naked Mother is a story of identity- and lost identity –and 
survival.  Full of drama, the relationship between mother 
and daughter is close, volatile, tender, competitive and 
abusive.  The book ultimately poses the uncomfortable 
question:  how can the person we love most in the world 
also be the person we are most terrified of? 

 
 
  

Madalyn Aslan is an American-British writer, astrologer, and 
palmist. Her column appears daily in the Washington Post, 

and she is the author of What's Your Sign? And Madalyn 
Aslan's Jupiter Signs .The New York Times, in its first cover 
page on a psychic, dubbed her "The Love Guru".  
 
Madalyn has been featured on The Today Show, The Oprah 
Winfrey Show, PBS, Biography, BBC, CNN and other 
specials. Her horoscopes have been translated into seven 
languages, and she has published columns in Cosmopolitan, 
the New York Post, Daily Mail and others. She is the only 
psychic to have her readings auctioned at Christie's.   
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SLEEPING BEAUTIES 
Suzanne O’Sullivan 
 
New book from the recipient of both the Wellcome Book 
Prize and the Royal Society of Biology Book Prize 
 
“In my view the best science writer around - a true descendant 
of Oliver Sacks.” Sathnam Sanghera  

 
An exploration of different aspects of psychosomatic 
disorders, mass hysteria, culture bound syndromes (a set of 
symptoms that exist only within a particular society), using as 
its starting point a particular case of more than 400 migrant 
children in Sweden who have fallen into a "waking coma”. 
But why? 
 
Culture bound syndromes are a set of symptoms that exist 
only within a particular society. Windigo is a condition that 
affects Native Americans. It manifests as a fear that the sufferer 
has turned into a cannibal. Koro, an intense anxiety that the 
penis will recede into the body, is seen almost exclusively in 
Malaysia. Susto is prevalent in Latinos who live in the States. 
There are over two hundred of these syndromes. They are 
listed in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders as rare psychiatric conditions. However, within the 
societies in which they exist they are more likely to be 
regarded as folk illnesses. They are culturally acceptable ways 
to express distress. Two questions arise. Who defines 
psychiatric illness and what shapes the way distress is 
communicated within a society?   
 
Reminiscent of the work of Oliver Sacks, Stephen Grosz and 

Henry Marsh, this is a remarkable scientific investigation with 

a very human face. 

 

Dr Suzanne O'Sullivan has been a consultant in neurology 
since 2004. She first worked at The Royal London Hospital 
and now works as a consultant in clinical neurophysiology and 
neurology at The National Hospital for Neurology and 
Neurosurgery, and for a specialist unit based at the Epilepsy 
Society. Suzanne's book about psychosomatic illness, It's All in 
Your Head (Chatto & Windus/The Other Press 2016) won 
both the Wellcome Book Prize and the Royal Society of 
Biology Book Prize and was published in over fifteen 
countries. Her second book, Brainstorm, was published to 
critical acclaim by Chatto & Windus.  
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PRESENCE 
A Journey Through the Mirror of Self and Other  
Dr Ben Alderson-Day 

Presence tells the story of one of the most unusual experiences 

known to humankind: the feeling that someone or something is 

there, without being seen or heard. From the psychiatric clinic, 

to the frozen Antarctic; from the boundaries of sleep, to the 

wastelands of grief, feelings of presence tread silently through all 

our lives. These experiences have been given many names – the 

Third Man, guardian angels, shadow figures, “social” 

hallucinations – and they have inspired, unsettled, and 

confounded in equal measure. While the contexts in which 

they occur are diverse, they are united by a distinct and 

uncanny feeling of visitation by another. But what does this 

feeling mean, and where does it come from? When and why do 

presences emerge? And how can we even begin to understand a 

phenomenon that can be transformative for those who 

experience it, and yet so hard to put into words? 

The answers to these questions lie in a tour-de-force through 

contemporary psychology, psychiatry, neuroscience, and 

philosophy. We begin in a mental health hospital in the North 

East of England, with a young man, Alex, who hears voices that 

can be “there” even without speaking. He knows what they 

sound like and he can imagine what they look like, but this is 

different. Every morning he wakes up and remembers with a 

jolt that “they” are there, ready to speak.  It’s a feeling, or an 

awareness, something that makes the hairs stand up on the back 

of your neck.  

Presence follows the author’s attempts – as a psychologist and a 

researcher – to understand how this experience is possible. 

What is a voice when it isn’t heard, and how otherwise do we 

know or feel that someone is in our presence?   

At a time when many of us are separated from others and long 

for their company, Presence is the story of who we carry with 

us, at all times, as parts of our ourselves. 

 

Dr Ben Alderson-Day is an Assistant Professor in Psychology and 

a Fellow of the Wolfson Research Institute for Health and 

Wellbeing at Durham University. . He completed his PhD on 

autism in 2012 at the University of Edinburgh before joining 

Hearing the Voice, an ambitious eight-year project on auditory 

verbal hallucinations.  

36 

On Behalf of Kirsty McLachlan  
MORGAN GREEN 

CREATIVES 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman  
 
Publisher: Picador 
 
Editor: Georgina Morley 
 
Publication: 2021 
 
Rights Sold: 

Chinese, Simplified (Citic) 
Japan (Bungei Shunju) 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
Tuttle-Mori 

SENTIENT 
Unleash Your Inner Menagerie 
Jackie Higgins  
 
Aristotle first proposed our five fundamental senses - sight, 
smell, taste, hearing and touch - over two millennia ago in 
his treatise De Anima and the notion has persisted, through 
Shakespeare's 'five wits', to today.  This near-universal belief 
occurs across almost all cultures, in everyday conversation 
and scientific literature.  Yet modern science is not simply 
splintering the known senses into finer subdivisions but also 
uncovering novel and surprising ones at work within us.  
The 'Sixth Sense' - once confined to the realms of 
pseudoscience with tales of telepathy or extra-sensory 
perception - is now considered scientific fact and moreover, 
joined by a seventh, an eighth, indeed as many as twenty-
five distinct senses. 
 
Sentient explores the myriad ways we sense and make sense 
of reality, through our animal relatives. We share an 
evolutionary heritage with every creature that leaps, ambles, 
shimmies, swims or slithers on this planet. Through their 
eyes, ears, skin, tongues, noses and more, we embark on a 
journey to discover how we sense the world. Through 

them, we come to a deeper understanding of what it means 
to be human, but we also discover the untold story of a 
scientific revolution underway in the field of human 
perception.  
 
Gathering twenty-five zoological curiosities from land, air, 
sea and all corners of the globe, Sentient explores the 
parallel dimension beneath our awareness, where our 
evolutionary heritage enables us to subconsciously sense our 
environment in ways we never knew possible.  
 
 

 

Jackie Higgins grew up by the sea in Cornwall and has 
always been fascinated by the natural world.  She read 
Zoology at Oxford, as a student of Richard Dawkins.  She 
then worked on the ground-breaking BBC series Supersense 
revealing the world from an animal's perspective for the first 
time. She worked at Oxford Scientific Films for a decade, 
making wildlife films for the BBC, National Geographic and 
The Discovery Channel, and at the BBC Science 
Department making documentaries.  
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AND NOW FOR THE GOOD NEWS... 
To the Future with Love 
Ruby Wax 
 
'A new book by Ruby is in itself Good News! It sounds like 
a tonic for the universal malaise' Ian McKellen on Twitter  
 
'This book couldn't be more needed right now!' Nigella 
Lawson on Twitter 
 
‘I think at this point in time we're all in need of as much 
good news as we can get! Ruby can always be guaranteed to 
lift your spirits' Annie Lennox on Twitter 

 
You would be forgiven for thinking 2020 was not the year 
for a book about good news. But now might be the time 
we need it most. Ruby Wax is here to reassure us with her 
brand new book, And Now For The Good News. This is 
her positivity prescription, showing us the green shoots of 
optimism and change forcing their way up and into the 
sunlight. 
 
She has spent the last three years speaking to the inspiring 
people who are spearheading the latest innovation and 
influencing a brighter future for humanity. From the 
communities being designed to eradicate loneliness and the 
companies putting their employees' happiness first, to the AI 
technology teaching children with learning difficulties and 
taking literacy to levels higher than ever before.  
 
Ruby's here to show you that behind the clouds, the sun 
still shines.  
 
So, do you want the good news? 
 

 

 

Ruby Wax, OBE (born Ruby Wachs; 19 April 1953) is an 
American actress, mental health campaigner, lecturer, and 
author who holds both American and British citizenship. A 
classically-trained actress, Wax came to prominence as a 
comic interviewer, playing up to British perceptions of the 
strident American style, which she replicated in the TV 
sitcom Girls on Top. She also appeared in Absolutely 
Fabulous, where she doubled as script editor. Her memoirs, 
How Do You Want Me?, reached the Sunday Times best-
seller list. 
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WHAT WE WANT 
Charlotte Fox Weber 
 
 What do we want? And how do we get it? 
  
Each one of us, at certain moments in our lives, can 
feel lost or confused, uncertain about our hopes and 
dreams and desires. We often don’t know how to get 
what we want, or what we think we want.  
 
In each of the twelve chapters, structured around a 
universal want or desire, psychotherapist Charlotte 
Fox Weber takes the reader behind the closed doors 
of a therapy session to bear witness as she guides the 
client towards profound insights, change, and growth; 
as she guides them through their trauma and, 
ultimately, to the root of their desire. For we may all 
be unique, but we all fundamentally want the same 
things. 
  
What We Want is at once a fly-on-the-wall look at 
what binds us all, a cautionary tale on the dangers of 
not articulating desires, and a practical toolkit for 
living well. 

 
 

Charlotte Fox Weber is the founding Head of Psychotherapy 

at The School of Life in London. She is registered and 

accredited by the UK Council for Psychotherapy (UKCP), 

and she is a registered member of the British Association of 

Counselling & Psychotherapy (MBACP). 
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BECOMING A SHOKUNIN 
Gianfranco Chicco 
 
Becoming A Shokunin the philosophy, work and life of 
traditional Japanese craftsmen and women  - the 

shokunin - to offer us insights and inspiration on how 
to improve our own way of living and working to live 

happier and fuller lives 
 
Becoming a Shokunin is for those of us living from the 

necks up, heavily identifying with our brains, and 
disconnected from the rest of our bodies, from nature 
and from the people around us.  

 
In contrast, consider how the Japanese craftsmen are 
embodied in their work. They have a strong connection 

to nature, have a richer relationship with their local 
community, and possess the social responsibility to pass 
on the knowledge they’ve mastered to the next 

generation. What can we learn from these craftsmen to 
bring balance to our overly digital and hectic lives?  
 

How can we reduce distraction, find focus, and overall 
improve how we live and work? The answer is certainly 
not to say that you should become a carpenter or a 

potter - though you’re more than welcome to do so - 
but to look at the work and lives of these Japanese 

masters - the shokunin - to take inspiration on how to 
achieve a better work-life balance, become more 
deliberate in what we make and do, to waste less, to get 

in tune with our bodies and with nature, and to become 
a vital participant in the communities we are part of. 
 

The book features stories and interviews with shokunin, 
young and old, sharing knowledge that dates back, in 
some cases, more than a thousand years. 
 

  

Gianfranco Chicco is a conference director, marketing 
strategist, and writer. He is the curator of The Craftsman 

Newsletter, which highlights and celebrates the work of 
craftsmen and women from around the world.  
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THE TRUTH DETECTIVE 
On How to Ask The Right Questions 
Alex O’Brien 
 
In life our actions or inactions define the outcome of 
whether we win or lose. Uncertainties, risk, ambiguities, 
emotions, non-verbal behaviors – in so many ways life has 
the same make-up as a poker game – so tackle it like a poker 
player, argues the author. This isn’t a book on poker, rather 
the fundamentals that underpin it. It will not teach you how 
to play the game. But it will teach you how to think like a 
poker player, because the many skills needed to play poker 
are also the keys to success in another game – the game of 
Life. Successful poker is about more than sniffing out a bluff 
(although that is part of it), and The Truth Detective isn’t 
about learning how to become a human lie detector. It’s 
about how to become better at analyzing the information we 
receive and knowing where to search when we don’t have 
the information we need. It’s about knowing what questions 
to ask and learning how to think critically – which is 
precisely how successful poker players operate.  
 
Presenting the methods used by FBI investigators, magicians, 
poker players, behavioral economists, bounty hunters, 

statisticians, deception experts, linguists and others, this book 
will give you the fundamental tools to negotiate your way 
through a world in which fact and fiction are becoming 
increasingly hard to distinguish from each other. It tells you 
how to raise your bullshit radar. How to see when 
something doesn’t add up. How and where to look for the 
truth. And how to protect yourself against manipulation or 
harm by others.  In today’s world truth is in a constant fight 
for survival. When we ask better questions, the author 
maintains, we not only get better information, we also can 
hold accountable those who try to manipulate or lie to us. 

 
 

Alex O’Brien is a London based science writer. Her work has 
appeared in The Guardian, Scientific American, Discover 
Magazine, Medium, The Huffington Post, Gizmodo, Delayed 
Gratification, The Long&Short and other publications.  She 
was shortlisted for Best Newcomer in 2016 by the Association 
of British Science Writers and is also co-founder of 
EquationX - A series of science related leadership events 
hosting talks and debates.   
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IN THEIR SHOES 
Navigating Non-Binary Life 
Jamie Windust 
 
‘In Their Shoes doesn't tiptoe over fairy dust with a dainty 
ballet slipper. Jamie's heels clatter over tiled floors - loud 
enough to know they're coming and loud enough to know 
they mean business.’ Rhyannon Styles, author of New Girl 

‘This is a much-needed book about a much-misunderstood 
topic. Told with humour and humanity, Jamie is a pioneer.’  

Juno Dawson 
 
A fun and feisty guide to living your best non-binary life, 
written by a rising star in the trans community. 
 
“There is no one way to be non-binary, and that's  truthfully 
one of the best things about it. It's an identity that is yours to 
shape.” 

Combining light-hearted anecdotes with their own hard-
won wisdom, Jamie Windust explores everything from 
fashion, dating, relationships and family, through to mental 
health, work and future key debates. From trying on clothes 
in secret to iconic looks, first dates to polyamorous liaisons, 
passports to pronouns, Jamie shows you how to navigate the 
world and your evolving identity in every type of situation. 

Frank, funny, and brilliantly feisty, this must-read book is a 
call to arms for non-binary self-acceptance, self-appreciation 
and self-celebration. 

Jamie Windust is an award-winning non-binary writer, public 
speaker and model from London. They have written for The 
Independent, Gay Times, British GQ, Cosmopolitan and 
INTO More, and were named as one of London's most 
influential people, in the story telling category, by the 
Evening Standard. In Their Shoes is their first book. 
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SKIN ON SKIN 

Longing for Touch in Times of Loss 

Esther Cohen and Gemma Boormans 

  

Sometimes you need someone else’s hands to feel in 

touch with yourself.  

 

Being touched is a basic human need. But many people 
experience a lack of closeness, touch and physical 
comfort, especially those living alone or mourning the 
loss of a loved one. Dutch authors Gemma Boormans and 
Esther Cohen have first-hand experience of loss and 
longing, having both lost their partners.  
 
For Skin-on-Skin they take a closer look at the need for 
physical contact and spoke with dozens of divorced men 
and women, widows and widowers about losing a loved 
one. They also interviewed renowned Dutch experts 
about lust, loneliness and a longing for touch.  
 
You will meet the sexology professor and psychologist 
Ellen Laan, loneliness expert Jeannette Rijks, intuitive 
massage therapist Margrit Siemerink, pastor Rebecca 
Onderstal and psychiatrist, professor and bestselling 
author Dirk de Wachter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Esther Cohen works as a bereavement counsellor and has 

her own practice. She has also edited Mourning Lust, a 

collection of poetry written by widows.  

Gemma Boormans is a journalist with many years of 

experience at women’s magazines. She has also (co) 

authored several books.  
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BIRDSONG IN A TIME OF SILENCE 
Steven Lovatt 
 
Situated firmly within the context of the current crisis, 
Birdsong in a Time of Silence is beautifully told, a lyrical 
story of a man rediscovering his passion for birdsong and 
nature - and indeed the story of our own collective 
reawakening.  
 
Divided into ten chapters (including introduction and 
epilogue), the book starts with the new awareness of birds 
and birdsong made possible by the coincidence of spring 
and the experience of Covid-19 lockdown.  
 
From a case-study of the blackbird – most prominent and 
articulate of the early spring singers – the book proceeds to 
explore the mechanism of birdsong, its uses to the birds and 
its meanings for birds and people alike. The middle chapters 
examine in more detail the variety of singing birds 
(including the arrival of summer migrants) and the science 
behind their choice of song and nest-sites. From there, the 
book broadens to consider the varied meanings that people 
have brought to and taken from birdsong, demonstrating 
that natural history and the history of human experiences 

and interpretations cannot in the end be separated. 
 
In closing, the book reflects on the enrichment of our 
experience that this strangest of springs has allowed. 

Steven Lovatt is a birder, writer, critic and teacher, based in 

South Wales. His creative and critical writing has been 

widely published, including in Little Toller’s online 

magazine The Clearing (of which he was also co-editor), 

Critical Survey and the New Welsh Review. This is his first 

book. 
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HOPE IN HELL 
A Decade to Confront The Climate Change 
Emergency 
Jonathon Porritt 
 
'Hope in Hell will become an indispensable handbook in the 
pre-eminent planetary struggle of our times. It is truthful, 
trenchant and yet refreshingly hopeful.'  Sting 
 
'Extraordinarily powerful, deeply troubling, scathing but 
ultimately purposeful and hopeful. This book is a clarion call 
to action, and action now. After reading this, we know for 
sure that nothing, not even a pandemic, must divert us from 
the most serious problem facing every living creature on the 
planet. In plain language, Jonathon Porritt is spelling it out. 
This is our last chance. Read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest. Then act.' Michael Morpurgo  
 
Climate change is the defining issue of our time - we know, 
beyond reasonable doubt, what that science now tells us. 
Just as climate change is accelerating, so too must we – 
summoning up a greater sense of urgency, courage and 
shared endeavour than humankind has ever seen before.  
  
The Age of Climate Change is an age of superlatives: most 
extreme this, biggest that, most costly ever. The impacts 
worsen every year, played out in people’s backyards and 
communities, and more and more people around the world 
now realise this is going to be a massive challenge for the 
rest of their lives. In Hope in Hell, Porritt confronts that 
dilemma head on. He believes we have time to do what 
needs to be done, but only if we move now – and move 
together. In this ultimately optimistic book, he explores all 
these reasons to be hopeful: new technology; the power of 
innovation; the mobilisation of young people – and a sense 
of intergenerational solidarity as older generations come to 
understand their own obligation to secure a safer world for 
their children and grandchildren.   

Jonathon Porritt, Co-Founder of Forum for the Future, is an 
eminent writer, broadcaster and campaigner on sustainable 
development. Established in 1996, Forum for the Future is 
now the UK’s leading sustainable development charity, with 
70 staff and over 100 partner organisations, including some of 
the world’s leading companies.  
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ON THE SHOULDERS OF NATURE 
How 10 Million Species Save Your Life  
Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson 
 

The new number one bestselling book by internationally 
acliamed  author of Extraordinary Insects.  

 
Planet Earth is home to almost 10 million species (that we know 
of), and we humans are just one of them. Yet, the world has been 
irrevocably changed by us, to our own detriment as well as those 
around us. We have over-pruned the tree of evolution, eliminated 
species that may have provided solutions to some of the 

environmental and health crises we face today, and caused the 
deterioration of almost a quarter of the Earth’s surface. But now 
we must find a way forward, together – saving the natural world 
as we wish to keep it, and protecting the future of humanity. 
 
In this beautifully-written and timely book, we learn that moss 
and mussels can purify water and wasps can make wine; that 
camels used to walk in California, dwarf elephants roamed the 
Mediterranean, and that if giant sloths had not been hunted to 
extinction, our natural production of avocados would be a lot 
simpler today; that seemingly insignificant ocean plankton are 
responsible for every other breath we take and that a little-known 
bushy plant is essential in the treatment of malaria – saving 
millions of human lives. To name a few. 

 
The remarkable human brain is responsible for these fascinating 
discoveries, yet our staggering capacity to adapt is also a great 
weakness – allowing us to forget how the natural world used to 
look; how many species have been lost or altered; the impact this 
is now having on our ecosystems, and the lost opportunities that 
we will never know. 
 
We merely sit on the shoulders of our great natural world, and we 
must learn not to squeeze so tightly, because our bearer will not 
be able to breathe. We must decide what kind of future we want 
to build, and begin laying those foundations through the actions 
we take today. 

Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson is a professor at the Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences (NMBU) in Ås, Norway, as well 
as a scientific advisor for The Norwegian Institute for Nature 
Research (NINA). She has a Doctorate degree in conservation 
biology and lectures on nature management, forest 
biodiversity, and insect ecology. Her first book, 
‘Extraordinary Insects’ was published in 2018, to great critical 
and commercial success. 
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SWAMP SONGS 
Tom Blass 
 
A traveller’s celebration of swamps, marshes, bogs and other 
wetlands… 
 
Twilit and sinister, oozing with ague, bad airs, boggarts and 
other spirits: In the mind’s eye marshes, bogs and swamps 
are dangerous, crepuscular – and only partly of this world. 
And so they are overlooked, unvisited and undescribed, 
their secrets uninterred – and romances untold. 

 
For so long wetlands – and their inhabitants – have been the 
object of our distrust: we’ve drained away their demons, 
encroached upon and denuded them, ripping away not only 
their fragile beauty, botany and birdlife, but also the 
carefully calibrated lives of those that have come to 
understand and thrive in them… 
 
Swamp Songs will celebrate the world’s wetlands: some on 
the cusp of their disappearance, and others, like the 
marshlands of southern Iraq, so beloved of Wilfred Thesiger 
and Gavin Maxwell, just being pulled back from the brink 
of their obliteration.  
 
Tom Blass journeys through these strange lands and 
waterscapes and – amongst a rich (if sometimes obscure) 
literature –  he pushes aside the figurative reeds in search of 
history and natural history, folklore and mythology, 
comparing and contrasting and assembling the eclectica of 
the past in such a way as to shine a light on the present…  

Tom Blass studied anthropology, law and politics, and has 

earned has living as a journalist and editor. His first book was 

the brilliantly reviewed The Naked Shore: Of the North. He 

lives with his family in Hastings.  
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ISLANDS OF MERCY 

Rose Tremain 
 
'A hell of a read... more absorbing than most fiction I've read 

this year' Sunday Times  
 
‘Rose Tremain gives Hilary Mantel a run for her money for 
the title of Britain's greatest living historical novelist... there are 

still few writers who can conjure up a version of the past that is 
so startlingly unfamiliar yet so convincing’ Sunday Express  
 
Sunday Telegraph Novel of the Week  

 
She was ‘The Angel of the Baths’, the one woman whose 
touch everybody yearned for. Yet she would do more. She 
was certain of that.  
 

In the city of Bath, in the year 1865, an extraordinary young 
woman renowned for her nursing skills is convinced that 
some other destiny will one day show itself to her. But when 
she finds herself torn between a dangerous affair with a female 

lover and the promise of a conventional marriage to an 
apparently respectable doctor, her desires begin to lead her 
towards a future she had never imagined. 
  

Meanwhile, on the wild island of Borneo, an eccentric British 
‘rajah’, Sir Ralph Savage, overflowing with philanthropy but 
compromised by his passions, sees his schemes relentlessly 
undermined by his own fragility, by man’s innate greed and 
by the invasive power of the forest itself. 

 
Jane’s quest for an altered life and Sir Ralph’s endeavours 
become locked together as the story journeys across the globe 
– from the confines of an English tearoom to the rainforests 

of a tropical island via the slums of Dublin and the 
transgressive fancy-dress boutiques of Paris. 
 
Islands of Mercy is a novel that ignites the senses, and is a 

bold exploration of the human urge to seek places of 
sanctuary in a pitiless world. 

Rose Tremain CBE was one of only five women to be selected 
for Granta’s original 20 ‘Best of Young British Novelists’ in 1983.  
Since then, her novels and short stories have been published in 27 
countries and won many prizes, including the Whitbread Award, 
the Prix Femina in France and the 2008 Orange Prize for Fiction.  
Her fourteenth novel, The Gustav Sonata, was published to wide 
acclaim in 2016.  It won the National Jewish Book Award for 
Fiction in the United States and the UK South Bank Sky Arts 
Award for Literature.  
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THIS IS HAPPINESS 
Niall Williams 
 

NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE 
WASHINGTON POST 

 
‘The pleasure of this novel lies in its eye for detail… Williams is 

excellent on churchgoing, amateur dramatics, parking, the cinema.’ 

Barney Norris, The Guardian 

‘Williams has the eye of a poet and the raconteur’s knack for finding 
a tale in the most unpromising nook of everyday life.’ The Daily 
Mail 
 
‘Comic and poignant in equal measure.’ The New Yorker 
 
‘One often delightful, rural rhapsody.’ Wall Street Journal 
 
The most enchanting novel you'll read this year, from the acclaimed 
author of Man Booker-longlisted History of the Rain. 

Change is coming to Faha, a small Irish parish unaltered in a 
thousand years. 

For one thing, the rain is stopping. Nobody remembers when it 
started; rain on the western seaboard is a condition of living. But 
now - just as Father Coffey proclaims the coming of the electricity 
- the rain clouds are lifting. Seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe is 
idling in the unexpected sunshine when Christy makes his first 
entrance into Faha, bringing secrets for which he needs to atone. 
Though he can't explain it, Noel knows right then: something has 
changed. 

As the people of Faha anticipate the endlessly procrastinated advent 
of the electricity, and Noel navigates his own coming-of-age and 
his fallings in and out of love, Christy's past gradually comes to 
light, casting a new glow on a small world. 

Harking back to a simpler time, This Is Happiness is a tender 
portrait of a community - its idiosyncrasies and traditions, its 
paradoxes and kindnesses, its failures and triumphs - and a coming-
of-age tale like no other. Luminous and lyrical, yet anchored by 
roots running deep into the earthy and everyday, it is about the 
power of stories: their invisible currents that run through all we do, 
writing and rewriting us, and the transforming light that they throw 
onto our world. 

Niall Williams was born in Dublin in 1958. He is the author of 
eight novels including John and Four Letters of Love. Niall lives 
in Kiltumper in County Clare, with his wife, Christine. Niall has 
now finished writing the screenplay for his novel Four Letters of 
Love, which is being produced by Element Pictures, and is due to 
go into production with Mark Rylance attached to star.  
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WHAT A SHAME 
Abigail Bergstrom 

 

There is something wrong with Mathilda 
Manning. She knows it, her friends have always 
sensed it.  
 
There is something dark inside of Mathilda 
Manning – something so terrible she's spent her 
entire life running from it... 

 

Cast into the grief of a terrible breakup and the 
death of her father, the throb is getting more 
powerful. Armed with friendship, rituals, tarot 
readings and an Ayahuasca trip, What a Shame is set 
against the backdrop of a confrontational dialogue 
with those who have left her behind… it’s time 
Mathilda faces up to her past.  
 
Dark, funny and immediately intimate, What a 
Shame is an emotionally-engulfing account of a 
woman striving for inner peace.  
 
Through beautifully observed satire, the novel 
rattles a hornets’ nest of inherited trauma and the 
prickly heat of female pain in our modern world, 
tackling the madness that lies immediately beneath 
our skin.  
 

 

Abigail Bergstrom has written for national 
magazines and newspapers. She is a literary agent 
and former editor, What a Shame is her first novel.  
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YOU ARE  VERY QUIET TODAY 
(Estas Muy Callada Hoy) 
Ana Navajas 
 
‘Ana's voice is a hum that appears in the background of a 
familiar landscape and shifts my focus. I listen to her narrating 
things I've already seen, but never like this, not the way she 
portrays them. This novel has a few central themes, but it is 
not those themes that I am drawn to: I am drawn to that 
hum, which takes me by surprise and tells me, reminds me, 
that even in the closest and most recognisable landscapes, 
there is still something I missed.’ Margarita Garcia Robayo, 
author of Fish Soup. 
 
In the wake of her mother’s death we follow the narrator’s 
life in Buenos Aires, and her occasional trips to the 
provinces to visit her father, who now lives alone in the 
house where she grew up. We see her in different roles: as a 
mother of three, a wife, a daughter, a sister, but now also as 
a motherless child. But who is she when she’s by herself, 
without having to take care of anyone else? Who is she 
when she has no role to fulfil, when she stops serving the 
needs of the people around her?  She is very quiet today, 
but her silence is filled with words. Beneath the stillness 
there is this grief: alone, she struggles to find her own voice. 
She seems to be telling us: let me be quiet, I am living. She 
is demanding to be allowed to feel things in her own way 
and at her own pace. And in doing this, she shares with the 
reader her endless curiosity towards the enigma that is her 
children, and her memories of a childhood spent in the 
sticky heat of rural Argentina. 
 
You Are Very Quiet Today is a beautifully observed debut 
novel and reveals, with humour, the complexity of the 
female voice and the telling weight of silence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ana Navajas is an Argentinian novelist. She grew up in the 
province of Corrientes and moved to the capital to study 
Communication at the University of Buenos Aires. She 
currently teaches Creative Writing in Buenos Aires, where 
she lives with her family.  
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TRINITY, TRINITY, TRINITY 
Erika Kobayashi 

 
‘One of the must-read novels of the year.’ Madame Figaro 
Japan 
 
‘A beautiful and terrifying story about the dangers of the 
invisible.’  Dayle More 
 
 ‘One of the books the world should know of is Erika 
Kobayashi’s Trinity, Trinity, Trinity. A literary thriller 
about the Tokyo Olympics and the dangers of radiation 
contamination.’ Shukan Dokushojin web 
 
 
Tokyo, 2020. Ever since the Fukushima nuclear disaster of 
2011 increasing numbers of senior citizens display 
symptoms of a mysterious condition known as ‘Trinity’.  
They behave oddly, instigate bizarre incidents and carry 
around radioactive black rocks.  
 
When the narrator’s mother disappears from hospital 
during the torch relay on the eve of the Tokyo Olympics, 
the narrator suspects her mother is being involved in a 
terrorist attack by so-called Trinity geriatrics to disrupt the 
Olympics. She sets out in desperate pursuit, with the chase 
leading to the Olympic stadium. Along the way she 
uncovers family secrets and finds unexpected connections 
between the Olympics and Japan’s history of atomic 
power. 
 
This multi-layered literary thriller shows how deeply 

Japan’s history of nuclear power is rooted in modern life. It 

explores the dangers of the unseen, and how something so 

invisible as radiation can control modern Japan.   

Erika Kobayashi is a novelist and visual artist based in 

Tokyo. In both her visual art as in her writing, she explores 

the effects of the country’s history of nuclear power and 

radiation on modern Japan. Her novel Breakfast with 
Madame Curie, published in 2014 by Shueisha, was 

shortlisted for both the Mishima and Akutagawa Prizes. 

Trinity, Trinity Trinity is her third novel.  
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MALALAI 
Ortensia Visconti 
 
‘Visconti writes like a blaze. This book is timely, urgent 

reading for Europe, written in gentle but bracing prose’ 
Fatima Bhutto 
 
‘With Malalai, Ortensia Visconti manages to touch, and show 
us readers, those “other” worlds of Afghanistan, of 

immigration and of the sea.’ Hector Abad Faciolince  
 
Malalai is a potent novel of a daughter in search of her own 
mother. The journey will bring her all the way to Rome, 

where she’ll find secure shelter.  
 
A 16 year old, inquisitive, and brave young woman named 
Malalai longs to discover the truth about her mother’s 

mysterious death. Malalai bears the name of the Afghan 
national heroine of the Nineteenth Century who rebelled 
against the British invaders. And like that woman, possesses 
the same uncompromising spirit. 
 

Deeply attached to her father and the memory of a mother 
she has never known but whose life she obsessively attempts 
to reconstruct, Malalai must leave her country, a land 
shattered by foreign occupation and violence of never-ending 

wars.  
 
Malalai embarks on an irreversible journey through the 
opium trail that brings her to Italy. There she realises it is 

possible to survive in an unknown world, and that there is 
not always hostility between human beings, but there can 
also be empathy and kindness: compassionate connections. 
Without barriers.  

 
With dry and sharp style infused with wise reflections, 
Ortensia Visconti tells the story of a deep bond between 
father and daughter; of nostalgia for a never known maternal 
love, of forbidden loves, paying tribute to Afghanistan and its 

brave but defeated women. She does this with huge respect 
and great devotion to a civilisation whose essence and beauty 
she has vividly captured. 

Ortensia Visconti worked in photography, cinema, journalism 
and film. After studying at the Sorbonne and at the London 
School of Photojournalism, she collaborated for over a decade 

with The Washington Post, La Repubblica and Il Messaggero, 
working as a war correspondent from Algeria, Palestine, Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  
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THE OPPOSITE OF A PERSON 
Lieke Marsman 
 
‘The Opposite of a Person is a gorgeous book. It’s a 
stunning blend of poetry, essay writing and prose . It’s an 
existentialist, essential story about the world we live in 
and  explores the complex role and place of us humans in 
it.’ Marieke Lucas Rijneveld, International Booker Finalist 
and author of The Discomfort of Evenings 
 
‘For such a young writer, Marsman is a strong and consistent 
stylist. Her sentences are so clearly her own. Her readiness 
to experiment with form makes this an audacious novel, 
distinct from the work of many of her contemporaries. 
Ample proof that Marsman is more than a gifted poet.’ Het 
Parool  
 
‘A surprisingly playful novel, ideologically committed, an 
edifice of ideas both pessimistic and optimistic. Every page is 
engaging and the tone is remarkably consistent despite the 
abundance of stylistic variation. In addition to all this it 
manages to remain a highly topical novel.’ Joost de Vries, 
De Groene Amsterdammer 
 

Ida, 29, wants to become a climatologist. She obtains an 
internship in an Italian research institute tasked with the 
demolishing of a dam in the Alps. This mission forces her 
to leave her country and her girlfriend Robin behind. 
During her time away, Ida reflects on love and global 
warming. What she really wants to know is why we care so 
little about the world we live in.  
 
Blurring the lines of fiction, essay and poetry, The 
Opposite of a Person is a bold inspiring debut novel that 
explores the problems of climate change without ever 
being pessimistic or cynical.  

Lieke Marsman was born in 1990 and considered one of the 
greatest new voices in Dutch literature. She published her 
first poetry volume (Things That I Tell Myself ) in 2010 
when she was only twenty years old, and promptly won 
three poetry prizes. In 2018 Lieke was diagnosed with bone 
cancer. In the months following the diagnosis she wrote The 
Following Scan Will Last Five Minutes, which was 
translated into English by poet Sophie Collins. The 
Opposite of a Person is her first novel and was shortlisted for 
the ECI Literature Prize.  
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ABANDONMENT 

Elisabeth Åsbrink 
 

Three women, three cities, one family. 

  

London, 1948: ‘It’s not that I dislike men, I just don’t want 

them close.’ This is what Rita thinks – she has just turned 50, 

on 1 December 1949 – walking around her home in a sleepy 

suburb in north London. Her oldest daughter, Sally, has moved 

out and her youngest is a teenager who eats in secret at night. 

Every evening, when her husband returns from work, Rita 

makes dinner for her family. Today is different. Today her 

biggest secret has been replaced by another. 

Stockholm, 1975: One Sunday in March 1975, ten-year-old K 

wakes up and realises that this day is going to go on forever. 

Outside Stockholm was still and in the kitchen her mother Sally 

is drinking tea. K collects words. She is a guardian of language; 

no forbidden expressions are allowed to reach the surface. If her 

mother hears them, they might trigger her thoughts of suicide. 

It’s a vital task. Self-hatred is overwhelming her mother.  ‘It’s 

not that I dislike Jews,’ K’s mother sometimes says. ‘I just don’t 

want them close.’ 

Thessaloniki, 2019: Katherine is walking around searching for 

traces of her grandfather. There is a resounding fury in her steps; 

she imagines that she is a warrior locked into a fight against 

oblivion. Her mother’s father was a Spanish Jew born in the 

Ottoman Empire, right here in Thessaloniki. When the empire 

of the Turks fell, ethnic nationalism was spreading like a 

pandemic across the world, war loomed, and her grandfather 

had to emigrate. He travelled to London where he fell in love 

with Rita. 

 

Abandonment is a stunning and heart-breaking autobiographical 

novel about secrets, lies and taboos and how they are passed 

from one generation to the next.  

  

 

Elisabeth Åsbrink is a Swedish writer and journalist. Her non-

fiction book 1947: When Now Begins, published in 2016, has 

been translated into 19 languages and received a prize from the 

Royal Swedish Academy. Her second work And in the Vienna 

Woods the Trees Remain won several awards including the 

prestigious August Prize for Best Swedish Non-Fiction Book of 

the Year. 
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THINGS WE DO NOT TELL THE 

PEOPLE WE LOVE 
Huma Qureshi 
 
A collection of ten short stories, exploring the vastness of 
silence within our most intimate relationships, when 
feelings and words are left unexpressed.  
 
Things We Do Not Tell The People We Love is about 
mothers and daughters, children lost, unborn, grown up, 
grown apart, and the dissonance between lovers. It exposes 
the silences in families and the parts of ourselves we rarely 
reveal. A daughter asks her mother to shut up, only to shut 
her up for good; an exhausted wife walks away from the 
husband who doesn’t understand her; on holiday, lovers no 
longer understand each other away from home.  
 
Things We Do Not Tell The People We Love is shortlisted 
for the 2020 SI Leeds Literary Prize, a biennial prize for 
unpublished fiction by Black and Asian women, and three 
of the stories have been shortlisted individually in national 
short story competitions, including The Jam Maker, which 
won the 2020 Harper's Bazaar short story prize and which 
Bernardine Evaristo described as a "substantial story about 
family, loss and belonging," praising its "increasingly 
gorgeous use of language." 

Huma Qureshi is an award-winning writer and journalist, 

author of In Spite of Oceans (2014) and contributor to The 
Best Most Awful Job: Twenty Writers Talk Honestly About 
Motherhood (2019). A former Guardian reporter, she has 
also written for The Times, The Independent and The 
Observer, as well as magazines including Grazia, New 
Statesman, Psychologies, gal-dem and The Huffington Post. 
In fiction, Huma’s short stories have received prize 
recognition, winning the 2020 Harper’s Bazaar Short Story 
Prize and coming second in the 2019 Benedict Kiely Short 
Story Award. She is now writing her first novel.  
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HIGHER PHYSICS 

Ellen Deckwitz  

  

Awarded the prestigious Dutch E. du Perron Prize 2019 

 

Ellen Deckwitz’s grandmother survived a Japanese 

internment camp in Indonesia during World War II. She 

never talked about this to her children but she did reveal 

her traumatic past to her Dutch granddaughter. Deckwitz 

was constantly reminded by her grandmother that life was 

full of danger, and kept repeating the importance of being 

prepared.  

 

‘Keep yourself clean, little on / do not boast / about 

extra food, consume it in silence / above the latrine.’  

 

Higher Physics is a heart-breaking and tender synthesis of 

memoir, fiction and poetry and shows us new ways to 

think about cultural memory and trauma. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellen Deckwitz was born in 1982 in the Netherlands and 

considered one of the most important Dutch poets of her 

generation. She won the C. Buddingh prize for The Stone 

Fears Me and the prestigious E. du Perron prize for 

Higher Physics. Higher Physics is a career-defining 

collection and became an instant bestseller with over 

10,000 copies sold. 

 

Agent: Lisette Verhagen 
(on behalf of Uitgeverij 
Pluim) 
 
Publisher: Uitgeverij Pluim 
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THE MIGRANTS 

Somanth Batabyal  

  

Three families. Two generations. And the past they can’t 
escape. 
 
Assam, the 1990s.  The United Liberation Front of Assam 
wages a violent uprising against the state of 
India, seeking independence. Against this backdrop of car 
bombs and race riots, three boys form an unlikely 
friendship, and friendly rivalry : Riku, the son of an 
ULFA financier; Rana, the son of an Indian Army 
Officer; and Samar, the son of refugees.  
 
But they are drawn together by more than just illicit 
cigarettes, bunking off school and a love of cricket. Each 
sees in the other a fellow migrant, another boy searching 
for somewhere to call home. Fate, it seems, has played a 
hand in bringing them together, too. As Riku, Rana and 
Samar grow up, they realise that the insulated world of 
their childhood can’t last forever. Shunted by politics, the 
forces of history, and the sins of their parents, the boys’ 
loyalties -- to each other, to their families -- will be 
tested to its limit. Crucially, can the home they've created 
for each other last? Or will the weight of the past, and the 
uncertainty of the future, destroy it?  
 
From Dakar to London, partition to recession, this epic 
will appeal to fans of The Parisian by Isabella Hammad, A 
Suitable Boy by Vikram Seth, and Pachinko by Min Jin 
Lee.  
 
 
 
Somnath Batabyal is a journalist, academic and writer. He 
teaches at SOAS, University of London, in the Centre for 
Global Media and Communications. Prior to taking up an 
academic position in London in 2012, Somnath was Post 
Doctoral Fellow at the University of Heidelberg in 
Germany for three years. He completed his PhD at SOAS 
in 2010 and the resultant thesis, Making News in India, 
was published in book form by Routledge from New 
Delhi and London. Somnath has worked as a journalist in 
India from the mid 1990s, both in national television and 
print. The Price You Pay, a crime novel, was published in 
2012 by HarperCollins India.  

Agent: Jack Ramm (on 
behalf of Ramm Studios)  
 
On Submission Autumn 
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On Behalf of Jack Ramm  
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FICTION 

LEN DEIGHTON 
  
World famous master of the spy novel and author of The Ipcress 
File.  
  

‘The poet of the spy novel.’ The Sunday Times 
  
‘The coolest, funkiest, most sophisticated things we'd ever 

read.’ Max Hastings  
  
‘Sharp, witty and sour, like Raymond Chandler adapted to 

British gloom and the multiple betrayals of the private spy.’ 
The Observer  
  

Along with Ian Fleming and John Le Carre, Len Deighton is 
considered to be one of the greatest spy novelists of all time. 
His internationally bestselling novels broke the mould of 

thriller writing and have become modern classics; as 
compelling, relevant and suspenseful now as when they were 

first published.   

Len Deighton’s most famous novels include: 

-The Ipcress File and Funeral in Berlin: adapted into the genre-
defining Harry Palmer films that launched the career of Sir 
Michael Caine. 

-Bomber : the classic World War Two novel about a single 

bombing raid over Germany. 

- The Bernard Samson trilogies: including Berlin Game, 
Mexico Set and London Match; an epic sequence of 10 novels. 

- SS-GB:  alternative history in which the Nazis successfully 
conquered Britain in World War Two; adapted by the BBC 

into a television series staring Sam Riley in 2017.  

Alongside his fearless thrillers, Len Deighton is also an 
accomplished military historian, cookery writer and graphic 
artist. 
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Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
US publisher: 
HarperCollins US 
 
US editor: Sara Nelson 
 
Publication: June 2020 
 
Page extent: 272 pages 
 
Rights sold: 
French (Lattes) 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
Tuttle-Mori 

YOU CAN GO HOME NOW 
Michael Elias 
 

‘Elias has masterfully written a moving and terrifying story that 
feels so potent and current, I can't believe something like this 
hasn't shown up in the news yet.’ Jessica Anya Blau, author 
of The Trouble with Lexie 
 
‘Fascinating characters and a deep dive into the gruesomeness of 
domestic violence infuse this page-turner throughout and there's 
a twist at the end you'll never see coming!’ Ellen LaCorte, author 
of The Perfect Fraud 
 
‘This is a compelling thriller that has the rarest of qualities:’ Steve 
Martin, New York Times bestselling author of Born Standing 
Up: A Comic's Life and An Object of Beauty  

 
In this smart, relevant, unputdownable psychological thriller, a 
woman cop is on the hunt for a killer while battling violent 
secrets of her own. 

 
“My name is Nina Karim. I am a single thirty-one-year-old 
woman who likes cats, Ryan Reynolds movies, beautiful 
sunsets, walking on a wintry beach holding hands with a tall, 
caring, lightly bearded third-wave feminist. Yeah, right.” 
 
Nina is a tough Queens detective with a series of cold case 
homicides on her desk – men whose widows had the same alibi: 
they were living in Artemis, a battered women’s shelter, when 

their husbands were killed. 
 
Nina goes undercover into Artemis. Though she is playing the 
victim, she’s anything but. Nina knows about violence and the 

bullies who rely on it because she’s experienced it in her own 
life. 
 
In this heart-pounding thriller Nina confronts the violence of 

her own past in Artemis where she finds solidarity with a 
community of women who deal with abusive and lethal men in 
their own way. 
 
For the women living in Artemis there is no absolute moral 

compass, there is the law and there is survival.  And, for Nina, 
who became a cop so she could find the man who murdered 
her father, there is only revenge.  

Michael Elias is a screenwriter and novelist. His credits 
include The Jerk, Lush Life and the novel The Last 
Conquistador. He lives in Paris and Los Angeles.  
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Agent: Tim Bates 
 
Publisher: Michael Joseph 
 
Editor: Louise Moore 
 
Publication: June 2020 
 
Rights Sold: 
Hungarian (Gabo) 

Lithuanian (Jotema) 
 
Previous publishers: 
Brazil (Sextante) 
Bulgaria (Hermes) 
Croatia (Mozaic) 
Czech Republic (Moba) 
Denmark (Borgen) 
France (Editions Leduc.s) 
Germany (Luebbe) 
Greece (Minoas) 
Israel (Ivrit) 
Italy (Mondadori) 
Korea (Tornado) 
Latvia (Zvaigzne) 

Netherlands (Meulenhoff 
Boekerij, Van Buuren) 
Norway (Cappelen Damm) 
Poland (Vizja Press) 
Portugal (Leya) 
Russia (Family Leisure Club) 
Serbia (Laguna) 
Spain (Circulo de Lectores) 
Turkey (Epsilon) 

LIAR 
Lesley Pearse  
 

From the #1 Sunday Times bestseller author 
 
The 10-million-copy, #1 bestselling author is back with 
another beautifully-written, compelling and page-turning 
epic.  
 
In a Shepherds Bush bedsit, Amelia White dreams of being 
a reporter. The closest she's come is selling advertising in 
the local paper – until the fateful day she stumbles on a 
truly shocking scoop. 
 
Round the corner from her home, she discovers the body 
of a murder victim, dumped among the rubbish. When the 
police and reporters descend, Amelia is horrified at the 
assumptions made and lies soon to be spread about this 
poor young woman. 
 
Determined to protect the victim from these smears and 
help her grieving family, she convinces her paper's editor to 
allow her to take up her pen and tell the true story. 
 

But when another body is found and the police 
investigation stalls, Amelia – uncovering new witnesses and 
suspects in her search for clues – discovers that she may be 
the only one with any chance of learning the truth and 
stopping more killings. 
 
If only she can work out who the liar is . . . 
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Lesley Pearse is renowned for her storytelling and for 
creating characters that are impossible to forget. Many 

of her recent books, including Gypsy, Faith and Hope, 
have been #1 bestsellers and her books have been 
translated into 20 languages.  
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UK Publisher: Agora 
 
UK Editor: Samantha Brace 
 
Publication: June 2020 
 
Page extent: 301 

MONSTROUS SOULS 
Rebecca Kelly 
 
‘a gripping and haunting book that handles difficult and 
disturbing subject matter with great sensitivity. An 
accomplished, tense debut.’  Adele Parks for Platinum 
Magazine 
 
'This is the best book I've read in 2020 without a doubt.' 
Stephen Edger, author of Dead To Me 
 

'this book will sit very comfortably alongside the big name 
thriller writers.' — Clare Rhoden, author of The Chronicles 
of the Pale 
 
What if you knew the truth but couldn’t remember? 
 
Over a decade ago, Heidi was the victim of a brutal attack 
that left her hospitalised, her younger sister missing, and her 
best friend dead. But Heidi doesn’t remember any of that. 
She’s lived her life since then with little memory of her 
friends and family and no recollection of the crime. Now, 
it’s all starting to come back. 
 
As Heidi begins retracing the events that lead to the assault, 
she is forced to confront the pain and guilt she’s long kept 
buried. But Heidi isn’t the only one digging up the past, 
and the closer she gets to remembering the truth, the more 
danger she’s in. When the truth is worse than fiction, is the 
past worth reliving? 
 
An addictive thriller about a case gone cold and the dangers 
lurking on our doorsteps, Monstrous Souls will have you 
gripped to the very end. 

 
Rebecca Kelly was brought up with books but 
denied the pleasure of a television. Although she 
hated this at the time, she now considers it to have 
contributed to a life-long passion for reading and 
writing. After a misspent education, Rebecca had a 
variety of jobs. She’s spent the last years raising her 
children but has lately returned to her first love – 
writing. Rebecca lives in the UK with her husband 
and youngest son and an overenthusiastic black 
Labrador, who gives her writing tips.  
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Agent: Tim Bates 
 
Publisher: HarperCollins 
 
Editor: Kimberley Young  
 
Publication: January 2020 
 
Page extent: 529 
 

Rights sold:  
Lithuania (Jotema) 
 
Other titles include: 
Billie Jo 
Born Evil 
The Betrayer 
The Freud 
The Traitor 
The Victim 
The Schemer 
The Trap 
Payback 
The Wronged 
Tainted Love 
Backstabber 
Life of Crime 
 

QUEENIE 
Kimberley Chambers 
 

The #1 Sunday Times bestseller 

The explosive new novel from the No.1 bestseller, which spent 2 
weeks at number one in the Sunday times chart in February 2020 

‘[A] fast-paced tale with gritty authenticity.’ Guardian  

‘A gritty tale with a shocking twist . . . will have you on the 
edge of your seat from cover to cover.’ OK  

‘A great read from one of our favourite crime writers.’ Closer  

 
She was made in the East End... 
  
For young Queenie, life in the backstreets of Whitechapel 
was a lesson in survival – Hitler’s bombs hit those with 
nothing the hardest. When danger strikes close to home, 
Queenie finds an ally in Mrs O’Leary, whose two sons are 
the kingpins of the East End. But while the O’Learys are the 
light in Queenie’s life, fate has a different path in store. 
  
And men are what their mothers make them... 
  
Now married to the useless Albie Butler, Queenie is raising 
her children to fight their own battles. If the O’Learys taught 
her anything, it was that surviving meant doing whatever 
you had to, no questions asked, and family always comes 
first. The Butler boys will make sure their mother’s name 
becomes East End legend.  
 
Meet Queenie. 
 
This is her story. 

Kimberley Chambers is The Sunday Times No.1 
bestselling author of twelve novels, including the hugely 

successful ‘Butlers Series’ and ‘The Mitchell/O’Hara 
Saga’. Kimberley had not written a word until the age of 
thirty-eight when she decided to change her life and 

write her first novel, Billie Jo. She’d previously worked 
as a market trader on East-End markets, a pub DJ and a 
mini-cab driver.  
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UK Publisher: Agora 
 
UK Editor: Samantha Brace 
 
Publication: October 2020 
 
Page extent: 301 

ALL YOUR LITTLE LIES 
Marianne Holmes 
 
'thought-provoking, moving and compellingly 
dark' Jo Jakeman, author of Sticks and Stones 
 
'Horrifically compelling, Annie is a character I 

loved to hate, her actions resulting in compulsive, 
unsettling reading' – Louisa de Lange, author 
of The Dream Wife  Lies  

 
When everything you say is a lie, can you even 
remember the truth? 

 
Annie lives a quiet, contained, content life. She 
goes to work. She meets her friend. She’s  kind 

of in a relationship. She’s happy. Not lonely at 
all. 
 

If only more people could see how friendly she is 
— how eager to help and please. Then she could 
tick “Full Happy Life” off her list. But no one 

sees that side of Annie, and she can’t understand 
why. 
 

That all changes the night Chloe Hills disappears. 
And Annie is the last person to see her. 

 
This is her chance to prove to everybody that 
she’s worth something. That is, until she becomes 

a suspect. 

 
Drenched in atmosphere and taut with 
tension, All Your Little Lies takes a hard look at 
why good people do bad things. 

Marianne Holmes is the author of A Little Bird 
Told Me, published by Agora Books in 2018. She 

was born in Cyprus and bounced around the UK, 
Germany, Kuwait and Belgium with her RAF 
parents as a child but is now firmly based in 

London with her own family. She has degrees in 
Classics (RHUL) and Linguistics (UCL). 
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Page extent: 215 
 

 

IDLE HANDS 
Cassondra Walker 
 
I couldn't put it down . . . I'm already thinking of who 
I want to give this book to.' Sometimes I Read Blog  

 
'Deep, dark, and dares you to think, to feel' Ink Stains 
on My Sheets Book Blog  

 
You can call me Ella. You generally assign me a 
whole host of other preposterous monikers. I think 
the least imaginative name I’ve heard is “the devil”, 
but I’ll answer to it if I must. 

 
After making the courageous decision to leave her 

abusive husband, Perdie and her three young children 
start over and finally find the safety and love they 
deserve. But years later, when tragedy strikes, Perdie 

is left wondering if the choice she made to leave has 
led them to this moment. If she were given the 
opportunity to take it all back and stay, would she? 

 
In a frantic bid to protect her family, Perdie makes a 
deal to do just that. But in a world where the devil 

pulls the strings, can Perdie really change the past? 
 
Brimming with enlightened observations and brilliant 

voice, Idle Hands is a haunting examination of grief, 
resilience, and what we’d give to spend another 
moment with the ones we love. 

 

 

Cassondra Windwalker grew up on plains and longed 
for mountains — today, she lives by the frozen sea. She 

earned a BA of Letters at the University of Oklahoma 
and pursued careers in bookselling and law enforcement 
before resigning her post to write full time. A poet, 

essayist, and novelist, her short-form work has appeared 
in numerous literary journals and art books. Her full-
length books of poetry and prose are available in 

bookstores and online. She welcomes conversations 
with readers through her social media platforms and in 
the occasional coffee shop. 
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Previous publishers: 
Czech Republic (Grada) 

A POSTCARD FROM PARIS 
Alex Brown 

Praise for Alex Brown: 

‘Very lovely’ Jill Mansell. 

‘Be whisked away in this sunny, heartwarming read’ 
Woman’s Own 

‘I adored it’ Milly Johnson 

 
A story of romance, secrets and escapism in the City of 
Light from the No.1 bestseller Alex Brown...  
  
Annie Lovell is desperate to put the spark back into her 
life, so when her elderly neighbour inherits an 
abandoned Parisian apartment, she heads straight for 

Paris, eager to see what might await her.   
  
However, when her curiosity leads her to a bundle of 

secret diaries hidden within the apartment’s walls telling 
the life of Beatrice Crawford, a young English woman 
who volunteered in 1916 to nurse soldiers in the fields 

of France, her journey takes an unexpected turn.  
  
As she explores the romantic, captivating City of Light, 

Annie begins to realise that first appearances do not 
always tell the whole truth. Following Beatrice’s 
incredible journey from the Great War, through the 

Roaring Twenties and to a very different life in Nazi-
occupied Paris, Annie discovers that she must piece 
together events from the past if she is to fulfil the legacy 

that Beatrice left for her to find…  

Alex Brown is the bestselling author of five books and 
launched her career with the hugely popular Carrington’s 
series set in a seaside town department store. Alex began her 
writing career as a weekly columnist for The London Paper. 
When she isn’t writing Alex enjoys knitting, and is 
passionate about supporting charities working with care 
leavers, adoption and vulnerable young people. Alex lives in 
a rural village in Sussex, with her husband, daughter and a 
very shiny black Labrador.  
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THE BOOK OF EVERLASTING THINGS 
Aanchal Malhotra 

 
In the pre-partitioned Lahore of 1937, ten-year-old Samir Vij locks eyes with eight-year-old Fir-

daus Khan through the rows of perfume bottles in his family’s ittar-shop in Anarkali bazar. It is 
not her eyes that draw her to him, though, but the intoxicating smell of her skin. Firdaus becomes 
an enigma to the perfumer prodigy Samir, and against the struggle for Indian independence, their 
friendship blossoms into love. Their years become defined by books full of pressed leaves, stolen 
glances across a calligrapher’s studio, paper boats made with secret letters, the aroma of tuberose, 
and the balmy, sultry smell of monsoon. 
 
But severed by the violence of Partition just a decade later, home becomes a foreign place, and 
death hangs over every house as Lahore city is destroyed. Suddenly bereft of both lineage and 
land, Samir is forced to flee to Delhi. An undivided land is divided, a heart is carved in two; Samir 
becomes Indian and Firdaus becomes Pakistani. Unable to survive as a refugee in Lahore’s twin 
city, the young perfumer embarks on a journey across the oceans, and in the last British troopship 
to leave Hindustan in 1948, he discovers a secret that does not belong to him. From the battlefields 
of World War One, to the flower fields of Grasse; from 388 letters of love, to a brief and secret 
marriage, Samir Vij traces the story of his perfumed life. 
 
Aanchal Malhotra is a writer, oral historian and artist based in New Delhi. She was shortlisted for 
the 2019 Nayef Al-Rodhan Prize, awarded annually by the British Academy to a non-fiction book 
that promotes global cultural understanding, for her work on the partition of India, Remnants of 
Partition: 21 Objects from a Continent Divided. She studied at the Ontario College of Art and De-
sign University, Toronto, and Concordia University, Montreal, and is also the co-founder of the 
Museum of Material Memory. 

 
 

Publishers: FlatIron (US), HarperCollins India • Summer 2021• Editor: Caroline Bleeke • Material: full edited 

manuscript soon to be delivered • Agent: David Godwin   
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NAMES OF THE WOMEN  
Jeet Thayil 

 
 
Names of the Women is a retelling of the New Testament from the points of view of the women 

whose roles have been suppressed, reduced or erased from the gospels. The novel begins with 
Christ on the cross addressing Mary Magdalene, and, over the course of 24 chapters, tells the sto-
ries of Mary, Herodias, Salomé, Martha of Bethany, Mary of Bethany, Joanna, Assia and Lydia, 
among other figures, both fictional and historical, and it ends with the voice of Mary, mother of 
Christ. This is the story of Christ as seen by the women who played minor parts in the New Testa-
ment, who stayed with him through the crucifixion, when his disciples had abandoned him. 
 
 
Jeet Thayil was born into a Syrian Christian family in Kerala in 1959, and was educated in Jesuit 
schools in Bombay, Hongkong and New York. He worked as a journalist for twenty-three years 
before returning to India to write fiction. His first novel, Narcopolis, was awarded the DSC Prize 
for South Asian Literature and was shortlisted for the Man Booker prize. His five poetry collec-
tions include These Errors Are Correct, which won the Sahitya Akademi Award (India’s National 
Academy of Letters). His music collaborations include the noise quintet Still Dirty, the experi-
mental trio HMT, and the opera Babur in London. His most recent novel is Low, published by Fa-
ber. 

 
Praise for Low: 

 
“A novel of our times . . . Low is beautifully written, intelligent and gripping, and elicits compas-

sion for a character who is pitifully adrift.”  The Spectator 
 
 
 
Publisher: Jonathan Cape • Editor: Michal  Shavit • Material: full manuscript • Agent: David Godwin  •  Rights 
sold: Iceland (Hringana) 
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BLACK RIVER  
Nilanjana Roy 

 

The novel opens with a double murder. However it is the death of Munia, strung up on a noose, 

that shatters the lives of the villagers of Naya Manger, a small village on the outskirts of Delhi. 

The search for the murderer is led by Chand, her father and sets him on a dangerous search for 

justice. 

Black River is a wild journey into worlds turned turbulent. This is a gripping, unforgettable por-

trait of a city,a country caught in a time of greed and change, and a crime which challenges the 

very fabric of Indian society.  

Nilanjana S Roy spent much of the last four years exploring Delhi and its river on long walks and 
drives around the NCR. Black River grew out of these forays, and out of her years of reporting on 
gender for the New York Times. She is the author of The Wildings and The Hundred Names of 
Darkness. She writes on books, life and the arts for The Financial Times. Black River is her first 
novel for adults; she is working on another novel set in similar territory. 

 

 “A stylish, bloody, literary addition, set in India and already a considerable critical success there. 
Rich in cat telepathy and shuddery feral madness.” Guardian 

 

“Nilanjana Roy's stories are a delight to read”  Salman Rushdie 

 

Publisher: Penguin India • Editor: Manasi Subramaniam •  Material: full manuscript soon to be delivered • Agent: 

David Godwin 
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THE RIPPING TREE 
Nikki Gemmell 

 

The family has gathered. The grandmother speaks to the assembled family  - ‘this is a tale of Wil-
lowbrae, a house deep in the Australian bush, it is a story that will freeze your blood’ she tells 
them. So opens an account of seven days in the life of a young woman called Poss who arrived at 
Willowbrae after a huge storm wanting to be someone else.  
  
It is the story of the man she loved who was not the man she thought. And of the family that lived 

there, and at the heart of the story a crime that ruined all their lives. Eight years in the making this 

is Nikki Gemmell’s masterpiece. 

 

Nikki Gemmell is the best-selling author of thirteen novels and four works of non-fiction. Her 
books have been translated into 22 languages. She was born in Wollongong, New South Wales 
and lived in London for many years, but has now returned to Australia. Gemmell pens a weekly 
column for The Australian newspaper. She also writes novels for children –  the Kensington Rep-
tilarium series for 9 to 13 year olds, and the Coco Banjo series for slightly younger readers. Four 
books by Gemmell, Shiver, Cleave, The Bride Stripped Bare and The Book of Rapture, made the 
longlist of “Favourite Australian Novels” as chosen by readers of the Australian Book Review. 
 

 

 

Publishers: 4th Estate, HarperCollins Australia • Editor: Nicholas Pearson •  Material: full manuscript • Agent: 

David Godwin 
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THE MASK FALLING 
Samantha Shannon 

 

The fourth book in Shannon’s phenomenal The Bone Season series, The Mask Falling in-

habits both gloomy Parisian catacombs and the opulent hallways of Versailles in an unput-

downable continuation of the saga. 

 

Paige Mahoney has eluded death again. Snatched from the jaws of captivity and consigned 

to a safe house in the Scion Citadel of Paris, she finds herself caught between those fac-

tions that seek Scion’s downfall and those who would kill to protect the Rephaim’s puppet 

empire. The mysterious Domino Programme has plans for Paige, but she has ambitions of 

her own in this new citadel. With Arcturus Mesarthim — her former enemy — at her side, 

she embarks on an adventure that will lead her from the catacombs of Paris to the glittering 

hallways of Versailles. Her risks promise high reward: the Parisian underworld could yield 

the means to escalate her rebellion to outright war.  

 

As Scion widens its bounds and the free world trembles in its shadow, Paige must fight her 

own memories after her ordeal at the hands of Scion. Meanwhile, she strives to understand 

her bond with Arcturus, which grows stronger by the day. But there are those who know 

the revolution began with them — and could end with them… 

 
Samantha Shannon is the New York Times and Sunday Times bestselling author of The Bone 
Season series. Her work has been translated into twenty-six languages. The Priory of the Orange 
Tree is her fourth novel and her first outside of The Bone Season series. She lives in London. 

 

UK Publisher: Bloomsbury • Editor: Alexandra Pringle •  Material: full manuscript • Agent: David Godwin • 

Rights Sold: France (Mondadori) 
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A TIME OUTSIDE THIS TIME 
Amitava Kumar 

 

Infused with spirit and vigour, A Time Outside This Time is a welcome tonic to the bleak reality of our current 
post-truth era. 
 

Satya is an Indian writer who lives and teaches in upstate New York taking part in a residency writing a book 
about fake news. By the time a global pandemic forces him to return home to America, he has compiled narratives 
about riots, the war on terror, peasant insurgency in Bengal, love among mammals in Baltimore, and artistic re-
sponses to Donald Trump. This is a book that is as much about consuming the news as it is about producing nov-
els.  
 
Deftly moving from critical analysis to genuine bewilderment at our modern world, this book encourages readers 
to think for themselves and explore their discomfort and anger at our present world. It explores what it means to 
tell the truth and the role that fiction plays in our lives. Fiction, we are reminded, is both a literary form and an 
innate pleasure that dates back to the aural tradition of storytelling; the reader is invited to perhaps find solace in 
the fact that no, we’re not crazy, none of the current events happening around us are normal. 
 
Amitava Kumar is a writer and journalist. He was born in Ara, and grew up in the nearby town of Patna, famous 
for its corruption, crushing poverty and delicious mangoes. Kumar is the author of several books of non-fiction 
and two novels. He lives in Poughkeepsie, in upstate New York, where he is the Helen D. Lockwood Professor of 
English at Vassar College. In 2016, Amitava Kumar was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship (General Nonfiction) 
as well as a Ford Fellowship in Literature from United States Artists. 
 

Kumar’s latest novel is Immigrant, Montana: A Novel, published by Faber in the UK, Knopf in the US, and in 

translation by other publishers worldwide. It was named a notable book of the year by The New York Times, a 

book of the year by The New Yorker, and listed by Barack Obama as one of his favorite books of 2018. The book 

came out in India under the title The Lovers: A Novel.  

 

US Publisher: Knopf • Editor: Timothy O’Connell •  Material: full manuscript • Agent: David Godwin •  Rights 

Sold: UK (Picador) India (Aleph), Canada (Penguin). 
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BEYOND 
Stephen Walker 

 
“Whoever controls space controls the world.” 

 Lyndon B. Johnson 1958 
 
On April 12, 1961, Yuri Gagarin became the first human being to go into space. This book, published on the sixtieth anniver-
sary of that epic flight, tells the astonishing story of how it happened, why it happened – and what happened next. 
 
Gagarin’s flight was a world-changing moment in history, a staggering technological triumph which would forever change 
the way we look at, and think about, our own planet. It took him exactly 108 minutes to orbit the globe, travelling at 17,000 
mph – ten times faster than a rifle bullet – effortlessly crossing countries, continents and oceans before re-entering the Earth’s 
atmosphere, ejecting from his capsule and parachuting into a potato field a few hundred kilometres south of Moscow. 
 
From the windows of his tiny spaceship, Gagarin witnessed our world as nobody had before, racing across a sphere in the 
limitless blackness of space; a sphere of great beauty, vivid with colour and yet terrifyingly fragile, with only its razor-thin 
blue atmosphere enabling life to exist at all. Gagarin saw all this, recording his impressions on a reel-to-reel tape recorder as 
he flew, his exhilaration and awe still palpable in those recordings today. 
  
It is one of the great paradoxes of this story that Gagarin was only able to witness all this beauty of our planet by riding a 
missile designed specifically to destroy it. For his triumph was not only technological. It happened at one of the most danger-
ous moments in history, when two nuclear superpowers confronted each other across a political divide, splitting the world 
along ideological fault lines and threatening at any moment to annihilate it. 
 
Beyond tells a thrilling story whilst unpacking secrets and deaths hidden for decades: the hushed KGB input, the enormous 

risks taken; how exactly the Russians outfoxed the USA, and the wonder of this monumental human achievement. It also sets 

the space race in its political context: as a crucial, public battle between the world’s two superpowers, both fighting for Cold 

War victory, international power, and dominance on the extra-terrestrial plane. 

 
Stephen Walker was educated at Oxford and Harvard universities, before joining the BBC as a graduate trainee. He has 
since directed and produced over 30 films for the BBC, Channel 4 and ITV, as well as numerous foreign broadcasters. 
In 2006 he founded Walker George Films, a multi award-winning TV and film production company. Stephen has twice 
been voted as one of Britain’s top ten television directors by the UK’s industry-leading Broadcast magazine.  

 
Publisher: HarperCollins • April 2021 • Editor: Arabella Pike • Material: full manuscript soon to be delivered• 

Agent: David Godwin • Rights Sold: Germany (Hoffmann & Campe), The Netherlands (Hollands Diep), Turkey 

(Kronik),  Poland (Wydawnictwo Poznanskie).  
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AZADI: FREEDOM, FASCIM,  FICTION  
Arundhati Roy 

 
 
The chant of 'Azadi!' - Urdu for 'Freedom!' - is the slogan of those oppressed by the ongoing and 

violent conflict in Kashmir. Ironically it has also become the chant of millions on the streets of 
India under the banner of Hindu Nationalism. What lies between these two calls for freedom? A 
chasm or a bridge? 

 

In this series of penetrating essays on politics and literature, Arundhati Roy examines this ques-
tion, challenging us to reflect on the meaning of freedom in a world of growing authoritarianism. 
Azadi, she warns, hangs in the balance for us all. 
 

Arundhati Roy is the author of The God of Small Things, which won the Booker Prize in 1997 
and has been translated into more than forty languages, and The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, 
which was long-listed for the Man Booker Prize 2017. Roy has also published several works of 
non-fiction, including The Algebra of Infinite Justice, Listening to Grasshoppers and Broken Re-
public. She lives in Delhi.  

  
 “Arundhati Roy is one of the most confident and original thinkers of our time.” Naomi Klein 

 
UK publisher: Hamish Hamilton, US publisher: Haymarket • September 2020 • UK Editor: Simon Prosser, US 

editor: Anthony Arnove • Material: full manuscript • Agent: David Godwin • Rights sold: Penguin India, Penguin 

Canada, France (Gallimard), Italy (Guanda). 
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OUR BODIES, THEIR BATTLEFIELD:  
WHAT WAR DOES TO WOMEN 

Christina Lamb 
 

Christina Lamb has worked in war and combat zones for over thirty years. In Our Bodies, Their 
Battlefield she gives voice to the women of conflicts, exposing how in today’s warfare, rape is 
used by armies, terrorists and militias as a weapon to humiliate, oppress and carry out ethnic 
cleansing. 
 
Speaking to survivors first-hand, Lamb encounters the suffering and bravery of women in war and 
meets those fighting for justice. From Southeast Asia where ‘comfort women’ were enslaved by 
the Japanese during World War Two and the Rwandan genocide, when an estimated quarter of a 
million women were raped, to the Yazidi women and children of today who witnessed the mass 
murder of their families before being enslaved by ISIS.  
 
Along the way Lamb uncovers incredible stories of heroism and resistance, including the Bosnian 
women who have hunted down more than a hundred war criminals, the Aleppo beekeeper rescuing 
Yazidis and the Congolese doctor who has risked his life to treat more rape victims than anyone 
else on earth. Rape may be as old as war but it is a preventable crime. Bearing witness does not 
guarantee it won’t happen again, but it can take away any excuse that the world simply didn’t 
know. 
 
“Quite literally the most powerful and disturbing book that I have ever read.” Antony Beevor 

“A wake-up call to the magnitude and horrors of rape in war - the word’s most neglected war 
crime. These women’s stories will make you weep and then rage at the world’s indifference.” 
Amal Clooney 
 
UK publisher: William Collins, US publisher Scribner • March 2020 • Editor: Arabella Pike, Publication • Materi-
al: pdf • Agent:  David Godwin • Rights sold: Brazil (Companhia das Letras), Croatia (Profil), France 
(HarperCollins), Germany (Penguin Verlag), Iceland (Ugla Publishing), The Netherlands (Ambo Anthos). Norway 
(Pax), Lithuania (Alma Littera), Sweden (Natur & Kultur) 
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HIMALAYA:  
A HUMAN HISTORY 

Ed Douglas 
 

This is the first major history of the Himalaya: an epic story of peoples, cultures and adventures 

among the world’s highest mountains. Spanning millennia, from its earliest inhabitants to the pre-
sent conflicts over Tibet and Everest, Himalaya is a soaring account of resilience and conquest, 
discovery and plunder, oppression and enlightenment at the ‘roof of the world’. 
 

From all around the globe, the unique and astonishing geography of the Himalaya has attracted 
those in search of spiritual and literal elevation: pilgrims, adventurers and mountaineers seeking to 
test themselves among the world’s most spectacular and challenging peaks. But far from being 
wild and barren, the Himalaya has throughout the ages been home to an astonishing diversity of 
indigenous and local cultures, as well as a crossroads for trade, and a meeting point and conflict 
zone for the world’s superpowers. Here Jesuit missionaries exchanged technologies with Tibetan 
Lamas, Mongol Khans employed Nepali craftsmen, Armenian merchants exchanged musk and 
gold with Mughals. Here too the East India Company grappled for dominance with China’s em-
perors, independent India has been locked in conflict with Mao’s Communists and their succes-
sors, and the ideological confrontation of the Cold War is now being buried beneath mass tourism 
and ecological transformation.  
 
Himalaya is a panoramic, character-driven history on the grandest but also the most human scale, 
by far the most comprehensive yet written, encompassing geology and genetics, botany and art, 
and bursting with stories of courage and resourcefulness.  
 

Ed Douglas is a writer and journalist with a passion for the wilder corners of the natural world. A 

former editor of the Alpine Journal, a columnist for Climber and The Guardian, Ed is an enthusi-

astic amateur climber and mountain traveller, with a particular interest in the Himalaya. 

 
UK publisher: Bodley Head • August 2020 • Editor: Will Hammond • Material: full edited manuscript • Agent: 
David Godwin • Rights sold: Germany (DVA), France (Editions Nevicata) 
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HUB OF THE WORLD:  
HOW MODERN LIFE WAS INVENTED IN  

ANTWERP  
Michael Pye 

 
This is a book about a lost city, even though there’s a city with the same name still standing in the 

same place and still rich: the search for the hidden story of the great port of Antwerp. Before the 
Spanish took it back in 1585 and turned it into the familiar, orderly city of Rubens, Antwerp was 

risky, scandalous and the hub of the whole known world. Trade routes crossed there bringing spice 
and diamonds across the newly opened oceans, silver from America and from Germany, wool 

from England.  
 

Information travelled with the goods, so the city served scholars and doctors and spies. It opened a 
new kind of market for art and for the music that filled the streets. Stories of killer bankers and 
savvy prostitutes that gave it a celebrity reputation akin to nineteenth century Paris or twentieth 

century New York: anything could happen there. And yet, it was one inland port in an empire run 
from Spain, with riches that depended on heretic merchants when the Emperor wanted war on 

heresy. Plague haunted the city, and so did fire. It was a fragile place for such a big story: the shift 
in power from a feudal countryside to a new kind of city. Antwerp had no court, no navy, no army 

but for a time it had power in its own right - the new power of money. 
 

Hub of the World shows what it meant to live that kind of grand historical change day by day, deal 
by deal as Antwerp tried to work out how to be a new kind of city: our kind of city.  

 
Michael Pye’s acclaimed The Edge of the World is an international best-seller about the way the 

modern world was born around the North Sea. This is what happened next. 
 
UK publisher: Allen Lane, Spring 2021 • Editor: Stuart Proffit • Material: full text soon to be delivered •Agent: 
David Godwin •  Rights sold: The Netherlands (De Bezige Bij) 
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THE RETURN OF THE WHITE STORK 
Isabella Tree 

 
 

High in an oak tree in the county of West Sussex, in southeastern England, a pair of free-flying 
white storks hatched three chicks. It was May 6, 2020, a landmark moment: It had been 604 years 
since the previous written record of white storks breeding anywhere in Britain. More than three 
feet tall, with snow-white bodies, black wings spanning seven feet, and long, red legs, white storks 
often nest on roofs in towns and villages across Europe, where they’re much loved.  
  
No-one knows why the storks disappeared from England, but in 2016, the White Stork Project 
chose Knepp as its starter site. Knepp’s biodiverse land and open-grown trees for nesting are per-
fect habitat for storks, which coincidentally, were named after the village of Storrington, just nine 
miles from Knepp. 

  
This book will be a joyful story of the storks’ return to Britain - a beacon of hope amidst a slew of 
depressing news about biodiversity loss. Seeing these great birds wheeling on thermals in our 
skies, prodding ploughed furrows with their huge beaks for earthworms, shows what can be done 
if we have the will and imagination to welcome long-lost species into our world again.  
 
Isabella Tree is an award-winning author, travel writer, and manager of the Knepp Wildland Pro-
ject, together with her husband Charlie. She is the author of several books, including The Living 
Goddess , The Bird Man and the bestselling Wilding . 

 
 
UK publisher: Picador Spring 2021 • Editor: Ravi Mirchandani • Material: proposal • Delivery: Feb 2022  •  
Agent: David Godwin  
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PATCHWORK: A LIFE AMONGST CLOTHES 
Claire Wilcox 

 
 

Claire Wilcox has been a curator of fashion at the Victoria and Albert Museum for most of her 
working life. In Patch Work, she steps into the archive of memory, deftly stitching together her 
dedicated study of fashion with the story of her own life lived in and through clothes. From her 
mother's black wedding suit to the swirling patterns of her own silk kimono, her memoir unfolds 
in spare, luminous prose the spellbinding power of the things we wear. 
 
In a series of intimate and compelling close-ups, Wilcox tugs on the threads that make up the fab-
ric of our lives: a cardigan worn by a child, a mother's button box, the draping of a curtain, a pair 
of cycling shorts, a roll of lace, a pin hidden in a seam. Through the eye of a curator, we see how 
the stories and the secrets of clothes measure out the passage of time, our gains and losses, and the 
way we use them to unravel and write our histories. 
  
'I am overwhelmed by this book. It is an absolute masterpiece. A book of such beauty and profun-
dity, of such poetry in its emotion and observation ... I found my sense of life transformed by her 
writing as I often find it transformed after the exhibition of a great artist' Laura Cumming  

 
 

Claire Wilcox has been Senior Curator of Fashion at the V&A since 2004, where she has curated 
exhibitions including Radical Fashion, Vivienne Westwood, The Art and Craft of Gianni Versace, 
The Golden Age of Couture: Paris and London 1947-1957, Alexander McQueen: Savage Beauty, 
and Frida Kahlo: Making Her Self Up, and is Professor in Fashion Curation at the London College 
of Fashion. She instigated Fashion in Motion (live catwalk events in the Museum) in 1999. She is 
on the editorial board of Fashion Theory: The Journal of Dress, Body and Culture. She lives in 
London. 

 
 
UK publisher: Bloomsbury • 12th November 2020 • Editor: Alexandra Pringle • Material: Full edited text •  Agent: 
David Godwin  
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