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FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 

 

UK publisher: Faber 

 

UK editor: Lee Brackstone 

 

US publisher: FSG 

 

US editor: Jonathan Galassi 

 

Publication: September 2019 

 

Page Extent: 240 

 

Rights sold: 

Catalan (Edicions 62) 

Dutch (De Bezige Bij) 

French (Sabine Wespieser) 

German (Hoffmann und 

Campe) 

Greek (Klidarithmos) 

Italian (Einaudi) 

Portuguese, Portugal (Cavalo de 

Ferro) 
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Swedish (Natur oc Kultur) 

 

Japanese sub-agent: 

Tuttle-Mori 

 
 

GIRL 

Edna O’Brien 
 
Longlisted for the Medicis and the Femina Prizes in France 
 

Recipient of the Pen America/Nabokov Award for Achievement 

in International Literature, the Irish Pen Lifetime Achievement 

Award, the American National Arts Gold Medal and the Ulysses 

Medal. 

 

‘The most gifted woman now writing in English.’ Philip Roth 

 
‘The rhythm of Girl is intermittent and fearsomely strong; reading 

this novel is like riding the rapids…O’Brien’s understanding of, 

and sympathy for, girls in trouble transcends culture—the place 

she’s made for them in her fiction is practically a country of its 

own.’ Terrence Rafferty, The Atlantic  
 

‘By an extraordinary act of imagination we are transported into 

the inner world of a girl who, after brutal abuse, escapes and with 

dogged persistence begins to rebuild her life. Girl is a courageous 

book about a courageous spirit.’ J.M. Coetzee  
 

‘Mesmerising ... [O'Brien] has set herself one of the greatest 

challenges a writer can face: to plumb the darkest depths of the 

human soul. She has triumphantly succeeded. Hypnotic, lyrical 

and pulsating with dark energy, Girl is a masterful study of human 

evil .’ The Sunday Times  

 
Captured, abducted and married into Boko Haram, the narrator 

of this story witnesses and suffers the horrors of a community of 

men governed by a brutal code of violence. Barely more than a 

girl herself, she must soon learn how to survive as a woman with 

a child of her own. Just as the world around her seems entirely 

consumed by madness, bound for hell, she is offered an escape 

of sorts - but only into another landscape of trials and terrors 

amidst the unforgiving wilds of northeastern Nigeria, through the 

forest and beyond; a place where her traumas are met with the 

blinkered judgement of a society in denial. 

How do we love in a world that has lost its moorings? How can 

we comprehend the barbarism of our enemies, and learn 

forgiveness for atrocities committed in the name of 

ideology? Edna O'Brien's new novel pierces to the heart of these 

questions: and the result is her masterpiece. 

Since her debut novel The Country Girls, Edna O'Brien DBE has 

written over twenty works of fiction along with biographies of 

James Joyce and Lord Byron. Born and raised in the west of 

Ireland, she has lived in London for many years.  
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Agent: Caroline Michel 

 

Publisher: Chatto & Windus 

 

Editor: Clara Farmer 

 

Publication: May 2020 

 

Page extent: 384 

 

Rights Sold: 

Dutch (De Geus) 

French (Lattes) 

German (Suhrkamp) 

Italian (Einaudi) 

 

Japanese sub-agent: 

The English Agency 

ISLANDS OF MERCY 

Rose Tremain 
 

Praise for The Gustav Sonata: 
 
‘Beautifully rendered, and magnificent in its scope. It glows 

with mastery’ Ian McEwan  
 

‘A work of extreme and painful beauty, the story of one 
profound love amid many failed relationships, and of the 

conflict between passion and self-control. Rose Tremain is 

one of the very finest British novelists.’ Salman Rushdie  
 
She was ‘The Angel of the Baths’, the one woman whose 
touch everybody yearned for. Yet she would do more. She 
was certain of that.  
 

In the city of Bath, in the year 1865, an extraordinary young 

woman renowned for her nursing skills is convinced that 

some other destiny will one day show itself to her. But 
when she finds herself torn between a dangerous affair with 

a female lover and the promise of a conventional marriage 

to an apparently respectable doctor, her desires begin to 
lead her towards a future she had never imagined.  

 

Meanwhile, on the wild island of Borneo, an eccentric British 

‘rajah’, Sir Ralph Savage, overflowing with philanthropy but 

compromised by his passions, sees his schemes relentlessly 

undermined by his own fragility, by man’s innate greed and 

by the invasive power of the forest itself. 
 

Jane’s quest for an altered life and Sir Ralph’s endeavours 

become locked together as the story journeys across the 

globe – from the confines of an English tearoom to the 

rainforests of a tropical island via the slums of Dublin and 

the transgressive fancy-dress boutiques of Paris. 

Rose Tremain CBE was one of only five women to be 
selected for Granta’s original 20 ‘Best of Young British 

Novelists’ in 1983.  Since then, her novels and short stories 

have been published in 27 countries and won many prizes, 
including the Whitbread Award, the Prix Femina in France 

and the 2008 Orange Prize for Fiction.  Her fourteenth 

novel, The Gustav Sonata, was published to wide acclaim in 

2016.  It won the National Jewish Book Award for Fiction in 
the United States and the UK South Bank Sky Arts Award 

for Literature.  
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UK Publication: May 2019 

 

US publisher: Grove Atlantic 
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Page extent: 260 

 

Rights sold: 

Catalan (Periscopi) 

Chinese, complex (Thinkingdom) 
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Tuttle-Mori 

FRANKISSSTEIN 

A Love Story 
Jeanette Winterson 
 

LONGLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE 2019 
 
‘Hilarious but serious time-travel gambol with Frankenstein: 

modern doubles into AI, cryogenics, and sexbots. (Hint: Mod. 

Byron does not come out of it well.)’ Margaret Atwood 
 

‘Here, hard science and dreamy Romanticism exist in both 

tension and harmony… Frankissstein abounds with 

invention… this is a work of both pleasure and profundity, 

robustly and skilfully structured, and suffused with all 

Winterson’s usual preoccupations – gender, language, 

sexuality, the limits of individual liberty and the life of ideas.’ 

The Guardian, Book of the Week 
 

In Brexit Britain, a young transgender doctor called Ry is 

falling in love – against their better judgement – with Victor 

Stein, a celebrated professor leading the public debate 

around AI. 

 

Meanwhile, Ron Lord, just divorced and living with Mum 

again, is set to make his fortune launching a new generation 

of sex dolls for lonely men everywhere. 

 

Across the Atlantic, in Phoenix, Arizona, a cryogenics facility 

houses dozens of bodies of men and women who are 

medically and legally dead… but waiting to return to life. 

 

But the scene is set in 1816, when nineteen-year-old Mary 

Shelley writes a story about creating a non-biological life-

form. ‘Beware, for I am fearless and therefore powerful.' 

 

What will happen when homo sapiens is no longer the 

smartest being on the planet? Jeanette Winterson shows us 

how much closer we are to that future than we realise. Funny 

and furious, bold and clear-sighted, Frankissstein is a love 

story about life itself.  

Jeanette Winterson was born in Manchester and read 

English at Oxford, during which time she wrote her 

first novel, the Whitbread award winning Oranges Are 
Not the Only Fruit. Since then she has written over a 

dozen novels, children’s books and short story 

collections. She was awarded an CBE for services to 

literature in 2018. 
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The English Agency 

 
 
 
 

 
 

THIS IS HAPPINESS 

Niall Williams 
 

‘The pleasure of this novel lies in its eye for detail… 

Williams is excellent on churchgoing, amateur dramatics, 

parking, the cinema. He lavishes close attention on his 

parishioners, and finds rich material there. He has a 

humorist’s eye, and his own fond amusement at the people 

he writes about shines out through the writing.’ Barney 

Norris, The Guardian 

‘Williams has the eye of a poet and the raconteur’s knack 

for finding a tale in the most unpromising nook of everyday 

life.’ The Daily Mail 
 

When a man named Christy arrives in the village of Faha, 

West Clare, Ireland, the rain ceases and the sun shines for 

longer than anyone can remember. Christy is coming to put 
up the poles for electricity arriving in the village for the first 

time and he lands up in the house with the only telephone 

in the village. The summer that 17 year old Noel Crowe has 
been sent to stay with his grandparents in disgrace for giving 

Patrick Floo on a priesthood.  

 

Village life revolves around that house and it’s not long 

before the village realises that Christy has a reason for being 

there and it’s connected with the beautiful, slightly 

mysterious Annie Mooney, the widow of the local chemist.  
 

As the story unfolds, the magic and beauty of Niall Williams’ 

words tell a story of a love so deep it lasted for 50 years, 
and a betrayal so fierce and raw, it was never forgiven. Not 

since the international storm of Four Letters of Love has 

there been a book so rooted in the island of John Mcgahan, 
the poignancy of Edna O’Brien and the poetic evocation of 

Seamus Heaney… This is Happiness is such a book.   

Niall Williams was born in Dublin in 1958. He is the 

author of eight novels including John and Four Letters 
of Love. Niall lives in Kiltumper in County Clare, with 

his wife, Christine. Niall has now finished writing the 

screenplay for his novel Four Letters of Love, which is 

being produced by Element Pictures, and is due to go 

into production next year, with Mark Rylance attached 

to star.  
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Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman 

 

US publisher: FSG 

 

US editor: Jenna Johnson 

 

Publication: April 2020 

 

Page Extent: 224 

 

Japanese sub-agent:  

Tuttle-Mori 

ST. IVO 

Joanna Hershon 
  
‘St. Ivo has an unexpectedly strong undertow… With glistening 

insight reminiscent of Tessa Hadley, Hershon exposes the 

tensions that inevitably form in long relationships and which 

grow ever larger until somebody finally admits them out loud.’ -

Idra Novey, author of Those Who Knew 

‘Joanna Hershon’s descriptive powers are vivid and cinematic, 

but she’s also an expert chronicler of the invisible: the changing 

emotional weather of a marriage, the vicissitudes of sexual 

passion and of grief, and the way that two human beings in an 

intimate relationship can still keep devastating secrets from each 

other… St. Ivo has the eerie quality of a fairy tale.’ Nell 

Freudenberger  author of The Newlyweds and Lost and 
Wanted 

Over the course of a weekend, two couples reckon with the 

long-hidden secrets that have shaped their families, in a charged, 

poignant novel of motherhood and friendship 

It’s the end of summer when we meet Sarah, the end of summer 

and the middle of her life, the middle of her career (she hopes 

it’s not the end), the middle of her marriage (recently repaired). 

And despite the years that have passed since she last saw her 

daughter, she is still very much in the middle of figuring out what 

happened to Leda, what role she played, and how she will let 

that loss affect the rest of her life. 

Enter a mysterious stranger on a train, an older man taking the 

subway to Brooklyn who sees right into her. Then a mugging, her 

phone stolen, and with it any last connection to Leda. And then 

an invitation, friends from the past and a weekend in the country 

with their new, unexpected baby. 

Over the course of three hot September days, the two couples 

try to reconnect. Events that have been set in motion, 

circumstances and feelings kept hidden, rise to the surface, 

forcing each to ask not just how they ended up where they are, 

but how they ended up who they are. 

Joanna Hershon is the author of five novels. Her writing has 
appeared in Granta, The New York Times, One Story, The 
Virginia Quarterly Review, the literary anthologies Brooklyn 
Was Mine and Freud’s Blind Spot, and was shortlisted for 

the 2007 O. Henry Prize Stories. She’s an adjunct assistant 

professor in the Creative Writing department at Columbia 

University and lives in Brooklyn.  
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THE PORTRAIT 

Ilaria Bernardini 
 

TV/Film rights sold to Fremantle Media  
 
The Portrait is the moving and wryly funny story of a lover, a wife 

and the man they have in common. After 30 years of secretly 

overlapping lives, the two women find themselves united under 

the same roof for the first time. 

 

Internationally renowned writer Valeria Costas has dedicated her life 

to her work and her secret lover for the last thirty years, Martìn Aclà. 

Isla Lawndale, Martìn’s wife, is a former portrait painter and the 
mother of his three children. And the man who connects the two 
women, Martìn Aclà, is a powerful businessman, who lies dying in his 

home in in London, having had a stroke.  
 

After Martin falls seriously ill, Valeria is desperate to say goodbye to 
her lover. She fabricates a story for her agent and her publishers: she 
will no longer allow photographs of herself to be used for publicity 

purposes. The only image she will accept is a portrait. With a new 
book coming out, Valeria identifies Isla Lowndale Aclà as her painter 
of choice. Although Isla has not painted for more than 10 years, a 

letter from Valeria Costas and a call from her agent, but mostly an 
order from her teenage daughter Antonia, a fan of Valeria’s short 
stories, persuades Isla to bring out her brushes and paint again, thus 

enabling Valeria to enter Martìn’s home. 
 

The two women talk to each other during the sittings, creating an 
intimacy between them, revealing truths, fragilities and strengths. In 
another life, maybe, they would have been friends. In this life, they 

still might be able to help one another. Together, under Martìn’s 
roof, during their own private turmoil, the stories of Valeria and Isla’s 
lives are exchanged: childhood, abandonment, loss and love, all 

unfolding within the cosy confines of Isla’s studio. Both women exist 
in a state of shifting uncertainty, each of them waiting for Martìn’s 
salvation – or for his death. 

 
The Portrait is a captivating novel; filled with deception and mystery 

– but also with love and humour, embodied by two irresistibly 
magnetic characters.  

Ilaria Bernardini was born in Milan. She is a scriptwriter and has 

written for Ciak, Tutto Musica, Linus, Rolling Stone, Vanity 
Fair and GQ. In Italian, Ilaria has published five novels, two short-

story collections and a graphic novel; her 2011 novel Corpo 
Libero is in pre-production with award winning director Giseppe 

Capotondi officially attached to the project. The Portrait is her 

first novel written in English.  
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Agent: Elizabeth Sheinkman 

 

US publisher: Algonquin 

Books 

 

US editor: Chuck Adams 

 

Publication: August 2019 

 

Page extent: 304 

 

Previous Publishers: 

China (Shanghai Translation) 

France (Albin Michel) 

Germany (Kein & Aber) 

Israel (Kinneret)  

Italian (Einaudi)  

Netherlands (Arena)  

Portuguese, Brazil (Rocco) 

Spain (Duomo) 

Vietnam (Nha Nam) 

Taiwan (Aquarius Publishing)  

WHO ARE YOU, CALVIN BLEDSOE? 

Brock Clarke 
  
“This exuberant comic novel — involving explosions, secret 

agents, religious fanatics and a hapless narrator dragged around 

Europe by his long-lost aunt — is also a sly theological 

exploration of fate and predestination.” The New York Times 

‘A delightful, quasi-liturgical allegory of our times. Following Calvin 

Bledsoe from Maine through Europe in a tale both fantastica l and 

thoughtful, Clarke takes his readers into his safe- and wacky- 

hands for an experience that should not be missed. A wonderful 

read.’ Elizabeth Strout, author of Anything Is Possible  

Calvin Bledsoe's journey begins with the death of his mother. 

An internationally known theologian and an expert on all things 

John Calvin, she had been the dominant force in her son's 

existence, so much so that he never left home- even when he 
married- and, as a result, never grew up. At his mother's 

funeral, Calvin is introduced to his aunt Beatrice, a woman he 

had not even known existed. Beatrice immediately makes it 

clear to Calvin that she is now in charge of his life, and the first 

thing she is going to do is whisk him off to Europe with her for 

a grand adventure.  

 

As Calvin and his aunt traverse the continent, it becomes 

apparent that her clandestine behaviour is leading him into 

danger. Facing a menagerie of antiquities thieves, secret agents, 

religious fanatics, and an ex-wife who is stalking him, Calvin 

begins to suspect there might be some meaning behind the 
madness. Maybe he's not the person he thought he was? 

Perhaps no one is ever who they appear to be? But there's 

little time for soul-searching, as Calvin first has to figure out 

why he has been kidnapped, why his aunt has disappeared, and 

who the hell burned down his house in Maine. Powered by 

pitch-perfect dialogue, lovable characters, and surprising 

optimism, Who Are You, Calvin Bledsoe? is a modern-day take 

on Graham Greene's classic Travels with My Aunt, a novel 

about grabbing life, and holding on- wherever it may take you.  

Brock Clarke is the author of seven books of fiction. His 
books have been reprinted in a dozen international editions, 

and have been awarded the Mary McCarthy Prize for 

Fiction, the Prairie Schooner Book Series Prize, a National 

Endowment for Arts Fellowship, and an Ohio Council for 

the Arts Fellowship, among others. He lives in Portland, 

Maine, and is the A. LeRoy Greason Professor of English and 

Creative Writing at Bowdoin College. 
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FICTION 

Agent: Annabel Merullo 

 
On submission Autumn 2019 

THE GOSPEL OF JONAH 

Up! 
Patrick Flood 
 
Jonah, a failed marine biologist in his thirties, has given up on 

the planet and himself. Spending his days euthanizing 

beached whales with homemade dynamite, Jonah waits for 
humanity to take enough carbon out of the ground to burn 

itself up. 

 

On a blistering October day, during a whale explosion that 

goes wrong, Jonah finds himself kidnapped and taken to an 

abandoned arctic oil rig by his ex-girlfriend Tia and her group 

of eco-terrorists. The pink-balaclava-wearing Mothers of the 
Earth are renowned for taking hostages, exchanging them for 

concessions from oil companies and murdering them when 

their aims are frustrated. With his executive father long dead 

and his mother distant, Jonah fears he has little to offer by 

way of ransom, so will end up dead.  

 

But the eco-terrorists didn’t take Jonah for ransom. Tia 
wants his help trapping a more valuable hostage: Bobby 

Raymond – Jonah’s childhood best friend and heir to the 

Standard Corporation. Jonah struggles with his love for the 
zealous Tia and is forced to weigh Bobby’s life against his 

own. His only way out of this horrible choice might be to 

risk escape into the freezing sea.  

 

As he travels the beaches of Cape Cod, the Atlantic Ocean, 

the North Pole, Iceland, Standard's offices, and the insides of 

a hybrid blue-fin whale, one question remains in his mind: 

how can a full-grown man survive for three days inside a 

singing whale? 

 

Patrick was born in New Jersey and grew up in Wayne, 

New Jersey and Stamford, Connecticut, both suburbs of 

New York City. He has a background in journalism. He 

covered baseball for four years for Major League 

Baseball and deceptive advertising for a year and a half 

at a nonprofit. He graduated from Wesleyan University 

with a BA in Classical Languages and City University 

London with a MA in creative writing.  
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Agent: Lucy Irvine 

 

On submission Autumn 2019 

 

 

 

EMMET AND ME 

Sara Gethin 

  
Connemara, Ireland, 1966.  
 

Ten-year-old Claire and her two brothers have been 

sent from Wales to live with their reclusive 

grandmother, after the breakdown of her parent’s 

marriage means that her father can no longer support 

his children. Claire’s father grew up in Connemara, 

but never speaks of his childhood, and hasn’t been 

back since he was ten years old himself. 

 

Starting her new school feeling like an outsider, Claire 

takes comfort in Emmet, the new friend she finds 

behind the school toilet block during her lunch break. 

But Claire’s family is hiding a heart-breaking secret, 

and Emmet isn’t being honest about his past. With 

her school and home life spiralling out of control, 

what starts out as a moment of release during an 

otherwise tumultuous time soon leads both children 

down a path towards devastating consequences.    

Sara Gethin grew up in Llanelli, an industrial town in 

west Wales, and has worked as a library assistant and 

primary school teacher. Her debut novel Not Thomas 
was optioned for television and shortlisted for the 

Guardian’s Not the Booker prize in 2017 and the 

Waverton Good Read Award. She also writes for 

children and won the 2014 Tir nan-Og prize. While 

Sara’s home is still west Wales, she now spends much 

of her time in Ireland. 
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FICTION 

Agent: Nelle Andrew 

 

UK publisher: Quercus 

 

UK editor: Emma Capron 

 
US publisher: St. Martin’s Press 

 

US editor: Sarah Cantin 

 

Publication: Spring 2021 

 

 

MADAM 

Phoebe Wynne 
 

A mesmeric brooding novel with a feminist punch, portrayed 

through the evocative setting of an all girls boarding school named 

Caldonbrae Hall 

 

Britain 1992:  the country is at the start of a decade characterised 

by the rise of multiculturism and burgeoning societal change. 

For 150 years, above the Scottish cliffs, Caldonbrae Hall has sat as 

a beacon of excellence in the ancestral castle of Lord William 

Hope. A boarding school for girls, it promises a future where its 

pupils will emerge “resilient and ready to serve society.” 

 

Into its illustrious midst steps Rose Christie, a 26 year old Classics 

teacher, their new head of department and the first new hire for 

the school in over a decade. At first Rose is overwhelmed to be 

welcomed into this institution whose prestige in the country is 

unrivalled. But soon Rose discovers that behind the school’s 

traditions, lies an iron will and culture she struggles to reconcile 

with her modernist beliefs. 

 

Soon she becomes the target for a menacing student, Bethany 

who makes it her mission to torture Rose. Rose is forced to 

discover why and in doing so stumbles across the secret 

circumstances surrounding the abrupt departure of her 

predecessor: a woman whose ghost lingers over everything, and 

who no one will discuss – except Bethany, to whom she was 

unnaturally attached. 

 

But when horror strikes, Rose finds she must discover the truth of 

her predecessor and so uncovers the darkness that beats at the 

heart of Caldonbrae, revealing the true extent of its nefarious 

purpose. 

 

Soon Rose is embroiled in a battle that threatens her sanity as 

well as her safety. Initially she is determined to protect the girls in 

her care at any cost, but Caldonbrae is more than just a place – it 

is a vocation and soon she will have to ask, should she be more 

afraid of the school, or of the girls within? 

Following her degree in Classics, Phoebe trained as a teacher 

towards an MA in Education from King’s College before 

teaching for eight rewarding years in secondary schools within 

the UK and Paris. With a French mother and an Irish father, 

she has a colourful outlook and philosophy and decided to 

give up the classroom to focus on writing. Phoebe then 

attended writing courses in London (Faber Academy, Central 

St Martins) and Los Angeles. One of her short stories, 

‘Photographs’ won an Honourable Mention with Glimmer 

Train Press in the US in 2018. Madam is her debut novel.  
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Agent: Marilia Savvides 

 

On submission  

 

 

PANICK TWINS 

C. R. Steptoe 
  
She hummed for a moment, and then again, as if she didn’t 
know she were skipping notes. I wondered if, in her mind, I 
was humming the missing parts‘. 
 

Alma and Hester Panick are twins nearing their 21st birthday. 

For years they have lived with their only living relative, their 
Grandmother, in the family home. The big, rambling house sits 

away from the village, and the Panick family legend is well-

known in the area, keeping the locals at arm’s length.  
 

Every summer for sixty years, phantom footprints have 

appeared on the lawn of the estate; they disappear at the end 
of the season, in the blink of an eye. For many years people 

have snuck over the fence to take a look at the strange 

phenomenon. 
 

Local legend says they are the footprints of the single, united 

spirit of the first set of Panick twins: Frank and Philip, who 

were such good twins,  so similar and so perfectly in tune that 
they became one spirit in two bodies on their 21st birthday. 

The men died on the same day, many decades ago. But the 

footsteps still come.  

 

Hester wishes desperately for the same for her and her twin: 

a single spirit, and their own legend. The second set of Panick 

twins, living up to the lore that makes them so special.  But as 

the girls’ birthday approaches, things start going wrong. Alma’s 

reflection in the mirror moves more slowly than she does. 

There are strange patterns around her bed, and she discovers 
a terrifying sealed room in the attic. 

 

Hester, meanwhile, is increasingly fervent about the merging 
of their spirits. She wants them to be the best of twins, but 

Alma craves independence. As Alma investigates the 

footprints with an old friend, she uncovers secret after secret 

that will destroy everything she knows about the Panicks.  

14 

CR Steptoe lives in south-east London with her 

husband and two children, and hopes one day to have 

a cat. She has a BA in English Literature from UCL and 

an MRes in Public Policy from Birkbeck, which she 

makes use of in her day job as a policy adviser in the 

Civil Service. 
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Agent: Caroline Michel 

 

UK publisher: Macmillan 

 

UK editor: Sam Humphreys 

 

US publisher: Henry Holt 

 

US editor: Barbara Jones 

 

Publication: January 2020 

 

Page Extent: 320 

 

Rights sold: 

TV/film (Bad Wolf) 

 

Other titles include: 

The Strangest Family 
 

Japanese sub-agent: 

The English Agency 

 

 

THE OTHER BENNET SISTER 

Janice Hadlow 
 

‘Hadlow has dusted down Mary the ugly Bennett sister and 

fashioned her into a heroine that even Miss Austen would 
approve of.  A treat for Austenites and for anyone who likes 

their fiction to have sense and sensibility.’ Daisy Goodwin, 
author of Victoria 

 

TV rights optioned by Bad Wolf 
 

All of us who love Pride and Prejudice sometimes wonder 

what happened to our favourite characters after the novel 
has finished. Jane Austen shared that curiosity, and her 

letters show that she often mused on the later lives of Jane 

and Elizabeth Bennet after they were happily married.  

 

But what of the other Bennet daughters?  

 

The fate of the middle sister, Mary, is by far the bleakest of 
the sisterhood.  There will be no marriage for her. Once the 

other Bennet girls have left home, the awkward, blundering, 

bookish Mary is left alone with her ageing parents. Hers was 

a situation shared by very many women who failed to find 

husbands. Obliged to act as carers and helpmeets, they 

were forever stuck in the dependent role of daughters, 
never able to graduate to the maturity and self-

determination enjoyed by wives and mothers. 

 

But what if Mary’s afterlife took a very different path from 
that laid out for her at the close of Pride and Prejudice? 

What if the most despised of the Bennet girls had a future 

of a kind never permitted her by Austen? 
 

The Other Bennet Sister imagines what that story might be, 

exploring how the ugly duckling of the Bennet sisterhood is 

gradually transformed into a very particular kind of swan. 

Janice Hadlow was born in London and studied history at 
university. After a few years working for the House of 

Commons, she became a television producer at the BBC. 

There, and later at Channel Four, she played an important 
role in popularising history on tv, making a number of highly 

regarded series. She is the recipient of a number of awards, 

and is a Fellow of the Royal Television Society, as well as of 

King’s College, University of London. She left the BBC in 
2016 and is now a full-time writer.  
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UK publisher: HQ 

 

UK editor: Manpreet Grewal 

 

US publisher: House of Anasi 

 

US editor: Doug Richmond 

 

Publication: March 2020 
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THIS LOVELY CITY 

Louise Hare 
 

‘Full of life and love….It made my heart soar and should 

be on every Londoner’s shelf.’ Stacey Halls, Sunday 
Times bestselling author of The Familiars 

‘Superb…compelling storytelling, beautifully drawn 

characters and atmosphere that’s deeply immersive’ 

Harriet Tyce, author of Blood Orange  

The drinks are flowing. The music is playing. But the 
party can’t last. 

With the Blitz over and London reeling from war, jazz 

musician Lawrie Matthews has answered England’s call 

for help. Fresh off the Empire Windrush, he’s taken a 

tiny room in south London lodgings, and has fallen in 

love with the girl next door. 

Touring Soho’s music halls by night, pacing the streets as 

a postman by day, Lawrie has poured his heart into his 

new home – and it’s alive with possibility. Until, one 

morning, he makes a terrible discovery. 

As the local community rallies, fingers of blame are 

pointed at those who had recently been welcomed with 

open arms. And, before long, the newest arrivals 

become the prime suspects in a tragedy which 

threatens to tear the city apart. 

Atmospheric, poignant and compelling, Louise Hare’s 

debut shows that new arrivals have always been the 

prime suspects. But, also, that there is always hope. 

Louise Hare is a London-based writer and has an MA 

in Creative Writing from Birkbeck, University of 

London. Originally from Warrington, the capital is the 

inspiration for much of her work, including This Lovely 
City, which began life after a trip into the deep level 

shelter below Clapham Common.  
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A SHADOW ON THE LENS 

Sam Hurcom 
 

A Shadow on the Lens is the debut novel by Sam 

Hurcom, a gothic crime-thriller in the tradition of Sarah 

Waters’ The Little Stranger and Susan Hill’s The Woman 
in Black. 

 

The Postmaster looked over my shoulder. As I turned to 
look I saw a flicker of movement from across the street. I 
felt unseen eyes peer at me.  

He walked away without another word. I watched as he 
climbed onto his bicycle and sped away down the street. I 
turned back and looked over my shoulder.  
 

Someone had been watching us. 

1904. Thomas Bexley, one of the first forensic 

photographers, is called to the sleepy and remote Welsh 

village of Dinas Powys, several miles down the coast from 

the thriving port of Cardiff. A young girl by the name of 

Betsan Tilny has been found murdered in the woodland - 

her body bound and horribly burnt. But the crime scene 

appears to have been staged, and worse still: the locals 

are reluctant to help. 

As the strange case unfolds, Thomas senses a growing 

presence watching him, and try as he may, the villagers 

seem intent on keeping their secret. Then one night, in 

the grip of a fever, he develops the photographic plates 

from the crime scene in a makeshift darkroom in the 

cellar of his lodgings. There, he finds a face dimly visible in 

the photographs; a face hovering around the body of the 

dead girl - the face of Betsan Tilny. 

Sam Hurcom was born in Dinas Powys, South Wales in 

1991 and holds an MA in Philosophy. He has had 

several short stories published and has written and 

illustrated a number of children’s books. Sam currently 

lives in the village he was raised in, close to the 

woodlands that have always inspired his writing. A 
Shadow on the Lens is his debut novel, and he has 

mapped out a possible follow-up featuring the 

character of Thomas Bexley. 
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THE FALLOUT 

Rebecca Thornton 
 
Everyone has an opinion. Everyone has a secret. 
 
I only took my eyes off him for a second. 
One little mistake is all it takes . . . 
 

When Sarah forgets to check on her best friend’s little 

boy, distraction turns to disaster. And she’s faced with a 

dilemma. 

 

Tell the truth, lose a friend. 

 

Tell a lie, keep her close. 

 

In a split second, Sarah seals her fate. But accidents 

have aftershocks, and lies have consequences. And 

when it’s someone else’s child, the rumours are quick 

to multiply. 

 

Everyone’s talking about what happened. And sooner 

or later, the truth will have to come spilling out… 

Rebecca Thornton is a journalist and runs an online 

advertising business. Her work has been published in 

Prospect Magazine, Daily Mail, The Jewish News and 

The Sunday People. Rebecca is an alumna of the Faber 

Academy writing-a-novel course. Her first novel The 
Exclusives was published in 2016. 
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LEN DEIGHTON 
  
World famous master of the spy novel and author of The 
Ipcress File.  

  

“The poet of the spy novel” The Sunday Times 
  
“The coolest, funkiest, most sophisticated things we'd ever 

read” Max Hastings  
  

“Sharp, witty and sour, like Raymond Chandler adapted to 

British gloom and the multiple betrayals of the private spy” The 
Observer  
  

Along with Ian Fleming and John Le Carre, Len Deighton is 

considered to be one of the greatest spy novelists of all time. 

His internationally bestselling novels broke the mould of thriller 

writing and have become modern classics; as compelling, 

relevant and suspenseful now as when they were first 

published.   

Len Deighton’s most famous novels include: 

-The Ipcress File and Funeral in Berlin: adapted into the genre-

defining Harry Palmer films that launched the career of Sir 

Michael Caine. 

-Bomber : the classic World War Two novel about a single 

bombing raid over Germany. 

- The Bernard Samson trilogies: including Berlin Game, Mexico 
Set and London Match; an epic sequence of 10 novels. 

- SS-GB:  alternative history in which the Nazis successfully 

conquered Britain in World War Two; adapted by the BBC into 

a television series staring Sam Riley in 2017.  

Alongside his fearless thrillers, Len Deighton is also an 

accomplished military historian, cookery writer and graphic 

artist. 
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KEEPER 

Jessica Moor 
 

‘Jess Moor is a new young writer I believe in. She’s smart, 

she’ll reach a different generation, she has plenty to say 

that is political and necessary. And she can tell a story. 

She’s versatile, unafraid, highly promotable.  She’s a cross-

platform thinker with a voice of her own.’ Jeanette 

Winterson 
 

‘I read a lot of debut novels -  this is better than most of 

them. Jess marshals her material cleverly and she keeps the 

suspense working well. Her portraits of the women and 

their back stories is varied and credible; they made me 

want to shout out in anger!’ Val McDermid  
 

There’s a townhouse in the town of Widringham that 

looks just like all the others on the street. You wouldn’t 

even notice it. Except this house is different.  

 

Several women live at the house, a women’s refuge, hiding 

from the men who have hurt, stalked and threatened 

them. They watch television, attend therapy sessions and 

wait for their lives to start. They jump at shadows.  

 

When their beloved counsellor, Katie is found dead at the 

bottom of the town’s bridge, Detective Dan Whitworth 

and his new trainee, Detective Constable Brookes take the 

lead on the apparent suicide case.  

 

Though Dan is jaded and believes Katie jumped, the 

women are sure she was murdered. Are they paranoid or 

just vigilant? As the police investigate they can find no 

record of Katie existing before she arrived in Widringham. 

 

Did she jump or was she pushed? And who was she?  

Jessica Moor read English at Cambridge before working 

in the culture and charity sectors. She gained an MA in 

Creative Writing from the University of Manchester, and 

her dissertation was awarded the Peters Fraser + 

Dunlop sponsored 'Creative Writing Prize for Fiction’. 

She is currently focused on feminist writing and issues 

surrounding violence against women.  
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COME BACK FOR ME 

Heidi Perks 
 

From the author of The Sunday Times bestseller Now 
You See Her 
 

‘I flew threw this book in three days, with my heart in my 

mouth. Seriously page-turning.’ Lisa Jewell 

 
'Subtly, elegantly told, and with enough twists to satisfy 

any detective fan, it is razor sharp and impossible to put 

down.' Daily Mail  
 

‘The worst case scenarios in this book make you want to 

look away, but the end is so full of twists and turns it 

keeps you hooked, with a final twist I didn’t see coming’ 

Araminta Hall  
 

A shocking discovery. 
An island wrapped in secrets. 
 

A tiny island community is rocked by the discovery of a 

long-buried body. 

  

For Stella Harvey the news is doubly shocking. The body 

was found in the garden of her childhood home – the 

home her family fled without explanation twenty-five 

years ago.  

  

Now, questioning her past and desperate to unearth the 

truth, Stella returns to the isolated island. But she quickly 

finds that the community she left isn’t as welcoming as 

she remembers – and that people will go to any length to 

protect their secrets. 

  

One thing rings true… 
You can’t bury the truth forever. 

Heidi was born and raised on the south coast of England 
and studied at Bournemouth University. She worked in 

marketing for fifteen years and left her job as a Marketing 

Director four years ago to focus on bringing up her young 
family and writing. Her previous novel, Now You See Her, 
was a Sunday Times bestseller. 
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THE ROOMMATES 

Rachel Sargeant 
 

From the Amazon bestselling author of The Perfect 
Neighbours 
 
‘Dark, claustrophobic and suffused with a creeping sense 

of menace, The Perfect Neighbours builds to a shocking 

climax. I thoroughly enjoyed it’ Alex Lake, bestselling 

author of After Anna  
 

When Imo arrives to start her first week at university, 

she’s hoping for a new beginning after a rough few years 

at school.  

 

Tegan is ready for independence and is hell-bent on 

stepping out of her father’s tainted shadow. 

 

Phoenix starts university, focused on building a future 

away from the only world she’s ever known, away from 

her family. 

 
And Amber? Amber’s a free spirit, more interested in 

partying that studying. 

 

Despite their differences, the girls become fast friends 

when they move into the same flat.  

 

Then out of nowhere Amber suddenly drops out and 

cuts off all contact. And Imo is sure she senses 

something more sinister. 

 

As she persuades the others to help her search for their 

flatmate, she helps uncover Amber’s darkest secrets and 

before long, they’re all in danger. 

After completing a Masters in Creative Writing from 

Lancaster University, Rachel Sargeant went on to write 

four novels and is a previous winner of Writing 
Magazine’s Crime Short Story competition. She now 

lives in Gloucestershire with her husband and 

children. The Perfect Neighbours has now sold over 

100,000 copies.  
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YOU CAN GO HOME NOW 

Michael Elias 
 

When Queens Homicide Detective Nina Karim 

investigates a series of cold case murders of men, she 

discovers their wives all had the same alibi: they were in 

Artemis, a battered women’s shelter. Nina poses as an 

abused woman on the run from her husband and goes 

undercover into Artemis. What she learns will change 

her life.  

 

But Nina has another secret of her own, a tragedy from 

her childhood for which she is determined to get 

revenge, at any cost…  

 

You Can Go Home Now combines the moral questions 

of right versus wrong with a thrilling, fast paced plot, and 

a shattering and violent twist readers won’t see coming.  

Michael Elias has worked in motion pictures, television 

and stage as an actor, writer, producer, and director. At 

Warner Bros he co-produced the award winning series 

Head of the Class that ran for five seasons on ABC. Elias 

wrote and directed the acclaimed jazz drama Lush Life 
starring Forest Whitaker, Jeff Goldblum and Cathy Baker. 

He has also produced screenplays including The Jerk, 
The Frisco Kid, Serial, Envoyez les Violons, and Young 
Doctors in Love. Michael is a member of Writer’s 

Branch of The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 

Sciences, and serves on its Foreign Language 

Committee. He is also a member of the WGA, the 

DGA, and PEN.  
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THE FLOWER ARRANGER 

J J Ellis 
 

An astonishing and evocative debut from a new voice in 

crime fiction. 

 

And now he knew what was wrong with the 
arrangement. It was the Ma… the negative space… 
There was only one thing beautiful enough to fill it and 
— finally — she was with him. Ready, if not willing, to 
play her role. 
 

Holly Blain wants to cover real news. The entertainment 

beat — pop stars and teen trends — was not why she 

moved to Tokyo. When she meets Inspector Tetsu 

Tanaka, head of Tokyo’s Metropolitan Police’s Gaikoku-

jin unit, it might just be her big break. 

 

Tanaka isn’t so sure. Always one to do things by the 

book, he’s hesitant about bringing this headstrong 

reporter into his carefully controlled investigation. 

 

But young women keep disappearing and Tanaka is 

given no choice. He and Blain must trust each other if 

they are to stop a tormented killer from bringing his 

twisted plan to its shocking conclusion. 

 

Filled with twists and turns, this unforgettable thriller is JJ 

Ellis’ first novel. 

JJ Ellis was born and raised in Yorkshire in northern 

England although now lives near London. The author’s 

interest in Japan was sparked when a family member 

won a trip there by singing in Japanese at an exhibition 

in the UK. Several visits followed — to Tokyo and 

further flung places such as Ishigaki and Iriomote — as 

Ellis developed the idea for The Flower Arranger. Two 

more crime novels featuring the team of Tanaka and 

Blain are planned. 
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QUEENIE 

Kimberley Chambers 
 

From the #1 Sunday Times  bestseller author 

The explosive new novel from the No.1 bestseller. 

 
Before the Butlers, came QUEENIE… 

Whitechapel in the 1930s was not an easy place to be 

brought up, and when the war came those with nothing 

were hit the hardest. Queenie watched her family 

struggle and learned her lessons the hard way. When 

she was a little girl there was one thing Queenie knew – 

she was going to get out of this… And then tall, dark 

and handsome Alfie Butler walks into her life and gives 

Queenie her ticket out. 

One rushed wedding later, the real trouble begins. As 

the Krays make their mark on the East End, Queenie 

realises what it takes for an East End girl to really 

succeed. Despite his good looks, Alfie Butler has no 

backbone, so Queenie looks to her sons. She will make 

men out of these boys. They won't be weak like their 

father, they will be as strong as their mother. They will 

rule the East End and finally Queenie will get her wish. 

Her boys – Roy, Vinny and Michael – will make sure 

their mother's name becomes East End legend... 

Kimberley Chambers is The Sunday Times No.1 

bestselling author of twelve novels, including the hugely 

successful ‘Butlers Series’ and ‘The Mitchell/O’Hara 

Saga’. Kimberley had not written a word until the age of 

thirty-eight when she decided to change her life and 

write her first novel, Billie Jo. She’d previously worked as 

a market trader on East-End markets, a pub DJ and a 

mini-cab driver.  
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YOU’LL NEVER SEE ME AGAIN 

Lesley Pearse 
 

The #1 Sunday Times bestseller 
 

The 10-million-copy, #1 bestselling author is back with 

another beautifully-written, compelling and page-turning 

epic.   

 

‘Pacy page-turner’ Woman & Home, Best Books of 
Summer 
 

‘Compelling, rich in detail and vividly told . . . 

Storytelling at its best.’Daily Express 
 

‘Must read’ Daily Express 
 

‘A suspenseful read that warms the heart’ Woman 

 

Did you ever wish you could run away from your life 
and start again? 

When Betty's husband returns from the war broken 

and haunted, she knows her marriage is doomed. 

Taking a fleeting chance to escape, she goes on the run 

armed with a new identity. 

But penniless and alone, Betty quickly finds that starting 

again is much harder than she thought. 

And she never imagined it could end in murder . . . 

Sometimes you have to keep running if you want to 

survive. 
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Lesley Pearse is renowned for her storytelling and for 

creating characters that are impossible to forget. Many 

of her recent books, including Gypsy, Faith and Hope, 

have been #1 bestsellers and her books have been 

translated into 20 languages.  
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THE THINGS I KNOW 

Amanda Prowse 
 
From the million-copy bestseller Amanda Prowse, the queen 

of heartbreak fiction. 

 

‘This is a story about unconditional love, imperfection, and 

celebrating being ‘different’. It’ll touch your heart with its 

endearing characters.’ CultureFly UK 

‘With insight and sensitivity, Amanda Prowse tells this story of 

love, freedom and the joy of building a life for yourself.’ S 
Magazine UK 
 

From bestselling author Amanda Prowse comes a 

heartwarming tale of first impressions and lasting love. 

 
Thomasina ‘Hitch’ Waycott loves living and working on the 

remote family farm and B&B. But she also wants more. To see 

the world. To own her own home. To fall madly in love. 

 

But those are fairy tales, and if her life is a fairy tale, then she’s 

the ugly duckling. Her deformed lip, her crooked limbs and her 

weak heart have kept her from taking chances. But that’s about 

to change. 

 

When Grayson Potts comes to stay, he’s unlike anyone 

Thomasina has ever met. He’s aloof, eccentric and 

exceptionally kind. He’s also totally unconcerned with the 
physical flaws that have always defined Thomasina. 

 

The two form a bond that neither has had before. It’s possible 

that it could become something more, but Thomasina also 

wonders if it’s too good to be true. By putting her heart on 

the line, Thomasina may open herself to heartbreak. But she 

may also open herself to so much more. 

Amanda Prowse is the author of several bestselling 

novels including: Poppy Day, What Have I Done?, 
Perfect Daughter and My Husband’s Wife. What Have I 
Done? was voted a “Best Book of 2013” by Amazon 

Kindle and Amanda was also the resident author at 

ITV’s “This Morning” that year. The Daily Mail has 

described Amanda as the “queen of domestic drama.” 

She is a regular contributor on TV and radio, but her 

first love is and will always be writing.  
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A POSTCARD FROM ITALY 

Alex Brown 
  
‘Be whisked away in this sunny, heartwarming read’ 

Woman’s Own 
 

‘I adored it’ Milly Johnson 

 

‘Enchanting and wonderfully romantic’ Cathy Bramley 

 

I’ adored it. The perfect summer read!’ Lesley Pearse 

 

Grace Quinn loves her job at Cohen’s Convenient 

Storage Company, finding occasional treasure in the 

forgotten units that customers have abandoned. Her 

inquisitive nature is piqued when a valuable art 

collection and a bundle of letters and diaries are found 

that date back to the 1930s. 

 

Delving deeper, Grace uncovers the story of a young 

English woman, Connie Levine, who follows her heart 

to Italy at the end of the Second World war. The 

contents also offer up the hope of a new beginning for 

Grace, battling a broken heart and caring for her 

controlling mother. 

 

Embarking on her own voyage of discovery, Grace’s 

search takes her to a powder pink villa on the cliff tops 

overlooking the Italian Riviera, but will she unravel the 

family secrets and betrayals that Connie tried so hard to 

overcome, and find love. 

Alex Brown is the bestselling author of five books and 

launched her career with the hugely popular 

Carrington’s series set in a seaside town department 

store. Alex began her writing career as a weekly 

columnist for The London Paper. When she isn’t 

writing Alex enjoys knitting, and is passionate about 

supporting charities working with care leavers, adoption 

and vulnerable young people. Alex lives in a rural village 

in Sussex, with her husband, daughter and a very shiny 

black Labrador.  
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I WANTED YOU TO KNOW 

Laura Pearson 
 

'Laura Pearson is one of our most gifted writers' Clare 

Empson, author of Him 

 

'A beautiful novel that will leave you wanting to live 

your best life.' Lauren North, author of The Perfect 
Betrayal 
 

'Another courageous and powerful novel from Laura 

Pearson. Her best yet.' Fiona Mitchell, author of The 
Swap  
 
Dear Edie, I wanted you to know so many things. I 
wanted to tell you them in person, as you grew. But it 
wasn’t to be. 
 

Jess never imagined she’d be navigating single 

motherhood, let alone while facing breast cancer. A life 

that should be just beginning is interrupted by worried 

looks, heavy conversations, and the possibility of leaving 

her daughter to grow up without her. 

 

Propelled by a ticking clock, Jess knows what she has to 

do: tell her daughter everything. How to love, how to 

lose, how to forgive, and, most importantly, how to live 

when you never know how long you have. 

 

From best-selling author Laura Pearson comes her most 

devastating book yet. Honest, heart-wrenching, and 

emotionally raw, I Wanted You To Know is a love letter 

to life: to all its heartache and beauty, to the people we 

have and lose, to the memories and moments that 

define us. 

Laura Pearson has an MA in Creative Writing from the 

University of Chichester. She spent a decade living in 

London and working as a copywriter and editor for 

QVC,   Expedia, EE, and The Ministry of Justice. She 

lives in Leicestershire, where she writes novels, blogs 

about her experience of breast cancer runs The 
Motherload Book Club. 
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TEARS OF THE DRAGON 

Jean Moran 
  
A rich and erotically charged romantic saga, set in 

Kowloon and Shanghai, from the fall of Hong Kong in 

1941 to the defeat of Japan in 1945. This sweeping, 

exotic historical chronicle is perfect for fans of Dinah 

Jefferies. 

 

One sultry evening in Kowloon, Dr Rowena Rossiter 

and Sister Alice Huntley are off-duty and in search of 

fun – little do they know that their world is on the brink 

of collapse. 

 

That night, Rowena will meet two men who will fight 

for her heart for the next four years. 

Connor O'Connor, the rebellious Irish soldier, who will 

woo and then lose her, and Kim Pheloung. Immensely 

rich and the most beautiful man Rowena has ever seen, 

he is also the most ruthless, with a sinister need to 

possess and control. 

 

When the Japanese invasion leaves this previously 

strong and independent woman raped and 

broken, who will succeed in claiming Rowena's body 

and soul? 

Jean Moran was a columnist and editor before writing 

full-time. She has since published over fifty novels. Jean 

was born and brought up Bristol. Her mother, who had 

endured both the depression and war years, was a 

natural born storyteller, and it's from her telling of 

actual experiences of the tumultuous first half of the 

twentieth century that Jean gets her inspiration. She 

now lives in Bath.  
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WORDY 

Simon Schama 
 

‘Wordy is about the intoxication of writing; my sense of 

playful versatility; different voices for different matters: the 

polemical voice for political columns; the sharp-eyed 
descriptive take for profiles; poetic precision in grappling with 

the hard task of translating art into words; lyrical recall for 

memory pieces. And informing everything a rich sense of the 

human comedy and the ways it plays through historical time. 

  

It's also a reflection on writers who have been shamelessly 

gloried in verbal abundance; the performing tumble of 
language - those who have especially inspired me - Dickens 

and Melville; Joyce and Marquez.’ Simon Schama  
 

Sir Simon Schama has been at the forefront of the 
arts, political commentary, social analysis and historical 

study for over forty years. As a teacher of Art History and an 

award-winning television presenter of iconic history-based 
programming, Simon is equally a prolific bestselling writer 

and award-winning columnist for many of the world’s 

foremost publishers, broadsheet newspapers, periodicals and 
magazines. 

  

His commissioned subjects over the years have been 
numerous and wide ranging – from the music of Tom Waits, 

to the works of Sir Quentin Blake; the history of the colour 

blue, to discussing what skills an actor needs to create a 

unique performance of Falstaff. Schama’s tastes are wide-

ranging as they are eloquent, incisive, witty and thought 

provoking and have entertained and educated the readers of 

some of the world’s most respected publications - 
the Times, the Guardian, the New Yorker, Harper’s 
Bazaar and Rolling Stone magazine. 

  
Wordy is a celebration of one of the world’s foremost 

writers. This collection of fifty essays chosen by the man 

himself stretches across four decades and is a treasure trove 

for all those who have a passion for the arts, politics, food 
and life. 

 

Sir Simon Schama CBE is University Professor of Art History 
and History at Columbia University, a Fellow of the British 

Academy and the Royal Society of Literature. He is the 

author of eighteen books which have been translated into 
16 languages.  
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JURASSIC CARPARK 

Jeanette Winterson 
 
Praise for Frankissstein: ‘A riotous reimagining with an energy and 

passion all of its own that reanimates Frankenstein as a cautionary 

tale for a contemporary moment dominated by debates about 

Brexit, gender, artificial intelligence and medical experimentation… 

While the story has a gripping momentum of its own, it also fizzes 

with ideas.’ Financial Times 
 
Jurassic Carpark is a collection of 12 essays about Artificial 

Intelligence. Jeanette Winterson wants to follow on from the 

themes, ideas, and questions, the nightmares and dreams, raised in 

her latest novel, Frankissstein, longlisted for the 2019 Booker Prize. 

 

These essays will consider AI in its many manifestations – both 

current and in development. She also wants to think about the 

growing Trans-human movement. We already live with 

disembodied Smart systems that are beginning to shape our day to 

day.  Virtual assistants (Siri, Alexa), the apps we use to manage our 

home-heating, and pay our bills.  On-line coaching and Webinars 

for life-goals, workouts and weight loss. The increasingly 

sophisticated algorithms that can figure out what we want before 

we want it. Smart systems connect people – Facebook, Uber, 

AirBnB – and of course they disrupt the status quo.  

 

What is the social impact of what is happening? What is the future 

of a Smart society that remains driven by the same old stupid 

values? (Money, power, racism, misogyny, fear of the stranger). 

 

Alongside non-embodied technology, AI promises a new kind of 

robotics. Bots to manage all the boring tasks that humans hate. 

Battle-Bots to replace humans in war. Bots to care for the elderly 

and to teach our kids. Bots in shops. Cop-bots. Sex bots. (Already 

available) 

 

What will that mean for humans? And what about super AI? 

Machines – embodied or not - that start out smarter, or, more 

likely, become smarter than humans? 

 

Jeanette Winterson thinks we need plenty of conversations to be 

had and the essays Jurassic Carpark aims to spark that conversation. 

Jeanette Winterson was born in Manchester and read 

English at Oxford, during which time she wrote her first 

novel, the Whitbread award winning Oranges Are Not 
the Only Fruit. Since then she has written over a dozen 

novels, children’s books and short story collections. She 

was awarded an CBE for services to literature in 2018. 
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THE ASSYRIANS 

Eckart Frahm 
 

For some 300 years, Assyria was the most prominent 

and powerful civilization in the ancient world. Starting 

from humble beginnings as a city state with roots in the 

third millennium, it grew into the first empire in world 

history. At its height, around 660 BCE, Assyria stretched 

from the Mediterranean Sea to the Persian Gulf, from 

the Arabian desert to western Iran and central Anatolia; 

but between 615 and 609 BCE, the empire experienced 

a sudden and dramatic collapse. Aspects of Assyrian 

civilization lived on in the political structures of later 

states, and in stories Biblical, Greek, and Roman writers 

told about legendary Assyrian kings and queens. It is 

only since the mid-19th century, however, when French 

and British diplomats and adventurers began to 

excavate Assyrian cities such as Nineveh and Calah, that 

we have been able to study the world of Assyria on its 

own terms. 

 

Eckart Frahm will bring this world to life again, 

highlighting the violence of Assyrian conquests and the 

beauty of Assyrian art, the dramatic conflicts that tore 

the Assyrian royal family apart, and the intellectual 

ambitions of Assyrian scholars and their royal patrons, 

which led to the creation of the world’s first universal 

library. The book will also explore Assyria’s legacy, up to 

and including the recent destruction of Assyrian 

archaeological sites by ISIS. In a time when our very 

history is under threat, it’s important – more now than 

ever – that we re-discover Ancient Assyria, a civilization 

that laid the foundations for all empires that were to 

follow. 

Eckart Frahm is Professor of Near Eastern Languages 

and Civilizations at Yale, as well as Faculty Affiliate of 

the Anthropology Division with Responsibility for 

Research on Cuneiform Tablets at the Yale Peabody 

Museum. Eckart is one of the world’s foremost experts 

on the Assyrian Empire, and has written extensively on 

ancient Mesopotamian history. The Assyrians will be his 

first narrative history for the trade. 
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CRUCIBLE OF HELL 
The Heroism and Tragedy of Okinawa 

Saul David 
 

April 1 and August 6, 2020 will mark the 75th anniversaries of the 

battle of Okinawa, and the dropping of the atomic bomb in 

Hiroshima, respectively. Saul David’s new book argues that US 

President Harry S. Truman’s decision to authorise the use of the 

atom bomb was directly influenced by the bloodbath on Okinawa.  

 

With Allied forces sweeping across Europe and into Germany in 

the spring of 1945, one enormous challenge threatened to derail 

America's audacious drive to win the world back from the Nazis: 

Japan, the empire that had extended its reach southward across the 

Pacific and was renowned for the fanaticism and brutality of its 

fighters, who refused to surrender, even when faced with 

insurmountable odds. Taking down Japan would require an 

unrelenting attack to break its national spirit, and launching such an 

attack on the island empire meant building an operations base just 

off its shores on the island of Okinawa. 

The amphibious operation to capture Okinawa was the largest of 

the Pacific War and the greatest air-land-sea battle in history, 

mobilizing 183,000 troops from Seattle, Leyte in the Philippines, 

and ports around the world. The campaign lasted for 82 blood-

soaked days, as the fighting plumbed depths of savagery. One 

veteran, struggling to make sense of what he had witnessed, 

referred to the fighting as the "crucible of Hell." As the US Marines 

spearheading the invasion drove further onto the island and 

Japanese defeat seemed inevitable, many more civilians took their 

own lives, some even murdering their own families. In just under 

three months, the world had changed irrevocably: President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt died; the war in Europe ended; America's 

appetite for an invasion of Japan had waned, spurring President 

Truman to use other means - ultimately atomic bombs - to end the 

war; and more than 250,000 servicemen and civilians on or near 

the island of Okinawa had lost their lives. 

Drawing on archival research in the US, Japan, and the UK, and the 

original accounts of those who survived, Crucible of Hell tells the 

vivid, heart-rending story of the battle  

Saul David is an historian and novelist, who has written 

both fiction and non-fiction. As a broadcaster, he has 

presented and appeared in history programmes for all the 

major TV channels. Saul is a Professor of Military History at 

the University of Buckingham. His book Operation 
Thunderbolt was made into a film by Participant and 

Working Title, starring Rosamund Pike and Daniel Brühl. 
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THE HABSBURGS 

To Rule the World 
Martyn Rady 
 

The definitive history of the dynasty that dominated 

Europe for centuries 

 

In The Habsburgs, Martyn Rady tells the epic story of a 

dynasty and the world they built - and then lost - over 

nearly a millennium. From modest origins, the 

Habsburgs gained control of the Holy Roman Empire in 

the fifteenth century. Then, in just a few decades, their 

possessions rapidly expanded to take in a large part of 

Europe, stretching from Hungary to Spain, and parts of 

the New World and the Far East. The Habsburgs 

continued to dominate Central Europe through the 

First World War. 

 

Historians often depict the Habsburgs as leaders of a 

ramshackle empire. But Rady reveals their enduring 

power, driven by the belief that they were destined to 

rule the world as defenders of the Roman Catholic 

Church, guarantors of peace, and patrons of 

learning. The Habsburgs is the definitive history of a 

remarkable dynasty that forever changed Europe and 

the world.  

Prof Martyn Rady is Masaryk Professor of Central 

European History at UCL. Martyn is one of the world’s 

foremost experts on Central Europe and the Habsburg 

Empire, and has written extensively on Romanian, 

German, Austrian, Croatian and British History. A Very 
Short Introduction to The Habsburg Empire was 

published in March 2017 by OUP. The Habsburgs will 

be his first full-length narrative history book for the 

trade. 
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THE LAST ASSASSIN 

The Hunt for the Killers of Julius Caesar 
Peter Stothard 
 

‘An implacable dictator cannot rest happy until each of 

his father’s many killers is dead. A gripping history for 

today of how the assassins of Julius Caesar fell one-by-

one, with ever fewer places to hide, before the 

vengeance of a would-be emperor. Peter Stothard is a 

master of modern writing about ancient Rome.’ Mary 

Beard, author of SPQR 

 

Cassius of Parma, poet and sailor, was the last assassin 

of Julius Caesar to be killed in the fourteen years of 

terror that followed the Ides of March.  

 

The final years of the Roman Republic are usually 

recounted from the top, through the eyes and ideals of 

the big winners and losers, Brutus, Mark Antony, the 

Emperor Augustus. The Last Assassin will tell a different 

story, how the lesser men lived with the greater, how 

Caesar’s many killers were hunted down by his would-

be successors, how, after an initial amnesty, they were 

executed, tortured and killed. 

 

This is a story of ordinary men’s motives at an 

extraordinary time, of ambitions, dreams, ideas, dizzying 

transformation in politics and desperate fear. 

Sir Peter Stothard is a British author, journalist and critic. 

He was editor of The Times and later the editor of The 
Times Literary Supplement, the only journalist to have 

held both roles. In 2010 his first book of memoir On 
the Spartacus Road combined an account of 

the Spartacus uprising with elements of autobiography. 

His second, Alexandria, The Last Nights of 
Cleopatra, extended the same form, including accounts 

of newspaper life alongside the story of his engagement 

with Greece, Rome and Egypt. Alexandria won the 

2013 Criticos Prize for literature on themes from 

ancient or modern Greece. The Senecans: Four men 
and Margaret Thatcher, his memoir of the 1980s and 

90s, was published in September 2016.  

37 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Tessa David 

 

Publisher: HarperCollins 

 

Editor: Arabella Pike 

 

Publication: 2020 

 

 

RIVER KINGS 

Dr Catrine Jarmin 
 
A cross between Silk Roads and The Hare with the 
Amber Eyes, RIVER KINGS offers a fascinating and 

completely new perspective on the Viking Age, arguing 

that the traditional Anglo-centric depiction of the Vikings 

shows us only a tiny slice of their world and exposing a 

vast Viking network of trade, conquest, and settlement 

that extended 5,000 miles into Asia. 

 

Taking a tiny bead made of carnelian, a semi-precious 

stone, Catrine traces its path from its resting place in the 

village of Repton, England back to its origin, an imagined 

bead-cutting workshop in Gujarat, India. Following in the 

wake of this bead and using a series of other objects as 

stepping stones along the way, she takes us back over a 

thousand years and plunges us into the complex and 

interconnected world of the Vikings.  

  

Catrine draws upon recent archaeological discoveries and 

cutting-edge scientific methods (including isotope analysis 

that now allows us to tell, from bones over a thousand 

years old, whether the person had eaten bread from 

Denmark or Derbyshire), and revisits excavations – such 

as the famous Repton site, resting place of the Great 

Army – to solve the puzzles that have eluded her 

predecessors for years.  

 

River Kings reveals, for the first time, the true scale of the 

Vikings’ world, enlarging far beyond the stories of Alfred, 

York, and Aethelred to include Istanbul, Baghdad and the 

Indian Ocean. A Viking world not just of warlords but of 

slaves, traders, children, and sailors; more dynamic, vivid, 

and global than any previous telling. 

 

Born in Oslo, Dr Catrine Jarman is Honorary Senior 

Research Associate at the University of Bristol and 

holds a PhD in Bioarchaeology. Her work has been 

featured in the major newspapers and in popular history 

magazines worldwide. She has taken part in 

documentaries for BBC4, History, Discovery, and Travel 
Channel, as well as contributing to several podcasts and 

radio interviews.  
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LIQUID HISTORY 

The Story of Us in 7 Rivers 
Dr Vanessa Taylor 
 

Rivers are the great natural arteries that run through 

our lives. We have tapped them, navigated them, 

dammed them and worshipped at them, but no society 

has survived without them. From the ancient 

ecosystems of Egypt to the sinking cities of Shanghai and 

London, what we do with our rivers tells us about who 

has power and what we value. Now, when 

environmental regulations are at their strongest and a 

passion for wild swimming is flourishing, when the 

Amazon is on fire and some of our major river systems 

are dying, it has never been clearer that rivers are 

intertwined with humanity at our best and our worst.  

 

This exciting new book is the narrative history of the 

Nile, Danube, Niger, Mississippi, Ganges, Yangtze and 

the Thames. It is a story of imperial frontiers, alluvial 

gold, kidnappings, slavery, de-colonialism, creation myths 

and the killing of rivers. It is about those who’ve lived 

and died on these rivers and their endless capacity for 

invention: their harnessing of oases and aquifers, their 

lotus pools and hanging gardens, their gigantic canal 

systems and elaborate fishing rituals, their absolute 

powers and their sly rebellions. At its heart are the 

empire-builders of the Chinese dynasties, Romans and 

Hindus and their river gods, the Habsburgs and 

Ottomans, Mughal emperors, the people of the Niger 

from Mali’s golden age to today, struggles of life and 

death on the Mississippi, and the dethroning of the 

British on the rivers of their unruly imperial subjects. 

 

This is the story of us, in seven rivers.  

Dr Vanessa Taylor is a historian of water, rivers and 

environmental history at the University of Greenwich. 

She has published extensively, written for BBC History 

Magazine and appeared on Channel 4 TV, and is one of 

the foremost experts on the history of the river 

Thames. Liquid History will be her first narrative history 

book for the trade. 
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OUT OF THE ASHES 

The Miraculous Story of Germany and Japan’s 
Meteoric Rise to Power After 1945 

Ray Stokes 
 
Summer 1945. Germany and Japan lay defeated and 

prostrate, their cities destroyed, their populations 

decimated, and their economies in tatters. Yet, within a 

decade, both countries were economically, industrially, 

and technologically resurgent. By 1960, in fact, the 

recently formed Federal Republic of Germany boasted 

the second largest economy in the capitalist world, 

while Japan ranked fifth. Both, moreover, had completed 

the journey from pariah to loyal ally of the world’s 

political, economic, and technological leader, the United 

States, a relationship that remained fundamental in the 

decades that followed as they retained – and in Japan’s 

case substantially improved – their position among the 

world’s dominant economies into the 21st century.  

  

Out of the Ashes tells the story of this remarkable 

transformation.  Today, Germany and Japan remain 

objects of widespread admiration, considerable envy, 

and sometimes visceral hatred. Their history since 1945, 

told together for the first time in Out of the Ashes, 
suggests ways in which other countries that, like them, 

face unabated globalization and the challenges that 

come with it, might emulate their extensive successes 

while at the same time avoiding their deep and 

sometimes highly troubling foibles. 

Raymond G. Stokes is a Professor of Business History at 

the University of Glasgow. One of the world’s foremost 

experts on the political economy of business and 

technology in Germany and Japan, he is the author of 

nine books to date. Building on Air: A History of the 
International Industrial Gases Industry, 1886 to the 
Present was published in 2016 by CUP. Out of the 
Ashes will be his first full-length narrative history book 

written for the trade. 
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Biography of a City 
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Praise for Partition:  
 
‘Barney White-Spunner’s book stands out for its judicious and 

unsparing look at events from a British perspective.’ Sunday Times 
Review 
 

'This book is at its most powerful in its month-by-month narrative 

of how Partition tore apart northern and eastern India, with the 

new state of Pakistan carved out of communities who had lived 

together for the past millennium.' BBC History Magazine  

 
There is a particular frisson about Berlin, a combination of 

excitement, anticipation, nervousness and the unexpected. 

Through all its life it has been a city of tensions; geographical 

tensions, religious tensions, political tension and artistic tension. 

Underlying all this was the ethnic tension, between multi-

racial Berliners and the Prussians; Berlin may have been the capital 

of Prussia but it was never a Prussian city. 

  

Few European cities have suffered from war as Berlin has. It has 

been sacked by the Hapsburg armies and the Swedes in the 30 

Years War; by the Austrians and the Russians in the eighteenth 

century; by the French for nearly eight years in the early 

nineteenth century; by the Russians again in 1945 and 

subsequently occupied, more benignly, by the Allied Powers from 

1945 until 1994.   

 

All this leads to one of the greatest enigmas of the twentieth 

century. How could a people as civilised, ordered and religious as 

the Germans support first a Kaiser and then the Nazis in inflicting 

such misery on Europe?  

 

In unwrapping the story of Berlin it is possible to find at least a 

partial answer to this puzzling question which lies partially in the 

unique, curiously un-Germanic tradition of its capital city. 

Sir Barney White-Spunner is a former regular soldier 

whose military career culminated as Commander of the 

British Field Army. He has written extensively on rural 

affairs and military history. Knighted in 2011, he is also 

an Honorary Legionnaire in the French Foreign Legion, 

a Member of the United States Order of Merit and 

holds the Knights Cross of Hungary.  Married, with 

three children, he lives in Dorset.   
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EMPIRE OF NORMANS 

Levi Roach 
 

The fact that the Normans conquered England in 1066 

is common knowledge. The fact that they also invaded 

and settled in Wales, Ireland, Southern Italy, North 

Africa and the Holy Lands, is not.  

 

This book brings to light these untold stories of the 

Normans. It relates how, within the span of two 

centuries, the descendants of a few shiploads of Viking 

marauders came to dominate the European and 

Mediterranean scene. It begins with the semi-mythical 

Rollo, the founder of a fledgling duchy in and around 

Rouen c. 911, and ends with Frederick II (d. 1250), the 

first Norman on the German throne. In between, it 

touches upon such subjects as William the Conqueror’s 

invasion of England (1066), the fall of Byzantine Asia 

Minor (1071), the First Crusade (1096–9), and the siege 

of Lisbon (1147). Throughout, the focus is on the 

human drama of the period, viewing events through the 

eyes of the participants, from Duke William (d. 1087) to 

Bohemond of Antioch (d. 1111). 

 

In the end, it was the very ubiquity of the Normans 

which spelled their downfall. As they became 

omnipresent, they became invisible; at once everywhere 

and nowhere. Their legacy became so self-evident, that 

their English, Irish and Italian descendants were (and 

are) scarcely aware of it any more. In remaking Europe 

in their own image, the Normans created a world in 

which Norman heritage and identity itself ceased to 

matter; it was taken for granted, and then forgotten. Till 

now, at least. 

 

For the first time charting Norman conquests across all 

of Europe and Asia, Levi Roach brings to light the sheer 

scale of the Norman achievement. 

Levi Roach is Senior Lecturer in Medieval History at the 

University of Exeter. He is a winner of the Royal 

Historical Society’s Alexander Prize, the Labarge Prize 

and the Longman-History Today Prize. 
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Bismarck: 24 Hours to Doom 

ARNHEM 

Ten Days in the Cauldron 
Iain Ballantyne 
 

It was a bridge too far and perhaps the whole plan was 
doomed to failure from the start, but we had to try, didn’t we?’ 
 

17 September 1944: 30,000 airborne soldiers prepare to drop 

64 miles behind enemy lines into Nazi-occupied Holland; tens 

of thousands of ground troops race down Hell’s Highway in 

tanks and armoured cars, trucks and half-tracks to link up with 

them. The goal – to secure eight bridges across the Rhine and 

end the war by Christmas. Ten days later, over 15,000 of these 

soldiers have died, are wounded, or missing. 6,000 have been 
taken prisoner. 

 

Operation Market Garden was the daring plan to stage a coup 

de main in occupied territory, gain control of those bridges, and 

obtain a direct route into Hitler’s Germany. But, the operation 

failed and the British forces suffered a brutal military defeat. In 

the 75 years since, tactics have been analysed and blame has 

been placed, but the heart of Arnhem’s story lies in the 

selflessness and bravery of those troops that fought, the 

courage and resilience of the civilians caught up in 

confrontation, and the pure determination to fight for their lives 

and their freedom. This is the story of ordinary people caught 
up in extraordinary events. 

 

In Ballantyne’s Arnhem, we go into battle with not only the 

famous commanders in the thick of the action, but also with all 

those whose fates were determined by their decisions. Based 

on first-hand interviews, military records, and diaries, we 

witness the confusion and mayhem of war – from the horrific 

and devastating to the surreal and mundane. But most of all, we 

witness the self-sacrifice and valour of the men who gave their 

lives to liberate strangers in a foreign country. 

Iain’s writing assignments have taken him flying over the 
Norwegian Arctic with the UK’s Commando Helicopter 

Force, on patrols with the Royal Marines in Ulster’s so-called 

Bandit Country (during the Troubles), into sea minefields off 
war-torn Kuwait and even into the Bosnian war zone. 

Winner of a British Maritime Charitable Foundation (BMCF) 

Special Recognition Award for his ‘consistent and 

unwavering contribution to raising maritime awareness over 
the years’, as a journalist Iain Ballantyne covered the front 

line activities of navies around the world. 
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SHOWTIME AT THE SAVOY 

Olivia Williams 
 

In 1889, Victorian impresario Richard D'Oyly Carte 

opened The Savoy, Britain's first luxury hotel. Allowing the 

rich to live like royalty, it attracted glamour, scandal and a 

cast of eccentric characters, with the D'Oyly Carte family 

elevated to a unique vantage point on high society.  

 

Showmen, Socialites and the Savoy will tell their story 

through three generations: Richard (the founder, who died 

in the same year as Queen Victoria), Rupert (a 

moderniser who saw the hotel through two world wars 

and the roaring twenties), and Bridget (a Queen-like figure 

who was one of mid-20th century Britain's wealthiest 

women).  

 

The book will explore their rollercoaster achievements, 

lifestyles and private lives, through the prism of this iconic 

hotel and its many distinguished guests - from Oscar 

Wilde to the Beatles. 

Olivia Williams is a journalist and author. She graduated 

with a scholarship and a master’s degree in modern 

history from Oxford University. In her final year she won a 

Rupert Murdoch student scholarship before working as a 

graduate trainee at the Daily Mail.  She wrote her first 

book Gin Glorious Gin: How Mother’s Ruin Became the 
Spirit of London. As a result of her cultural history of gin 

she has been a guest on Radio 4, Bloomberg, Sky Arts and 

CBS News. She often contributes to The Economist.com, 

Country Life, House & Garden, and the Evening Standard, 

and was shortlisted for the 2016 Richard Beeston bursary 

for foreign news reporting.  
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WHAM! GEORGE & ME 

Andrew Ridgeley 
 

For the first time, Andrew Ridgeley - one half of one of the most 

famous bands in the world - tells the inside story of WHAM!, his life

-long friendship with George Michael and the formation of a band 

that changed the shape of the music scene in the early eighties. 

 

1974, Watford, and two teenagers, Georgios Kyriacos Panayiotou 

and Andrew John Ridgeley, meet for the first time. It isn't football or 

fashion or girls that bring them together (actually, girls: yes). Instead, 

they soon discover that they are both mad about music. Together 

they set out to follow an impossible dream, rooted in their shared 

love of records, the artists that made them and the sheer joy of 

pop. 

 

They didn't know it then but they were taking their first steps 

towards forming WHAM! - soon to become the biggest band in the 

world. 

 

Now, for the very first time, Andrew Ridgeley tells that story. How 

he took the new boy at school under his wing, to buy some credit 

from his dubious teachers, and discovered a soul mate; how, in what 

seemed like an amazingly short time, he and George found 

themselves riding an astonishing rollercoaster of success and 

celebrity that took them all over the world, playing to screaming 

fans, tens of thousands strong. Together, they made and broke 

iconic records, struggled to make the right relationships at times, but 

always stayed true to themselves, despite a superstardom that 

would have torn apart most bands let alone friendships. 

 

WHAM! were the soundtrack to a decade, to a party that for a 

time seemed as if it would never end. But, of course, it did. In front 

of tens of thousands of tearful fans at Wembley Stadium in 1986, 

when George and Andrew played their final concert. Their 

friendship, however, remained, until the day George Michael died. 

WHAM! could never have been, if it were not for that chemistry, 

that kinship, that spark. And no other book will ever take you back 

to those days, as this one will. Charting the years 1974 to 1986 with 

humour, love and integrity, this is a once in a lifetime book about a 

once in a lifetime duo.  
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Andrew Ridgeley is one of the most recognisable faces of the 
80s. He was one half of the phenomenal pop duo, WHAM! 

Born in Surrey, he grew up in Bushey, Hertfordshire where he 

met George Michael. They sold multi-platinum albums and 
singles globally, having number 1 hits all over the world. He 

now pursues a variety of interests, significant amongst which is 

fundraising for The Dallaglio Rugby Works Charity. He splits 

his time between his homes in Cornwall and London.  
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WILD THING 

A Biography of Jimi Hendrix 
Philip Norman 
 

Praise for Paul McCartney: ‘’Norman is an enviably 

skilled pen-portraitist, with a consummate ability to 

conjure the presence of [McCartney]… A capably 

executed biography, brimming with detail.’ The 
Guardian 
 

Philip Norman shines a light on Jimi Hendrix’s life in 

commemoration of  the 50th anniversary of his passing 

 

As biographer of the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Elton 

John, Buddy Holly, John Lennon, Mick Jagger and Paul 

McCartney, Philip Norman unearthed revelatory new 

material where none was said to exist and produced 

books that transcended their subject to become 

literature. In that tiny topmost musical echelon whose 

names resonate in every country, culture and generation, 

there is only one left… 

 

Wild Thing is a whodunnit as much as a celebration of 

matchless artistry, the most cautionary of rock ‘n’ roll 

parables and a gripping chronicle of amazing times. After 

all these years of rumour and speculation, Jimi’s Afro-

haired ghost may finally be laid to rest.  

 

‘I tell you, when I die I’m going to have a jam session. I 
want people to go wild and freak out. And knowing me, 
I’ll probably get busted at my own funeral.’                                                                           
Jimi Hendrix 
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 Philip Norman began writing for The Sunday Times at 

the age of twenty-two, soon gaining a reputation as At-

ticus columnist. He is the author of biographies of fig-

ures such as, Mick Jagger, John Lennon, Buddy Holly and 

the ground-breaking biography of the Beatles, Shout!. 
His books have been translated into nineteen languages. 
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WIDOW BASQUIAT 

Jennifer Clement 
 

Film Rights Optioned by Hollywood Producer Mark 

Canton  
 
20th anniversary of first publication 
 

‘Engrossing . . . Clement offers far more clues to the cryptic 

symbols which litter his paintings than any art critic could.’ 

The Times 
 

‘A compelling book that leaves a giant sized lump in the 

throat . . . A vivid portrait of Basquiat, powerfully evoking his 

inventiveness as an artist.’ Independent on Sunday 
 

The beautifully written, deeply affecting story of Jean-Michel 

Basquiat’s partner, her past, and their life together 

 
New York City in the 1980s was a mesmerizing, wild place. 

A hotbed for hip hop, underground culture, and unmatched 

creative energy, it spawned some of the most significant art 
of the 20th century. It was where Jean-Michel Basquiat 

became an avant-garde street artist and painter, swiftly 

achieving worldwide fame. During the years before his death 
at the age of 27, he shared his life with his lover and muse, 

Suzanne Mallouk. 

 

A runaway from an unhappy home in Canada, Suzanne first 
met Jean-Michel in a bar on the Lower East Side in 1980. 

Thus began a tumultuous and passionate relationship that 

deeply influenced one of the most exceptional artists of our 
time. 

 

Award-winning author Jennifer Clement tells the story of the 

passion that swept Suzanne and Jean-Michel into a short-

lived, unforgettable affair. A poetic interpretation like no 

other, Widow Basquiat is an expression of the unrelenting 
power of addiction, obsession and love. 

Jennifer Clement is the President of PEN International and 

the first woman to be elected since the organization was 

founded. She studied English Literature and Athropology at 

New York University and also studied French Literature in 
Paris. She has an MFA in Fiction from the Stonecoast MFA 

program at USM. Her latest novel, Gun Love, was published 

in 2018.  
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THE LAST KING OF PATAGONIA 

Jonathan Franklin 

 
Why would a San Francisco entrepreneur sell his company, fly to the 

ends of the earth, invest US $400 million in paradise, and fight like hell to 

give it all away? 

 

Doug Tompkins made a fortune as founder of The North 

Face and Esprit. He also spent three months a year climbing mountains, 

kayaking remote rivers, and becoming a seasoned bush pilot. By the late 

1980's when his personally-held startup reached $1 billion in sales, with 

stores in 60 countries, Tompkins looked around and realized he had 

climbed the wrong mountain. Fashion and hip lifestyle were ‘things 

nobody needs.’ 

                 

He sold his San Francisco mansion, and flew halfway around the world to 

Patagonia, settling in a shack his friends called the ‘Hobbit House.’ Instead 

of the Golden Gate Bridge he now stared out the window at Volcano 

Michimahuida, blanketed in snow and prowled by pumas.  With no 

electricity, no roads, no telephone, Tompkins found inspiration in 

wilderness. Flying low over the rainforest Doug began to plot his 

counterattack against global capitalism. Tompkins launched PR campaigns 

that  sabotaged plans for an aluminum smelter, a hydro-electric dam and 

clearcutting of ancient forests.  He placed wanted posters for salmon 

farmers who shot seals.  

 

Buying up parcels of land, Tompkins spent nearly a half billion dollars as 

he stitched together millions of acres of rivers, forests and mountains. 

Fellow environmentalists dubbed it ‘Doug’s Ego-System.’ He was 

combative, creative, and as wealthy as his corporate enemies. With each 

conflict, threats to Tompkins worsened. Senators and Ministers called 

him a meddling foreigner and summoned their henchmen.  His phones 

were tapped. Shots fired at him while kayaking near his remote farm. His 

friends figured he’d be shot down in the low flying plane he used to 

surveil his enemies. 

 

Then Tompkins fell in love with Kris McDivitt, the former CEO of 

Patagonia Inc. Together they spent 25 years creating National Parks, and 

bringing back lost species in a process known as rewilding. They worked 

14 hour days. He the designer, she the producer of his  vision for 

parklands.  

 

In December 2015 Doug drowned in a freak kayak accident. Suddenly 

alone, Kris continued working on their wildlands philanthropy projects to 

alleviate her grief. Little did she  know that Doug’s death would be the 

catalyst to conserving 25 million acres of wildlands, all protected as 

National Parks. With his death and outpouring of sympathy, Doug 

Tompkins gained the clout to convert his private kingdom into a 

commonwealth. There will never be another King of Patagonia - the last 

one gave all the land back to the people.  

 

Jonathan Franklin is an award-winning journalist, regularly reporting for 

the Guardian, Washington Post, Dagbladet, Der Spiegel and Rolling 
Stone. His investigative reporting has been used by CBS 60 Minutes, 
A&E TV, the BBC and numerous documentary productions worldwide.  
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A WOMAN OF FIRSTS 
The midwife who built a hospital and changed the world 

Edna Adan Ismail with Wendy Holden 
 

BBC Radio 4 Book of the Week 

 

TV/Film rights optioned by Neal Street Productions 

 

‘The Muslim Mother Teresa - as tough as General 

Petraeus, as compassionate as the Pope, as tireless as 

Michael Phelps, as beautiful as Tina Turner, and has a 

‘get-it-done-no-excuses’ work ethic to rival Bill 

Gates.’ Huffington Post 
 

Edna Adan Ismail endured it all – for the women of 

Africa. 

Edna saw first-hand how poor healthcare, lack of 

education and ancient superstitions had devastating 

effects on Somaliland’s people, especially its women. 

When she suffered the trauma of FGM herself as a 

young girl at the bidding of her mother, Edna’s 

determination was set. 

The first midwife to practise in Somaliland, Edna became 

a formidable teacher and campaigner for women’s 

health. As her country was swept up in its bloody fight 

for independence, Edna rose to become its First Lady 

and first female cabinet minister. 

She built her own hospital, brick by brick, training future 

generations in what has been hailed as one of the Horn 

of Africa’s finest university hospitals 

This is Edna’s truly remarkable story. 
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Edna Adan Ismail is the former Foreign Minis-

ter of Somaliland Republic from 2003 until 2006, and 

had previously served as Somaliland's Minister of Family 

Welfare and Social Development. She is the director 

and founder of the Edna Adan Maternity Hospi-

tal in Hargeisa and an activist and pioneer in the struggle 

for the abolition of female genital mutilation. She is also 

President of the Organization for Victims of Torture.  
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PASSIONATE SPIRIT 

The Life of Alma Mahler 
Cate Haste 
 

‘[An] absorbing biography... Through reference to diaries, letters 

and interviews with Mahler's granddaughter, Haste draws a 

portrait of a complex, highly accomplished woman . Mahler is 

depicted as a woman who not only facilitated the creative 

pursuits of her husbands, but was an intellectual force in her 

own right’ Hannah Beckerman, Observer 
 

‘Cate Haste's seductively accessible biography offers a 

sympathetic interpretation of Alma's life. Written in elegant, 

lucid prose, her book is a treasure trove of European cultural 

riches and scandalous intrigue. [Alma] emerges as a tough, lively, 

cultured and wilful woman.  Compelling’ Economist 
 
The life of an extraordinary artist and intellect: the composer, 
author and socialite Alma Mahler, whose life spanned one of 
the most captivating and dramatic periods in history. 
 

Born into the dying days of the Habsburg Empire, Alma Mahler 

was at the epicentre of fin de siècle Vienna's artistic and 

intellectual life. A talented composer in her own right, she was 

open, generous, remarkably creative, curious, challenging and 

zealous in her pursuit of love. Artists, architects, musicians and 

writers jostled to join her coterie. Gustav Mahler was her first 

husband; Gustav Klimt her first kiss. 

 
The great men who were drawn into Alma's wake would be 

indelibly touched by her power and brilliance: from her second 

husband Walter Gropius, founder of the Bauhaus and 

modernist architecture, to the Expressionist painter Oskar 

Kokoschka and her last husband, writer Franz Werfel. But her 

life was inflected by tragedy, and the love, support and 

inspiration that Alma gave to the men she loved came at the 

heavy price of her own artistic fulfilment. As the turmoil of her 

century uprooted her from her homeland and she fled Austria 

first for occupied France and then America, it would be her 

love of music alone that sustained her through a series of great 

losses. 
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Cate Haste is a biographer, author and documentary 

film maker. Previous books include Craigie Aitchison, 
Nazi Women, Clarissa Eden and, with Cherie Blair, The 
Goldfish Bowl. She has directed documentary films for 

major TV networks on political and historical subjects 

including Cold War, End of Empire, The Churchills.  
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THE SCORE 

Dr. Virginia Apgar and the Medical Breakthrough that 

Saved Millions of Lives 

Áine Cain  
 

Throughout history childbirth has been as much about 

death as it is about life. Mothers and babies still hang in 

the balance during labor and its aftermath today.  

 

By the 1950s, one pioneering female physician noticed a 

disturbing obstetrical trend. The infant mortality rate 

was plummeting in the United States, and babies were 

still routinely dying within 24 hours of birth. 

 

Dr. Virginia Apgar wrote up a test to protect vulnerable 

infants and ended up saving tens of millions of lives with 

a simple idea. She took into account the screams, the 

coloring, and the reflexes of a newborn. Her score put a 

stop to many centuries of tragically unnecessary infant 

deaths.  

 

She shone a spotlight on the tell-tale signs of a struggling 

baby. But she also was a medical pioneer in the 20th 

century. She was an innovator and a maverick, telling 

the good-old-boy world of medicine to go spit at every 

turn. 

 

When the field of surgery slammed the door in her 

face, she entered the medical profession by smashing 

through a back window in the anesthesiology wing. And 

the world is better for it.  

Áine Cain is a senior retail reporter at Business Insider. 

She was born in Manhattan’s New York Presbyterian 

Hospital — the very place where Dr. Virginia Apgar 

first made her mark — with a ‘good,’ but since-

forgotten, Apgar score, according to her parents. Cain 

grew up hearing stories about Apgar’s adventures from 

her anesthesiologist father. She attended the College of 

William and Mary, where she earned a bachelor’s 

degree in history and developed an obsession for 

overlooked stories from the past. Cain lives in 

Westchester County.  

http://www.businessinsider.com/author/aine-cain
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VICTORY IN THE KITCHEN 

The Story of Churchill’s Cook 
Annie Gray 
 

After The Greedy Queen, food historian Dr Annie Gray  

looks into Churchill’s cook Georgina Landemare; in turn, 

this is a book about Sir Winston and his attitude towards 

food, as well as being a portrait of Britain in the pivotal 

years of the mid twentieth century. 

 

Praise for The Greedy Queen: ‘Zingy, fresh, and 

unexpected: Annie Gray, the queen of food historians, 

finds her perfect subject. A book to devour’ Lucy 

Worsley  

 
Sir Winston Churchill was Georgina Landemare’s most 

significant and long-term employer and a man who was 

notorious for his expensive tastes and love of fine food 

throughout his life.  

 

Victory in the Kitchen is a culinary biography: a life lived 

through food. It focuses on Georgina and her life, and is 

set against the a new perspective on Winston Churchill, a 

man who was notorious for his expensive tastes and love 

of fine food throughout his life. Through one eager eater, 

and one skilled cook, the book also therefore 

contextualises 20th century food through two figures 

who were both intimately involved with it.  

 

In 1956, when she was no longer employed by the 

former prime minister, Georgina published her own 

cookery book, Recipes from No.10, with a foreword by 

Clementine Churchill. Dr Annie Gray has rediscovered 

this book and each chapter contains a pertinent recipe 

from it. 

 

Dr Annie Gray is a food historian specialising in the 

Georgian, Victorian and early twentieth centuries. She’s a 

popular speaker and broadcaster and also works as a 

consultant to museums and heritage sites. She’s written 

for The Guardian and The Sun. She presented the TV 

series ‘Victorian Bakers’ on BBC2.The Greedy Queen 
was her first book. 
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THE WOMEN OF ROTHSCHILD 
The Untold Story of the World’s Most Famous Dynasty 

Natalie Livingstone 
 

From The Sunday Times bestseller author of The 
Mistresses of Cliveden 
 

Praise for The Mistresses of Cliveden: ‘Narratively 

enthralling … chronicled with scholarship, readability, wit 

and a fine eye for telling detail.’ The Evening Standard  
 
The Women of Rothschild is the untold history of the 

world’s most famous dynasty. It is both an intimate family 

drama, and a globe-spanning epic. It begins in Frankfurt’s 

eighteenth-century Jewish ghetto, plays out among the 

great cultural capitals of nineteenth-century Europe, and 

culminates in twentieth-century New York. 

 

At the end of the eighteenth century, the Rothschild 

business grew from a small coin shop in a German-Jewish 

ghetto, into a vast international bank, the like of which the 

world had never seen before. During this expansion, 

second-generation members of the Rothschild family 

departed the small and impoverished district in which they 

had grown up, in order to establish banking houses across 

Europe. For the Rothschild women, who were excluded 

from participating in the business by the terms of the 

founder’s will, the family’s sudden wealth and international 

dispersal created new opportunities for cultural and 

intellectual expression, and new ways in which to challenge 

enduring prejudices. Their cultural patronage, intellectual 

engagements and political campaigns drew on influences 

from across Europe and America.  

 

The women of the Rothschild family were no less 

international in outlook than their fathers, brothers or 

husbands, and their achievements were no less great. 

Natalie Livingstone was born and raised in London. She 
graduated with a first class degree in history from Christ’s 

College, Cambridge in 1998. She began her career as a 
feature writer at the Daily Express and now contributes 

to Tatler, Harper’s Bazaar, US Vogue, Elle, The 
Times and The Mail on Sunday. Natalie lives in London with 

her husband and three children.  
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F*CK BEING HUMBLE 
Stefanie Sword-Williams  
 

Take control of your career and reach your goals with this 

concise, timely and indispensable guide, from the founder 

of F*ck Being Humble.  

 

We don’t work in the same world that our parents did. 

The days of steadily climbing a well-defined career ladder, 

trusting that hard work will be recognised, and sticking to 

the rules will be repaid are behind us. We’ve been left 

scrambling for a skill set that reflects the reality of our 

working lives.   

 

Standing out on our own terms has never been more 

important and yet we still feel that self-promotion is taboo. 

Intended to provoke and challenge, F*ck Being Humble 

questions the wisdom of waiting for others to identify our 

best qualities. It will teach you to define what really matters 

to you and provides practical, actionable advice on every 

previously cringe-worthy element of crafting a career, and a 

life, that works for you.  

 

From finding the confidence to break out of a rut to 

networking without a fear of sounding stupid, demystifying 

the conversation around money to pitching yourself while 

still being yourself, F*ck Being Humble is the go-to guide to 

help you identify what makes you unique and how you can 

make the most of it. 

 

Whether you’re just starting your career or have 20 years 

under your belt, this essential book will give you the 

confidence and clarity to stop fearing self-promotion and 

start owning your life. 

Stefanie Sword-Williams founded F*ck Being Humble in 

2018 as an online platform and event series to promote 

underrepresented groups and empower people, 

particularly young women, to own their achievements. 

Stef is on a mission to rebrand self-promotion as a 

positive, and necessary, skill. It’s not about arrogance, it’s 

about identifying what you love and what matters to you 

and going after it wholeheartedly. At her sell out public 

events and workshops for global brands, Stef delivers 

practical, actionable advice in her inimitable style.  
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THE PHONEY WAR  
Staging, sleuthing, psyops, and the new online skirmishes 

which are taking us towards World War III 

James Harkin 
 
Praise for Hunting Season: 
 
‘Hunting Season is a masterclass in tireless investigation, war 

reporting and narrative journalism. It is hard to imagine a more 

fitting testament to Harkin's colleagues who never came 

home.’ Literary Review 

 
The Phoney War is a pacey frontline investigation by an 

analyst, investigative journalist and war reporter into how 

electronic information works in our new media landscape, and 

an argument that we can read new media better. It’s also a 

plea for a new kind of information truce - before those 

subterranean skirmishes spiral into a new world war. 

 
In the beginning was the photograph. Now we live much of 

our lives engaging actively on very sophisticated new media - 

taking pictures, shooting video, documenting everything and 

anything that we see.  

 

As our mobile phones and laptops become intimate 

accessories, The Phoney Wars argues, our new media 

gadgetry is becoming a powerful weapon in the hands of the 

geeks, jihadis, sleuths and secret service operatives who 

invented it and who always knew how to use it best – and 

whose information skirmishes are the likeliest spark to World 

War III.  

 

Whereas old media was used for propaganda making and 

spinning existing events, the book argues, these new media 

professionals and gifted amateurs are engaged in something 

more powerful – using electronic information, mobile phones 

and laptops as weapons in which the new media intervention 

is itself the main event.  

 

James Harkin is an Irish, London-based journalist and analyst of 

new ideas, new media and social trends. Formerly a tutor in 

politics at the University of Oxford, he is now an analyst and 

futurologist on new media, ideas, and social, political and 

technological change for Vanity Fair, Harper’s magazine, GQ, 

The Guardian and The Telegraph. He has published Hunting 
Season, based on the rise of the Islamic State Group, with 

Hachette US and Little Brown as well as Big Ideas, which 

evolved from his weekly column, with Little Brown and Knopf. 
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Democracy Hacked 

THE FLOOD 
How the deluge of news and information is 

overwhelming society, collapsing authority, and bringing 

about a crisis of knowledge 

Martin Moore 
 
You know the feeling. You haven’t checked your inbox for a few 
hours. You’ve not paid much attention to the news. You’ve ignored 

social media so you can get on with other stuff. And suddenly you 
start to feel… overwhelmed. The knowledge of how much there is 
waiting for you is too much. It gives you a feeling of nausea. 

 
What if this feeling of nausea overcame not just you but all your 
contemporaries? And not just your contemporaries but the whole of 

society? What if societies across the globe – organisations, institutions, 
public authorities, and governments – had started to feel 
overwhelmed by the deluge of news and information coming at them 

every day? 
 

This is where we find ourselves today – drowning in an ocean of 
news and information, without the concepts, capabilities or the 
bandwidth to figure out how to stay afloat. In this world of infinite 

information people say they feel less informed not more, and 
increasing numbers are actively avoiding the news. Worse, there are 
those taking advantage of the flood to distract and disorientate, to 

bury and distort. 
 
The result is a peculiar sense of having lost our moorings, of being 

swept down a river of unknowing, unsure of our direction, and 
constantly in fear of being submerged. As the flood of information 

overwhelms us it is tempting to try to return to a world of constraint, 
to rein in people’s opportunities for self-publishing or for accessing 
information. Such approaches are destined to fail. They are the 

equivalent of rushing to stop an oncoming tidal wave with sandbags. 
 
To navigate the flood we urgently need to re-think existing ideas 

about freedom, knowledge and authority, and we need to re-build 
our institutions and our politics. The alternative is to become lost in a 
sea of unknowing, where our democratic systems become less and 

less able to function, where irrationalism replaces Enlightenment 

values, and where beliefs in magic and conspiracy supersede 

scientific method and reason. 

Martin Moore is the author of Democracy Hacked: How Technology is 
Destabilizing Global Politics, published by Oneworld Publications (2018). 

He is the director of the Centre for the Study of Media, Communication 

and Power at King’s College London, and a Senior Lecturer in Political 

Communication Education. Before joining King’s, Martin was the 

founding director of the Media Standards Trust, an award-winning NGO 

and think tank. Prior to that he spent over a decade working in media 

and communications in Britain and the US. He lives on a farm in north 

Oxfordshire and has four children, along with various other animals.  
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IDENTITY, IGNORANCE, INNOVATION  

Matthew D’Ancona 
 
Praise for Post-Truth:  
 
‘It's officially BRILLIANT. And badly needed.’ Emily 

Maitlis 
 
‘D’Ancona’s punchy polemic asks questions that are 

urgently topical and undeniably important.’ The 

Guardian 
 

This book will be a deliberately provocative intervention 

in a global debate that has been paralysed by the 

continued use of out-dated categories of political 

analysis. 

  

It will propose a new way of understanding the 

pathologies and crises of developed societies in the early 

21st Century – and plot a way forward. 

  

It will challenge the weary assumptions of Left and Right 

with equal vigour. 

  

It is intended to be a call to arms in an age of political 

extremism, lazy populism and democratic torpor.  

Matthew d’Ancona is a British journalist and award-

winning political columnist who writes a weekly column 

for the Guardian. He was Deputy Editor The Sunday 
Telegraph before becoming editor of The Spectator in 

2006. During his editorship, the magazine enjoyed 

record circulation and he was named Editor of the Year 

(Current Affairs) in the 2007 BSME awards.  
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THE LIE DETECTOR 

Alex O’Brien 
 
We think we won’t be fooled again. And yet we are, 
time after time. Advertisers lure us into buying their 
wares. Politicians seduce us with promises and fake 
news. Even our closest friends – often unconsciously – 
are constantly manipulating us. How do they manage it? 
Why are we so vulnerable? 
 

A lie has no power by it’s mere utterance. Its power 

emerges when someone agrees to believe the lie. As we 

enter life in a culture of lies, fake news and alternative 

facts it matters even more that we learn how to tell 

truth from fiction. 

 

In The Lie Detector science journalist and keen poker 

player Alex O’Brien looks at how the experts navigate 

their way through a world of deception. Combining 

evidence from psychological research and a range of 

professionals – from FBI agents and behavioural 

economists to poker aces and bounty hunters – she 

assembles strategies we can all use to analyse the 

information that surrounds us every day. 

 
 

Alex O’Brien a London based science writer. Her work 

has appeared in The Guardian, Scientific American, 
Discover Magazine, Medium, The Huffington Post, 
Gizmodo, Delayed Gratification, The Long&Short and 

other publications.  She was shortlisted for Best 

Newcomer in 2016 by the Association of British Science 

Writers and is also co-founder of EquationX - A series 

of science related leadership events hosting talks and 

debates.   
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SNIFF 
A Nasalnaut’s Journey Through The Cosmos Of Smell 

Andrea Lippke 
 

SNIFF: A Nasalnaut’s Journey Through the Cosmos of 
Smell follows this one-of-a-kind sensory zealot as she explores the 

surprising connections that exist between this under-recognized 

sense and the world’s most pressing issues, fascinating cultural 

collaborations and cutting-edge scientific discoveries. The stakes, 

Tolaas believes, are high and her work touches on a dizzying array 

of topics—from art, architecture, fashion and design to psychology, 

physiology and microbiology to anthropology, race relations and 

sexual politics.  

  

SNIFF will trace the lively life and research of Tolaas, who 

confidentially collaborates with high level organisations to curate 

personalized “smell kits” for military purposes, who has researched 

the impact of scent on learning and memory with the Gates 

Foundation; revived the aroma of long-extinct plants from 

Harvard’s arboretum archives; recreated the smell of prehistoric 

settlements, panic disorders, cage fighters and World War I; and 

worked with numerous celebrities and public figures in service of 

their different “smell agendas”, as it were. 

  

Tolaas is, simply put, one of the world’s most sensitive human 

olfactory tools—and a pioneer in the exploration of humanity’s 

most available yet neglected sense. SNIFF aims to be a must-read 

for “scentualists” of all stripe, readers fascinated by the increasingly 

intersecting fields of olfaction, art and neuroscience and those 

looking to open up a new way of experiencing what Helen Keller 

so vividly called “the sensuous reality that interthreads and 

supports all the gropings of my imagination.” 

  

Author Andrea Codrington Lippke and Sissel Tolaas have had a 

professional relationship since 2007. Tolaas has granted Andrea full 

access to her Berlin lab and archives as well as past, present and 

future collaborators, and has agreed to let her shadow her on any 

number of projects in the upcoming year. 

 

Andrea is a New York–based editor and writer specializing in design and 

contemporary culture. Over the past 25 years she has had a biweekly design 
column in the New York Times, been an editor at the arts book publisher 

Phaidon Press, editorial director of the American Institute of Graphic Arts, 

senior editor at I.D. Magazine and a guest critic and lecturer at Parsons School 

of Design, the School of Visual Arts, Yale University, the Cranbrook Academy 

of Art, University of the Arts and Pratt. She has authored the books Kyle 
Cooper: Monographics (Yale University Press) and Greta Magnusson 
Grossman: A Car and Some Shorts (Arkitekturmuseet Stockholm) and 

written extensively for such publications as the New York Times, 
the Washington Post, Kinfolk, Metropolis and Cabinet.   
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SENTIENT 

Unleash Your Inner Menagerie 
Jackie Higgins  
 

Aristotle first proposed our five fundamental senses - sight, 

smell, taste, hearing and touch - over two millennia ago in 

his treatise De Anima and the notion has persisted, 

through Shakespeare's 'five wits', to today.  This near-

universal belief occurs across almost all cultures, in 

everyday conversation and scientific literature.  Yet modern 

science is not simply splintering the known senses into finer 

subdivisions but also uncovering novel and surprising ones 

at work within us.  The 'Sixth Sense' - once confined to 

the realms of pseudoscience with tales of telepathy or 

extra-sensory perception - is now considered scientific fact 

and moreover, joined by a seventh, an eighth, indeed as 

many as twenty-five distinct senses. 

 

Sentient explores the myriad ways we sense and make 

sense of reality, through our animal relatives. We share an 

evolutionary heritage with every creature that leaps, 

ambles, shimmies, swims or slithers on this planet. Through 

their eyes, ears, skin, tongues, noses and more, we embark 

on a journey to discover how we sense the world. 

Through them, we come to a deeper understanding of 

what it means to be human, but we also discover the 

untold story of a scientific revolution underway in the field 

of human perception.  

 

Gathering twenty-five zoological curiosities from land, air, 

sea and all corners of the globe, Sentient explores the 

parallel dimension beneath our awareness, where our 

evolutionary heritage enables us to subconsciously sense 

our environment in ways we never knew possible.  

Jackie Higgins grew up by the sea in Cornwall and has 

always been fascinated by the natural world.  She read 

Zoology at Oxford, as a student of Richard Dawkins.  She 

then worked on the ground-breaking BBC series 

Supersense revealing the world from an animal's 

perspective for the first time. She worked at Oxford 

Scientific Films for a decade, making wildlife films for the 

BBC, National Geographic and The Discovery Channel, 
and at the BBC Science Department making 

documentaries.  
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WHY WE EAT (TOO MUCH) 

The New Science of Appetite 
Dr Andrew Jenkinson 
 

A third of us are currently on a diet - how do we stop? And 

why are so many of us eating more but feeling hungrier than 

ever? 

For over 20 years, Dr Andrew Jenkinson has helped 

thousands of people to solve their weight problems. Looking 

at how we eat today, in this book he explores why modern 

nutrition has failed us. Why We Eat (Too Much) draws on 
the latest scientific research on appetite, anthropological 

insights from food habits around the world and personal 

stories of healthy and lasting weight loss - learn: 

- how to avoid the negative effects of the food and pharma 

industries 

- how diets actually work and how each food type nourishes 

you 

- why your hormones can cause weight gain and diabetes 

  

- how to lose weight for good, without counting calories 

 
- the real impact of geography and major life events on your 

body 

This book is your one-stop solution to eating well and feeling 

more energized. Jenkinson offers an innovative model for 

why we all should - and can - enjoy the benefits of dieting 

without enduring its downsides. 

 

 

Dr. Andrew Jenkinson is a leading bariatric surgeon and 

Senior Consultant in General Surgery at UCL Hospital. As 

well as his work for the NHS, he is head of Bariatric Surgery 

Development at The London Clinic and The Wellington 
private hospitals and runs a regular weight loss clinic in 

Dubai.  He has s travelled the globe presenting his research 

on obesity and teaching bariatric surgery, which he has been 

performing for 15 years. Throughout this time he has seen 
and treated over 3,000 patients and his conversations with 

them have been invaluable – providing him with the 

inspiration to write this book.  
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EXTREME ECONOMIES 

Survival. Failure. Future. 
Lessons from the World’s Limits 

Richard Davies 
 

Longlisted for the 2019 FT and McKinsey Business Book of the 

Year award  
 

‘Exciting to see economics strike out into the real world showing 

how trauma and chaos can yield raw truths about markets, 

monopolies and the state.’ Simon Jenkins 
 

In search of a fresh perspective on the modern 

economy, Extreme Economies takes the reader off the beaten 

path, introducing people living at the world’s margins. From 

disaster zones and displaced societies to failed states and hidden 

rainforest communities, the lives of people who inhabit these 

little-known places tend to be ignored by economists and policy 

makers. Richard Davies argues that this is a mistake, and explains 

why the world’s overlooked extremes offer a glimpse of the 

forces that underlie human resilience, help markets to function 

and cause them to fail, and will come to shape our collective 

future. 

 

Whether trekking with Punjabi migrants through the lawless 

Panamanian jungle or revealing the clever trick Syrians use to 

underpin trade in the world’s most entrepreneurial refugee camp, 

Richard Davies brings a storyteller’s eye to places where the 

economy has been destroyed, distorted, and even turbocharged. 

In adapting to circumstances that would be unimaginable to most 

of us, the people he encounters have become economic 

pioneers whose lives help us reflect on our own. 

 

At once intimate and analytical, Extreme Economies draws the 

lines between personal narratives and global trends, shedding 

light on today’s biggest economic questions and providing vital 

lessons for our turbulent future.  

Richard Davies is a British economist and journalist based in 
London. He currently is a fellow at the London School of 

Economics. Before this he held various posts in economic 

policymaking and journalism. He has been economic adviser 
to the Chancellor the Exchequer and Chair of the Council of 

Economic Advisers at the HM Treasury, an economist and 

speechwriter at the Bank of England, and economics editor 

of The Economist. He has also written for The Times, Sunday 
Times and 1843 Magazine. He was the editor of The 
Economist’s Guide to Economics. 
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH ECONOMICS 

A Guide for the Perplexed 
Robert Skidelsky 
 

Praise for Money and Government: ‘Skidelsky, historian 

and biographer of Keynes, is a major figure in the revival 

of Keynesian thought since the financial crisis. His aim in 

this ambitious new book is to argue that pervasive 

uncertainty, which Keynes emphasised in his seminal 

theory of the 1930s, explains why money and 

governments must be central players in any market 

economy.’ Martin Wolf, Financial Times’ Books of the 

Year 

 

This insightful book looks at how mainstream economics’ 

quest for scientific certainty has led to a narrowing of 

vision and a convergence on an orthodoxy that is 

unhealthy for the field, not to mention the societies 

which base policy decisions on the advice of flawed 

economic models. Noted economic thinker Robert 

Skidelsky explains the circumstances that have brought 

about this constriction and proposes an approach to 

economics which includes philosophy, history, sociology, 

and politics.  

 

Skidelsky’s clearly written and compelling critique takes 

aim at the way that economics is taught in today’s 

universities, where a focus on modelling leaves students 

ill-equipped to grapple with what is important and true 

about human life. He argues for a return to the ideal set 

out by John Maynard Keynes that the economist must be 

a ‘mathematician, historian, statesman, [and] philosopher’ 

in equal measure. 

Robert Skidelsky is Emeritus Professor of Political 

Economy at the University of Warwick. His three volume 

biography of the economist John Maynard Keynes (1983, 

1992, 2000) received numerous prizes, including the 

Lionel Gelber Prize for International Relations and the 

Council on Foreign Relations Prize for International 

Relations. Robert has given countless speeches at 

conferences, the Social Market Foundation and 

elsewhere. Most recently, he addressed the House of 

Lords on currency fluctuations in November 2016.  

63 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Agent: Caroline Michel 

 

Publisher: Bloomsbury 

 

Editor: Alexis Kirschbaum  

 

Publication: May 2020 

 

Rights sold: 

Chinese Simplified (Citic) 

Japanese (Toyo Keizai) 

 

Previous publishers: 

Estonia (Fontes) 

France (Saint Simon) 

Germany (Edition Korber) 

Greece (Dianeosis) 

Korea (KL Publishing) 

Poland (Kurhaus) 

Spain (Lettera Publicaciones) 

Taiwan (Business Weekly) 

Thailand (Openbooks) 

 

Japanese sub-agent: 

Tuttle-Mori 

 

 

THE NEW LONG LIFE 

Lynda Gratton & Andrew Scott 
 
From the authors of the The 100-Year Life, shortlisted for the 

FT/McKinsey Business Book of the Year Award  
 

After the prolonged success of The 100-Year Life, Lynda Scott 

and Andrew Gratton research on the substantial transformation 

that society and the economy will go through in the coming 

decades. Technology will transform nearly every facet of our life, 

as life extends we live longer and work longer. Both of these will 

transform our educational needs. How we live our life and how 

society is structured seems to be going through multiple 

transitions.  

 
The New Long Life is about all these changes. The authors 

explain why and how they are happening. Most importantly 

though the book focuses on what you can do as an individual to 

prepare for these changes and make the most of them, as well 

as on what we as a society need to do to adapt and respond.  

 

People are increasingly aware that what used to work as a basis 

for success no longer does. Whilst substantial change is coming, 

it will come gradually over time and that we have, both as 

individuals and as societies, time to respond. And crucially, we 

are able to shape these powerful forces to the benefit of 

society. Lynda and Andrew offer a nuanced perspective and 
focus on how you as an individual and we as a society can use 

these forces to benefit us.  

Lynda and Andrew are both professors at London Business 

School.  

 

Lynda is a professor in Organizational Behavior, she serves as a 

steward of the World Economic Forum and in 2017 was 

appointed to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s council on social 
change. She created the Future of Work Consortium ten years 

ago with more than 100 corporate members, and her ‘Future of 

Work’ elective is one of the top rated electives at the school.  

 

Andrew is a professor in Economics and a Fellow of All Souls, 

Oxford University and the Centre for Economic Policy 

Research. He has been an advisor on Monetary Policy to the 

House of Commons Treasury Select Committee and to Chief 

Economists at both the Bank of England (on monetary policy) 

and H.M.Treasury (on fiscal policy and debt management) and 

Economic Advisor to the Prime Minister of Mauritius between 

2007 and 2015.  
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HOPE IN HELL 

Confronting the Climate Emergency 
Jonathon Porritt 
 

Polemical book by leading expert environmentalist  

 

Accelerating climate change is now recognised by more and more 

people as the single greatest threat to the long-term future of 

humankind. Over the last two or three years, targets for 

decarbonising our economies have been set, but nothing much is 

happening in the here and now. Young people feel betrayed by a 

combination of empty promises, deep hypocrisy and continuing, 

chronic inaction.  

 

Hope in Hell rests on three core assumptions:  

 

 It’s not yet too late to avoid the worst consequences of 

accelerating climate change – a position that can be justified 

by the mainstream scientific evidence available to us today. 

 

 It’s not going to be ‘not too late’ for very much longer: the 

window of time available to us to avoid runaway climate 

change is rapidly closing down on us.  

 

 The only way of keeping that window of time open is 

unprecedented civil society action, on a global scale.  

 

Therein lies our only authentic hope for the future of humankind.  

 

Jonathon Porritt has been on the front line of green campaigning 

for more than 45 years, having joined the Green Party (then the 

Ecology Party) back in 1974. During that time, he has tried every 

which way to persuade people to change course, through his role 

in the Green Party. Despite all of the failures, knock-backs and 

shattered illusions, he is more hopeful today than he has been for 

a very long time that we can still change course – though this is 

going to be one hell of a radical and rocky ride.  

 

The first demand of Extinction Rebellion is ‘Tell the Truth.’ Hope 
in Hell doesn’t shy away from the empirical reality of where we 

now find ourselves, brimming with authentic hope, making the 

case for the argument that it is still, definitely not too late. 

Jonathon Porritt, Co-Founder of Forum for the Future, is an 
eminent writer, broadcaster and campaigner on sustainable 

development. Established in 1996, Forum for the Future is 

now the UK’s leading sustainable development charity, with 
70 staff and over 100 partner organisations, including some 

of the world’s leading companies.  
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MY PENGUIN YEAR 

Living with Emperors - A Journey of Discovery 
Lindsay McCrae 
 
‘His remarkable memoir is rich in the technological and 

logistical challenges of filming in extreme conditions. But most 

gripping are his fine-tuned observations of these beautiful 

metre-high birds, which must survive and raise their young in 

temperatures as low as −60 °C.’ Nature 

‘A dramatic saga forged by passion, honesty and a rare skill as a 

naturalist and film-maker… this [Linday’s] wonderful and frank 

story. There are lines of penguins and blizzards, but there's also 

the emotional turmoil of being separated from his home, his 

new wife and his unborn child. All his musings and observations 

combine to produce a compelling tale of the man, those 

extraordinary birds and that lonely place at the end of the 

earth.’ Chris Packham 

Emperor penguins have the most extraordinary lifecycle. 

They march up to 100 miles over solid ice to reach their 

breeding grounds. They choose to breed in the depths of 

the worst winter on the planet; and in an unusual role 

reversal, the males incubate the eggs, fasting for over 100 

days to ensure they introduce their chicks safely into their 

new frozen world. 

 
My Penguin Year recounts award-winning cameraman 

Lindsay McCrae's adventure to the end of the Earth, 

spending a year filming the most resilient creatures in 

nature. He had to overcome the inevitable sacrifices that 

came with living his childhood dream; facing down the 

personal obstacles of being over 15,000km away from the 

comforts of home almost proved too much. Out of that 

experience he has written an unprecedented portrait of 

Antarctica's most extraordinary residents. 

Lindsay McCrae is a natural history camera operator & 

photographer who turned professional before the age 

of 20 following a life-long obsession with British wildlife. 

He spends at least 6 months of every year away from 

his family, usually abroad in the most remote parts of 

the planet filming rarely seen wild animals at extremely 

close quarters.  
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THE REAL ZODIAC 

Tom Kerss 
 

The Real Zodiac is a guide to reacquainting ourselves with the 

night sky - seeking out and understanding the real constellations 

that inspired our star signs. Drawing from both the old tales 

about the stars and the science of their true nature, this book 

tells the wonderful true story of you and the Universe. The 

constellations Tom has chosen to focus on are visible to every 

country on earth and held significance to almost every 

civilization. 

We have never been closer to the night sky. Over 60 years of 

space exploration, telescopes that make the far reaches of our 

own once-mysterious galaxy accessible to the human eye, and 

almost unfathomable progress in astrophysics have transformed 

our understanding of the stars.  

At the same time we have never been more disconnected from 

them. Most of us live in cities with such severe light pollution 

that a starry night is a rare and inaccessible pleasure. In spite of 

this (or perhaps because of it), our fascination with the stars 

continues to grow and the popularity of astrology reflects the 

human need to find meaning in the Cosmos. 

 

The twelve constellations that make up the zodiac are as 

accessible as they are important and have been touchpoints for 

stargazers for thousands of years. Visible from nearly everywhere 

on earth, they contain some of the brightest stars in the sky- so 

bright in fact that they’re visible even through the fluorescent 

haze of a central London night.  

The myths and stories pinned to these stars were the 

foundation for astronomical understanding long before the 

development of the scientific method. Astronomy has now 

provided the answers that were sought for most of human 

history, and it is up to us to revive the storytelling tradition of 

the past to engage with them. 

Tom Kerss is an astronomer, astrophotographer, writer and 

science communicator. He is an expert on both the ancient 

lore of the sky and the cutting-edge science used to probe it 

today. He has written for a range of publications from BBC 
Sky at Night to The Guardian. Having been based at the 

Royal Observatory in London, he has delivered thousands of 

talks, and makes frequent media appearances on radio and 

television, including BBC Radio 4, The Compass, BBC News, 
Sky News, CNN, Horizon, and The One Show. 
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THE FUTURIST 

Helen Job 
 

You can build the future you want: what the world’s biggest 

brands can teach us about navigating an uncertain world  
   

How does a vodka company handle a generation who 

doesn’t drink?  

 
What does an iconic denim brand do when a statement of 

support for gun reform alienates the majority of its 

customers?  
 

How do global organisations future proof their business, act 

ethically, and keep pace with the people they want and need 
to engage?  

  

They call upon a futurist who understands that progress is 
not linear, that humans are contradictory, and that only by 

understanding individuals can brands gain any kind of control 

over where they’re going next.  

  
The same strategies that are allowing the world’s biggest 

brands to navigate a world in flux and economic, social, 

political, and environmental norms that are unrecognisable 
from those of last century, last decade or (realistically) even 

last year, can be applied on an individual level.  

  
This book is a guide to preparing yourself for the future, for 

taking back control in an uncertain world, and for mapping a 

path of individual action in an ever-changing landscape.  

Helen Job is an expert in future research and trend 
forecasting. She has led global futures, cultural intelligence, 

trend, research and strategy teams for Flamingo, WGSN and 

MTV in New York and London and worked with brands 
including Adidas, Sonos, Ikea, and Levis to future proof their 

businesses. She conceptualised the Global Trend Forecasting 

Curriculum for Parsons School of Design and is a visiting 

lecturer for the University of Westminster, UAL and Hyper 
Island internationally.  A regular speaker on industry panels 

at global events, including SXSW Interactive, Helen was 

recently named one of The Drum’s 50 best female speakers 
in the UK.  
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HONOUR 

Achieving Justice for Banaz Mahmod 
Caroline Goode 
 

ITV Studios are currently filming the TV adaptation with 

Keely Hawes playing the real-life detective Caroline 

Goode  

 

When Rahmat Sulemani reported his girlfriend Banaz 

missing, it quickly became clear to DCI Caroline Goode 

that something was very wrong. In fact, Banaz had 

contacted her local police station multiple times before, 

even listing the names of the men she expected to 

murder her in a so-called honour killing. Her parents 

didn't seem worried about her whereabouts, but Banaz 

had already accused them of being in on the conspiracy. 

  

DCI Goode's homicide team took on the investigation 

before they even had proof that a murder had taken 

place. What emerged was a shocking story of betrayal 

and a community-wide web of lies, which would take 

the team from the suburban streets of south London to 

the mountain ranges of Kurdistan, making covert 

recordings and piecing together cell phone data to 

honour Banaz's memory and finally bring the killers to 

justice.  

  

Caroline Goode served for 33 years in the 

Metropolitan Police in London, England. She retired as a 

Detective Superintendent in the Counter Terrorism 

Command, prior to which she spent ten years leading 

in excess of 100 complex murder investigations. After 

the Banaz case, she went on to train thousands of 

police officers nationally and internationally in Honour 

Based Violence Awareness and was awarded the 

Queens Policing Medal for her work in 2012. 
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DISASTERS BY CHOICE 

Ilan Kelman 
 

An earthquake shatters Haiti and a hurricane slices 

through Texas. We hear that nature runs rampant, 

threatening to destroy us through these ‘natural 

disasters’. Science recounts a different story, that ‘natural 

disasters’ do not exist. Instead, we put ourselves in 

harm’s way and we fail to take measures which we 

know will avoid disasters, no matter what the 

environment does. 

 

Fundamentally, disasters are not natural. We create 

them and we can choose to prevent them. 

 

In this clear and impassioned call to arms, Ilan 

Kelman narrates disaster stories to show how we can 

and should act to stop people dying when nature 

unleashes its worst. The disaster is not those forces and 

energies; it is not the tornado, the volcanic eruption, or 

the tsunami. The disaster is deaths and injuries, losing 

irreplaceable property, and denying support to affected 

people so that a short-term interruption becomes a 

long-term recovery nightmare. The disaster is our 

inability to deal with the environment and with 

ourselves. Ultimately, the disaster is us. 

 

In a journey from the Caribbean to the Bay of Bengal 

and from Houston to Wellington, Kelman taps into the 

richness of human history, experience, and expertise, 

presenting scientific knowledge to explain why natural 

disasters so rarely exist and, most importantly, what we 

should be doing to prevent them.  

Ilan Kelman is a Reader in Risk, Resilience and Global 

Health at University College London (UCL), England 

and Professor II at the University of Agder, Kristiansand, 

Norway. His overall research interest is linking disasters 

and health, including the integration of climate change 

into disaster research and health research. 
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Murder at Small Koppie 

SHOTS FROM THE EDGE 
A Journalist’s Encounters with Conflict and Resiliance 

Greg Marinovich 
 

From the winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the Alan 

Paton Award 

 

As an award-winning photojournalist and part of the 

Bang-Bang Club, Greg Marinovich has covered war and 

conflict all over Africa and the world. In Shots from the 
Edge he recounts his experiences in these conflict zones, 

recalling interviews with the perpetrators and the victims 

of violence, from rebels, child soldiers and terrorists to 

peacekeepers, aid workers, rape survivors, orphans and 

amputees. The book takes the reader throughout South 

Africa, and to Angola, Mozambique, Somalia, Rwanda, 

Bosnia, Chechnya, Palestine and many other contested 

zones. 

  

With compassion and care, Marinovich documents more 

than two decades’ worth of turbulent history and reveals 

the people involved in the conflict. Some of the 

moments are deeply moving and profound; others so 

surreal as to blur into insanity. From coming under fire 

with United Nations peacekeeping troops in the Lašva 

Valley and being escorted around Mogadishu by a crew 

of gunmen for hire, to running through the streets of 

Johannesburg as Inkatha and the ANC face off at Shell 

House, the reader is exposed to people, places and 

experiences that would otherwise be difficult to 

comprehend.  

  

The accounts in Shots from the Edge  are at once 

insightful, tragic, shocking and occasionally humorous, but 

above all they are a poignant reminder of the brutality 

and indignity of war, and man’s capacity for cruelty. 

Greg Marinovich spent 25 years covering conflict 

around the globe, with his writing and photographs 

appearing in magazines and newspapers worldwide. He 

gives lectures and workshops on human rights, justice 

photography and storytelling, and has taught at Harvard 

and Boston University.  
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FALL DOWN, GET UP, REPEAT 

My Unstoppable Cross-Fit Journey 
Sam Briggs 

 
Sam Briggs is a social media phenomenon and the 

one of the biggest and most successful names in 

CrossFit, one of the world’s fastest-growing 

participation sports. With 625K followers on 
Instagram, Sam speaks to a huge audience, who are 

fascinated and inspired by her career and feats in a 

sport that has become a phenomenon, with 1000s 

of new CrossFit gyms opening every year.  

 
Sam is one of CrossFit’s true champions, and one of 

the world’s most determined and talented athletes. 

She was CrossFit’s first female superstar and the 

respect she holds within the sport is unparalleled. 

 
What makes Sam’s story special and what has 

inspired her to write a book is that in becoming the 

best of the best she has had to re-write the rule 

book. Sam was almost 28 years old when she took 

up CrossFit yet she reached the very top within just 

four years, winning the World Games in 2013. That’s 
almost underheard of in any sport, let alone one that 

challenges you to become the fittest human being 

on the planet.  

 

What has happened since then is perhaps equally 
impressive as, despite suffering a series of debilitating 

injuries, Sam has finished in the top five in every 

subsequent appearance in the CrossFit Games. 

 

Her book will be both inspiring and revealing. An 
inspirational memoir for anyone wishing to achieve 

their best and gain insight into what it takes to 

achieve your dreams, no matter who you are.  
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HOW I BECAME THE STRONGEST MAN ON 

EARTH 

Brian Shaw 
 
Brian Shaw is a real-life super-hero. A legend, who has won 
the World’s Strongest Man Competition four times, more 
than any other US athlete.   
 

In How I Became the Strongest Man on Earth he will reveal 

for the first time exactly what is required to become one of 
the strongest human beings in history and the most successful 

strength athlete the USA has ever produced. From force 

feeding himself for hours every day in order to take on the 

required amount of calories (up to 12,000, roughly five times 
the amount a so-called ‘normal’ human being will consume) 

to competing at the coveted Arnold Classic having just ripped 

a calf muscle off the bone - something that would have had 
most mere mortals hobbling to a hospital and screaming in 

pain. 

 
Honest and inspirational, Brian’s memoir will reveal the 

mental and physical challenges he has faced. Most notably 

when, the year after winning the World’s Strongest Man for 

the first time, he woke up to find he’d lost the use of both his 
hands. At the time he was on top of the world and was 

considered to be the future of strongman. With no manager 

or coach to lean on, and a tumultuous personal life, Brian was 
left to face things on his own and he freely admits that he 

came close to giving up – not just on strongman – but on life 

itself. But by ‘concentrating on even the smallest positives’ 
and refusing to believe the doctors who had written him off, 

Brian slowly but surely made it back to the top and went on 

to preside over one of the most exciting and talked about 

periods in the history of strongman.   

 

Brian will also explore the benefits of being brought down to 

earth by having a family and becoming, as he puts it, ‘just a 

regular American dad.’ It’s Brian’s belief that being able to 

combine kicking a soccer ball around with his children before 
dropping them off at school with pulling a 30 tonne 

aeroplane along a runway in front thousands of people, or 

throwing a 50Ib beer keg eight or nine metres in the air, is 

the ultimate motivation and one of the many things that has 

made this incredible human being an inspiration to millions.   
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