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FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
Publisher: Chatto & Windus 
 
Editor: Clara Farmer 
 
Publication: September 2020 
 
Page extent: 384 
 
Rights Sold: 
Dutch (De Geus) 
French (Lattes) 
German (Suhrkamp) 
Hungarian (XXI Szazad) 
Italian (Einaudi) 
Romanian (Humanitas) 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
The English Agency 

ISLANDS OF MERCY 

Rose Tremain 
 
Praise for The Gustav Sonata: 
 
‘Beautifully rendered, and magnificent in its scope. It glows 
with mastery.’ Ian McEwan  
 

‘A work of extreme and painful beauty, the story of one 
profound love amid many failed relationships, and of the 
conflict between passion and self-control. Rose Tremain is one 
of the very finest British novelists.’ Salman Rushdie  

 
She was ‘The Angel of the Baths’, the one woman whose 
touch everybody yearned for. Yet she would do more. She was 
certain of that.  
 

In the city of Bath, in the year 1865, an extraordinary young 
woman renowned for her nursing skills is convinced that 
some other destiny will one day show itself to her. But when 
she finds herself torn between a dangerous affair with a female 

lover and the promise of a conventional marriage to an 
apparently respectable doctor, her desires begin to lead her 
towards a future she had never imagined. 
  

Meanwhile, on the wild island of Borneo, an eccentric British 
‘rajah’, Sir Ralph Savage, overflowing with philanthropy but 
compromised by his passions, sees his schemes relentlessly 
undermined by his own fragility, by man’s innate greed and 
by the invasive power of the forest itself. 

 
Jane’s quest for an altered life and Sir Ralph’s endeavours 
become locked together as the story journeys across the globe 
– from the confines of an English tearoom to the rainforests 

of a tropical island via the slums of Dublin and the 
transgressive fancy-dress boutiques of Paris. 
 
Islands of Mercy is a novel that ignites the senses, and is a 

bold exploration of the human urge to seek places of 
sanctuary in a pitiless world. 

Rose Tremain CBE was one of only five women to be selected 
for Granta’s original 20 ‘Best of Young British Novelists’ in 1983.  
Since then, her novels and short stories have been published in 27 
countries and won many prizes, including the Whitbread Award, 
the Prix Femina in France and the 2008 Orange Prize for Fiction.  
Her fourteenth novel, The Gustav Sonata, was published to wide 
acclaim in 2016.  It won the National Jewish Book Award for 
Fiction in the United States and the UK South Bank Sky Arts 
Award for Literature.  
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FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK publisher: Faber 
 
UK editor: Kate Burton 
 
US publisher: FSG 
 
US editor: Jonathan Galassi 
 
UK Publication: September 2019 
 
US Publication: October 2019 
 
Page Extent: 240 
 
Rights sold: 
Catalan (Edicions 62) 
Dutch (De Bezige Bij) 
French (Sabine Wespieser) 
German (Hoffmann und Campe) 
Greek (Klidarithmos) 
Icelandic (Hringaná) 
Italian (Einaudi) 
Portuguese, Portugal (Cavalo de 
Ferro) 
Spanish (Lumen) 
Swedish (Natur oc Kultur) 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
Tuttle-Mori 
 
 

GIRL 

Edna O’Brien 
 

 THE SUNDAY TIMES BESTSELLER 
 

LONGLISTED FOR THE WOMEN’S PRIZE FOR FICTION 
2020 

 
Recipient of the Pen America/Nabokov Award for Achievement in 
International Literature, the Irish Pen Lifetime Achievement Award, 
the American National Arts Gold Medal, the Ulysses Medal, the Prix 
Femina Special and most recently the David Cohen prize for 
Literature. 
 
‘The most gifted woman now writing in English.’ Philip Roth 
 
‘The rhythm of Girl is intermittent and fearsomely strong…
O’Brien’s understanding of, and sympathy for, girls in trouble 
transcends culture—the place she’s made for them in her fiction is 
practically a country of its own.’ Terrence Rafferty, The Atlantic  
 
‘By an extraordinary act of imagination we are transported into the 
inner world of a girl who, after brutal abuse, escapes and with 
dogged persistence begins to rebuild her life. Girl is a courageous 
book about a courageous spirit.’ J.M. Coetzee  
 
‘Mesmerising ... [O'Brien] has set herself one of the greatest 
challenges a writer can face: to plumb the darkest depths of the 
human soul. She has triumphantly succeeded. Hypnotic, lyrical and 
pulsating with dark energy, Girl is a masterful study of human evil.’ 
The Sunday Times  

 
Captured, abducted and married into Boko Haram, the narrator 
of this story witnesses and suffers the horrors of a community of 
men governed by a brutal code of violence. Barely more than a 
girl herself, she must soon learn how to survive as a woman with 
a child of her own. Just as the world around her seems entirely 
consumed by madness, bound for hell, she is offered an escape of 
sorts - but only into another landscape of trials and terrors amidst 
the unforgiving wilds of northeastern Nigeria, through the forest 
and beyond; a place where her traumas are met with the 
blinkered judgement of a society in denial. 

How do we love in a world that has lost its moorings? How can 
we comprehend the barbarism of our enemies, and learn 
forgiveness for atrocities committed in the name of 
ideology? Edna O'Brien's new novel pierces to the heart of these 
questions: and the result is her masterpiece. 

Since her debut novel The Country Girls, Edna O'Brien DBE 
has written over twenty works of fiction along with biographies 
of James Joyce and Lord Byron. Born and raised in the west of 

Ireland, she has lived in London for many years.  
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FICTION 

Agent: Lisette Verhagen  
 
Publisher: Shueisha (Japan) 
November 2019 
 
Page extent: 212 
 
Material available:  
Japanese pdf, 
English sample 
 
 

TRINITY, TRINITY, TRINITY 

Erika Kobayashi 
 
‘One of the must-read novels of the year.’ Madame Figaro 
Japan 
 
‘A beautiful and terrifying story about the dangers of the 
invisible.’  Dayle More 
 
 ‘One of the books the world should know of is Erika 
Kobayashi’s Trinity, Trinity, Trinity. A literary thriller 
about the Tokyo Olympics and the dangers of radiation 
contamination.’ Shukan Dokushojin web 
 
 
Tokyo, 2020. Ever since the Fukushima nuclear disaster of 
2011 increasing numbers of senior citizens display 
symptoms of a mysterious condition known as ‘Trinity’.  
They behave oddly, instigate bizarre incidents and carry 
around radioactive black rocks. When the narrator’s 
mother disappears from hospital during the torch relay on 
the eve of the Tokyo Olympics, the narrator suspects her 
mother is being involved in a terrorist attack by so-called 
Trinity geriatrics to disrupt the Olympics. She sets out in 
desperate pursuit, with the chase leading to the Olympic 
stadium. Along the way she uncovers family secrets and 
finds unexpected connections between the Olympics and 
Japan’s history of atomic power. 
 
This multi-layered literary thriller shows how deeply 

Japan’s history of nuclear power is rooted in modern life. It 

explores the dangers of the unseen, and how something so 

invisible as radiation can control modern Japan.   

Erika Kobayashi is a novelist and visual artist based in 

Tokyo. In both her visual art as in her writing, she explores 

the effects of the country’s history of nuclear power and 

radiation on modern Japan. Her novel Breakfast with 
Madame Curie, published in 2014 by Shueisha, was 

shortlisted for both the Mishima and Akutagawa Prizes. 

Trinity, Trinity Trinity is her third novel.  

6 



 

 

FICTION 

Agent: Lisette Verhagen  
 
Publisher: Shueisha (Japan)
2017 
 
Material available:  
Full Japanese text, 
Extensive English sample 
translation 
 
 
 

SUNRISE: 

Stories on Radiation 
Erika Kobayashi 

 
In Tokyo a woman is born exactly three days after the 
Hiroshima bombing. She looks into the light of the sun. 
During her childhood the Unites States are testing bombs 
in the Pacific Ocean. Atomic first and then hydrogen. Later 
Japan produces its first nuclear-generated electricity. 
Students are protesting over the US-Japan Security Treaty. 
Nuclear plants spring up all over Japan. Towards the end of 
her life, the Fukushima Dai-ichi Nuclear Power Plant 
explodes in a blast of light. Not long after the disaster her 
youngest daughter becomes a mother. A baby will emerge 
from her belly. It slowly opens its eyes; it will look into the 
light of the sun. 
 
This beautiful and often unsettling collection of stories by 

novelist Erika Kobayashi connects post-Fukushima Japan, 

(in March 2021 exactly ten years ago) to the broader history 

of the discovery of electricity and radiation in the most 

extraordinary way.  

Erika Kobayashi is a novelist and visual artist based in Tokyo. 
Radiation plays an important role in most of her work, 
exploring Japan’s history of nuclear power and radiation and 
how it influences daily life, especially the lives of women: 
mothers, sisters and daughters. Through her writing she 
wants to make the invisible dangers of radiation visible, the 
unseen seen.  
 
Her novel Breakfast with Madame Curie, published in 2014 
by Shueisha, was shortlisted for both the Mishima and the 
Akutagawa Prize. Her third and latest novel, the literary 
thriller Trinity, Trinity, Trinity about a terrorist attack on 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, was published by Shueshia in 
November 2019, to much acclaim.  
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FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK publisher: Bloomsbury 
 
UK editor: Michael Fishwick 
 
US publisher: Bloomsbury 
 
US editor: Grace McNamee 
 
Publication: September 2019 
 
Page extent: 368 
 
Rights sold: 
Italian (Neri Pozza) 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
The English Agency 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS IS HAPPINESS 

Niall Williams 
 

NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE 
WASHINGTON POST 

 
‘The pleasure of this novel lies in its eye for detail… Williams is 

excellent on churchgoing, amateur dramatics, parking, the cinema.’ 

Barney Norris, The Guardian 

‘Williams has the eye of a poet and the raconteur’s knack for finding 
a tale in the most unpromising nook of everyday life.’ The Daily 
Mail 
 
‘Comic and poignant in equal measure.’ The New Yorker 
 
‘One often delightful, rural rhapsody.’ Wall Street Journal 
 
The most enchanting novel you'll read this year, from the acclaimed 
author of Man Booker-longlisted History of the Rain. 

Change is coming to Faha, a small Irish parish unaltered in a 
thousand years. 

For one thing, the rain is stopping. Nobody remembers when it 
started; rain on the western seaboard is a condition of living. But 
now - just as Father Coffey proclaims the coming of the electricity 
- the rain clouds are lifting. Seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe is 
idling in the unexpected sunshine when Christy makes his first 
entrance into Faha, bringing secrets for which he needs to atone. 
Though he can't explain it, Noel knows right then: something has 
changed. 

As the people of Faha anticipate the endlessly procrastinated advent 
of the electricity, and Noel navigates his own coming-of-age and 
his fallings in and out of love, Christy's past gradually comes to 
light, casting a new glow on a small world. 

Harking back to a simpler time, This Is Happiness is a tender 
portrait of a community - its idiosyncrasies and traditions, its 
paradoxes and kindnesses, its failures and triumphs - and a coming-
of-age tale like no other. Luminous and lyrical, yet anchored by 
roots running deep into the earthy and everyday, it is about the 
power of stories: their invisible currents that run through all we do, 
writing and rewriting us, and the transforming light that they throw 
onto our world. 

Niall Williams was born in Dublin in 1958. He is the author of 
eight novels including John and Four Letters of Love. Niall lives 
in Kiltumper in County Clare, with his wife, Christine. Niall has 
now finished writing the screenplay for his novel Four Letters of 
Love, which is being produced by Element Pictures, and is due to 
go into production with Mark Rylance attached to star.  
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FICTION 

Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman 
 
Publisher: Atlantic 
 
Editor: Kate Ballard 
 
Publication: April 2020 
 
Page extent: 432 
 
Rights sold:  
Italian (Mondadori) 
TV (Freemantle Media) 
 
Previous titles: 
Non è niente   
La fine dell’amore   
I Supereroi   
Corpo Libero   
Domenica  
Faremo Foresta 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
Japan Uni 
 
 
 
 

THE PORTRAIT 

Ilaria Bernardini 
 
TV rights sold to Fremantle Media  

 
NOMINATED FOR THE STREGA PRIZE IN ITALY 

 
'A stunning "pas de deux" that is enchanting, thrilling and 

incredibly moving.' Marie Claire Italia  
 
‘The light of The Portrait is perfectly dim at the beginning and 
slowly, page after page, becomes bright and illuminates 

powerfully, to the point of blinding us.’ Malcom Pagani, Vanity 
Fair Italia 
 
The Portrait is the moving and wryly funny story of a lover, a 
wife and the man they have in common. After 30 years of 

secretly overlapping lives, the two women find themselves 
united under the same roof for the first time. 
 
An internationally renowned writer, Valeria Costas has 

dedicated her life to her work and to her secret lover, Martìn 
Acla, a prominent businessman. When his sudden stroke 
makes headlines, her world implodes; the idea of losing him is 
terrifying. Desperate to find a way to be present during her 

lover's final days, Valeria commissions his artist wife, Isla, to 
paint her portrait - insinuating herself into Martìn's family 
home and life. 
 
In the grand, chaotic London mansion where the man they 

share - husband, father, lover - lies in a coma, Valeria and Isla 
remain poised on the brink, transfixed by one another. Day 
after day, the two women talk to each other during the 
sittings, revealing truths, fragilities and strengths. But does Isla 

know of the writer's long involvement with Martìn? Or that 
her husband had chosen Valeria for the years ahead? Amidst 
their own private turmoil, the stories of their lives are 
exchanged - and as the portrait takes shape, we watch these 

complex and extraordinary women struggle while the love of 
their lives departs, in an unforgettable, breathless tale of 
deception and mystery that captivates until the very end. 

Ilaria Bernardini was born in Milan. She is a scriptwriter and 
has written for Ciak, Tutto Musica, Linus, Rolling Stone, 
Vanity Fair and GQ. In Italian, Ilaria has published five 
novels, two short-story collections and a graphic novel; her 
2011 novel Corpo Libero is in pre-production with award 
winning director Giseppe Capotondi officially attached to 
the project. The Portrait is her first novel written in English.  
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NON-FICTION 

Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman  
 
Publisher: Rizzoli (Italy) 
 
Publication: February 2020 
 
Page Extent: 352 

 
Material Available: 

Italian Full Text 
English Sample 

 

 

 

MALALAI 
Ortensia Visconti 
 
“Visconti writes like a blaze. This book is timely, urgent 
reading for Europe, written in gentle but bracing prose” 
Fatima Bhutto 
 
With Malalai, Ortensia Visconti manages to touch, and show 
us readers, those “other” worlds of Afghanistan, of 
immigration and of the sea.” Hector Abad Faciolince  
 

Malalai is a potent novel of a daughter in search of her own 
mother. The journey will bring her all the way to Rome, 
where she’ll find secure shelter.  
 
A 16 year old, inquisitive, and brave young woman named 
Malalai longs to discover the truth about her mother’s 
mysterious death. Malalai bears the name of the Afghan 
national heroine of the Nineteenth Century who rebelled 
against the British invaders. And like that woman, possesses 
the same uncompromising spirit. 
 
Deeply attached to her father and the memory of a mother 
she has never known but whose life she obsessively attempts 
to reconstruct, Malalai must leave her country, a land 
shattered by foreign occupation and violence of never-
ending wars.  
 
Malalai embarks on an irreversible journey through the 
opium trail that brings her to Italy. There she realises it is 
possible to survive in an unknown world, and that there is 
not always hostility between human beings, but there can 
also be empathy and kindness: compassionate connections. 
Without barriers.  
 
With dry and sharp style infused with wise reflections, 
Ortensia Visconti tells the story of a deep bond between 
father and daughter; of nostalgia for a never known maternal 
love, of forbidden loves, paying tribute to Afghanistan and its 
brave but defeated women. She does this with huge respect 
and great devotion to a civilisation whose essence and beauty 
she has vividly captured. 

Ortensia Visconti worked in photography, cinema, journalism and film. 

After studying at the Sorbonne and at the London School of 

Photojournalism, she collaborated for over a decade with The Washington 
Post, La Repubblica and Il Messaggero, working as a war correspondent 

from Algeria, Palestine, Iraq and Afghanistan.  



 

 

FICTION 

Agent: Lisette Verhagen  
 
Publisher: Atlas Contact 
(The Netherlands)  
 
Publication: June 2017 
 
Page extent: 175 
 
Rights sold: 
Rue Echiquier (France)  
 
Material:  
Dutch pdf, 
Full  French translation, 
English translation sample 
 
 

THE OPPOSITE OF A PERSON 

Lieke Marsman 
 
‘For such a young writer, Marsman is a strong and 
consistent stylist. Her sentences are so clearly her 
own. Her readiness to experiment with form makes 
this an audacious novel, distinct from the work of 
many of her contemporaries. Ample proof that 
Marsman is more than a gifted poet.’ Het Parool  

‘A surprisingly playful novel, ideologically 
committed, an edifice of ideas both pessimistic and 
optimistic. Every page is engaging and the tone is 
remarkably consistent despite the abundance of 
stylistic variation. In addition to all this it manages 
to remain a highly topical novel.’ Joost de Vries, De 
Groene Amsterdammer 

 
Ida, 29, wants to become a climatologist. She 
obtains an internship in an Italian research institute 
tasked with the demolishing of a dam in the Alps. 
This mission forces her to leave her country and 
her girlfriend Robin behind. During her time 
away, Ida reflects on love and global warming. 
What she really wants to know is why we care so 
little about the world we live in. Blurring the lines 
of fiction, essay and poetry, The Opposite of a 
Person is a bold inspiring debut novel that explores 
the problems of climate change without ever being 
pessimistic or cynical.  

Lieke Marsman was born in 1990 and considered one of the 
greatest new voices in Dutch literature. She published her 
first poetry volume (Things That I Tell Myself ) in 2010 
when she was only twenty years old, and promptly won 
three poetry prizes. In 2018 Lieke was diagnosed with bone 
cancer. In the months following the diagnosis she wrote The 
Following Scan Will Last Five Minutes, which was 
translated into English by poet Sophie Collins. The 
Opposite of a Person is her first novel and was shortlisted for 
the ECI Literature Prize.  
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FICTION 

Agent: Elizabeth 
Sheinkman 
 
US publisher: FSG 
 
US editor: Jenna Johnson 
 
Publication: April 2020 
 
Page Extent: 224 
 
Japanese sub-agent:  
Tuttle-Mori 

ST. IVO 
Joanna Hershon 

 
A Most Anticipated Book of 2020 at The Millions 

  
‘Hershon exposes the tensions that inevitably form in long 
relationships and which grow ever larger until somebody finally 
admits them out loud.’ Idra Novey, author of Those Who Knew 

‘Joanna Hershon’s descriptive powers are vivid and cinematic...St. 
Ivo has the eerie quality of a fairy tale.’ Nell Freudenberger  
author of The Newlyweds and Lost and Wanted 

‘In clear, compassionate prose, Hershon conjures characters 
readers may initially assume they know and then gently and 
gradually subverts those assumptions, revealing the emotions and 
difficulties with which these nuanced characters are grappling.’ 
Kirkus, starred review.  

Over the course of a weekend, two couples reckon with 
the long-hidden secrets that have shaped their families, in a 
charged, poignant novel of motherhood and friendship. 

It’s the end of summer when we meet Sarah and despite the 
years that have passed since she last saw her daughter, she is 
still very much in the middle of figuring out what 
happened to Leda, what role she played, and how she will 
let that loss affect the rest of her life. 

Enter a mysterious stranger on a train, an older man taking 
the subway to Brooklyn who sees right into her. Then a 
mugging, her phone stolen, and with it any last connection 
to Leda. And then an invitation, friends from the past and a 
weekend in the country with their new, unexpected baby. 

Over the course of three hot September days, the two 
couples try to reconnect. Events that have been set in 
motion, circumstances and feelings kept hidden, rise to the 
surface, forcing each to ask not just how they ended up 
where they are, but how they ended up who they are. 

Unwinding like a suspense novel, Joanna Hershon’s St. 
Ivo is a powerful investigation into the meaning of choice 
and family, whether we ever know the people closest to us, 
and how, when someone goes missing from our lives, we 
can ever let them go. 

Joanna Hershon is the author of five novels. Her writing has 
appeared in Granta, The New York Times, One Story, and 
the literary anthologies Brooklyn Was Mine and Freud’s Blind 
Spot, and was shortlisted for the 2007 O. Henry Prize Stories. 
She’s an adjunct assistant professor in the Creative Writing 
department at Columbia University and lives in Brooklyn.  
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FICTION 

Agent: Lisette Verhagen  
 
Publisher: Buchet Chatel 
(France) 
 January, 2017 
 
Page extent: 160 
 
Rights sold: 
German (Pearlbook Edition)  
Italian (Edizioni Clichy) 
 
Material available:  
French pdf, 
English sample 
 
 

OUT OF THE SKY 

Violaine Berot 
 

Awarded the French Voices Award 
 
‘Violaine Berot delivered an extraordinary novel on 
pregnancy denial. A real work of craftmanship’. L’Est 
Republicain  

 
A baby girl is born to Baptiste and Marion, a young 
couple who live on a remote goat farm in a French 
mountain village. Their baby arrives literally out of 
the blue: neither of them had any idea Marion was 
pregnant, neither of them wanted children. It is 
Dédé, the mountain farmer, with his intuitive 
understanding of animals who is able to 
communicate with Marion, who’s in shock, while 
the villagers rally to provide for the needs of the 
baby and welcome her into the world.  
 
Narrated in seven voices over four days, this short 

literary novel shows the effect of an unforeseen 

birth on those involved. Out of the Sky explores if 

the maternal instinct is innate and whether there is 

such a thing as the paternal drive. It’s an exquisite 

novel about motherhood and celebrates the value 

of a life lived in harmony with nature.  

 

Violaine Berot is A French novelist, based in the 
French Pyrenees where she lives among the livestock 
farming community, helping the local farmers with 
birthing and milking. Out of The Sky is her ninth 
novel.  
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FICTION 

LEN DEIGHTON 
  
World famous master of the spy novel and author of The Ipcress 
File.  
  

‘The poet of the spy novel.’ The Sunday Times 
  
‘The coolest, funkiest, most sophisticated things we'd ever 

read.’ Max Hastings  
  
‘Sharp, witty and sour, like Raymond Chandler adapted to 

British gloom and the multiple betrayals of the private spy.’ 
The Observer  
  

Along with Ian Fleming and John Le Carre, Len Deighton is 
considered to be one of the greatest spy novelists of all time. 
His internationally bestselling novels broke the mould of 

thriller writing and have become modern classics; as 
compelling, relevant and suspenseful now as when they were 

first published.   

Len Deighton’s most famous novels include: 

-The Ipcress File and Funeral in Berlin: adapted into the genre-
defining Harry Palmer films that launched the career of Sir 
Michael Caine. 

-Bomber : the classic World War Two novel about a single 

bombing raid over Germany. 

- The Bernard Samson trilogies: including Berlin Game, 
Mexico Set and London Match; an epic sequence of 10 novels. 

- SS-GB:  alternative history in which the Nazis successfully 
conquered Britain in World War Two; adapted by the BBC 

into a television series staring Sam Riley in 2017.  

Alongside his fearless thrillers, Len Deighton is also an 
accomplished military historian, cookery writer and graphic 
artist. 
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Agent: Tim Bates 
 
Fiction Titles: 26 
 
Non-Fiction Titles: 16 
 
Film Adaptations:  6 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FICTION 

Agent: Adam Gauntlett 
 
Publisher: Bonnier 
 
Editor: Ben Willis  
 
Publication: January 2020 
 
Page extent: 368 
 
Previous publishers: 
Czech Republic (Jota) 
Denmark (Phoenix) 
France (Fleuve Noir) 
Greece (Kedros) 
Israel (Penn) 
Italy (Baldini  & Castoldi) 
Japan (Hayakawa) 
Poland (Marginesy) 
Spain (HarperCollins Iberica) 
 
Previous titles: 
Stasi Child 
Stasi Wolf 
A Darker State 

 
Japanese sub-agent: 
The English Agency 

 
 

STASI WINTER 

David Young 
 
Praise for David Young: 
 
‘Excellect.’ The Times 
 
‘'Masterful.' Daily Express  
 
'Up there with Martin Cruz Smith and the other greats of 
the field.' Abir Mukherjee  

 
In East Germany, solving a murder can get you killed... 
 
A gripping and intelligent thriller set in East Germany, 
during the worst winter in one-hundred years. Perfect for 
fans of Tom Rob Smith, Phillip Kerr and Joseph Kanon. 
 
In 1978 East Germany, nothing is at it seems. The state's 
power is absolute, history is re-written, and the 'truth' is 
whatever the Stasi say it is. 
 
So when a woman's murder is officially labelled 'accidental 
death', Major Karin Müller of the People's Police is faced 
with a dilemma. To solve the crime, she must disregard the 
official version of events. But defying the Stasi means 
putting her own life - and the lives of her young family - in 
danger. 
 
As the worst winter in living memory holds Germany in its 
freeze, Müller must untangle a web of state secrets and 
make a choice: between truth and lies, justice and injustice, 
and, ultimately, life and death. 
 
Stunningly authentic and brimming with moral 
ambiguity, Stasi Winter is the thrilling new novel from the 
award-winning author of Stasi Child.  
 

David Young was born in Hull and educated in York and 
Bristol. Before becoming a full-time author he was a local 
news reporter and then an editor in the BBC World TV and 
radio newsrooms. He is a graduate of the City University 
MA Crime Writing course. His debut novel, Stasi Child, a 
labyrinthine Cold War-era thriller and the first in the Karin 
Müller series, won the 2016 CWA Endeavour Historical 
Dagger. 
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FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
US publisher: 
HarperCollins US 
 
US editor: Sara Nelson 
 
Publication: June 2020 
 
Page extent: 272 pages 
 
Rights sold: 
French (Lattes) 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
Tuttle-Mori 

YOU CAN GO HOME NOW 
Michael Elias 
 
‘Elias has masterfully written a moving and terrifying story that 
feels so potent and current, I can't believe something like this 
hasn't shown up in the news yet.’ Jessica Anya Blau, author 
of The Trouble with Lexie 
 
‘Fascinating characters and a deep dive into the gruesomeness 
of domestic violence infuse this page-turner throughout and 
there's a twist at the end you'll never see coming!’ Ellen 

LaCorte, author of The Perfect Fraud 
 
‘This is a compelling thriller that has the rarest of qualities:’ 
Steve Martin, New York Times bestselling author of Born 
Standing Up: A Comic's Life and An Object of Beauty  
 
In this smart, relevant, unputdownable psychological thriller, a 
woman cop is on the hunt for a killer while battling violent 
secrets of her own. 

 
“My name is Nina Karim. I am a single thirty-one-year-old 
woman who likes cats, Ryan Reynolds movies, beautiful 
sunsets, walking on a wintry beach holding hands with a tall, 
caring, lightly bearded third-wave feminist. Yeah, right.” 
 
Nina is a tough Queens detective with a series of cold case 
homicides on her desk – men whose widows had the same 

alibi: they were living in Artemis, a battered women’s shelter, 
when their husbands were killed. 
 
Nina goes undercover into Artemis. Though she is playing 

the victim, she’s anything but. Nina knows about violence 
and the bullies who rely on it because she’s experienced it in 
her own life. 
 
In this heart-pounding thriller Nina confronts the violence of 

her own past in Artemis where she finds solidarity with a 
community of women who deal with abusive and lethal men 
in their own way. 
 

For the women living in Artemis there is no absolute moral 

compass, there is the law and there is survival.  And, for 
Nina, who became a cop so she could find the man who 
murdered her father, there is only revenge.  

Michael Elias is a screenwriter and novelist. His credits 
include The Jerk, Lush Life and the novel The Last 
Conquistador. He lives in Paris and Los Angeles.  
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FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK publisher: Macmillan 
 
UK editor: Sam Humphreys 
 
US publisher: Henry Holt 
 
US editor: Barbara Jones 

 
UK publication: January 2020 
 
US publication: March 2020 
 
Page Extent: 320 
 
Rights sold: 
TV/film (Bad Wolf) 
Italian (Mondadori Piemme) 
 
Other titles include: 
The Strangest Family 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
The English Agency 

 

 

 

THE OTHER BENNET SISTER 

Janice Hadlow 
 

A STYLIST MAGAZINE “BEST NEW BOOK FOR 2020” 

 
‘Janice Hadlow has dusted down Mary, the ugly Bennet sister, and 

fashioned her into a heroine that even Miss Austen would approve of. A 

treat’ Daisy Goodwin, author of Victoria 
 
‘In The Other Bennet Sister, Hadlow builds an immersive and engaging 

new version of a familiar world; her approach feels at once true to the 

source material and to life.’ Guardian  
 
‘This gorgeous book pays homage to Pride and Prejudice – and follows 

Mary Bennet, the overlooked middle Bennet sister. It’s a wonderfully 

warm, comforting read – perfect on a winter’s night.’ The Sun  

 
TV rights optioned by Bad Wolf 

 
All of us who love Pride and Prejudice sometimes wonder what 

happened to our favourite characters after the novel has finished. Jane 

Austen shared that curiosity, and her letters show that she often mused 

on the later lives of Jane and Elizabeth Bennet after they were happily 

married.  

 

But what of the other Bennet daughters?  

 

The fate of the middle sister, Mary, is by far the bleakest of the 

sisterhood.  There will be no marriage for her. Once the other Bennet 

girls have left home, the awkward, blundering, bookish Mary is left 

alone with her ageing parents. Hers was a situation shared by very 

many women who failed to find husbands. Obliged to act as carers and 

helpmeets, they were forever stuck in the dependent role of daughters, 

never able to graduate to the maturity and self-determination enjoyed 

by wives and mothers. 

 
But what if Mary’s afterlife took a very different path from that laid out 

for her at the close of Pride and Prejudice? What if the most despised 

of the Bennet girls had a future of a kind never permitted her by 

Austen? 

 

The Other Bennet Sister imagines what that story might be, exploring 

how the ugly duckling of the Bennet sisterhood is gradually 

transformed into a very particular kind of swan. 

Janice Hadlow has previously worked for the House of 
Commons, but later became a television producer at the BBC. 
There, and later at Channel Four, she played an important role 

in popularising history on tv, making a number of highly 
regarded series. She is the recipient of a number of awards, and 
is a Fellow of the Royal Television Society, as well as of 
King’s College, University of London. She left the BBC in 

2016 and is now a full-time writer.  
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Agent: Nelle Andrew  
 
UK publisher: Quercus  
 
UK editor: Emma Capron  
 
US publisher: St. Martin’s 
Press  
 
US editor: Sarah Cantin  
 
Publication: Spring 2021  
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
Tuttle-Mori 

 
 

MADAM  

Phoebe Wynne  
 
A mesmeric brooding novel with a feminist punch, 
portrayed through the evocative setting of an all girls 
boarding school named Caldonbrae Hall Britain 1992: 
the country is at the start of a decade characterised by the 
rise of multiculturism and burgeoning societal change. 
For 150 years, above the Scottish cliffs, Caldonbrae Hall 
has sat as a beacon of excellence in the ancestral castle of 
Lord William Hope. A boarding school for girls, it 
promises a future where its pupils will emerge “resilient 
and ready to serve society.”  
 
Into its illustrious midst steps Rose Christie, a 26 year old 
Classics teacher, their new head of department and the 
first new hire for the school in over a decade. At first 
Rose is overwhelmed to be welcomed into this 
institution whose prestige in the country is unrivalled. 
But soon Rose discovers that behind the school’s 
traditions, lies an iron will and culture she struggles to 
reconcile with her modernist beliefs. 
 
Soon she becomes the target for a menacing student, 
Bethany who makes it her mission to torture Rose. Rose 
is forced to discover why and in doing so stumbles across 
the secret circumstances surrounding the abrupt 
departure of her predecessor: a woman whose ghost 
lingers over everything, and who no one will discuss – 
except Bethany, to whom she was unnaturally attached.  
 
But when horror strikes, Rose finds she must discover 
the truth of her predecessor and so uncovers the darkness 
that beats at the heart of Caldonbrae, revealing the true 
extent of its nefarious purpose.  

Following her degree in Classics, Phoebe trained as a 
teacher towards an MA in Education from King’s College 
before teaching for eight rewarding years in secondary 
schools within the UK and Paris. With a French mother 
and an Irish father, she has a colourful outlook and 
philosophy and decided to give up the classroom to focus 
on writing. Phoebe then attended writing courses in 
London (Faber Academy, Central St Martins) and Los 
Angeles. One of her short stories, ‘Photographs’ won an 
Honourable Mention with Glimmer Train Press in the US 
in 2018. Madam is her debut novel. 

18 



 

 

FICTION 

Agent: Kate Evans 
 
On submission after LBF 2020 
 
Previous Titles: 
Nobody’s Wife 
Missing Pieces 
I Wanted You to Know 

 

 

THE BEFORELIFE 

Laura Pearson 
 

'Laura Pearson is one of our most gifted writers.' Clare 
Empson, author of Him 
 
First comes love. Then comes marriage. Then comes baby in 
the baby carriage… right? 
  
Not quite. There’s also The Beforelife. Where Almosts, all 
the potential children a woman may have- if only she 
happens to be with the right man at the right time- watch 
on.  
  
Eliza and Lucy are Becca Valentines’ Almosts. With 
different fathers and the same timeline they can’t both have 
a happy ending.  
  
When Becca and Anthony meet and spend one perfect 
night together it seems the path is set. But then she meets 
Ryan, and things get a little more complex.  
  
The Almosts watch as Becca navigates hope, heartbreak, 
disappointment, and motherhood, all the while making 
choices that could determine who gets a chance at life.  
 
A luminous, moving novel about life, love, and sacrifice, 
Laura Pearson’s The Beforelife is a brilliantly realised 
portrait of the extraordinary consequences of ordinary 
decisions. 
 
 

Laura Pearson has an MA in Creative Writing from the 
University of Chichester. She spent a decade living in 

London and working as a copywriter and editor for 
QVC,   Expedia, EE, and The Ministry of Justice. She 
lives in Leicestershire, where she writes novels, blogs 

about her experience of breast cancer runs The 
Motherload Book Club. 
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Agent: Nelle Andrews  
 
US publisher: HarperCollins  
 
Canadian Publisher: 
HarperCollins  
 
US editor: Erin Wicks 
 
Canadian editor: Jennifer 
Lambert 
 
Publication: November 2020 
 
Rights Sold:  
Spainish (Roca)  

THE HISTORIANS  

Cecilia Eckback  
 

Praise for Wolf Winter: 'Exquisitely suspenseful, beautifully 
written, and highly recommended.' Lee Child  

 
Sweden 1943: Laura, a once promising and brilliant history 
student, is now working for the Swedish government. She is 
still haunted by the events at university where she and a group 
of friends were under the thrall of an enigmatic professor; a 
thrall which revealed things about themselves they wish they 

never knew. Now she only speaks to one of her friends from 
that time, Britta – a magnetic PhD student whose strength and 
charisma, Laura always admired. But one day when they meet 
after a long period apart, Britta is far from the confident young 

woman she has always been; instead she is anxious, even afraid.  
 
And then weeks later, she is found brutally tortured and 
murdered. Laura is devastated and vows to discover what 

happened, but the war is raging and Swedish politics is in a 
delicate balance – a balance which Britta's death may be the 
key to undoing.  
 
Meanwhile, Jens, is a promising government official is trying 

to navigate the uneasy alliance between Sweden and Germany 
at the turning point of the war. One day he receives a strange 
PhD thesis on race and eugenics from a history student – 
Britta. At first he dismisses it, but strange occurrences are 

happening the corridors of power, occurrences that will lead 
him right to Laura.  
 
Unbeknownst to them a dark and twisted conspiracy is 

unfolding across the country, manifesting in the disappearances 
of Sami children near a mountain called Blackaasen. A 
mountain with a tragic history that is whispering its way into 
the present.  

 
Soon, Laura and Jens will find themselves embroiled in a web 
of conspiracy that reaches all the way to the highest levels of 
government in Sweden, Denmark and Norway; a conspiracy 
will change the way they view not just themselves, but their 

country and ultimately, their place in history.  

Cecilia Ekbäck was born in Sweden where she worked in marketing for 

fifteen years. In 2010 she finished Royal Holloway's Master in Creative 

Writing under Andrew Motion. She now lives in Canada with her 

husband and twin daughters. She is a 2016 HWA Goldsboro winner and 

writer of the international bestseller Wolf Winter.  
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Agent: Tim Bates 
 
On submission after LBF 2020 
 

 

 

THE ANTICS OF ATTICUS ASHWORTH 

Romla Ryan 
 
1867. England.  
 
Viscount Atticus Ashworth is a dashing and charismatic 
libertine and gambler … and a confirmed atheist. But when 
he falls for Aurelia, a beautiful young woman of great piety, 
he pursues her into the sanctum of a mysterious religious 
cult.  
 
Although Atticus is determined to rescue Aurelia from the 
clutches of the cult, he is pulled further into its dark heart 
until, driven by temptation, flattery, friendship and his own 
ambition, he is unexpectedly hailed as its leader … a new 
messiah.  
 
Rich with historical detail and page-turning story-telling, 
The Adventures of Atticus Ashworth is the epic story of a 
dashing Viscount’s journey from cynic to believer, from 
predator to prey, from carefree hedonist to leader of a 
community. A droll look at the cost of religious fervour and 
the effect mass adoration can have on a fragile ego, its 
themes still resonate strongly today.  
 
The setting is inspired by a real-life commune based in 
Somerset, England in the nineteenth-century, a fascinating 
example of the ways women who did not fit into society 
found a place for themselves in the world.  
 
The Antics of Atticus Ashworth is a witty, playful and 
thoroughly contemporary historical novel.  

 
 

  

 

Romla Ryan stayed in education as long as she could, 
following a History of Art degree with one in Acting. She 
worked as a professional actress for 7 years until choosing to 
stay at home with 2 young children and open a garden 
centre. Years of property development, catering and 
parenting followed, along with a brief foray into writing for 
film which produced her first feature film The Sick House. 
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Agent: Nelle Andrew  
 
UK publisher: HQ  
 
UK editor: Manpreet 
Grewal  
 
US publisher: House of 
Anasi  
 
US editor: Doug Richmond  
 
Publication: March 2020  
 
Page Extent: 400  
 
Japanese sub-agent: Tuttle-
Mori  

 

 

THIS LOVELY CITY  

Louise Hare  
 
‘Full of life and love….It made my heart soar and 
should be on every Londoner’s shelf.’ Stacey Halls, 
Sunday Times bestselling author of The Familiars  
 
‘Superb…compelling storytelling, beautifully drawn 
characters and atmosphere that’s deeply immersive’ 
Harriet Tyce, author of Blood Orange  

 
The drinks are flowing. The music is playing. But 
the party can’t last. With the Blitz over and London 
reeling from war, jazz musician Lawrie Matthews 
has answered England’s call for help. Fresh off the 
Empire Windrush, he’s taken a tiny room in south 
London lodgings, and has fallen in love with the girl 
next door. Touring Soho’s music halls by night, 
pacing the streets as a postman by day, Lawrie has 
poured his heart into his new home – and it’s alive 
with possibility. Until, one morning, he makes a 
terrible discovery. As the local community rallies, 
fingers of blame are pointed at those who had 
recently been welcomed with open arms. And, 
before long, the newest arrivals become the prime 
suspects in a tragedy which threatens to tear the city 
apart. Atmospheric, poignant and compelling, 
Louise Hare’s debut shows that new arrivals have 
always been the prime suspects. But, also, that there 
is always hope.  

Louise Hare is a London-based writer and has an MA 
in Creative Writing from Birkbeck, University of 
London. Originally from Warrington, the capital is the 
inspiration for much of her work, including This 
Lovely City, which began life after a trip into the 
deep level shelter below Clapham Common.  
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Agent: Nelle Andrew  
 
UK publisher: Century  
 
UK editor: Emily Griffin  
 
UK publication: March 
2020  
 
Page extent: 400  
 
Previous titles:  
Beneath the Surface  
Now You See Her  
Come Back For Me  
 
Japanese sub-agent: Tuttle-
Mori  

THREE PERFECT LIARS  

Heidi Perks  
 
From the author of The Sunday Times bestsellers 
Now You See Her and Come Back for Me 
 
Praise for Now You See Her:  
 
‘I flew through this book in three days, with my 
heart in my mouth’ Lisa Jewell  
 
When a body is pulled out of an office fire, three 
women are first in line for questioning. All of them 
have reasons for wanting revenge against the 
company’s CEO.  
 
It could be Laura, who has returned to work to find 
that her maternity cover isn’t leaving. The CEO 
insists he’s doing what’s best for the company. Laura 
isn’t convinced he’s telling the truth.  
 
Or there’s Mia. Brought in as temporary cover for 
Laura, she has quickly made herself indispensable – 
and popular with her colleagues. But if people knew 
why she was so desperate to keep her job, they 
might not welcome her so freely.  
 
Then there’s Janie, wife to the CEO, who gave up 
her courtroom career to support her husband and 
his business. She has her own secret to protect – and 
will go to any length to keep it safe.  
 

Heidi was born and raised on the south coast of England 
and studied at Bournemouth University. She worked in 

marketing for fifteen years and left her job as a Marketing 
Director four years ago to focus on bringing up her 
young family and writing. Her previous two novel, Now 
You See Her and Come Back for Me, were in The 
Sunday Times bestseller list. 
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Agent: Nelle Andrew  
 
Publisher: HarperCollins  
 
Editor: Charlotte Brabbin  
 
Publication: April 2020  
 
Page Extent: 416  
 
Rights sold: 
Czech (Euromedia) 
 
Previous publishers:  
Canada (House of Anansi) 
Germany (Rowohlt)  
 
Previous title:  
The Exclusives  

THE FALLOUT  

Rebecca Thornton  
 

‘The perfect page-turner’ Susan Lewis  
 
‘Secrets, lies, suspicion and betrayal: The Fallout has it 
all – and then some’ T M Logan  
 
Everyone has an opinion. Everyone has a secret.  
 
I only took my eyes off him for a second. One little 
mistake is all it takes . . .  
 
When Sarah forgets to check on her best friend’s 
little boy, distraction turns to disaster. And she’s faced 
with a dilemma.  
 
Tell the truth, lose a friend.  
 
Tell a lie, keep her close.  
 
In a split second, Sarah seals her fate. But accidents 
have aftershocks, and lies have consequences. And 
when it’s someone else’s child, the rumours are 
quick to multiply.  
 
Everyone’s talking about what happened. And 
sooner or later, the truth will have to come spilling 
out…  

Rebecca Thornton is a journalist and runs an online 
advertising business. Her work has been published in Prospect 
Magazine, Daily Mail, The Jewish News and The Sunday 
People. Rebecca is an alumna of the Faber Academy writing-
a-novel course. Her first novel The Exclusives was published 
in 2016.  
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Agent: Tim Bates 
 
Publisher: Michael Joseph 
 
Editor: Louise Moore 
 
Publication: June 2020 
 
Previous publishers: 
Brazil (Sextante) 

Bulgaria (Hermes) 
Croatia (Mozaic) 
Czech Republic (Moba) 
Denmark (Borgen) 
France (Editions Leduc.s) 
Germany (Luebbe) 
Greece (Minoas) 
Hungary (Gabo) 
Israel (Ivrit) 
Italy (Mondadori) 
Korea (Tornado) 
Latvia (Zvaigzne) 
Netherlands (Meulenhoff 
Boekerij, Van Buuren) 
Norway (Cappelen Damm) 

Poland (Vizja Press) 
Portugal (Leya) 
Russia (Family Leisure Club) 
Serbia (Laguna) 
Spain (Circulo de Lectores) 
Turkey (Epsilon) 

LIAR 

Lesley Pearse  
 
From the #1 Sunday Times bestseller author 
 
The 10-million-copy, #1 bestselling author is back 
with another beautifully-written, compelling and 
page-turning epic.  
 
In a Shepherds Bush bedsit, Amelia White dreams 
of being a reporter. The closest she's come is selling 
advertising in the local paper – until the fateful day 
she stumbles on a truly shocking scoop. 
 
Round the corner from her home, she discovers 
the body of a murder victim, dumped among the 
rubbish. When the police and reporters descend, 
Amelia is horrified at the assumptions made and 
lies soon to be spread about this poor young 
woman. 
 
Determined to protect the victim from these 
smears and help her grieving family, she convinces 
her paper's editor to allow her to take up her pen 
and tell the true story. 
 
But when another body is found and the police 
investigation stalls, Amelia – uncovering new 
witnesses and suspects in her search for clues – 
discovers that she may be the only one with any 
chance of learning the truth and stopping more 
killings. 
 
If only she can work out who the liar is . . . 
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Lesley Pearse is renowned for her storytelling and for 
creating characters that are impossible to forget. Many 

of her recent books, including Gypsy, Faith and Hope, 
have been #1 bestsellers and her books have been 
translated into 20 languages.  
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Agent: Tim Bates 
 
Publisher: HarperCollins 
 
Editor: Kimberley Young  
 
Publication: January 2020 
 
Page extent: 529 
 
Other titles include: 
Billie Jo 
Born Evil 
The Betrayer 
The Freud 
The Traitor 
The Victim 
The Schemer 
The Trap 
Payback 
The Wronged 
Tainted Love 
Backstabber 
Life of Crime 
 

QUEENIE 
Kimberley Chambers 
 

The #1 Sunday Times bestseller 

The explosive new novel from the No.1 bestseller, which spent 2 
weeks at number one in the Sunday times chart in February 2020 

‘[A] fast-paced tale with gritty authenticity.’ Guardian  

‘A gritty tale with a shocking twist . . . will have you on the 
edge of your seat from cover to cover.’ OK  

‘A great read from one of our favourite crime writers.’ Closer  

 
SHE WAS MADE IN THE EAST END… 
  
For young Queenie, life in the backstreets of Whitechapel 
was a lesson in survival – Hitler’s bombs hit those with 
nothing the hardest. When danger strikes close to home, 
Queenie finds an ally in Mrs O’Leary, whose two sons are 
the kingpins of the East End. But while the O’Learys are the 
light in Queenie’s life, fate has a different path in store. 
  
AND MEN ARE WHAT THEIR MOTHERS MAKE 
THEM . . . 
  
Now married to the useless Albie Butler, Queenie is raising 
her children to fight their own battles. If the O’Learys taught 
her anything, it was that surviving meant doing whatever 
you had to, no questions asked, and family always comes 
first. The Butler boys will make sure their mother’s name 
becomes East End legend.  
 
MEET QUEENIE. 
THIS IS HER STORY. 

Kimberley Chambers is The Sunday Times No.1 
bestselling author of twelve novels, including the hugely 

successful ‘Butlers Series’ and ‘The Mitchell/O’Hara 
Saga’. Kimberley had not written a word until the age of 
thirty-eight when she decided to change her life and 

write her first novel, Billie Jo. She’d previously worked 
as a market trader on East-End markets, a pub DJ and a 
mini-cab driver.  
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Agent: Tim Bates 
 
UK Publisher: Head of Zeus 
 
UK Editor: Rosie DeCourcy 
 
Publication: March 2020 

 
Page extent: 480 
 
Previous publishers: 
Italy (Newton Compton) 
 
Previous titles: 
Tears of the Dragon 

 

SUMMER OF THE THREE PAGODAS 

Jean Moran 
 
HONG KONG, 1950. 

Now the war is over, Dr Rowena Rossiter is ready to plan 
a new life with her great love, Connor O'Connor. But 
before they can, bad news arrives. 

A female doctor is urgently needed in Seoul and the powers 
that be want Rowena to go. She refuses – until rumours 
begin to swirl about the sinister, beautiful man who held 
her captive during the war. 

They say he may still be alive and looking for her. By 
comparison, Korea on the brink of war seems safer, but will 
Rowena ever truly be able to escape the shadows of her 
violent past? 

A brilliantly exotic saga set in post-war Hong Kong and 
Korea, where Dr Rowena Rossiter longs to follow her 
heart, and her love, but the shadows of a violent past 
threaten to engulf her. 

 
 

  

 

Jean Moran was a columnist and editor before writing full-
time. She has since published over fifty novels and been a 
bestseller in Germany. Jean was born and brought up Bristol. 
Her mother, who had endured both the depression and war 
years, was a natural born storyteller, and it's from her telling 
of actual experiences of the tumultuous first half of the 
twentieth century that Jean gets her inspiration. Her 
novel Tears of the Dragon was published in Head of Zeus in 
2019. She now lives in Bath.  
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NON-FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK publisher: Simon & Schuster 
 
US publisher: Houghton Mifflin  
 
Publication: September 2021 
 
Rights sold: 
Chinese, complex (Linking) 
Dutch (Atlas Contact) 
German (Ullstein) 
Portuguese, Portugal (Temas e 
Debates) 
Portuguese, Brazil (Companhia 
das Letras) 
Spanish (Debate) 
 
Japanese sub-agent: 
Japan Uni 

RETURN OF THE TRIBES 

Simon Schama 
 

‘There comes a moment in the life of any historian 
when the subject stops being academic, much less a 
picturesque walk down memory lane. 1933 would have 
been such a moment. Another such moment is now.’ 
 
Simon Schama, world-renowned historian, offers the 
definitive look at the world’s fractured societies, 

charting tribal politics and nationalism and their rise 
and fall, from Ancient Rome to Donald Trump. 
 

Return of the Tribes will take a deep look back at what 
makes the dark romance of the nation-tribe so 
perennially potent. It will study the collective 

psychology of allegiance; a journey into the mystery of 
nation-fever. A journey that takes the story through 
experiences the more conventionally political 

approaches might miss: music, epic historical literature, 
memory shrines of defeat and vindication; the romance 
of scenery; sports; cults of leadership: all the theatres of 

emotion in which the drama of national allegiance gets 
played out. Simon affirms that it is, after all, in culture, 
low and high, that nativists find their mass following.  

 
Return of the Tribes does not introduce purely a 

European panorama. Japanese imperialism, American 
nativism, African tribalism and Turkish nationalism will 
be as much part of the story as Germany, Russia or 

Ireland. Chronologically, it sweeps from Roman 
confrontations with the German tribes right up to the 
news today.   

 
‘This is the great conflict of our times; the one on which 
the world turns; the one which needs a book.’ 

 

Sir Simon Schama CBE is University Professor of Art 
History and History at Columbia University, a Fellow of the 
British Academy and the Royal Society of Literature. He is 
the author of eighteen books which have been translated into 
16 languages.  

29 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

 30 

Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
UK publisher: Jonathan Cape 
 
UK editor: Rachel Cugnoni 
 
US publisher: Grove Atlantic 
 
US editor: Elisabeth Schmitz  

 
Publication: Spring 2021 
 
Rights sold:  
Spanish (Lumen) 
 
Japanese sub-agent:  
Tuttle-Mori 

12 BYTES 

Jeanette Winterson 
 
‘One of the most gifted writers working today.’ New York Times 
 
Jurassic Carpark is a collection of 12 essays about Artificial 
Intelligence. Jeanette Winterson follows on from the themes, 
ideas, and questions, the nightmares and dreams, raised in her 
latest novel, Frankissstein, longlisted for the 2019 Booker Prize. 
 
These essays will consider AI in its many manifestations – both 
current and in development, as well as looking at the growing 
Trans-human movement. We already live with disembodied 
Smart systems that are beginning to shape our day to day.  Virtual 
assistants (Siri, Alexa), the apps we use to manage our home-
heating, and pay our bills.  On-line coaching and Webinars for life
-goals, workouts and weight loss. Increasingly sophisticated 
algorithms can figure out what we want before we want it. Smart 
systems connect people – Facebook, Uber, AirBnB – and of 
course they disrupt the status quo.  
 
What is the social impact of what is happening? What is the future 
of a Smart society that remains driven by the same old stupid 
values? (Money, power, racism, misogyny, fear of the stranger). 
 
Alongside non-embodied technology, AI promises a new kind of 
robotics. Bots to manage all the boring tasks that humans hate. 
Battle-Bots to replace humans in war. Bots to care for the elderly 
and to teach our kids. Bots in shops. Cop-bots. Sex bots.  
 
What will that mean for humans? And what about super AI? 
Machines – embodied or not - that start out smarter, or, more 
likely, become smarter than humans? 
 
Jeanette Winterson thinks we need plenty of conversations to be 
had and the essays Jurassic Carpark will spark that conversation. 

Jeanette Winterson was born in Manchester and read 
English at Oxford, during which time she wrote her first 
novel, the Whitbread award winning Oranges Are Not the 
Only Fruit. Since then she has written over a dozen novels, 
children’s books and short story collections. She was 
awarded an CBE for services to literature in 2018. 
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Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
Publisher: Transworld 
 
Editor: Henry Vines 
 
Publication:  2021 
 
Previous Publishers: 
Brazil (Record) 
Bulgaria (Bard, Vakon)  
China simplified (Jieli) 
Chinese complex (Common 
Master Press) 
Croatia (Veble Commerce) 
Czech Republic (Jota) 
Danish (EC Edition) 
Estonia (Tanipaev) 
France (Hachette) 
Germany (Boersen) 
Hungary (Jaffa) 
Italy (Mondadori) 
Korea (Jaeum & Mouem) 
Poland (Pascal) 
Portugal (Marcador Editora)  
Romania (Nemira) 
Russia (Centrepolygraph) 
Turkey (Timas) 
USA (HarperCollins) 
 
 
 

MUD, SWEAT AND FEARS 

Bear Grylls 
 

From the #1 bestselling author 
 

Praise for Mud, Sweat and Tears: ‘World-famous 
'extreme adventurer' Bear Grylls had so far avoided 
telling his life story - until now. Well told, personable, 

fast-paced, and undoubtedly a fascinating read.’ Daily 
Telegraph 
 
2021 will mark 10 years since Bear Grylls’  
internationally bestselling autobiography Mud, Sweat 
and Tears was published.  

 
Mud, Sweat and Tears sold over a million copies in the 
UK and went on to sell in over 20 territories and be 

China’s most inspirational book of the year.  
 
Mud, Sweat and Fears is the second part of this 
glorious, inspiring visionary memoir.  
 

This is Bear in his own words, written by him as only 
he can.  

Bear Grylls has become known worldwide as one of the 
most recognised faces of survival and outdoor adventure. His 
journey started as a young boy on the Isle of Wight, where 
his late father taught him to climb and sail. Trained from a 
young age in martial arts, Grylls went on to spend three years 
as a soldier in the British Special Forces, as part of 21 SAS 
Regiment. He then went on to star in Man vs Wild, and 
Running Wild, shown in networks all around the world. His 
autobiography Mud Sweat and Tears spent 15 weeks at 
Number 1 in the Sunday Times Bestseller list and he has 
written over 85 books, selling in excess of 15 million copies 
worldwide.  
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Agent: Caroline Michel 
 
On submission  
 
 

WHEN IN DOUBT, WASH YOUR HAIR 

Anya Hindmarch 
 
Inspirational first book from the entrepreneur behind the 
award-winning global brand. 
 
Today’s professional women are stretched. They are 
accomplished business women and recognized leaders in 
their fields, working long hours and travelling the world 
in demanding, competitive jobs. And yet they are also 
often running the home, managing the bulk of the 
childcare and writing the thank you letters. Often it’s 
exhilarating. But sometimes it’s exhausting and 
occasionally it is just unrealistic. 

Anya Hindmarch — mother of five, the entrepreneur 
behind one of the World’s most creative brands and 
creator of the influential I’m Not A Plastic Bag 
campaign — admits that it can be a struggle. Sometimes 
she has pulled it off, sometimes not. Having reached the 
age of 50 she would like to share — openly, honestly, 
humbly: as a friend to a friend, as a mother to a daughter 
– what she has learnt, what she worries about, what she 
thinks, and the best pieces of advice she has gathered on 

the way. 

If in Doubt, Wash yout Hair is written for professional 
women who are keen to discover a) the tips and tricks of 
a successful working mother and b) that that person feels 
just as flawed, stressed and guilt-ridden as they do. And 
that it’s OK to feel that way. Wise, self-deprecating, 
funny but above all kind, this thoughtful and uplifting 
book will show a vulnerable side to a woman who 
appears to be successfully juggling it all. It aims to make 
women feel better about themselves, and also to be 
deeply practical, rooted in an understanding of how 
women’s lives really work.  
 
  

Anya Hindmarch, fashion designer, businesswoman and 
mother of five, founded her company as a teenager in 1987, 
and has since grown it into an award-winning global brand, 
known for its craftsmanship, creativity and sense of humour. 
Anya is NED of the British Fashion Council and Emeritus 
Trustee of both the Royal Academy of Arts and the Design 
Museum. She was made CBE in 2017.   
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WHAM! GEORGE & ME 

Andrew Ridgeley 
 

The Sunday Times bestseller 
 

‘A remarkably generous memoir....in more than one sense, 

the biography of a friend.’ Spectator 
 

'Charming, heartfelt . . . there's a real poignancy to 

Ridgeley's description of WHAM!'s glory days' Sunday 
Times  
 

For the first time, Andrew Ridgeley - one half of one of 
the most famous bands in the world - tells the inside story 

of WHAM! and his life-long friendship with George 

Michael. 
 
It is 1975, Watford, and two teenagers, George and 
Andrew, meet for the first time. Bonding over their love 
for singing, song writing and pop music, together they set 
out to follow an impossible dream. 
 
They didn't know it then, but they were taking their first 
steps towards forming WHAM!, a band that was to become 
one of the biggest in the world. 
 
WHAM! were the soundtrack of the 80s; whether it was 
choosing life or Live Aid, the decade of flamboyance and 
fun was a party that seemed like it would never end. But it 
had to stop somewhere - and that was in front of tens of 
thousands of tearful fans at Wembley Stadium in 1986. 
 
In WHAM! George and Me, Andrew Ridgeley tells the 
story of Wham! - from the day they met to that iconic final 
concert. For the first time, he reveals what it was like being 
at the centre of a pop hurricane and talks of his love for and 
friendship with George. It's a story only he can tell. 

 

Andrew Ridgeley is one of the most recognisable faces of 

the 80s. He was one half of the phenomenal pop duo, 
WHAM! Born in Surrey, he grew up in Hertfordshire 

where he met George Michael. They sold multi-platinum 

albums and singles globally, having number 1 hits all over 
the world. He now pursues a variety of interests, 

significant amongst which is fundraising for The Dallaglio 

Rugby Works Charity.  
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WILD THING 
The Short, Spellbinding Life of Jimi Hendrix 
Philip Norman 
 

Praise for Paul McCartney: ‘’Norman is an enviably skilled 

pen-portraitist, with a consummate ability to conjure the 
presence of [McCartney]… A capably executed biography, 

brimming with detail.’ The Guardian 
 
Commemorating the 50th anniversary of Jimi Hendrix’s 

death, the best-selling author of Shout delivers a 
compelling new biography of the legendary guitarist. 

 

Almost 50 years after his lonely death, Hendrix is the 
abiding symbol of musical genius cut tragically short. Wild 
Thing will be the first biography to bring together the 

splendour and sadness of his brief life, and to attempt to 
unravel the circumstances of his death. 

Hendrix revolutionised classic rock, inventing a whole 

new vocabulary for the guitar. Onstage he pushed the 

boundaries of Sixties permissiveness, fellating the strings of 
the guitar with his tongue, lying it flat and straddling it, 

even setting fire to it. Yet in private he was polite, shy and 

sweet-natured. Norman will explore these contradictions 
in a narrative that takes us from Hendrix's roots in Seattle 

to his louche and glamorous life in Mayfair, when London 

was the world's most 'swinging' capital and then back to 
the US with the series of historic outdoor rock festivals 

that rounded out the decade. 

Wild Thing will be a celebration of matchless artistry, and 

a gripping chronicle of those now mythical times. But it 
will also investigate the peculiar conditions of his death, 

part whodunnit as it tells the most cautionary of rock 'n' 

roll parables. After all these years of rumour and 
speculation, Jimi's ghost may finally be laid to rest. 
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Philip Norman began writing for The Sunday Times at the 

age of twenty-two, soon gaining a reputation as Atticus 
columnist. He is the author of biographies of figures such 

as, Mick Jagger, John Lennon, Buddy Holly and the 

ground-breaking biography of the Beatles, Shout!. His 
books have been translated into nineteen languages. 
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BANANARAMA!  
Really Saying Something 
Sara Dallin and Karen Woodward 
 
As frontwomen of Bananarama, Sara Dallin and 
Keren Woodward were chart sensations, style gurus, 
and female icons – now, as co-authors of 
BANANARAMA, they’re turning their hands to 
writing. 
 
Not only are Bananarama one of the biggest-selling 
female bands of all time, with 28 Top 50 hit singles 
in the UK and 11 in the USA, but they’re also 
iconic figures whose DIY style, with donkey jackets, 
dungarees and checked shirts, saw them influence 
the fashion of a generation of young women – and 
men!  
 
Despite their huge success, they did things very 
much themselves, and for themselves. They were not 
a manufactured band, but friends who came to 
London in the early 80s in search of success, fun and 
adventure, and unabashedly having the time of their 
lives. Their influence is profound, both on the girl 
bands that came after them and also on the women 
that grew up with them. They were unique female 
icons, fighting against a male-dominated music 
business and press, suspicious of women achieving 
things on their own terms. 
 
Packed with behind-the-scenes stories, unseen 
photos and the honest, fun flair that characterised 
their music, BANANARAMA takes us into the lives 
of two true trailblazers, and into the weird and 
wonderful world of 80s London.  

35 

Agent: Tim Bates 
 
Publisher: Hutchinson (WEL) 
 
Editor: Jocasta Hamilton 
 
Publication: October 2020 
 
 
 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Annabel Merullo 
 
On submission after LBF 2020 
 
 

A LONG WAY FROM DEPTFORD 

My Life in Dire Straits 
John Ilsley 
 
This is the inside story of Dire Straits, one of the greatest bands in 
rock history, as told by John Illsley, founder member, mainstay 
and bass guitarist. It is the first, and it will probably be the last. 
 
The most successful group of the 1980s, Dire Straits were also 
one of the top five stadium acts along with Michael Jackson, 
Prince, Bruce Springsteen and Madonna. Brothers in Arms was 
the best-selling album of the decade, selling 30 million in total, 
the first to sell one million on CD. Four Number One albums in 
the UK, two in the US, total album sales of 120 million, 1,100 
weeks in the UK album charts, six multiple-platinum studio 
albums… 
 
The facts and stats give the scale of the success, but they don’t tell 
the story. John Illsley has done that in this powerful and 
entertaining memoir, the first to give the inside track on the most 
successful rock band of their time. It is a story told with searching 
honesty, soulful reflection, humour and generosity.  
 
The story charts the meteoric rise of the band from an unheated 
council house in Deptford and gigs in the spit-and-sawdust pubs 
of south London to international stardom and the world’s largest 

stadiums. 
 
Illsley takes us on a 15-year journey, to all the great cities and 
venues, introducing us to some of the biggest names and 
characters in music. His recollections are peppered with 
anecdotes – at turns humorous, moving and hair-raising. He 
recalls all the highs and lows of making six studio albums, the 
grinding tour schedules, the tensions within the band, the 
personal strains and the huge pressure on relationships and lives 
back home. 
 
The book is also a chronicle of Illsley’s friendship with lead singer 
Mark Knopfler, one of the great songwriters of his generation, 
the creative driving force behind the band. When the Straits 
bring down the curtain in 1992, Illsley and Knopfler were the 
only two original members still standing. After 15 years on the 
road, they were on the knees, physically and emotionally spent. 
 
The Straits brought Illsley wealth, success and stardom, but when 
the music stopped, he found himself in the abyss. He had split 
from two wives and he came home to two young children he 
had barely seen. Depressed and disorientated, he went into 
therapy – and then, finding love and a new form of art, he rebuilt 
his life. 
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THE MOTHER PROJECT 

Sophie Beresiner 
 
Inspired by her wildly successful Times column, The 
Mother Project is Sophie Beresiner’s funny, heartbreaking, 
hopeful look at our (it turns out, wildly inaccurate) 
assumptions about the path to parenthood.  
 
Sophie’s personal story is unusual. Diagnosed with breast 
cancer at 30, she endured chemotherapy and what would 
be a decade of hormone-suppressing drugs, with a 
scheduled gap of one year at 35 during which she would 
have a baby. It wasn’t until this time came that she was 
informed that her fertility has been completely wiped out 
by the chemo… and her medical team had neglected to 
discuss freezing her eggs. Thus began a fertility journey that 
spans three countries, five surrogates, and re-mortgaging 
her house (twice). 
 
What isn’t unusual is the shame, guilt, and periodic panic 
she feels. Or the cycle of despair, then hope, then a little 
more despair. Her experience – the emotional rollercoaster, 
the maze of medical and legal jargon, the endless awkward 
conversations, and the grappling with what it is to be a 

mother, really, mirrors that of the millions of women (one 
in seven) facing infertility issues, and the countless people 
who already write to Sophie to share theirs. 
 
Part memoir, part manifesto, it is designed to offer her 
anecdotal experience while shining a light on our 
persistent inability to deal with non-traditional paths to 
parenthood. It speaks to the broader experience of people 
facing infertility of any kind - from women who are 
considering their first step into IVF, to those building 
themselves back up from repeated miscarriage or stillbirths, 
be it as a guide, or benchmark, or sanity checker for each 
stage of this shared, common experience at the core of her 
somewhat uncommon one. 
 
Sophie writes about this chaotic, relentlessly unfair 
experience with astonishing emotional honesty, wit, and a 
surprisingly persistent humour. Sophie’s column has been 
described as a lifeline and a spark of hope for women who 
simply do not see their experience reflected anywhere else 
and The Mother Project is a relatable tale of adversity with 
a happy ending.  

Sophie Beresiner is an award winning journalist and 
style director at Buro.  
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THE LAST KING OF PATAGONIA 
Jonathan Franklin 
 
Why would a San Francisco entrepreneur sell his company, fly to the 

ends of the earth, invest US $400 million in paradise, and fight like hell 

to give it all away? 

 

Doug Tompkins made a fortune as founder of The North 

Face and Esprit. He also spent three months a year climbing mountains, 

kayaking remote rivers, and becoming a seasoned bush pilot. By the late 

1980's when his personally-held startup reached $1 billion in sales, with 

stores in 60 countries, Tompkins looked around and realized he had 

climbed the wrong mountain. Fashion and hip lifestyle were ‘things 

nobody needs.’ 

                 

He sold his San Francisco mansion, and flew halfway around the world 

to Patagonia, settling in a shack his friends called the ‘Hobbit 

House.’ Instead of the Golden Gate Bridge he now stared out the 

window at Volcano Michimahuida, blanketed in snow and prowled by 

pumas.  With no electricity, no roads, no telephone, Tompkins 

found inspiration in wilderness. Flying low over the rainforest Doug 

began to plot his counterattack against global capitalism. Tompkins 

launched PR campaigns that  sabotaged plans for an aluminum smelter, 

a hydro-electric dam and clearcutting of ancient forests.  He placed 

wanted posters for salmon farmers who shot seals.  

 

Buying up parcels of land, Tompkins spent nearly a half billion dollars as 

he stitched together millions of acres of rivers, forests and mountains. 

Fellow environmentalists dubbed it ‘Doug’s Ego-System.’ He was 

combative, creative, and as wealthy as his corporate enemies. With each 

conflict, threats to Tompkins worsened. Senators and Ministers called 

him a meddling foreigner and summoned their henchmen.  His phones 

were tapped. Shots fired at him while kayaking near his remote 

farm. His friends figured he’d be shot down in the low flying plane he 

used to surveil his enemies. 

 

Then Tompkins fell in love with Kris McDivitt, the former CEO of 

Patagonia Inc. Together they spent 25 years creating National Parks, 

and bringing back lost species in a process known as rewilding. They 

worked 14 hour days. He the designer, she the producer of his  vision 

for parklands.  

 

In December 2015 Doug drowned in a freak kayak accident. Suddenly 

alone, Kris continued working on their wildlands philanthropy projects 

to alleviate her grief. Little did she  know that Doug’s death would be 

the catalyst to conserving 25 million acres of wildlands, all protected as 

National Parks. With his death and outpouring of sympathy, Doug 

Tompkins gained the clout to convert his private kingdom into a 

commonwealth. There will never be another King of Patagonia - the 

last one gave all the land back to the people.  

 

Jonathan Franklin is an award-winning journalist, regularly reporting for 

the Guardian, Washington Post, Dagbladet, Der Spiegel and Rolling 
Stone. His investigative reporting has been used by CBS 60 Minutes, 
A&E TV, the BBC and numerous documentary productions worldwide.  
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VICTORY IN THE KITCHEN 
The Life of Churchill’s Cook 
Annie Gray 
 
‘Wonderfully researched and entertaining.’ Spectator 
 
‘Engaging ... appeals to three national obsessions: the 
preparation and presentation of food; the lost world of great 
households, above and below stairs; and the private life of a 
national hero, Churchill.’ The Times 
 

‘Annie Gray is a brilliant writer and scholar who brings a 
glorious combination of enthusiasm and greed to every subject 
she tackles. In the field of food history she leads the pack.’ Jay 
Rayner 

 
This is the story of a woman who was not a royal, not rich, 
not famous, simply someone who worked hard and enjoyed 
her life. Beginning in 1882, she ranged through life in the 
country, life in the town, life in her own house, and in that 
of others. She travelled, married, had children and a highly 
successful career. For while Georgina Landemare saw herself 
as ordinary, her accomplishments, and the life she lived, were 
anything but. She started her career as a nursemaid, and 

ended it cooking for one of the best-known figures in British 
history, Winston Churchill, a man to whom food was 
central, not only as a pleasure by itself, but as a diplomatic 
tool in a time when the world was embroiled in a worldwide 
war. 
 
Victory in the Kitchen is a culinary biography: a life lived 
through food, ranging from rural Berkshire to wartime 
London, via Belle Epoque Paris and prohibition-era New 
York. Through one eager eater, and one skilled cook, Annie 
Gray contextualises twentieth century food through two 
figures who were both intimately involved with it. Recipes 
include Georgina's German Kougelhof, Curried Brains, 
macaroons, Boodles Orange, Mousse de Maple and 'Chocolat 
Cake Good'.  

 

Dr Annie Gray is a food historian specialising in the 
Georgian, Victorian and early twentieth centuries. She’s a 

popular speaker and broadcaster and also works as a 
consultant to museums and heritage sites. She’s written 
for The Guardian and The Sun. She presented the TV 

series ‘Victorian Bakers’ on BBC2.The Greedy Queen 
was her first book. 
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MOTHER COUNTRY 
Monique Charlesworth 
 

For the last three decades of her life, Monique’s mother Inge 

lived in France playing the part of the charming English 
eccentric.  Long divorced from her English husband, Inge had 
brought up her two girls alone.  At the age of 60, marriage to a 
charming Frenchman, René Cocard, brought her to France.  

René was her great love.  This was the last act of many, a final 
reinvention and the most successful.  Her true past as a 
persecuted child in Nazi Germany, forced into exile with a 
father who would end in Auschwitz, was far too painful to 

reveal.   
 
After René’s death Inge gave English lessons to the unwary, 
avoiding English folk who would hear her accent and ask 

where she was from (‘Ingeborg is a Swedish name, darling’).  
She did her utmost to ensure that nobody glimpsed her ID 
with her German, Jewish maiden name: Rosenbaum. For 
novelist Monique, who had converted to Judaism when she 
married her husband, this charade seemed unnecessary, but she 

went along with it. There were other ways in which her 
charismatic, exuberant, frail mother could be a pain.  Inge 
demanded obedience and got it. 
 

When Inge died suddenly, aged 92, Monique was shocked.  
Life without her was unimaginable.  More hidden truths and 
unsuspected facts about Inge’s life and loves started to emerge.  
The most extraordinary was the suspicion that Monique and 

her sister had actually been fathered by René.  Monique 
needed to know more about Inge’s real past – her war – her 
lover - her father’s tragic death in Auschwitz.  Ironically, some 
of the fiction she had written loosely based on her mother’s life 
turned out to be true.  Monique began to see that her own 

lifelong quest to become Jewish and German, to puzzle out and 
write her truth, ran perversely counter to Inge’s.  No wonder 
their relationship had been tricky.  
 

This mother-daughter memoir records an obsessive and 
engrossing year researching Inge’s life.  Along the way, 
Monique would discover the truth about her father and see the 
ways in which she too had deceived and reinvented herself. 

Monique Charlesworth studied French and German and has 
lived in Europe.  She spent a decade working as a journalist 
before becoming a novelist.  After graduating from the 
National Film and Television School she spent a further 
decade writing film and television scripts.  She has published 
four novels.  Married with two children, she lives in London.  
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STRAITS 

Magellan´s Journey Through Life 
Felipe Fernández-Armesto 
 
Ferdinand Magellan is credited by many as the first person 
to circumnavigate the globe. 2021 marks the 500th year 
anniversary of his death and will see him commemorated 
across the world. Portuguese by birth and Spanish by 
naturalization, he is revered internationally as a hero.  The 
reality is somewhat different.  
 
In this timely and engrossing biography, Felipe Fernández-
Armesto reveals the man behind the myth.  Not for the 
faint hearted, the truth about his life, his character, and the 
events of his ill-fated voyage offers up a stranger, darker and 
even more compelling narrative than the fictional version 
that has, for centuries, been touted.    
 
Magellan did not attempt – much less accomplish – a 
journey round the world. In his lifetime he was abhorred as 
a traitor, reviled as a tyrant, self-condemned to destruction, 
and dismissed as a failure. Straits will take readers on a 
journey through the worlds he successively abjured, 
adopted, explored and evaded, probing the passions and 
tensions that drove him to adventure and drew him to 
disaster.  
 
Straits will be, in part, a study in failure and, in part, an 
investigation of the paradox Magellan´s career exemplifies: 
renown is not necessarily (or not alone) the garnish of 
merit, but the gift of circumstance. 
 
This is a book for readers willing to discard the myths, 
discover the truth, and learn what Magellan’s life and times 
were really like.  

 

Felipe Fernández-Armesto’s contributions to maritime 
history and the history of exploration have won the John 
Carter Brown Medal, the Caird Medal of Britain´s National 
Maritime Museum, and Spain´s national prize for research in 
geography. Pathfinders, his global history of exploration, 
won the World History Association Prize and his biography 
of Columbus was shortlisted for the UK´s most valuable 
literary prize. The author holds the William P. Reynolds 
Chair for Mission in Arts and Letters and concurrent 
professorships in history and classics at Notre Dame. Among 
other honours, he received Spain´s highest award for services 
to education and the arts, the Grand Cross of the Order of 
Alfonso the Wise, in 2017. 
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THE HABSBURGS 

To Rule the World 
Martyn Rady 
 

‘A tour de force. Thorough, accessible, and resolutely erudite, this is the 

volume that this vitally important subject so desperately needed. Martyn 

Rady should be congratulated.‘  Roger Moorhouse, author of Poland 
1939: The Outbreak of World War II 
 
‘Martyn Rady has written a splendid account of the grandest old dynasty 

of Europe: the Habsburgs. With wit and firm opinion, he takes the 

reader on something akin to a tour of the Wunderkammer of the 

dynasty's many-centuries-long career.’ Steven Beller, author of The 
Habsburg Monarchy 1815-1918 

 

‘The Habsburgs is gripping, colorful, and dramatic but also concise, 

scholarly, and magisterial ... History on an epic scale!’ Simon Sebag 

Montefiore, author of The Romanovs and Jerusalem: The Biography  
 

‘This is a first global history of Europe’s most famous and durable 

dynasty... ’ Robert Evans, Regius Professor of History Emeritus at the 

University of Oxford 

 
The definitive history of the dynasty that dominated Europe for 

centuries 
 
In The Habsburgs, Martyn Rady tells the epic story of a 
dynasty and the world they built - and then lost - over nearly 
a millennium. From modest origins, the Habsburgs gained 

control of the Holy Roman Empire in the fifteenth century. 
Then, in just a few decades, their possessions rapidly expanded 
to take in a large part of Europe, stretching from Hungary to 
Spain, and parts of the New World and the Far East. The 

Habsburgs continued to dominate Central Europe through the 
First World War. 
 
Historians often depict the Habsburgs as leaders of a 

ramshackle empire. But Rady reveals their enduring power, 
driven by the belief that they were destined to rule the world 
as defenders of the Roman Catholic Church, guarantors of 
peace, and patrons of learning. The Habsburgs is the definitive 

history of a remarkable dynasty that forever changed Europe 
and the world.  
 
 

Prof Martyn Rady is Masaryk Professor of Central European 
History at UCL. Martyn is one of the world’s foremost experts 
on Central Europe and the Habsburg Empire, and has written 

extensively on Romanian, German, Austrian, Croatian and 
British History. A Very Short Introduction to The Habsburg 
Empire was published in March 2017 by OUP. The Habsburgs 
is his first full-length narrative history book for the trade. 
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CRUCIBLE OF HELL 
The Heroism and Tragedy of Okinawa, 1945 
Saul David 
 
‘Excellent. Saul David’s gripping narrative is admirably clear’ Antony 

Beevor 

 

‘Vivid and deeply moving, Crucible of Hell paints a rich portrait of one 

of the most horrific battles in modern memory...Hard to put down, 

harder to forget.’ Stephan Talty, author of Saving Bravo: The Greatest 
Rescue Mission in Navy SEAL History 
 

‘Gripping, even gruesome, yet deeply moving,’ David Reynolds, author 

of Island Stories  

 
From award-winning historian Saul David, an action-packed and 
powerful new narrative of the Battle of Okinawa – the last great 
clash of the Second World War, and one that had profound 
consequences for the modern world. 

For eighty-three blood-soaked days, the fighting on the island of 
Okinawa plumbed depths of savagery as bad as anything seen on 
the Eastern Front. When it was over, almost a quarter of a 
million people had lost their lives, making it by far the bloodiest 
US battle of the Pacific. In Okinawa, the death toll included 
thousands of civilians lost to mass suicide, convinced by Japanese 
propaganda that they would otherwise be raped and murdered 

by the enemy. On the US side, David argues that the horror of 
the battle ultimately determined President Truman’s choice to 
use atomic bombs in August 1945. 

It is a brutal, heart-rending story, and one David tells with 
masterly attention to detail: the cramped cockpit of a kamikaze 
plane, the claustrophobic gun turret of a warship under attack, 
and a half-submerged foxhole amidst the squalor and battle 
detritus. The narrative follows generals, presidents and emperors, 
as well as the humbler experiences of ordinary servicemen and 
families on both sides, and the Okinawan civilians who were 
caught so tragically between the warring parties. 

Using graphic eyewitness accounts and declassified documents 
from archives in three continents, Saul David illuminates a 
shocking chapter of history that is too often missing from 
Western-centric narratives of the Second World War. Drawing 
on archival research in the US, Japan, and the UK, and the 
original accounts of those who survived, Crucible of Hell tells 
the vivid, heart-rending story of the battle  

Saul David is an historian and novelist, who has written both fiction and 

non-fiction. As a broadcaster, he has presented and appeared in history 

programmes for all the major TV channels. Saul is a Professor of 

Military History at the University of Buckingham. His book Operation 
Thunderbolt was made into a film by Participant and Working Title, 

starring Rosamund Pike and Daniel Brühl. 
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WHITE RUSSIANS IN PARIS 
Helen Rappaport 
 
From The Sunday Times bestseller author 
 
Praise for The Race to Save the Romanovs: ‘What I always 
love about Helen Rappaport’s books is that they appeal to 
the heart as well as the head. She’s a writer of great 
compassion.’ Lucy Worsley  
 
Praise for Caught in the Revolution: ‘A gripping, vivid, 

deeply researched chronicle of the Russian Revolution told 
through the eyes of a surprising, flamboyant cast of 
foreigners in Petrograd, superbly narrated by Helen 
Rappaport.’ Simon Sebag Montefiore 
 
Bastille Day, 14 July 1919, was a great day for Paris; the 
streets thronged with people celebrating the Victory Parade 
as they watched the massed troops of the French and their 
wartime allies. This year was a special one for émigré 
Russians who had fled the Revolution in 1917 and they 
were out in force on the streets of the city that had given so 
many of them refuge. Among them was Grand Duke 
Alexander Mikhailovich – better known as Sandro – 

brother-in-law of the murdered tsar, Nicholas II. 
 
There was no doubt that the Russians ‘added greatly to the 
decorative side of life in Paris’. So dense was the émigré 
population of the more fashionable district of Passy that it 
was as though old Imperial St Petersburg had been 
transplanted there. By 1926 the Russian colony in Paris had 
grown to 35,070. The city had initially been able to absorb 
so many because of the huge demand for labour, French 
wartime casualties having been so severe. But another 
major influx of Russians had come in 1933 – those fleeing 
Berlin en masse in the wake of the rise of Hitler. By 1936 
the number of Russian émigrés in Paris was estimated at 
between 100,000 and 120,000. 
 
White Russians in Paris will focus on the strongest, most 
compelling and well-documented personalities in this story 
as the focal point through an accessible, popular narrative. 

Dr Helen Rappaport is an internationally bestselling historian 
and author of  15 books. She is a fluent Russian speaker and 
a specialist in Russian history and 19th century women’s 
history. Her great passion is to winkle out lost stories from 
the footnotes and to breathe new life and perspectives into 
old subjects.  
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THE BARBARIANS 

How the Empires of the Steppes Forged the 
Modern World 
KENNETH HARL 
 
The barbarian nomads of the Eurasian steppes have 
played a decisive role in world history, but their 
achievements have gone largely unnoticed. These 
nomadic tribes have produced some of the world’s 
greatest conquerors:  Attila the Hun, Genghis Khan 
and Tamerlane whose deeds still resonate today. 
Indeed, these nomads built long lasting empires, 
facilitated the first global trade of the Silk Road, 
and disseminated religions, technology, knowledge 
and goods of every description that enriched and 
changed the lives of so many in Europe, the Middle 
East and China. From a single region, emerged a 
great many peoples – the Huns, the Mongols, the 
Magyars, the Turks, the Xiongnu, the Scythians, the 
Alans, the Goths – all of whom went on to 
profoundly and irrevocably shape the modern 
world.   
 

In this new, comprehensive history, Professor 
Kenneth Harl vividly recreates the lives and world 
of these often-forgotten peoples from earliest times 
to the early modern age. Their brutal struggle to 
survive on the steppes bred a resilient, pragmatic 
people ever ready to learn from their more 
advanced neighbours. In warfare, they dominated 
the battlefield for over 1,500 years. Under 
charismatic rulers, they could topple empires and 
win their own. This is their story.  

Kenneth Harl is Professor of Classical and Byzantine 
History at Tulane University, New Orleans.  He is 
one of the world’s foremost experts on Steppes 
civilisations, Roman history and numismatics, and 
has written extensively on Greek, Roman, Byzantine 
and Viking culture. The Barbarians will be his first 
full-length narrative history book for the trade. 
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THE LAST ASSASSIN 
The Hunt for the Killers of Julius Caesar 
Peter Stothard 
 

‘It provides a riveting, fast-paced narrative (a political thriller) of 

events so often told from a Parnassus-like view instead of the 

street-level perspective. It superbly conveys the terror of those 

times.’ Professor Greg Woolf author of Rome, an Empire’s 

Story 

 
‘An implacable dictator cannot rest happy until each of his 
father’s many killers is dead. A gripping history for today of 
how the assassins of Julius Caesar fell one-by-one, with ever 

fewer places to hide, before the vengeance of a would-be 
emperor. Peter Stothard is a master of modern writing about 
ancient Rome.’ Mary Beard, author of SPQR 
 
The final years of the Roman republic are usually recounted 

from the top, through the eyes of the big winners and losers: 
Brutus, Mark Antony, Emperor Augustus. But The Last 
Assassin, a thrilling narrative history, will tell the well-known 
history from an exciting new perspective. 

For fourteen years after 44 BC, Cassius of Parma (Cassius 
Parmensis), one of the lesser-known assassins of Julius Caesar, 

watched from the wings as all of his co-conspirators were 
murdered. He was a man of the Roman navy who chose 
every side in the empire's civil wars except the winning one; 
he was a playwright whose work was said to have been stolen 

by and published by the man sent to kill him; he is in the back 
row of the plotters, many of them Caesar's friends, who killed 
to prevent a tyranny. And although he was the most successful 
at evading the future emperor Augustus's revenge, Cassius has 
been little more than a historical footnote - until now. 

In telling the story of Cassius's flight from justice, The Last 
Assassin opens up a fascinating and well-known segment of 

Roman history from a new angle. The Battle of Actium, 
where Cassius fought on the losing side, decided the final civil 
war of the Roman republic - the empire established from 
Augustus' victory lasted until 1453. This book will chart an 

epic turn of history through the eyes of an ordinary man, 
participating in a world-changing sequence of events. It's also a 
gripping story of fear, revenge and survival. 

Peter Stothard was editor of The Times from 1992 to 2002, and 
then the editor of the Times Literary Supplement until his 
retirement in 2016. He is the author of political diaries and 

narrative non-fiction that fuses ancient history and memoir. He 
was knighted for his services to newspapers in 2003.  
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RIVER KINGS 
Catrine Jarmin 
 
One June day late in the eighth century, Norse 
seafarers arrived at the English island of Lindisfarne. 

They waged a savage attack on its unsuspecting abbey, 
and with this, the Age of the Vikings was born. These 
roving pillagers spent the next few hundred years 

raiding and trading a path across Northern and Western 
Europe. 

Except, that’s not quite true. It’s just a convenient place 
to start the story – a story that has seen radical new 

discoveries over the past few years. 

Dr Cat Jarman works on the cutting edge of 

bioarchaeology, using forensic techniques to research 
the paths of Vikings who came to rest in British soil. 
By examining teeth that are now over one thousand 

years old, she can determine childhood diet, and 
thereby where a specimen was likely born. With 
radiocarbon dating, she can ascertain a death date down 

to the range of a few years. 

In 2012, a carnelian bead came into her temporary 
possession. River Kings sees her trace its path back to 
eighth-century Baghdad, discovering along the way 

that the Vikings’ route was far more varied than we 
might think, that with them came people from the 
Middle East, not just Scandinavia, and that the reason 

for all this unexpected integration between the Eastern 
and Western worlds may well have been a slave trade 

running through the Silk Road, and all the way to 
Britain. 

River Kings is a major reassessment of the Vikings, and 
of the medieval world as we know it. 

 

Born in Oslo, Dr Catrine Jarman is Honorary Senior 
Research Associate at the University of Bristol and holds 

a PhD in Bioarchaeology. Her work has been featured 
in the major newspapers and in popular history 
magazines worldwide. She has taken part in 

documentaries for BBC4, History, Discovery, and 
Travel Channel, as well as contributing to several 
podcasts and radio interviews.  
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BERLIN 
The Story of a City 
Barney White-Spunner 
 
Praise for Partition:  
 
‘Barney White-Spunner’s book stands out for its judicious 
and unsparing look at events from a British 
perspective.’ Sunday Times Review 
 
'This book is at its most powerful in its month-by-month 

narrative of how Partition tore apart northern and eastern 
India, with the new state of Pakistan carved out of 
communities who had lived together for the past 
millennium.' BBC History Magazine  
 
There is a particular frisson about Berlin, a combination of 
excitement, anticipation, nervousness and the unexpected. 
Through all its life it has been a city of tensions; geographical 
tensions, religious tensions, political tension and artistic tension. 
Underlying all this was the ethnic tension, between multi-
racial Berliners and the Prussians; Berlin may have been the 
capital of Prussia but it was never a Prussian city. 
 
Few European cities have suffered from war as Berlin has. It has 
been sacked by the Hapsburg armies and the Swedes in the 30 
Years War; by the Austrians and the Russians in the eighteenth 
century; by the French for nearly eight years in the early 
nineteenth century; by the Russians again in 1945 and 
subsequently occupied, more benignly, by the Allied 
Powers from 1945 until 1994.   
 
All this leads to one of the greatest enigmas of the twentieth 
century. How could a people as civilised, ordered and religious as 
the Germans support first a Kaiser and then the Nazis in inflicting 
such misery on Europe?  

 
In unwrapping the story of Berlin it is possible to find at least a 
partial answer to this puzzling question which lies partially in the 
unique, curiously un-Germanic tradition of its capital city. 

Sir Barney White-Spunner is a former regular soldier whose 
military career culminated as Commander of the British 
Field Army. He has written extensively on rural affairs and 
military history. Knighted in 2011, he is also an Honorary 
Legionnaire in the French Foreign Legion, a Member of 
the United States Order of Merit and holds the Knights 
Cross of Hungary.  Married, with three children, he lives in 
Dorset.   
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OUT OF THE ASHES 
The Miraculous Story of Germany and Japan’s 
Meteoric Rise to Power After 1945 
Ray Stokes 
 
Summer 1945. Germany and Japan lay defeated and 

prostrate, their cities destroyed, their populations 
decimated, and their economies in tatters. Yet, within a 
decade, both countries were economically, industrially, 

and technologically resurgent. By 1960, in fact, the 
recently formed Federal Republic of Germany boasted 

the second largest economy in the capitalist world, 
while Japan ranked fifth. Both, moreover, had 
completed the journey from pariah to loyal ally of the 

world’s political, economic, and technological leader, 
the United States, a relationship that remained 
fundamental in the decades that followed as they 

retained – and in Japan’s case substantially improved – 
their position among the world’s dominant economies 
into the 21st century.  

 
Out of the Ashes tells the story of this remarkable 
transformation. Today, Germany and Japan are objects 

of widespread admiration, considerable envy, and 
sometimes visceral hatred. Their history since 1945, 
told together for the first time in Out of the Ashes, 
suggests ways in which other countries that, like them, 
face unabated globalization and the challenges that 
come with it, might emulate their extensive successes 

while at the same time avoiding their deep and 
sometimes highly troubling foibles.  

Raymond G. Stokes is a Professor of Business 
History at the University of Glasgow. One of the 
world’s foremost experts on the political economy of 
business and technology in Germany and Japan, he is 
the author of nine books to date. Out of the Ashes 
will be his first full-length narrative history book 
written for the trade. 
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AN ELEPHANT IN ROME  
Bernini, the Pope and the Making of the Eternal City  

Loyd Grossman  
 

By 1650 the spiritual and political power of the Catholic 
Church was shattered. Thanks to the twin blows of the 

Protestant Reformation and the Thirty Years War, Rome, 
celebrated both as the Eternal City and Caput Mundi – the 
head of the world – had lost its pre-eminent place in Europe.  
 

Then a new Pope, Alexander VII, fired with religious zeal, 
political guile and a mania for building, determined to restore 
the prestige of his church by making Rome the must-visit 
destination for Europe’s intellectual, political and cultural elite. 

To help him do so, he enlisted the talents of Gianlorenzo 
Bernini, already celebrated as the most important living artist: 
no mean feat in the age of Rubens, Rembrandt and Velazquez.  
 
Together, Alexander VII and Bernini made the greatest artistic 

double act in history inventing the concept of soft power and 
the bucket list destination. Bernini and Alexander’s creation of 
Baroque Rome as a city more beautiful and grander than since 
the days of the Emperor Augustus continues to delight and 

attract.  
 
Loyd Grossman’s love of Rome was kindled by his first 
encounter with the enigmatic and strangely beautiful 

monument to this relationship between artist and pope: the 
elephant carrying on obelisk outside Santa Maria Sopra 
Minerva, just behind the Pantheon. With the elephant as his 
starting point, his book teases out all the intertwined strands of 

history, power and art that make up the Baroque.  
 
An Elephant in Rome is a book for those who love the endless 
fascination of the Eternal City and want a deeper and more 
entertaining tale of how it came to be.  

Loyd Grossman OBE is a Journalist, Writer, Broadcaster and 
a prominent media figure nationally and internationally. Loyd 
started his career in the media as a journalist. He was Design 
Editor for Harpers & Queen and Contributing Editor to The 
Sunday Times. He has since presented, written or produced 
many popular programmes including Masterchef, Through 
the Keyhole, The Dog’s Tale, a documentary series praised by 
America’s TV Guide as ‘an amazing display of insight and 
excellence…one of the best series on animals yet made for 
television” and many more.  
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PRIVACY IS POWER 
Reclaiming Democracy in the Digital Age  

Carissa Véliz 
 
The data economy, and the ubiquitous surveillance on 
which it feeds, took us by surprise. Tech companies did not 
inform users of how our data was being used, much less ask 
for our permission. They didn’t ask our governments either. 
There were no laws to regulate the data trail left behind by 
unsuspecting citizens as we went about our business in an 
increasingly digital world. By the time we realised it was 
happening, the surveillance architecture was already in 
place. 
 
It’s too late to prevent the data economy from developing 
in the first place—but it’s not too late to reclaim our 
privacy, and with it, democracy. Our civil liberties are at 
stake. The decisions we make about privacy today and in 
the coming years will shape the history of humanity for 
decades to come. Societal choices about privacy will 
influence how political campaigns are run, how 
corporations earn their keep, the power that governments 
and private businesses may wield, the advancement of 
medicine, the risks we are exposed to, and, not least, 
whether our rights are respected as we go about our daily 
lives. 
 
Privacy is Power takes as its point of departure a simple 
idea: privacy is power. It then follows a simple narrative: 
digital tech has taken away our power by stealing our 
personal data. It ends with a simple proposal: to reclaim our 
power, and democracy, we must reclaim our privacy. Of 
course, the problems arising from the data economy are not 
simple— and neither is the solution. The details are 
complicated. But the overarching account is straightforward.  
 
 

Carissa Véliz is a Research Fellow at the Uehiro Centre 
for Practical Ethics, the Wellcome Centre for Ethics and 

Humanities, and Christ Church at the University of 
Oxford. She is also the Director of a research project on 
Data, Privacy, and the Individual at the Center for the 

Governance of Change at the IE Business School in 
Madrid.  
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SENTIENT 

Unleash Your Inner Menagerie 
Jackie Higgins  
 

Aristotle first proposed our five fundamental senses - sight, 
smell, taste, hearing and touch - over two millennia ago in 

his treatise De Anima and the notion has persisted, 

through Shakespeare's 'five wits', to today.  This near-
universal belief occurs across almost all cultures, in 

everyday conversation and scientific literature. Yet 

modern science is not simply splintering the known senses 
into finer subdivisions but also uncovering novel and 

surprising ones at work within us.  The 'Sixth Sense' - 

once confined to the realms of pseudoscience with tales of 
telepathy or extra-sensory perception - is now considered 

scientific fact and moreover, joined by a seventh, an 
eighth, indeed as many as twenty-five distinct senses. 

 

Sentient explores the myriad ways we sense and make 
sense of reality, through our animal relatives. We share an 

evolutionary heritage with every creature that leaps, 

ambles, shimmies, swims or slithers on this planet. 
Through their eyes, ears, skin, tongues, noses and more, 

we embark on a journey to discover how we sense the 

world. Through them, we come to a deeper 
understanding of what it means to be human, but we also 

discover the untold story of a scientific revolution 

underway in the field of human perception.  
 

Gathering twenty-five zoological curiosities from land, air, 
sea and all corners of the globe, Sentient explores the 

parallel dimension beneath our awareness, where our 

evolutionary heritage enables us to subconsciously sense 
our environment in ways we never knew possible.  

Jackie Higgins grew up by the sea in Cornwall and has 

always been fascinated by the natural world.  She read 
Zoology at Oxford, as a student of Richard Dawkins.  She 

then worked on the ground-breaking BBC series 

Supersense revealing the world from an animal's perspective 
for the first time. She worked at Oxford Scientific Films for 

a decade, making wildlife films for the BBC, National 
Geographic and The Discovery Channel, and at the BBC 
Science Department making documentaries.  
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THE SECRET LIFE OF THE SAVOY 
How the D’Oyly Cartes brought Luxury to London 
Olivia Williams 
 
Praise for Olivia Williams: 
 
‘Highly entertaining...the real fun of this book is in the pacy, gleeful 
anecdotes and quotes.’ The Telegraph 
 
‘A light and engaging read.’ The Times 

 
In 1889, Victorian theatre impresario Richard D'Oyly Carte 
opened The Savoy, Britain's first luxury hotel. Allowing the 
rich to live like royalty, it attracted glamour, scandal and a cast 
of eccentric characters, with the D'Oyly Carte family elevated 
to a unique vantage point on high society. 
 
The Secret Life of the Savoy will tell their story through three 
generations: Richard (a showman who made his fortune from 
the Gilbert and Sullivan operas), Rupert (who expanded the 
D’Oyly Carte empire through two world wars and the roaring 
twenties), and Bridget (the reluctant heiress and the last of the 
family line).  
 
In this, the first biography of the family, Olivia Williams 
revives their extraordinary cultural legacy, told through the 
prism of their iconic hotel and its many distinguished guests. 

Olivia Williams is a journalist and author. She graduated 
with a scholarship and a master’s degree in modern history 

from Oxford University. In her final year she won a 
Rupert Murdoch student scholarship before working as a 
graduate trainee at the Daily Mail.  She wrote her first 

book Gin Glorious Gin: How Mother’s Ruin Became the 
Spirit of London. As a result of her cultural history of gin 
she has been a guest on Radio 4, Bloomberg, Sky Arts and 

CBS News. She often contributes to The Economist.com, 
Country Life, House & Garden, and the Evening 

Standard, and was shortlisted for the 2016 Richard 
Beeston bursary for foreign news reporting.  
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LIFEBOAT 

How Nature Keeps Us Alive 
Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson 
 

The second book by internationally bestselling 
author of Extraordinary Insects. 

 
We would not be able to survive without the 
miraculous functions that the natural world around 
us performs constantly, most of which we are 
unaware of. Trees clean air and water, hoverflies and 
bees pollinate our crops, and the tiny kingfisher 
inspired the construction of high-speed trains, to 
name a few. 
 
In this book, Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson will explain 
how closely we are all connected with nature, 
highlighting the connections between nature’s finely 
knit system and our everyday lives. At the heart of 
the narrative is ‘Nature’s Life-Support System,’ a 
collective term that describes all the goods and 
services we receive from nature – like food, fresh 
water, medicine, pollination, pollution control, 
carbon sequestration, erosion prevention, recreation, 
spiritual health and more. 

Anne Sverdrup-Thygeson is a professor at the 
Norwegian University of Life Sciences (NMBU) in 
Ås, Norway, as well as a scientific advisor for The 
Norwegian Institute for Nature Research (NINA). 
She has a Doctorate degree in conservation biology 
and lectures on nature management, forest 
biodiversity, and insect ecology. Her first book, 
Extraordinary Insects was published in 2018, to great 
critical and commercial success. 
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THE NEW LONG LIFE 

Lynda Gratton & Andrew Scott 
 

A practical guide to how we can flourish as longevity and 
technology change our world, from the internationally 
bestselling authors of The 100-Year Life. 

Smart new technologies. Longer, healthier lives. Human 
progress has risen to great heights, but at the same time it has 
prompted anxiety about where we're heading. Are our jobs 
under threat? If we live to 100, will we ever really stop 
working? And how will this change the way we love, 
manage and learn from others? 

One thing is clear: advances in technology have not been 
matched by the necessary innovation to our social structures. 
In our era of unprecedented change, we haven't yet 
discovered new ways of living. 

Drawing from the fields of economics and psychology, 
Andrew J Scott and Lynda Gratton offer a simple framework 
based on three fundamental principles (Narrate, Explore and 
Relate) to give you the tools to navigate the challenges 
ahead. Both a personal road-map and a primer for 
governments, corporations and colleges, The New Long 
Life is the essential guide to a longer, smarter, happier life. 

Lynda and Andrew are both professors at London Business 
School.  
 

Lynda is a professor in Organizational Behavior, she serves as a 
steward of the World Economic Forum and in 2017 was 
appointed to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s council on social 
change. She created the Future of Work Consortium ten years 

ago with more than 100 corporate members, and her ‘Future of 
Work’ elective is one of the top rated electives at the school.  
 
Andrew is a professor in Economics and a Fellow of All Souls, 

Oxford University and the Centre for Economic Policy 
Research. He has been an advisor on Monetary Policy to the 
House of Commons Treasury Select Committee and to Chief 
Economists at both the Bank of England (on monetary policy) 

and H.M.Treasury (on fiscal policy and debt management) and 
Economic Advisor to the Prime Minister of Mauritius between 
2007 and 2015.  
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH ECONOMICS 
A Guide for the Perplexed 
Robert Skidelsky 
 

"Robert Skidelsky has written the book that anyone who wants to 
learn economics--and anyone who thinks that they know 
economics--should read." Meghnad Desai, author of Hubris: Why 
Economists Failed to Predict the Crisis and How to Avoid the Next 
One 
 
"This is a cogent and highly readable exposure of economics as a 
discourse, often free from the constraints of history and politics, and 
therefore free to inhabit an imaginary world underpinned by the 
seductive verities of logic and mathematics. It also helps to explain 
why 2008 took the whole world by surprise." Gareth Stedman 
Jones, author of An End to Poverty? 
 
"Skidelsky gives a wonderfully readable, compelling and 
compassionate account of where economics goes wrong. This is an 
urgent message for all sides to hear." Nancy Cartwright, Professor of 
Philosophy, Durham University 
 

This insightful book looks at how mainstream economics’ 
quest for scientific certainty has led to a narrowing of vision 
and a convergence on an orthodoxy that is unhealthy for the 
field, not to mention the societies which base policy 
decisions on the advice of flawed economic models. Noted 
economic thinker Robert Skidelsky explains the 
circumstances that have brought about this constriction and 
proposes an approach to economics which includes 
philosophy, history, sociology, and politics.  
 
Skidelsky’s clearly written and compelling critique takes aim 
at the way that economics is taught in today’s universities, 
where a focus on modelling leaves students ill-equipped to 
grapple with what is important and true about human life. 
He argues for a return to the ideal set out by John Maynard 
Keynes that the economist must be a ‘mathematician, 
historian, statesman, [and] philosopher’ in equal measure. 

Robert Skidelsky is emeritus professor of political economy at 
the University of Warwick. He is the author of many books, 
including Money and Government: The Past and Future of 
Economics. He lives in London.  
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IDENTITY, IGNORANCE, INNOVATION  
Matthew D’Ancona 
 
Praise for Post-Truth:  
 
‘It's officially BRILLIANT. And badly needed.’ Emily 

Maitlis 
 
‘D’Ancona’s punchy polemic asks questions that are 

urgently topical and undeniably important.’ The 
Guardian 

 
 
This book will be a deliberately provocative 

intervention in a global debate that has been paralysed 
by the continued use of out-dated categories of political 
analysis. 

  
It will propose a new way of understanding the 
pathologies and crises of developed societies in the early 

21st Century – and plot a way forward. 
  
It will challenge the weary assumptions of Left and 

Right with equal vigour. 
  
It is intended to be a call to arms in an age of political 

extremism, lazy populism and democratic torpor.  

Matthew d’Ancona is a British journalist and award-
winning political columnist who writes a weekly column 

for the Guardian. He was Deputy Editor The Sunday 
Telegraph before becoming editor of The Spectator in 
2006. During his editorship, the magazine enjoyed 

record circulation and he was named Editor of the Year 
(Current Affairs) in the 2007 BSME awards.  
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THE LIE DETECTIVE 

Alex O’Brien 
 
We think we won’t be fooled again. And yet we are, 
time after time. Advertisers lure us into buying their 
wares. Politicians seduce us with promises and fake 
news. Even our closest friends – often unconsciously – 
are constantly manipulating us. How do they manage it? 
Why are we so vulnerable? 
 
A lie has no power by it’s mere utterance. Its power 
emerges when someone agrees to believe the lie. As we 

enter life in a culture of lies, fake news and alternative 
facts it matters even more that we learn how to tell 
truth from fiction. 

 
In The Lie Detective science journalist and keen poker 
player Alex O’Brien looks at how the experts navigate 

their way through a world of deception. Combining 
evidence from psychological research and a range of 
professionals – from FBI agents and behavioural 

economists to poker aces and bounty hunters – she 
assembles strategies we can all use to analyse the 

information that surrounds us every day. 
 
 

Alex O’Brien is a London based science writer. Her 
work has appeared in The Guardian, Scientific 
American, Discover Magazine, Medium, The Huffington 
Post, Gizmodo, Delayed Gratification, The Long&Short 
and other publications.  She was shortlisted for Best 

Newcomer in 2016 by the Association of British Science 
Writers and is also co-founder of EquationX - A series of 
science related leadership events hosting talks and 

debates.   
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HOPE IN HELL 
A Decade to Confront the Climate Emergency 
Jonathon Porritt 
 

Climate change is the defining issue of our time - we know, 
beyond reasonable doubt, what that science now tells us. 
Just as climate change is accelerating, so too must we – 
summoning up a greater sense of urgency, courage and 
shared endeavour than humankind has ever seen before.  
  
The Age of Climate Change is an age of superlatives: most 

extreme this, biggest that, most costly ever. The impacts 
worsen every year, played out in people’s backyards and 
communities, and more and more people around the world 
now realise this is going to be a massive challenge for the 
rest of their lives. In Hope in Hell, Porritt confronts that 
dilemma head on. He believes we have time to do what 
needs to be done, but only if we move now – and move 
together. In this ultimately optimistic book, he explores all 
these reasons to be hopeful: new technology; the power of 
innovation; the mobilisation of young people – and a sense 
of intergenerational solidarity as older generations come to 
understand their own obligation to secure a safer world for 
their children and grandchildren.   

Jonathon Porritt, Co-Founder of Forum for the Future, is an 
eminent writer, broadcaster and campaigner on sustainable 
development. Established in 1996, Forum for the Future is 
now the UK’s leading sustainable development charity, with 
70 staff and over 100 partner organisations, including some 
of the world’s leading companies.  
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NO MORE RUBBISH EXCUSES 

How to Reduce your Waste and Why you 
Must Do it Now 

Martin Dorey 
 
‘One of the best new books on eco-living.' Sunday Times 
 
Litter on our streets, plastics in our seas, overflowing 
landfill, fatbergs... Do you know where your rubbish ends 
up? 
 
We are all responsible for the waste we make and we can 
make simple changes to live more planet-friendly lives. 
 
Expert environmental campaigner Martin Dorey looks at 
what we recycle, what we bin, what we take to the tip - 
plastics, food, clothing, electricals and furniture - where it 
goes and what it really does to our planet. 
 
Martin offers simple, impactful ways – #2minutesolutions – 
to cut down your waste and why they make a big 
difference. 
 
You can help save the planet. It only takes 2 minutes.  

 

Martin is a writer, surfer and beach lover. He founded 
the Beach Clean Network with Tab Parry in 2009 and 

started the #2minutebeachclean in 2013. It's a simple, 
effective idea - pick up beach litter for 2 minutes, bag it, 
tag it, bin it - and the mission has been taken up by 

thousands of people around the world. Martin is also the 
author of the bestselling series The Camper Van 
Cookbook, The Camper Van Bible and The Camper 
Van Coast. He lives in Bude, Cornwall.  
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WHY WE EAT (TOO MUCH) 

The New Science of Appetite 
Dr Andrew Jenkinson 
 

The Sunday Times bestseller 
 
'Articulate, clear, a joy to read, this is a book that really needed 
written.' Joanna Blythman, author of Swallow This. 
 
'Highly persuasive—a radical approach to weight loss' Sunday 
Times  
 
'A compelling look at the science of appetite and 
metabolism' Vogue  
 
‘Will engross anyone who has ever struggled with dieting, but you 
don't have to want to lose weight to read it ... If you do this 
then 2020 might be the year that you learn to understand your 
body.’ Telegraph Weekend  
 
A practical, accessible guide to understanding the diet myth and 
the secret to lasting weight loss. 

For over two decades, weight loss surgeon Dr Andrew 
Jenkinson has treated thousands of people who have 

become trapped in the endless cycle of dieting. Why We 
Eat (Too Much), combines case studies from his practice 
and the new science of metabolism to illuminate how our 
appetite really works. 

Debunking the great myths of the body, and systematically 
explaining why dieting is counter-productive, this 
unflinching book investigates every aspect of nutrition. 
From the difference between good and bad fats to the 
impact of genes and genetic mutation on our weight and 
what happens to our hormones long after a diet ends, Dr 
Jenkinson explores the fields of agriculture, pharma, 
anthropology and medicine to uncover the truth behind our 
bad food habits and the escalating obesity crisis. 

 

Dr. Andrew Jenkinson is a leading bariatric surgeon and 
Senior Consultant in General Surgery at UCL Hospital. As 
well as his work for the NHS, he is head of Bariatric Surgery 
Development at The London Clinic and The Wellington 
private hospitals and runs a regular weight loss clinic in 
Dubai.  He has s travelled the globe presenting his research 
on obesity and teaching bariatric surgery, which he has been 
performing for 15 years.  
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7 THINGS THAT MAKE OR BREAK A 

RELATIONSHIP 
Paul McKenna 
 
Do you want a happy, fulfilling relationship? 

Do you want a wonderful future with your partner? 

Do you want to use the proven scientific principles 
that make relationships work? 

Over the past thirty years, Paul McKenna PhD has 
worked with people facing the biggest challenges in 
life and some of the most successful people in the 
world. Now, in this new book, he is turning to one 
of the most important subjects of all - relationships. 

Drawn from decades of scientific research, the 
system in this book includes downloadable audio 
and video techniques. Everything that Paul 
McKenna would do in personal session with you 
on relationships is in this system. The powerful 
processes provide the answers for anyone who 
wishes they could make their relationships last, and 
wants them to get better and better. It provides 
practical solutions and techniques for personal 
change that open the way to a stronger, loving 
future. 

Sometimes just one significant change can 
transform a relationship. Here, you can learn all 
Seven Things that Make or Break a Relationship. 

Over the past thirty years, Paul McKenna, Ph.D. has 
helped millions of people successfully lose weight, quit 

smoking, overcome insomnia, eliminate stress, and 
increase self-confidence. He is Britain's bestselling non-
fiction author, having sold 10 million books in the last 

10 years, and his TV shows and live appearances have 
been watched and attended by hundreds of millions of 
people in 42 countries around the world.  
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IN PRAISE OF WILDER LIVES 

An Anti-Self-Help Manifesto 
Marian Donner 
 
‘A cry for more messiness and less career ambition in 
which Donner sympathizes with the loser: those who 
can’t keep up, who diverge from the norm, they too, 
represent an important value.’ Het Parool 
 

The self-help industry is one of today’s biggest global 

industries. We are being bombarded with books, 
YouTube videos and TED Talks which tell us how to 

be healthier, happier, skinnier or more successful. If we 
just tidy up our homes, meditate, regard failure as a 

lesson and see problems as challenges, live in the 
moment and don’t give a f***, we will be alright. We 
believe it and buy into it. Meanwhile, more and more 

people are suffering from depression, anxiety disorders 
and burn-out. Why? Because we continue to believe 
that there is something wrong with us, that we are the 

ones who are supposed to change. But what if self-help 
is not a medicine, but part of the disease?  
 

In this powerful and vital manifesto, Marian Donner 
shows us the dangers of self-help and explores what we 
are losing by wanting to be the best versions of 

ourselves.   
 

Marian Donner graduated in Psychology with a thesis on the 
nature of love and passion. After she graduated, she got a good 
job with a big political party and later with an NGO. She 
earned a lot of money, but getting up early, working nine to 
five, the endless number of meetings, thinking in unique 
selling points, it just wasn’t for her. She replied to an advert 
for a job as a receptionist at an escort agency in Amsterdam 
and was offered the job the following day. It changed her 
view of the world. Marian currently writes for De Groene 
Amsterdammer, NRC Handelsblad and nrc.next, and wrote 
two novels. She lives in Amsterdam with her partner and her 
three-year-old son.  



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Kate Evans 
 
Publisher: Quadrille 
 
Editor: Susannah Otter  
 
Publication date: May 2020 
 
Rights sold: 

Russian (Alpina) 

 

 

 

F*CK BEING HUMBLE 
Stefanie Sword-Williams  
 

Take control of your career and reach your goals with this 
concise, timely and indispensable guide, from the founder 

of F*ck Being Humble.  

 
We don’t work in the same world that our parents did. 

The days of steadily climbing a well-defined career ladder, 

trusting that hard work will be recognised, and sticking to 
the rules will be repaid are behind us. We’ve been left 

scrambling for a skill set that reflects the reality of our 

working lives.   
 

Standing out on our own terms has never been more 

important and yet we still feel that self-promotion is 
taboo. Intended to provoke and challenge, F*ck Being 
Humble questions the wisdom of waiting for others to 
identify our best qualities. It will teach you to define what 

really matters to you and provides practical, actionable 

advice on every previously cringe-worthy element of 
crafting a career, and a life, that works for you.  

 

From finding the confidence to break out of a rut to 
networking without a fear of sounding stupid, 

demystifying the conversation around money to pitching 

yourself while still being yourself, F*ck Being Humble is 
the go-to guide to help you identify what makes you 

unique and how you can make the most of it. 

 
Whether you’re just starting your career or have 20 years 

under your belt, this essential book will give you the 
confidence and clarity to stop fearing self-promotion and 

start owning your life. 

An advertising Account Director and the founder of F*ck Being 
Humble website and consultancy, Stefanie Sword-Williams has 
refined her method of imparting self-worth and self-promotion 
skills whilst giving talks at industry panels and events. She has been 
commissioned by Google, Warner Music, Unilever, Cannes Lions 
and Bumble amongst others to run workshops and talks. She has 
recently been named as one The Dots's 'Creative Trailblazers', 
identified as one of the 100 women redefining the creative 
industries.  
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IN THEIR SHOES 

Jamie Windust 
 

A fun and feisty guide to living your best non-binary 
life, written by a rising star in the trans community. 
  
There is no one way to be non-binary, and 
that's  truthfully one of the best things about it. It's 
an identity that is yours to shape. 

Combining light-hearted anecdotes with their own 
hard-won wisdom, Jamie Windust explores 
everything from fashion, dating, relationships and 
family, through to mental health, work and future 
key debates. From trying on clothes in secret to 
iconic looks, first dates to polyamorous liaisons, 
passports to pronouns, Jamie shows you how to 
navigate the world and your evolving identity in 
every type of situation. 

Frank, funny, and brilliantly feisty, this must-read 
book is a call to arms for non-binary self-
acceptance, self-appreciation and self-celebration. 

Jamie Windust is an award-winning non-binary writer, 
public speaker and model from London. They have 

written for The Independent, Gay Times, British GQ, 
Cosmopolitan and INTO More, and were named as one 
of London's most influential people, in the story telling 

category, by the Evening Standard. In Their Shoes is 
their first book. 
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A WORLD ABLAZE  
Aanchal Malhotra 

 
In the pre-partitioned Lahore of 1937, ten-year-old Samir Vij locks eyes with eight-year-old Fir-

daus Khan through the rows of perfume bottles in his family’s ittar-shop in Anarkali bazar. It is 
not her eyes that draw her to him, though, but the intoxicating smell of her skin. Firdaus becomes 
an enigma to the perfumer prodigy Samir, and against the struggle for Indian independence, their 
friendship blossoms into love. Their years become defined by books full of pressed leaves, stolen 
glances across a calligrapher’s studio, paper boats made with secret letters, the aroma of tuberose, 
and the balmy, sultry smell of monsoon. 
 

But severed by the violence of Partition just a decade later, home becomes a foreign place, and 
death hangs over every house as Lahore city is destroyed. Suddenly bereft of both lineage and 
land, Samir is forced to flee to Delhi. An undivided land is divided, a heart is carved in two; Samir 
becomes Indian and Firdaus becomes Pakistani. Unable to survive as a refugee in Lahore’s twin 
city, the young perfumer embarks on a journey across the oceans, and in the last British troopship 
to leave Hindustan in 1948, he discovers a secret that does not belong to him. From the battlefields 
of World War One, to the flower fields of Grasse; from 388 letters of love, to a brief and secret 
marriage, Samir Vij traces the story of his perfumed life. 
 
Aanchal Malhotra is a writer, oral historian and artist based in New Delhi. She was shortlisted for 
the 2019 Nayef Al-Rodhan Prize, awarded annually by the British Academy to a non-fiction book 
that promotes global cultural understanding, for her work on the partition of India, Remnants of 
Partition: 21 Objects from a Continent Divided. She studied at the Ontario College of Art and De-
sign University, Toronto, and Concordia University, Montreal, and is also the co-founder of the 
Museum of Material Memory. 
 

Publisher: HarperCollins India, Summer 2021• Editor: Udayan Mitra• material: full manuscript soon to be deliv-

ered • Agent: David Godwin  
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NAMES OF THE WOMEN  
Jeet Thayil 

 
 
Names of the Women is a retelling of the New Testament from the points of view of the women 

whose roles have been suppressed, reduced or erased from the gospels. The novel begins with 
Christ on the cross addressing Mary Magdalene, and, over the course of 24 chapters, tells the sto-
ries of Mary, Herodias, Salomé, Martha of Bethany, Mary of Bethany, Joanna, Assia and Lydia, 
among other figures, both fictional and historical, and it ends with the voice of Mary, mother of 
Christ. This is the story of Christ as seen by the women who played minor parts in the New Testa-
ment, who stayed with him through the crucifixion, when his disciples had abandoned him. 
 
 
Jeet Thayil was born into a Syrian Christian family in Kerala in 1959, and was educated in Jesuit 
schools in Bombay, Hongkong and New York. He worked as a journalist for twenty-three years 
before returning to India to write fiction. His first novel, Narcopolis, was awarded the DSC Prize 
for South Asian Literature and was shortlisted for the Man Booker prize. His five poetry collec-
tions include These Errors Are Correct, which won the Sahitya Akademi Award (India’s National 
Academy of Letters). His music collaborations include the noise quintet Still Dirty, the experi-
mental trio HMT, and the opera Babur in London. His most recent novel is Low, published by Fa-
ber. 
 
Praise for Low: 
 
“A novel of our times . . . Low is beautifully written, intelligent and gripping, and elicits compas-
sion for a character who is pitifully adrift.”  The Spectator 
 
 
 
On submission • Material: full manuscript • Agent: David Godwin  
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BENEATH THE TREES OF EDEN  
Tim Binding 

 
She'd never thought of a motorway before, its strange effect, never appreciated the magnetic pull 

of it, how it emptied you out then filled you up with a sort of nothing. You could be anyone on a 
motorway, whatever you wanted. Alice is just twenty when she becomes involved with Louis, a 
brooding, older man who has spent his life building some of the first motorways to stretch across 
the landscapes of England. With a child on the way, the couple set off on the road together, deter-
mined to carve out a life for themselves off the beaten track. 
 

But as their son grows older, he begins to question his parents' philosophy and the sacrifices they 
make in order to live on their own terms. Caught between the draw of the past and a dream of new 
community, their fates are transformed by chance encounters, patterns unfolding like lines across a 
map. Told in searing, lyrical prose, Beneath the Trees of Eden is a powerful rumination on the 
possibility for salvation, the people and places we find ourselves tethered to, and the things that 
get left behind. 
 

Tim Binding is the acclaimed author of In the Kingdom of Air, A Perfect Execution, Island Mad-
ness, On Ilkley Moor, Anthem, Man Overboard, and The Champion, and the children’s book Syl-
vie and the Songman. He lives in Kent with his wife and daughter. 
 

Praise for ‘an Overboard’: 

“Binding's performance displays something close to perfect pitch ... A tremendous empathetic 

achievement - and vastly entertaining”  

 

 

Publisher: Bloomsbury (UK&Comm inc Canada & foreign rights), August 2020 •  Editor: Alexis Kirshbaum • 

material: full text • Agent: David Godwin 
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BLACK RIVER  
Nilanjana Roy 

 

The novel opens with a double murder. However it is the death of Munia, strung up on a noose, 

that shatters the lives of the villagers of Naya Manger, a small village on the outskirts of Delhi. 

The search for the murderer is led by Chand, her father and sets him on a dangerous search for 

justice. 

Black River is a wild journey into worlds turned turbulent. This is a gripping, unforgettable por-

trait of a city,a country caught in a time of greed and change, and a crime which challenges the 

very fabric of Indian society.  

Nilanjana S Roy spent much of the last four years exploring Delhi and its river on long walks and 
drives around the NCR. Black River grew out of these forays, and out of her years of reporting on 
gender for the New York Times. She is the author of The Wildings and The Hundred Names of 
Darkness. She writes on books, life and the arts for The Financial Times. Black River is her first 
novel for adults; she is working on another novel set in similar territory. 
 

 “A stylish, bloody, literary addition, set in India and already a considerable critical success there. 
Rich in cat telepathy and shuddery feral madness.” Guardian 
 

“Nilanjana Roy's stories are a delight to read”  Salman Rushdie 

 

Publisher: Penguin India • Editor: Manasi Subramaniam •  Material: full manuscript soon to be delivered • Agent: 

David Godwin 
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OONA OUT OF ORDER  
Margarita Montimore 

 
If you knew your future, would you change your past? 
 

Brooklyn, 1982. Oona Lockhart is about to celebrate her 19th birthday and ring in the New Year. 

But at the stroke of midnight, she is torn from her friends and boyfriend, finding herself in her fif-
ty-one-year-old body, thirty-two years into the future. Greeted by a friendly stranger, Oona learns 
that on every birthday she will enter a different year of her adult life at random. Still a young 
woman on the inside, but ever changing on the outside, who will she be next year? Wealthy 
philanthropist? Nineties Club Kid? World traveller? Wife to a man she's never met? 
 
While Oona gets glimpses of the future and thinks she knows what's to come, living a normal life 
is challenging. As she struggles between fighting her fate and accepting it, Oona must learn to 
navigate a life that's out of order - but is it broken? 
 
Margarita Montimore's whip-smart debut is an uplifting joyride through an ever-changing world 
that shows us the endurance of love, the timelessness of family and what it means to truly live in 
the moment. 
 
After receiving a BFA in Creative Writing from Emerson College, Margarita Montimore worked 
for over a decade in publishing and social media before deciding to focus on the writing dream full
-time. She lives in New Jersey with her husband and dog. 
 
 
“ Oona Out of Order is beautiful and heartbreaking, a novel about the nature of time and how life 
marches on, that you simply must read.” PopSugar 
 

 

Publisher: Flatiron (US), Gollancz (UK), February 2020 • US Editor: Caroline Bleeke, UK Editor: Rachel Winter-
bottom • Film: Spyglass Media • Agent: Philippa Sitters • Rights sold: Sinbad (Russia) 
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AZADI: FREEDOM, FASCIM,  FICTION  
Arundhati Roy 

 
 
The chant of 'Azadi!' - Urdu for 'Freedom!' - is the slogan of those oppressed by the ongoing and 

violent conflict in Kashmir. Ironically it has also become the chant of millions on the streets of 
India under the banner of Hindu Nationalism. What lies between these two calls for freedom? A 
chasm or a bridge? 
 

In this series of penetrating essays on politics and literature, Arundhati Roy examines this ques-
tion, challenging us to reflect on the meaning of freedom in a world of growing authoritarianism. 
Azadi, she warns, hangs in the balance for us all. 
 

Arundhati Roy is the author of The God of Small Things, which won the Booker Prize in 1997 
and has been translated into more than forty languages, and The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, 
which was long-listed for the Man Booker Prize 2017. Roy has also published several works of 
non-fiction, including The Algebra of Infinite Justice, Listening to Grasshoppers and Broken Re-
public. She lives in Delhi.  

  
 “Arundhati Roy is one of the most confident and original thinkers of our time.” Naomi Klein 

 
UK publisher: Hamish Hamilton, US publisher: Haymarket, September 2020 • UK Editor: Simon Prosser, US edi-

tor Anthony Arnove • Material: full manuscript • Agent: David Godwin • Rights sold: Penguin Canada, Penguin 

India  
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HANDS OF TIME:  
A HISTORY OF HOROLOGY IN SEVEN  

WATCHES  
Dr Rebecca Struthers 

 
An exploration of history, science, art, and craft told through the prism of one the most culturally 

significant objects in modern history: the watch. 
 
From the first watches emerging out of the Black Forest at the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
to the early Dutch forgeries that paved the way for the global industry as we know it today, to the 
author’s own contemporary work; Hands of Time will take the reader on a journey through history 
in the exploration of a single object. Written by a practising watchmaker, it takes you through the 
eyes and hands of the author handling and studying each object in detail. A fusion of both art and 
science; horology is a vast subject which translates to mean the ‘study of time’. Hands of Time 
will go further still, told through the narrative of the author’s personal memoir, it will explore the 
world these objects existed in and the impact they had on the people who shared their lives with 
them.  
 
Rebecca Struthers is the most relevantly qualified watchmaker in British history, becoming the 
first practitioner in her field to earn a PhD in the subject.  A multi-award-winning watchmaker, 
designer, and, historian; Struthers co-founded her own workshop at the age of 26 in collaboration 
with her husband and fellow watchmaker Craig in 2012. Rebecca Struthers is a Fellow of the Brit-
ish Horological institute, Royal Society of Arts, and a member of the All-Party Parliamentary 
Group for Craft.  
 
 
 
 
UK publisher: Hodder & Stoughton,  US publisher: Harper, Spring 2022 • UK Editor: Kirty Topiwala, US editor 
Sarah Haugan • Agent: Kirsty McLachlan • Rights sold: Garzanti (Italy), Penguin Verlag (Germany)  
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OUR BODIES, THEIR BATTLEFIELD:  
WHAT WAR DOES TO WOMEN 

Christina Lamb 
 

Christina Lamb has worked in war and combat zones for over thirty years. In Our Bodies, Their 
Battlefield she gives voice to the women of conflicts, exposing how in today’s warfare, rape is 
used by armies, terrorists and militias as a weapon to humiliate, oppress and carry out ethnic 
cleansing. 
 
Speaking to survivors first-hand, Lamb encounters the suffering and bravery of women in war and 
meets those fighting for justice. From Southeast Asia where ‘comfort women’ were enslaved by 
the Japanese during World War Two and the Rwandan genocide, when an estimated quarter of a 
million women were raped, to the Yazidi women and children of today who witnessed the mass 
murder of their families before being enslaved by ISIS.  
 
Along the way Lamb uncovers incredible stories of heroism and resistance, including the Bosnian 
women who have hunted down more than a hundred war criminals, the Aleppo beekeeper rescuing 
Yazidis and the Congolese doctor who has risked his life to treat more rape victims than anyone 
else on earth. Rape may be as old as war but it is a preventable crime. Bearing witness does not 
guarantee it won’t happen again, but it can take away any excuse that the world simply didn’t 
know. 
 
“Quite literally the most powerful and disturbing book that I have ever read.” Antony Beevor 

“A wake-up call to the magnitude and horrors of rape in war - the word’s most neglected war 
crime. These women’s stories will make you weep and then rage at the world’s indifference.” 
Amal Clooney 
 
 
UK publisher: William Collins, US publisher Scribner, March 2020 • Editor: Arabella Pike, Publication • Material: 
pdf • Agent:  David Godwin • Rights sold: Companhia das Letras (Brazil), Profil (Croatia), HarperCollins 
(France), Penguin Verlag (Germany), Ambo Anthos (The Netherlands), Pax (Norway), Natur & Kultur (Sweden) 

75 



 

 

HIMALAYA:  
A HUMAN HISTORY 

Ed Douglas 
 

This is the first major history of the Himalaya: an epic story of peoples, cultures and adventures 

among the world’s highest mountains. Spanning millennia, from its earliest inhabitants to the pre-
sent conflicts over Tibet and Everest, Himalaya is a soaring account of resilience and conquest, 
discovery and plunder, oppression and enlightenment at the ‘roof of the world’. 
 

From all around the globe, the unique and astonishing geography of the Himalaya has attracted 
those in search of spiritual and literal elevation: pilgrims, adventurers and mountaineers seeking to 
test themselves among the world’s most spectacular and challenging peaks. But far from being 
wild and barren, the Himalaya has throughout the ages been home to an astonishing diversity of 
indigenous and local cultures, as well as a crossroads for trade, and a meeting point and conflict 
zone for the world’s superpowers. Here Jesuit missionaries exchanged technologies with Tibetan 
Lamas, Mongol Khans employed Nepali craftsmen, Armenian merchants exchanged musk and 
gold with Mughals. Here too the East India Company grappled for dominance with China’s em-
perors, independent India has been locked in conflict with Mao’s Communists and their succes-
sors, and the ideological confrontation of the Cold War is now being buried beneath mass tourism 
and ecological transformation.  
 
Himalaya is a panoramic, character-driven history on the grandest but also the most human scale, 
by far the most comprehensive yet written, encompassing geology and genetics, botany and art, 
and bursting with stories of courage and resourcefulness.  
 

Ed Douglas is a writer and journalist with a passion for the wilder corners of the natural world. A 

former editor of the Alpine Journal, a columnist for Climber and The Guardian, Ed is an enthusi-

astic amateur climber and mountain traveller, with a particular interest in the Himalaya. 

 
UK publisher: Bodley Head, August 2020 • Editor: Will Hammond • Material: full edited manuscript • Agent: 
David Godwin • Rights sold: DVA (Germany)  
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THE CAMBRIDGE CODE:  
ONE SIMPLE TEST TO UNCOVER WHO YOU 

ARE  
Dr Curly Moloney & Dr Emma Loveridge 

 
Improve your life, work, relationships and wellbeing with The Cambridge Code. This book pro-
vides unprecedented insight into your psychological profile, your innate preferences and traits. In 
clear, easy-to-follow language, it allows you to understand the unconscious code that makes you 
who you are.  
 

Until now, the only way to access a meaningful understanding of the subconscious brain was the 
equivalent of hours of one-on-one therapy with a top-quality psychologist. Developed by Dr Em-
ma Loveridge and Dr Curly Moloney along with a team of doctors and researchers from Cam-
bridge University, The Cambridge Code is a guide that includes exclusive access to a thirty-
minute quiz beyond the reach of established psychological measurement, providing you with an 
instantaneous profile of your subconscious; the DNA of your mind. The results of the test reveal 
unconscious drivers that shape daily thoughts, reactions, desires and choices and are divided into 
ten key brain areas, from the competitive and rebellious brain, to the gracious and analytical brain. 
This newfound self-knowledge, aided by the step-by-step analysis throughout the book, will allow 
you to focus on the areas that may need improvement or support, from work to family and rela-
tionships. 
 

Dr Curly Moloney MA, Psychological Sciences, MD BChir is a qualified Doctor of Medicine and 

Bachelor of Surgery. After graduating from Oxford and Cambridge, she joined the commercial 

world, founding Moloney Search in 1994. Dr Emma Loveridge, PhD, Ma, FRGS is a leading psy-

chotherapist who works in NHS settings as well as with private clients. She is the founder and di-

rector of Rafan House, a member of the Tavistock Society of Psychotherapists (TSP) and the Brit-

ish Psychoanalytic Council (BPC). 

 
UK publisher: Bluebird,  June 2020 • Editor: Carole Tonkinson • Material: full edited manuscript • Agent: David 
Godwin • Rights sold: Unieboek Spectrum (Holland), Ast (Russia), Roca (Spain), Rizzoli (Italy) 
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HUB OF THE WORLD:  
HOW MODERN LIFE WAS INVENTED IN  

ANTWERP  
Michael Pye 

 
This is a book about a lost city, even though there’s a city with the same name still standing in the 

same place and still rich: the search for the hidden story of the great port of Antwerp. Before the 
Spanish took it back in 1585 and turned it into the familiar, orderly city of Rubens, Antwerp was 
risky, scandalous and the hub of the whole known world. Trade routes crossed there bringing spice 
and diamonds across the newly opened oceans, silver from America and from Germany, wool 
from England.  
 
Information travelled with the goods, so the city served scholars and doctors and spies. It opened a 
new kind of market for art and for the music that filled the streets. Stories of killer bankers and 
savvy prostitutes that gave it a celebrity reputation akin to nineteenth century Paris or twentieth 
century New York: anything could happen there. And yet, it was one inland port in an empire run 
from Spain, with riches that depended on heretic merchants when the Emperor wanted war on 
heresy. Plague haunted the city, and so did fire. It was a fragile place for such a big story: the shift 
in power from a feudal countryside to a new kind of city. Antwerp had no court, no navy, no army 
but for a time it had power in its own right - the new power of money. 
 
Hub of the World shows what it meant to live that kind of grand historical change day by day, deal 
by deal as Antwerp tried to work out how to be a new kind of city: our kind of city.  
 
Michael Pye’s acclaimed The Edge of the World is an international best-seller about the way the 
modern world was born around the North Sea. This is what happened next. 
 

 
UK publisher: Allen Lane, Spring 2021 • Editor: Stuart Proffit • Material: full text soon to be delivered •Agent: 
David Godwin •  Rights sold: De Bezige Bij (The Netherlands) 
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SLEEPING BEAUTIES 
Suzanne O’Sullivan 

 
 

An exploration of different aspects of psychosomatic disorders, mass hysteria, culture bound syn-

dromes (a set of symptoms that exist only within a particular society), using as its starting point a 
particular case of more than 400 migrant children in Sweden who have fallen into a "waking co-
ma”. But why? 
 
Culture bound syndromes are a set of symptoms that exist only within a particular society. Windi-
go is a condition that affects Native Americans. It manifests as a fear that the sufferer has turned 
into a cannibal. Susto is prevalent in Latinos who live in the States. However, within the societies 
in which they exist they are more likely to be regarded as folk illnesses. They are culturally ac-
ceptable ways to express distress. Two questions arise. Who defines psychiatric illness and what 
shapes the way distress is communicated within a society?   
 
Dr Suzanne O'Sullivan has been a consultant in neurology since 2004. She first worked at The 
Royal London Hospital and now works at The National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, 
and for a specialist unit based at the Epilepsy Society. She specializes in the investigation of com-
plex epilepsy and also has an active interest in psychogenic disorders. Suzanne's book about psy-
chosomatic illness, It's All in Your Head (Chatto & Windus/The Other Press 2016) won both the 
Wellcome Book Prize and the Royal Society of Biology Book Prize and was published in over 
fifteen countries. Her second book, Brainstorm, was published to critical acclaim by Chatto & 
Windus.  
 
 
UK publisher: Picador/Pan Macmillan, US publisher: Pantheon, Spring 2021 • UK Editor: Georgina Morley, US 
editor: Dan Frank • Material: full text soon to be delivered • Agent: Kirsty McLachlan • Previous foreign publish-
ers:  Llibres del 9 Angle (Catalan), Hvg Kiadoi (Hungary), Wydawnictwa Uniwesytetu Jagiellonskiego (Poland), 
Eksmo (Russia), Editorial Ariel (Spain),  Business Weekly (Taiwan) 
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THE EX-BOYFRIEND YARD SALE 
Haley McGee  

 
 
 

 
A brilliant study of modern relationships? 
 
An exploration of the value of love? 
 
Or the hilarious memoir of a thirty-something actress? 
 
As Haley unpicks her past relationships through the eight objects she was given by her ex-
boyfriends, she attempts to work out the answer to the eternal question: was it all worth it? She 
wonders if there is a mathematical formula for the cost of love. Haley thinks there may well be. 
The Ex-Boyfriend Yard Sale, will be an exploration as to how and why we ascribe value to our 
things, our relationships and ourselves. It’s a rallying cry for anyone who’s come out of a breakup 
wondering: was the love worth the pain, the time and the lessons learned? What is the real cost of 
love? 
 
Haley McGee is an internationally acclaimed playwright and actress. Originally from Canada she 
is currently living in London. Talks have started for a TV-series. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
UK publisher: Hodder & Stoughton, Spring 2021 • Editor: Hannah Black • Material: edited manuscript soon to be 
delivered • Agent: Kirsty McLachlan • Rights sold: Doubleday Canada 
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