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ANNIVERSARIES 

EDMUND CRISPIN 
 

100th ANNIVERSARY in 2021 
 

‘One of the last exponents of the classical English detective 
story...elegant, literate, and funny’ - The Times  
 
 
‘Hilarious… ranks among the most amusing light novels 
ever written’ - Washington Post  
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None but the most blindly credulous will imagine the characters and events in this story to 
be anything but fictitious. It is true that the ancient and noble city of Oxford is, of all the 
towns of England, the likeliest progenitor of unlikely events and persons. But there are 

limits. 

Edmund Crispin was the pseudonym of (Robert) Bruce Montgomery (1921-1978). After a 
brief spell of teaching, he became a full-time writer and composer, particularly of film music. 
He also edited science fiction anthologies, and became a regular crime fiction reviewer for 
The Sunday Times. His friends included Philip Larkin, Kingsley Amis and Agatha Christie.  
 
Montgomery wrote nine detective novels and two collections of short stories under the 
pseudonym Edmund Crispin (taken from a character in Michael Innes's Hamlet, Revenge!). 
The stories feature Oxford don Gervase Fen, who is a Professor of English at the university 
and a fellow of St Christopher's College, a fictional institution that Crispin locates next to St 
John's College.  
 
His whodunits have complex plots and fantastic, somewhat unbelievable solutions, including 
examples of the ‘locked room’ mystery. They are written in a humorous, literary and 
sometimes farcical style and are also among the few mystery novels which occasionally 
break the fourth wall  and speak directly to the audience.  



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Current sales: 
UK: HarperCollins 
US: Bloomsbury Reader/Agora 
Catalan: Enciclopedia 
German: Aufbau 
Spanish: Impedimenta 
Slovakian: Amma Books 
Russian: AST 
 
All titles and previous 
publishers 

GERVASE FEN SERIES 
 
'A classic crime novel with a surreal streak… It's a clever, 
energetic romp, written with wit.'  
Val McDermid  
 
 
As inventive as Agatha Christie, as hilarious as P.G. 
Wodehouse. The Gervase Fen series is crime fiction at its 
quirkiest and best.  
 
The eccentric professor Gervase Fen is an eloquent, 
brilliant academic who prefers to solve crimes in and 
around Oxford University. Crispin’s novels offer intelligent 
entertainment, ingenious plots, wit and literary allusion, 
sharply observed dialogue and high-quality writing.  
 
Fen appears in nine novels (The Case of the Gilded Fly, Holy 
Disorders, The Moving Toyshop, Swan Song, Love Lies 
Bleeding, Buried for Pleasure, Frequent Hearses, The Long 
Divorce, The Glimpses of the Moon) and two books of short 
stories (Beware of the Trains, Fen Country). 

5 
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Liam O’Flaherty (1896-1984) was an Irish novelist and short-story writer whose works 
combine brutal naturalism, psychological analysis, poetry, and biting satire. He was 
considered to be a leading figure of the Irish Renaissance, but, although a native Irish-
speaker, he wrote almost exclusively in English. 
 
In 1917 O’Flaherty abandoned his training for the priesthood and embarked on a varied 
career as a soldier in World War I and an international wanderer in South America, Canada, 
the US, and the Middle East. After coming back to Europe and taking part in revolutionary 
activities in Ireland, he settled in England where, destitute and jobless, he took to writing. 
 
In 1923 O'Flaherty published his first novel, Thy Neighbour's Wife. In 1925 he scored 
immediate success with his best-selling novel The Informer which won him the 1925 James 
Tait Black Memorial Prize for fiction and was made into a film by the well-known director 
John Ford in 1935.  
 
Most of O'Flaherty's writing took place between 1928 and 1937, when he wrote 14 of his 
16 novels as well as many of his short stories, a play, and a few non-fiction books.  

LIAM O’FLAHERTY  
 
100th anniversary of the Irish Civil War whose events are 
narrated in the seminal novel, The Informer. 
‘He was ranked as a key figure in the Irish Renaissance, a 
literary movement that sought to explore the wealth of 

Irish culture.’ - New York Times 
 

‘It is tremendous. It is biblical. It is the best Irish 
historical novel to date.’ - Seán O’Faoláin on Famine 

 
‘A legendary writer whose tales are wild and primitive 
evocations of savage creatures, human and animal.’ 

Mary Campbell 
 

‘He is the one really successful novelist of the post-
revolutionary period.’ - Maurice Harmon 
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Current sales: 
French: Belfond (The Informer), 
Klincksieck (Selection of Stories) 
Spanish: Libros del Asteroide 
(The Informer)  

THE INFORMER 
 
Liam O'Flaherty's powerful novel is a story of political 
betrayal, a brand of sin long abominated in Irish 
history. Set in 1920's Dublin in the aftermath of the 
Irish Civil War, the novel centres on Gypo Nolan. 
Having disclosed the whereabouts of his friend Frankie 
McPhillip to the police, Gypo finds himself hunted by 
his revolutionary comrades who seek revenge for this 
betrayal.  

THE SHORT STORIES 
 
‘I do not hesitate favourably to compare his work with 

that of the most expert writers of the short story.’ 
 The Spectator 

 
‘Mr O’Flaherty’s sympathy with the impulses of a wild 

thing, his keen observation of animal habit and his 
power of vigorously describing crises of animal 

existence, The Wild Goat’s Kid and The Wounded 
Cormorant in particular, are little masterpieces, told 
without misplaced sentiment or pathetic fallacy, but 

with a warm realism that produces an admirable 
effect.’ - The Times Literary Supplement 

 
‘Nothing seems to escape Mr O’Flaherty’s eye; his brain 

turns all things to drama; and his vocabulary is like a 
river in spate. Spring Sowing is a book to buy, or to 

borrow, or, yes, to steal.’ - The Bookman  
 

‘One of our most gifted authors… Mr O’Flaherty goes 
deeply into the situation with a mind joyously full of 

intelligence and original sin.’ - Rebecca West  
 



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

BERNICE RUBENS 
 
50TH ANNIVERSARY OF HER BOOKER PRIZE WIN 
 

'A compelling storyteller, weaving her novels from many 
strands: her own vivid experiences, her friends' and family's 
lives, centuries of Jewish tradition and history; above all, her 

remarkable and disturbing imagination. In everyday places she 
showed the horrors that can lie behind net curtains and 
cosiness, polite conversation or an unexplained wink.'  

The Guardian  
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Bernice Rubens (1928-2004) was born in Cardiff into a musical family from a Jewish-
Lithuanian father and a Polish mother. She began writing at the age of 35, when her children 
started nursery school. Her second novel, Madame Sousatzka, was filmed by John 
Schlesinger, with Shirley MacLaine in the leading role.  
 
Her fourth novel, The Elected Member, won the 1970 Booker prize. She was shortlisted for 
the same prize again in 1978 for A Five Year Sentence.  
 
She was an honorary vice-president of International PEN and served as a Booker judge in 
1986.  



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Current sales: 
UK: Little, Brown 
Hebrew: Penn 
Macedonian: Kongresen 
Servisen Centar  
Russian: Knizhniki 
 
All titles with current  and 
previous publishers 

THE ELECTED MEMBER (Winner of the Booker Prize) 
 

'She has a large compassion, and an intelligence which 
makes her compulsively readable.' - New Statesman 

 
'Splendidly sane, compassionate and often grotesquely 

funny.' - Daily Telegraph 
 
Norman is the clever one of a close-knit Jewish family in 
the East End of London. Infant prodigy; brilliant barrister; 
the apple of his parents' eyes... until at forty-one he 
becomes a drug addict, confined to his bedroom, at the 
mercy of his hallucinations and paranoia. 
For Norman, his committal to a mental hospital 
represents the ultimate act of betrayal. For Rabbi Zweck, 
Norman's father, his son's deterioration is a bitter 
reminder of his own guilt and failure. Only Bella, the 
unmarried sister, still in her childhood white ankle socks, 
can reach across the abyss of pain to bring father and son 
the elusive peace which they both desperately crave. 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rVTXLWIORCCcUCB_m_ztd7SO8PXDVDFjNbASvaMU1sE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rVTXLWIORCCcUCB_m_ztd7SO8PXDVDFjNbASvaMU1sE/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

COMPLETE BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
391 titles 
 
MAIGRET NOVELS: 75 titles 
 
MAIGRET SHORT STORIES:  28 
titles 
 
ROMANS DURS: 119 titles 
 
NON-MAIGRET SHORT STORIES: 
129 titles 
 
AUTOBIOGRAPHIES/ASSORTED 
TITLES: 25 titles 
 
TRAVELOGUES: 12 titles 

GEORGES SIMENON 
 
90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREATION OF 
COMMISSAIRE MAIGRET 
 
'A writer who, more than any other crime novelist, 
combined a high literary reputation with popular appeal.'  
P.D. James 
 
‘My reading? I read Tout Simenon, and when I’m done, I 
start all over again.’ - Claude Chabrol 
 
Simenon is the 17th most translated author in the world 
and the most translated Belgian author. His work has been 
translated into over 30 languages and published in over 50 
countries, with over 800 million books sold worldwide. 
 
Recipient of the 1959 Edgar Award for Best Foreign Film, 
recipient of the 1966 Edgar Grand Master Award, 2005 
nominee for the title of The Greatest Belgian. 
 
Georges Simenon (1903-1989) was a prolific  writer best 
known for his novels and short stories featuring Inspector 
Jules Maigret. Author of hundreds of published works, he 
once claimed to be able to finish a book in fourteen days 
between writing and editing.  Simenon's work has been 
widely adapted for cinema and television, including 3 
separate Maigret TV series.  He is credited on at least 171 
productions.  
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MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

C. S. FORESTER  
 

Feature film rights to THE GOOD SHEPHERD sold to 
Filmnation, who are producing in association with Tom 
Hanks’s company Playtone.  Hanks not only stars in the 

movie but has also written the script. 
The film’s title is Greyhound: its scheduled  release is for 

Spring 2020. 

 
 
‘I recommend Forester to every literate I know.’  
Ernest Hemingway  
 
 
‘A high and glittering excitement...[Forester] has no master 
and few peers.’ - The New York Times  

12 

 

Cecil Scott Forester (1899-1966) was the pen name of Cecil Louis Troughton Smith, who rose 
to fame with tales of adventure and military crusades. His most notable works were The 
African Queen and the eleven-book Horatio Hornblower series, about naval warfare during 
the Napoleonic era, which is now reissued in a 3-set brand new edition  by The Folio Society, 
lavishly illustrated by Joe McClaren and introduced by Bernard Cornwell. 
 
Forester’s books are not new to prestigious film adaptations and The African Queen was 
made into the iconic movie starring Humphrey Bogart and Katharine Hepburn in 1951 (and 
afterwards into a TV series in 1977). A Ship of the Line and Flying Colours were jointly 
awarded the 1938 James Tait Black Memorial Prize for fiction. 



 

 

MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

 
Current sales: 
 
UK: Penguin 
Brazil: Record 
Chinese (Simplified): Beijing 
United Creadion  
Chinese (Complex): Spring 
French: Place des Editeurs 
Greek: Brainfood Media 
Hungary: Partvonal   
Italian: Newton & Compton;  
Polish: Zysk 
Romanian: Corint 
Russian: Atticus 
Swedish: NoNa 
Turkish: Egitim Yayinevi 

 
 
All titles with current  and 
previous publishers 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD (aka GREYHOUND) 
 
The Old Man and The Sea meets Dunkirk in this 
wonderfully real and sustained impression of war at sea, 
soon to be a major motion picture starring Tom Hanks. 
 
The mission of Commander George Krause of the United 
States Navy is to protect a convoy of thirty-seven 
merchant ships making their way across the icy North 
Atlantic from America to England. There, they will deliver 
desperately needed supplies, but only if they can make it 
through the wolfpack of German submarines that awaits 
and outnumbers them in the perilous seas.  
 
For forty-eight hours, Krause will play a desperate cat and 
mouse game against the submarines, combating 
exhaustion, hunger, and thirst to protect fifty million 
dollars' worth of cargo and the lives of three thousand 
men.  
 
Acclaimed as one of the best novels of the year upon 
publication in 1955,The Good Shepherd is a riveting classic 
of WWII and naval warfare from one of the 20th century's 
masters of sea stories.  
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1K8DeAu4-_XTuZ7Ny-X7o1RCtCQd04wLIuUtoLCSmu0A/edit?usp=sharing
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MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

NICOLAS FREELING 
 

TV rights to the Van der Valk series have been optioned and 
exercised by Company Pictures (Wolf Hall, The White 

Queen).  Shooting began in May 2019. 
 
‘Freeling is the only British novelist of consequence to have 
tackled modern Europe.’ - Daily Telegraph 
 
‘He was the most thoroughly European of British crime 
writers.’ - The Guardian  
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I spoke French before I spoke English, had four years of childhood in Brittany, and 40 
more since in France: brought up my children here, saw them marry French, German 

and Italian wives; don’t regret a thing. And am still English in my bone and fibre. A true 
European.  

Nicolas Freeling (1927-2003) was a British crime novelist, best known as the author of the 
Van der Valk series of detective novels.  
 
Born in London, he had, in his own words, a vagabond upbringing. Freeling had followed a 
variety of occupations, including the armed services and the catering profession. He began 
writing during a three-week prison sentence in Amsterdam, after being convicted of taking 
home some veal from a restaurant where he worked.  
 
Freeling's The King of the Rainy Country received the 1967 Edgar Award, from the Mystery 
Writers of America, for Best Novel. He also won the Gold Dagger of the Crime Writers' 
Association, and France's Grand Prix de Littérature Policière. In 1968 his novel Love in 
Amsterdam was adapted as the film Amsterdam Affair directed by Gerry O'Hara and starring 
Wolfgang Kieling as Van der Valk. 



 

 

MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

Current sales: 
US&UK: Bloomsbury Reader, 
Agora (selection of titles, excl 
Love in Amsterdam) 
Danish: Lindhardt og Ringhof  
 

THE VAN DER VALK SERIES  
 
Inspector Van der Valk, irascible yet sophisticated Dutch 
super sleuth, traverses Europe solving political intrigues 
and international affairs. He is master of the subtle 
interrogation and has a soft spot for hard luck  cases. 
The series consists of ten novels plus two spin-offs 
featuring Van der Valk’s widow. 
 
Love in Amsterdam 
Elsa de Charmoy was a dangerous woman, and now she's a 
dead one, shot with a gun bought by her former lover. 
Sulking in an Amsterdam jail, he swears it's been years 
since he saw Elsa, but Inspector Van der Valk isn't quite 
ready to be persuaded. Like Inspector Maigret, Van der 
Valk tends to pick apart the details, ideally over a good 
meal. And while Van der Valk's ruminations may frustrate 
his more action-minded colleagues, they inevitably yield a 
surprising resolution.  

15 



 

 

MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

MERVYN PEAKE  
 

TV rights to the GORMENGHAST series optioned by 
Fremantle with Neil Gaiman and Akiva Goldsman (A 

Beautiful Mind) lined up to adapt.  
 
‘Peake’s books are actual additions to life; they give, like 
certain rare dreams, sensations we have never had before, 
and enlarge our conception of the range of the possible 
experience.’ - C.S. Lewis  
 
‘[Gormenghast is] one of the most important works of the 
imagination to come out of [this] age.’ - Anthony Burgess 
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Born to British parents in China, Mervyn Peake (1911-1968) was an acclaimed writer, artist, 
poet and illustrator. He is best known for his Gormenghast books (three works conceived as 
part of a cycle, the completion of which was halted by his death). Amazingly, a fourth book 
in the series called Titus Awakes, written by Peake’s widow, Maeve Gilmore from detailed 
notes left by the author, was recently discovered by Peake’s granddaughter in the attic of 
their family home.  
His daughter, Clare, has written Under a Canvas Sky, an autobiographical account of her 
parents’ romance and her own memories of her happy bohemian childhood, which was 
published by Constable and Robinson in 2011.  



 

 

MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

 

Current sales: 
UK: Vintage  
US: Overlook  
Brazil: Record 
Croatian: Mitopeja 
French: Place des Editeurs  
German: Klett Cotta  
Hungarian: Jelenkor 
Italian: Adelphi  
Russian: Gayatri/Livebook  
Turkish: Ithaki  
 
 
All titles with current  and 
previous publishers 
 
 
 

 

THE GORMENGHAST SERIES 
Titus  Groan, Gormenghast, Titus Alone 
 

Gormenghast is the vast crumbling castle to which the 
seventy-seventh Earl, Titus Groan, is Lord and heir. A 
gothic labyrinth of roofs and turrets, cloisters and 
corridors, stairwells and dungeons, it is also the 
cobwebbed kingdom of Byzantine government and age old 
ritual. But the world of Gormenghast is changing; a world 
primed to implode beneath the weight of centuries of 
intrigue, treachery, manipulation and murder. 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17MnS200bMi1TwKZctnSAxtLjglzybZN605pKebid0gc/edit?usp=sharing
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NORMAN COLLINS  
 

‘Both as a writer, and in his role as one of broadcasting’s 
first hauts fonctionnaires, he clearly envisaged popular art 

as a kind of societal glue, designed to bring people 
together rather than to drive them apart.’  

The Times Literary Supplement 

Norman Collins (1907-1982) was a British writer, and later a radio and television 
executive, who became one of the major figures behind the establishment of the 
Independent Television (ITV) network in the UK. This was the first organisation to break 
the BBC’s broadcasting monopoly when it began transmitting in 1955. 
 
Collins began his career as a novelist, publishing several successful works such as London 
Belongs to Me (which was later filmed) in the 1930s while also working in broadcasting 
as a producer for BBC Radio. In 1946 he was appointed the Controller of the Light 
Programme, the BBC’s more populist, entertainment-based radio service which had 
grown out of the BBC Forces Programme, first established to entertain Allied troops, but 
which had also become hugely popular with domestic audiences during the Second 
World War. 
 
At the Light Programme, he created one of the most iconic programmes in the history of 
British radio broadcasting: the adventure series Dick Barton: Special Agent, which ran for 
711 episodes between 1946 and 1951, following the adventures of a dashing secret 
agent. 

Real Londoners – some in love, some in debt, some committing murders, some adultery, 
some trying to get on in the world, some looking forward to a pension, some getting 

drunk, some losing their jobs, some dying, and some holding up the new baby. 
This book is about a few of them. (from London Belongs to Me) 
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LONDON BELONGS TO ME 
 

‘One of the great city novels: a sprawling celebration of 
the comedy, the savagery, the eccentricity and the quiet 

heroism at the heart of ordinary London life.’  
Sarah Waters 

 
It is 1938 and the prospect of war hangs over every 
London inhabitant. But the city doesn't stop. Everywhere 
people continue to work, drink, fall in love, fight and 
struggle to get on in life.  
 
At the lodging-house at No. 10 Dulcimer Street, 
Kennington, the buttoned-up clerk Mr Josser returns 
home from his last day at work. The other residents 
include faded actress Connie; tinned food-loving Mr 
Puddy; widowed landlady Mrs Vizzard; and flashy young 
mechanic Percy Boon, whose foray into stolen cars 
descends into something much worse. 

Current sales: 
UK: Penguin (London 
Belongs To Me) 
UK&US: Bloomsbury Reader 
(Bond Street Story)  

BOND STREET STORY 
 
Bond Street Story brings to life the chaotic glamour, 
gossip and romance of the elegant Rammell’s 
department store. This charming, nostalgic glimpse of 
post-war London follows the hopes, dreams and exploits 
of a host of memorable characters from the prodigious 
Bond Street establishment.  
 
Irene, the whimsical shop girl, yearns for the bright lights 
of the stage; senior floorwalker Mr. Bloot drifts into a 
disastrous second marriage; Marcia, Rammell's long-
serving model, knows her beauty is waning, and Eric 
Rammell, the harassed Managing Director, seeks to 
escape the social life his wife so unremittingly organizes 
for him. Each of their stories of work, relationships and 
petty jealousies is skilfully intertwined in this irresistible 
tale.   
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Monica Dickens (1915-1992) was born in London and was the great-granddaughter of 
Charles Dickens. While her father and grandfather pursued the legal profession which 
was also Charles Dickens’ first career, his great-granddaughter followed in his literary 
steps.  
 
Disillusioned with the world she was brought up in, she decided to go into domestic 
service despite coming from the privileged class; her experiences as a cook and general 
servant would form the nucleus of her first book, One Pair Of Hands in 1939. 
One Pair Of Feet (1942) recounted her work as a nurse during the war; her experiences 
as a junior reporter on a local newspaper inspired her 1951 book My Turn to Make the 
Tea. 
 
Her light and witty novels became hugely popular in their time for being ‘funny, poignant 
and perfect period pieces’ (The Sunday Telegraph).  
 
She is also remembered as the creator of Follyfoot, a popular TV series in the early 1970s 
that formed the basis for the subsequent series of children’s books. 

MONICA DICKENS  
 
‘It is life itself that is caught up in the pages of her books.’  

- Rebecca West 
 

'Monica Dickens gets better and better.’ - J.B. Priestley  
 

‘She is a novelist who has all the airs and graces a reader 
could wish for.’ - John Betjeman 

 
 

I want to entertain, to tell the truth, to try to help people understand other people. 
 
 

Nothing that ever happens in life can take away the fact that I am me. So I have to go on 
being me. 
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ONE PAIR OF HANDS 
 

‘Riotously amusing.’ - The Times 
 

‘Its variety of keen-eyed and blithe-hearted experience and 
its implicit challenge to reflection, this book fascinates us 

by its lively and unfamiliar detail.’ 
The New York Times on One Pair of Hands 

 
Unimpressed by the world of debutante balls, Monica 
Dickens shocked her family by getting a job. With no 
experience whatsoever, she gained employment as a cook-
general. Monica's skills left much to be desired, and her 
first few positions were short-lived, but soon she started to 
hold her own. Monica discovered the pleasure of daily 
banter with the milkman and grocer's boy, and the joy of 
doing an honest day's work, all the while keeping a wry eye 
on the childish pique of her employers.  
 
One Pair of Hands is a fascinating and thoroughly 
entertaining memoir of life upstairs and downstairs in the 
early 1930s. 

 

Current sales: 
UK: Ebury Press (One Pair of 
Hands); Virago (One Pair of 
Feet) 

ONE PAIR OF FEET 
 
‘Cheerful impudence ... And occasional touches of pathos.’ 

- J.B. Priestley   
 

‘A brilliantly funny account.’ - Elizabeth Bowen  
 

‘One Pair of Feet is not just a spirited and entertaining ac-
count of the training of a hospital nurse in wartime but a 

fascinating glimpse into a time and a culture so recent and 
yet so utterly changed.’ - Marina Lewycka 

 
As the effects of the war raging in Europe begin to be felt 
at home in London, Monica Dickens decides to do her bit 
and to pursue a new career, and so enrols as a student 
nurse at a hospital in rural Hertfordshire. By nature clever 
and spirited, she struggles to submit to the iron rule of the 
Matron and Sisters, and is alternatively infuriated and 
charmed by her patients. But there are friends among the 
staff and patients, night-time escapades to dances with 
dashing men, and her secret writing project to keep her 
going. 
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MOLLY LEFEBURE  
 

‘A fascinating behind-the-scenes look at mid-century 
crime-fighting.’ - The Independent 

 
‘Every now and then I read a book that stays with me 

long after I have finished the last page.’  
Linda Shenton Matchett on Murder on the Home Front  

Molly Lefebure (1919-2013) was born in London. She was educated at the North London 
Collegiate School and at King's College London, where she met her future husband, John 
Gerrish.  
 
She worked as a secretary to a pathologist for five years, during which time she gained the 
information for her first book, Evidence for the Crown. It became the inspiration for the 
2013 ITV drama Murder on the Homefront.  
 
Lefebure was also a Coleridge scholar, and among her 20 or so books was a 1974 biog-
raphy of the poet, subtitled The Bondage of Opium, which followed a six-year study of 
drug addiction at Guy's Hospital in London.  
 
She was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature in 2010. 
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MURDER ON THE HOME FRONT 
 
‘Gripping… like a pitch-dark version of Call The Midwife, 
dealing with the end of life rather than the beginning.’  

Sunday Mirror 
 

‘Lefebure's youthful bravery shines through, while the 
grim conditions showcase her terrific wit. Preserves like 
a frozen capsule the British grin-and-bear-it spirit and 

vocabulary of the WWII years.’ - Kirkus Reviews 
 
 
It is 1941. While the 'war of chaos' rages in the skies 
above London, an unending fight against violence, 
murder and the criminal underworld continues on the 
streets below. 
 
One ordinary day, in an ordinary courtroom, forensic 
pathologist Dr Keith Simpson asks a keen young 
journalist to be his secretary. Although the 'horrors of 
secretarial work' don't appeal to Molly Lefebure, she's 
intrigued to find out exactly what goes on behind a 
mortuary door. 
 
Capable and curious, 'Miss Molly' quickly becomes 
indispensable to Dr Simpson as he meticulously pursues 
the truth. Accompanying him from sombre morgues to 
London's most gruesome crime scenes, Molly observes 
and assists as he uncovers the dark secrets that all 
murder victims keep.  
 
With a sharp sense of humour and a rebellious spirit, 
Molly tells her own remarkable true story here with 
warmth and wit, painting a vivid portrait of wartime 
London. 

Current sales: 
UK & US: Little Brown 
(Murder on the Home Front, 
Blitz!, Thunder in the Sky) 
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Victor Sawdon Pritchett (1900-1997) was born over a toyshop and, to his everlasting 
distaste, was named after Queen Victoria. A writer and critic, he is widely considered to 
be one of the best short story writers of all time, with the rare ability to capture the 
extraordinary strangeness of everyday life.  

V. S. PRITCHETT  
 
‘Reading him, laughter and pathos dovetail in a manner 
that captures the tang of reality. This sense of the real is 
augmented, paradoxically, by a readiness to embrace the 
unusual, and even the surreal… some of the best English 

language short stories of the last hundred years.’  
The Guardian 

 
‘He is alarmingly good… Pritchett’s essays are marvels.’ 

James Wood 
 

‘In story after story, Mr Pritchett made the 
commonplace fascinating, capturing subtleties of mood, 
language, behaviour and motivation with precision and 

sensitivity.’ - The New York Times 
 

It's very important to feel foreign. I was born in England, but when I'm being a writer, 
everyone in England is foreign to me. 

 
 

It’s all in the art. You get no credit for living. 
 
 

Sooner or later, the great men turn out to be all alike. They never stop working. They 
never lose a minute. It is very depressing. 
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Current sales 
UK: Vintage (The Essential 
Pritchett); Turnpike (Collected 
Stories); Turnpike (Collected 
Stories); Daunt Books (London 
Perceived) 
Chinese: Shanghai 99 (Selected 
Stories) 
Italian: Adelphi (The Lady from 
Guatemala, Blind Love) 
Spanish: Fondo de Cultura 
Economica (Selected Essays), 
PRH (Selected Essays); 
Gatopardo (The Spanish Temper) 

LONDON PERCEIVED 
 

'I can imagine no better introduction to London.'  
The New York Times  

 
In unfailingly elegant prose, V. S. Pritchett provides a 
timeless distillation of the city of London. He shows us 
the capital through the centuries – a panorama of 
history, art, and literature; a paradox of grandeur and 
grime, the bustling markets and tranquil parks, the 
palaces and pubs, giving us famous Londoners along the 
way – Wren, Pepys, Dickens – and the ordinary folk – 
milkmen and shopkeepers,  Chelsea pensioners, and the 
London Bobby. 
London Perceived tells the surprising story of this great 
and historic city and is a loving tribute to London past 
and present. 

THE ESSENTIAL PRITCHETT 
 
Edited by his son, this engrossing and lively tribute to 
an unparalleled story-teller and biographer, contains 
extracts from Pritchett's autobiographies, his vivid 
travel writings, and essays about the lives of authors 
he loved, together with extracts from his novels and 
short stories.  
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STORM JAMESON  

 

‘So completely is she the master of her art, so instinctively 

the craftsman, so superlatively the selective artist, that a 

restrained evaluation of her work is difficult for a student 

of the novel.’ - Harold Strauss, The Times 

 

‘Tension between the fantastic and the real, between self-

invention and the bedrock of fact, is characteristic of her 

writing.’ - Times Higher Education Supplement 
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Margaret Storm Jameson (1891-1986) was a prolific English writer of novels and criticism. 

Born in North Yorkshire to a family of shipbuilders, she was encouraged by her fiery mother 

to pursue an education. Jameson studied at the University of Leeds before moving to 

London, where she earned an MA from King’s College in 1914. She then went on to teach 

before becoming a full-time writer. She married Guy Chapman, also a writer, but continued 

to publish under her maiden name. Jameson was president of the International PEN 

Association from 1939, and active in helping refugee writers. 

 

A dedicated suffragist who argued that it was a writer’s duty to be provocative, her lifelong 

commitment to feminism and anti-Nazism was made evident in much of her writing. In 

particular, her books featuring a young English protagonist Hervey Russell were acclaimed 

for their combination of lyrical narrative prose with piercing insights on the political turmoil 

of early 20th-century Europe.   

28 
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Current sales: 

UK&US: Bloomsbury 

Reader (Company Parade, 

None Turn Back) 

Italian: Fazi 

COMPANY PARADE 

 

In the month after the 1918 Armistice a young woman, 

Hervey Russell, comes to London to seek her fortune. 

Inexperienced and poor, she has all the strength and 

stubborn will of her Yorkshire grandmother and all the 

dreams of youth as she plunges into the social and political 

ferment of London life.  

 

LOVE IN WINTER 

 

Six years after the Great War, Hervey Russell , now a 

promising writer, feels frustrated by her career and by her 

marriage to a man who is cold and distant. Her desperate 

longing for a new beginning finds an outlet when she 

encounters her war-damaged cousin Nicholas, who until 

this meeting had thought his life was over.   

 

 

NONE TURN BACK 

 

It is 6th May, 1926, the third day of the General Strike.  

 

This is the story of that harrowing week seen through the 

eyes of the women and men of London as they move 

through that unreal city. But above all we follow the 

thread of Hervey Russell's life as she is swept up by the 

political ferment around her, by the difficulties of a new 

marriage, and by her hopes and fears for the future. 

THE MIRROR IN DARKNESS SERIES 
 

A sweeping trilogy which through the life of one woman traces the rise of Fascism, the 
collapse of Central Europe, the fall of France and the remaking of Europe. 
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ANNE MELVILLE  
 
‘There are moments in life when there is nothing like a 
good juicy saga read and Anne Melville is a most 
competent and engaging mistress of the craft.’ 

Oxford Today 
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Anne Melville was the pseudonym of Margaret Edith Newman, born in 1926 in Middlesex. 

She was educated at Harrow County School for girls and earned a BA and MA from St. 

Hugh’s College, Oxford. 

 

Before writing, she worked at a variety of jobs including teaching in Egypt, editing a 

children’s magazine in London, and advising the Citizen’s Advice Bureau in Twickenham. She 

published her first novel as Margaret Newman, a mystery novel entitled Murder to Music. 

 

Newman continued publishing novels until her death in 1998, under a variety of 

pseudonyms and encompassing multiple genres. As Anne Melville, she focused on historical 

novels, including the epic wartime saga Debutante. Over the course of her career she 

published fifty-five novels, some of which were written for children. 
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DEBUTANTE 

 

The year is 1939, England’s aristocrats are preparing to pre-

sent their daughters as debutantes, introducing them to socie-

ty as young women. Bidding childhood farewell, the debu-

tantes will find themselves thrust into a world of balls, danc-

ing, and young gentlemen, glamorous but fraught with rivalry. 

Ronnie, Peggy, Isabelle, and Anne could not be more different; 

four girls from four different worlds. But when their lives crash 

together, they find themselves relying on each other in ways 

they could never have imagined. But as war fast approaches, it 

soon becomes clear that this Season will be unlike any before. 

The world is changing, and all four girls find their lives irrevo-

cably changed along with it. Love, loss, heartbreak: who will 

make it out unscathed?  

 

 

 

THE LORIMER FAMILY SERIES 

 

‘Anne Melville brings to this saga a lively and informed sense 

of period - this is not stay-at-home domestic drama - and a 

nice ability to handle a number of well-drawn characters.’ - 

The Daily Telegraph 

 

This series of six novels charts the lives, loves, adventures and 

mishaps of the Lorimer family.  The saga follows the family to 

destinations as far ranging as London, Jamaica, Heidelberg and 

San Francisco, through death and betrayal, war and passion.  

Gripping to the last, Melville has crafted a dramatic and inti-

mate insight into a the legacy of a rich and powerful family in 

Victorian England. 

 

Current sales: 

UK&US: Agora (Debutante), 

Bloomsbury Reader 

(Lorimer series) 

German: Aufbau (Lorimer) 
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MAZO DE LA ROCHE  
 

‘Mazo was so sure of her secret world that she did not 
have to write the story in order of time; she could jump 

backwards and forwards in time with the confidence of a 
creator.’ - Ronald Hambleton  
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Mazo de la Roche (1879—1961) was born Mazo Louise Roche in Newmarket, Ontario, 
Canada. She had a lonely childhood and spent most of her time reading or in her imagined 
world of aristocracy and adventure, which later became the setting of the Jalna novels. From 
a quiet childhood she lived a secluded life, spending most of her time alone with her cousin. 
She was reclusive, quiet, and thoughtful: indeed the sudden fame that Jalna brought her in 
1927 prompted a nervous breakdown. Nevertheless, she never stopped writing. Her last 
novel, Morning at Jalna, appeared in 1960 while she was 81. Her books have sold more than 
11 million copies. 
 
A film was made about de la Roche, The Mystery of Mazo de la Roche, in 2011. Using both 
dramatic and documentary techniques, the film explores this compelling woman’s 
uncommon family life and reveals the secrets behind the extraordinary partnership that 
allowed the Jalna saga to grow into a phenomenal success.  

 

 

 

The perfection of a thing consists in its essence: there are perfect crimi-
nals, as there are men of perfect probity. 
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Jalna, or, The Whiteoak Chronicles  
 

Jalna is the first in a 16-novel saga of the Whiteoak 
family in a Canadian manor house. It was first published 
in 1927 and was an immediate success, the public de-
manding sequels and prequels for the rest of de la 
Roche’s  life. The novels can be read individually or to-
gether as a sequence. In either case what captivated 
readers on their release—and now—is the atmosphere 
derived from de la Roche’s powerful imagination.  The 
novels span a hundred years from 1854 to 1954, deal-
ing with the intrigues and adventures of the Whiteoak 
family life. They have been translated into many lan-
guages, and been adapted for stage, radio, and televi-
sion.  
 
 
Part of what has fascinated readers about her novels is 
the dearth of information on her private life. It is eerie 
and remarkable to read someone who writes so much, 
about whom we know so little.   

Current sales: 
Canadian: Dundurn Group 
Italian: Fazi  
French: Place des Editeurs  
Spanish: under offer 



 

 

FAMILY SAGAS 

REBECCA WEST 
 

Top 5 bestseller in Italy  with more than 50,000 copies sold 
in 8 months 

 
‘A pioneering writer, thinker and proponent of female 

sexuality.’ - The Guardian 
 

‘Rebecca West was one of the giants and will have a lasting 
place in English literature. No one in this century wrote 
more dazzling prose, or had more wit, or looked at the 

intricacies of human character and the ways of the world 
more intelligently.’ - William Shawn, The New Yorker  
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People call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments that differentiate me from a 
doormat or a prostitute.  

 
 

“Yes,” said Mamma, “this is the worst of life, that love does not give us common sense but 
is a sure way of losing it. We love people, and we say that we are going to do more for 

them than friendship, but it makes such fools of us that we do far less, indeed sometimes 
what we do could be mistaken for the work of hatred.” 

(from The Fountain Overflows) 

Dame Cicely Isabel Fairfield (1892-1983) was an author, journalist, literary critic and travel 
writer.  She took the pseudonym Rebecca West from the rebellious young heroine in 
Rosmersholm by Henrik Ibsen. A prolific author in many genres, West was committed to 
feminist and liberal principles and was one of the foremost public intellectuals of the 
twentieth century.  
 
She met H.G. Wells in 1913, after her provocatively damning review of his novel Marriage 
prompted him to invite her to lunch. They fell in love, though Wells was married at the time, 
and their affair lasted ten years producing a son. She was made DBE in 1959, in recognition 
of her outstanding contribution to British letters.  
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Current sales: 
UK: Virago 
US Open Road, Viking 
Catalan: Enciclopedia 
French: Robert Laffont/Pavilon 
Italian: Fazi 
Spanish: Planeta/Seix Barral 
 
 
All titles with current  and 
previous publishers 

THE SAGA OF THE CENTURY 
The Fountain Overflows, This Real Night, Cousin Rosamund 
 
‘One of the best writers of the twentieth century. [For] the 
tone the book radiates, the weight of memory it holds, its 
way of arranging time, its colours, the way in which it 
grasps the reader’s attention.’ – Alessandro Baricco 
 
You must always believe that life is as extraordinary as 
music says it is. 
 
This inspiring trio of semi–autobiographical novels was an 
instant bestseller and acknowledged as West’s 
masterpiece. Encapsulating poverty and beauty, it focuses 
on the talented and eccentric Aubrey family. Papa 
Aubrey’s wife and twin daughters, Mary and Rose, are 
piano prodigies, his young son, Richard Quin, is a lively boy, 
and his eldest daughter, Cordelia, is a beautiful and driven 
young woman with musical aspirations. But the talented 
and eccentric Aubrey family rarely enjoys a moment of 
harmony, as its members struggle to overcome the effects 
of their patriarch’s spendthrift ways. 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fNorH3snYthw3bZhXyT2P-7wSKT_tH0puFwO6SaDlx4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fNorH3snYthw3bZhXyT2P-7wSKT_tH0puFwO6SaDlx4/edit?usp=sharing
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VIRGINIA COWLES 
 

'[The Rothschilds is] one of the most delightful 
books I have read. Miss Cowles has given us a tour-
de-force, well researched, comprehensive, frank … 
[it] abounds in amazing stories of extraordinary 
personalities.' – Books and Bookmen  
 
'Clear, unaffected reportage… a delight to read.' 
 The Telegraph 
 
'Enticing… her voice is clear. She inputs logic along-
side specifics, connecting dots and bridging gaps.' 
 Lauryn Smith 

Virginia Spencer Cowles OBE (1910-1983) was a noted American journalist, biog-
rapher, and travel writer. Cowles began her long career covering fashion, but then 
moved on to reporting on the Spanish Civil War, on the turbulent period in Europe 
leading up to World War II, and then the entire war. Her service as a correspondent 
was recognised by the British government with an OBE in 1947.  
 
After the war, she published a number of acclaimed biographies of historical fig-
ures, for which critics often praised the accuracy of her insight into humanity.  
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THE PHANTOM MAJOR: THE STORY OF DAVID STIRLING 
AND THE SAS REGIMENT  
 
In the dark and uncertain days of 1941 and 1942, when 
Rommel’s Afrika Korps was sweeping towards Egypt and 
the Suez Canal, a small group of daring raiders made 
history for the Allies. They operated deep behind the 
German lines, driving hundreds of miles through the 
deserts of North Africa. They hid by day and struck by 
night, destroying aircraft, blowing up ammunition 
dumps, derailing trains and killing many times their own 
number. The men were the Special Air Service, the SAS, 
the brainchild of David Stirling, a deceptively mild-
mannered man with a brilliant idea. Under his 
command, small teams of resourceful, highly trained 
men penetrated beyond the front lines of the opposing 
armies and wreaked havoc where the Germans least 
expected it. Virginia Cowles’s The Phantom Major is a 
classic account of these raids, an amazing tale of 
courage, impudence and daring, packed with action and 
high adventure. Her narrative, based on the eyewitness 
testimony of the men who took part, gives a fascinating 
insight into the early years of the SAS.  
 
 
 
LOOKING FOR TROUBLE  
 
First published in June 1941, Looking for Trouble is the 
tour de force testimony of an American debutante who 
became a roving war correspondent noted for her 
bravery and perceptiveness.  
'She was in Berlin the day Germany launched its attack 
on Poland, in Helsinki as the Russians invaded Finland, 
and she reached Paris when the Germans were just 17 
miles from the city... It was war reporting of a long gone 
era, when journalists were not embedded but ranged 
freely... Looking for Trouble is a reminder of how 
excellent a reporter [Cowles] was.' 
Caroline Moorhead, The Spectator  

Current Sales: 
UK&US: Faber (Looking For 
Trouble), Pen & Sword 
(Phantom Major) 
Spanish: Tusquets (Looking For 
Truble) 
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Sir David Fraser (1920-2012) was born at Camberley and educated at Eton. From a 
military family, he was eager to join up at the age of 18 - although his headmaster 
forbade it. He instead spent a year at Christ Church, Oxford in 1940, after which he 
was at last able to join an elite fast-track group to Sandhurst.  
 
After a long career in the Army, serving in Europe during World War 2 and in Malay 
during the Emergency, he took up a post as the Commandant of the Royal College 
of Defence Studies. In 1980, he retired from the Army, and embarked on a long 
writing career.  
 
His works include novels and non-fiction. He completed Alanbrooke in 1982, and 
followed this with And We Shall Shock Them: The British Army in the Second World 
War. His biography of Erwin Rommel, Knight’s Cross, was published in 1993.  

39 

SIR DAVID FRASER  
 

‘David Fraser was a man of incisive mind. Highly 
articulate, he wrote with a swift lucidity … His 
pungent comments on the views of others could 
be discomforting — not for nothing was he known 
as “Fraser the Razor.”’ —The Times  
 
“David Fraser was a man of incisive mind. Highly 
articulate, he wrote with a swift lucidity, making 
him as formidable a staff officer as he was an able 
commander.”- The Times   
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KNIGHT’S CROSS  
 
David Fraser's definitive study brings to Rommel's career 
not only the insights of an acclaimed biographer, but also 
those of a distinguished soldier. He shows how inspiringly 
spontaneous and superficially haphazard Rommel's style 
of leadership could be; how his hallmarks of boldness of 
manoeuvre, ferocity in attack and tenacity in pursuit, 
which characterised his great campaign in North Africa, 
were evident from his earliest battles in the First World 
War. Knight's Cross is first and foremost the biography of 
a soldier, but Rommel reached a position in which he 
almost inevitably became embroiled in politics, including 
his alleged involvement in the plot to kill Hitler, which 
condemned him in the eyes of the Führer he had served 
so loyally. Rommel is not, to David Fraser, a flawless hero: 
his failings as well as his genius are recorded here. But he 
had that instinct for battle and leadership which set him 
apart from contemporaries, and places him among the 
truly great commanders of history.  

WARS AND SHADOWS:  
THE MEMOIRS OF GENERAL SIR DAVID FRASER  
 
General Sir David Fraser has had two careers: as one of 
Britain's most distinguished soldiers and then as one of 
our leading military biographers. His childhood passed in 
grand houses in London and Scotland, but he was the 
son of anything but conventional parents, who are 
sketched out in this book in all their bizarre and enter-
taining individuality. Fraser's accounts of becoming a sol-
dier, the life of his regiment, and his role as a young 
officer in the Second World War, are brilliantly written 
classics of their kind. After the War he rose through the 
hierarchy (the acuteness of his mind earned him the 
nickname 'Fraser the razor') until he became GOC the 
British Army of the Rhine and Vice-Chief of the Defence 
Staff.  

Current sales: 
UK: HarperCollins (Knight’s 
Cross)  
UK & US: Bloomsbury Reader 
(Wars and Shadows)  
Italian: Mondadori (Knight’s 
Cross)  
Korean: Image Frame (Knight’s 
Cross)  
Spanish: Esfera de los Libros 
(Knight’s Cross)  
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RICHARD HALL 
 

‘Empires of the Monsoon reads like some medi-
aeval Book of Wonders, rich with exotic improba-
bilities… It is all gripping stuff, dizzily ambitious in 
its scope and full of some of the oddest facts im-
aginable.’— William Dalrymple, Independent 

Richard Hall (1925-1977) spent much of his life abroad. During the Second World 
War he served on a destroyer,  and after taking his degree from Keble College, Ox-
ford, he spent a decade as a correspondent and journalist in Africa.  
 
Though he left Biafra in 1970, he remained fascinated by the African continent and 
by travellers in general. He spent his subsequent years as editor of The Observer 
colour magazine, living in Oxfordshire. He wrote a number of works of historical 
non-fiction.   
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EMPIRES OF THE MONSOON  
 

The cultural and material wealth of the Indian 
Ocean is vast, and yet was not known in the West 
until 1497. In this book Richard Hall details the 
brutality, betrayal, and colonial ambition of the 
exploration and exploitation of this compelling 
region by Chinese and Arab travellers, and by the 
Portuguese, Dutch, and British. It is history told with 
the true gift of a storyteller and a keen eye for the 
exotic.  
 
 
 
 

 
LOVERS ON THE NILE   
 
In 1858 Samuel Baker set off on an ambitious foray 
across the Balkans to Constantinople where he fell 
for a young Hungarian girl being sold at a slave 
auction. He bribed the guards to set her free, and 
they became lovers and co-travellers.  
 
In their search for the source of the Nile, they 
passed through all kinds of unimaginable dangers, 
and discovered Lake Albert and Murchison Falls — 
Sam was knighted and the slave girl became Lady 
Baker.  
 
Soon, however the truth about her origins is 
revealed and Queen Victoria is outraged…  

Current sales: 
UK: HarperCollins (Empires of the 
Monsoon) 
Chinese: Gingko Books 
(Empires of the Monsoon) 
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LORD KINROSS  
 

‘Lord Kinross was one of those Englishmen who 
can’t seem to write badly.’ 
John Leonard, The New York Times  
 
“To do justice to the subject requires two gifts: the 
author must be a master of character-drawing and 
also a master of narrative-writing. Lord Kinross 
shows mastery in both line” — Arnold J. Toynbee, 
reviewing Atatürk. 

 
 
Lord Kinross (Patrick Balfour, 3rd Baron Kinross, 1904-1976) became a journalist 
and writer after he graduated from Oxford. During World War II he served as an 
intelligence officer in the Middle East. After the War, repeated visits to Turkey were 
the inspiration for a number of books on the country's history.  
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THE OTTOMAN CENTURIES  
 
The Ottoman Empire began in 1300 under the fabled 
Osman I, reached its apogee in the 16th century under 
Suleiman the Magnificent, whose forces threatened the 
gates of Vienna, and gradually diminished thereafter 
until Mehmed VI was sent into exile by Atatürk.  
 
In this definitive history of the Ottoman Empire, Lord 
Kinross—painstaking historian and captivating writer—
delineates his characters with obvious zest, displaying 
them in all their extravagance, audacity, and, 
sometimes, ruthlessness. All the while he never loses 
sight of  the larger issues: economic, political, and social.  
 
 
 
 Current Sales  

UK&US: William Morrow  
Chinese (Simplified): Citic  
Romanian: Orizonturi  
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HUGH TREVOR-ROPER 
 

 
 

“Fun – the delight of raising hell by turning dogma on 
its head or asking the unpardonable question – was 

what Trevor-Roper was about...” 
Neal Ascherson, London Review of Books 
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Hugh Trevor-Roper (1914-2003) was Regius Professor of Modern History at Oxford, 
and later Master of Peterhouse, Cambridge. During the War he entered the Secret 
Intelligence Service, and eventually was given the task of ascertaining Hitler’s 
ultimate fate. This investigation resulted in an extensive report which subsequently 
became his best-known book, The Last Days of Hitler.  
 
His work is renowned for its eclectic topics and witty, accessible prose - balanced with 
a clear sense of his powerful intellect. He wrote on topics as diverse as European 
16th-century painting and the sinologist and political operator Sir Edmund 
Blackhouse. Through  a balance of scholarly thoroughness and engaging writing, he 
came to be regarded as one of the greatest historians of his time.  
 
  



 

 

PERSPECTIVES ON HISTORY  

46 

THE LAST DAYS OF HITLER 

 

FEATURED IN THE GUARDIAN’S TOP 100  
NON-FICTION BOOKS OF ALL TIME  

 
The Last Days of Hitler tells the extraordinary story of 
those last days of the Thousand Year Reich in the 
Berlin Bunker. Besieged in the shattered capital, but 
still dominating the remains of his court, Hitler 
reiterated the original alternative of Nazism: either 
total victory or annihilation. This book is the record 
of that carefully prepared, ceremonious finale to a 
terrible chapter of history. 

“This is an incomparable book, by far the best 
written on any aspect of the second German war: a 
book sound in scholarship, brilliant in its 
presentation... No words of praise are too strong.”- 
A. J. P. Taylor  
 

 

THE HERMIT OF PEKING  

 

The arrival of an unpublished memoir offering up a 
scandalous version of the hitherto blameless public 
life of revered oriental scholar, Sir Edmund 
Backhouse, sets Hugh Trevor-Roper on the trail of an 
outrageous confidence trickster. One of the great 
detective stories of our age, recounted in a gripping 
narrative and with an infectious delight in the 
process of historical research, The Hermit of Peking 
would have been an outrageously imaginative work 
of fiction but for the fact that it is all true.  

Current Sales : 
UK&Comm: Macmillan(Last 
Days of Hitler)  
UK&US: Eland (The Hermit of 
Peking) 
Slovak: Ikar (The Last Days of 
Hitler) 
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MARIE ‘MISSIE’ VASSILTCHIKOV 
 

The Berlin Diaries 1940-5 
 

“One of the most extraordinary war diaries ever 
written” - John le Carré 

 

 
“A skilful weaving of history, memoir, and autobiog-
raphy… full of colourful characters… When she began 
writing in 1940, Missie was...concerned mainly with 
beaux and parties....By 1945 she has no more illusions. 
She has foraged for food....She has smelled the decay-
ing flesh of corpses buried in the bombed ruins of Ber-
lin and Vienna and lost some of her best friends’” 
Washington Post Book World 

Marie Vassiltchikov (1917-1978) was a Russian princess who fled the October Revolution 
and came to settle in Germany.  She was a Bright Young Thing, part of the cosmopolitan 
set who managed to maintain a trance-like normality until as late as 1941 — picnics, 
house-parties, glamorous dinners. Though she worked in the Information Department of 
the Nazi Foreign Ministry, she became sickened at the brutal and repressive practices of 
the Third Reich, deciding to join the resistance effort. In these diaries she vividly describes 
her part in the attempt to assassinate Hitler in 1944 and its appalling aftermath. Living 
among the ruins of Berlin during endless Allied bombing raids she displayed uncommon 
bravery in the face of the Gestapo and the Nazi security apparatus. 
 
 
Current sales: 
UK: Pimlico, Random House  
US: Alfred A Knopf  
Brazilian: Boitempo Editorial  
Chinese: Horizon  
French: Phebus  
Italian: Rizzoli  
Lithuanian: Verba Vera  
Romanian: Corint  
Russian: Individual Gusava  
Spanish: Acantilado 



 

 

TALES OF ADVENTURE 



 

 

TALES OF ADVENTURE 

49 

HAMMOND INNES  
 
"They say people can’t write stories any more. Tell that to 
Hammond Innes."—The Sunday Times  
 
“Mr. Innes' readers were addicts when it came to his 
books, which were cinematic in sweep and sold 40 mil-
lion copies."—The New York Times  

Hammond Innes (1913-1998) was a compulsive traveller and writer. He was born 
in Sussex and educated in Kent, and began his career as a journalist. His first novel 
was published in 1937. He attained the rank of Major with the Royal Artillery in the 
Second World War. On leaving the army, he began a full-time writing career. 
 
Unlike most thrillers of the time, his books centre on ordinary men thrown into ex-
traordinary situations: having to fall back on their wit and  ingenuity to survive.  
The author spent half of his life at sea and many of his books were inspired by 
these adventures. 
 
Four of Innes’s early novels were adapted for film, including The Wreck of the 
Mary Deare.  In 1978 he was awarded a CBE for his services to literature.  

 

 

I’m a storyteller more than anything else. 
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THE WRECK OF THE MARY DEARE  
 
"The Wreck of the Mary Deare gave me a total love of 
thrillers and Hammond Innes is an absolutely brilliant 
writer." — Minette Walters 
 
“Original in its plot and extraordinarily clever in its 
constant succession of mysterious twists and surprising 
revelations, it is an utterly engrossing tale”—The New 
York Times  
 
 
The battered hulk of a huge ship looms out of the stinging 
spray of a furious gale. Only one man, half-mad, remains 
aboard, working without sleep or sustenance to save her 
from sinking. 
But this man is no hero, and this ship was not meant to 
be saved. As Hammond Innes' classic tale moves from 
desperate struggles on the sea to a nail-biting courtroom 
controversy, the murky truth about the last voyage of the 
Mary Deare finally comes to light.  
 
 
 
CAMPBELL’S KINGDOM  
 
"A fast and expertly managed story... the Rockies, the 
squalid 'ghost towns', the dam-building - all memorably 
represented." —Sunday Times 
 

He was a man without hope, until a lawyer and a crazy 
inheritance spurred him to  make one last desperate roll 
of the dice. 

The old man was convinced, against all evidence, that 
there was oil in the Rocky mountains. So his grandson 
sets off to a godforsaken town of shattered hopes and 
bitter old men, and plunges into a perilous battle against 
hostile country, powerful enemies and a ticking clock. 

 
 

Current Sales  

UK: Vintage 

US: Open Road  
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GAVIN LYALL  
 

‘A master of laconic dialogue, of plotting which was satis-
fyingly complex and rich in double bluffs and of unobtru-
sively sketched, often exotic, backgrounds. Above all he 
was a consummate storyteller and compulsively reada-
ble.’ - The Times 
 
'Breathless suspense... taut action... manages to achieve 
depth as a novel without ever letting up its adventurous 
pace... A grand book for every Le Carré reader' - The New 
York Times Book Review  

Gavin Lyall (1932-2003) lived in Hampstead and enjoyed sailing on the Thames in his mo-
tor cruiser. From 1959 to 1962 he was a newspaper reporter and the aviation corre-
spondent for the Sunday Times. His first novel, The Wrong Side of the Sky, was published 
in 1961, drawing from his personal experiences in the Libyan Desert and in Greece. Lyall 
left journalism in 1963 to become a full-time author, writing 17 novels before his death  
 
In his espionage novels and thrillers, Lyall would often place his characters in exotic and 
faraway places, from Finland to the Middle East. He later wrote his Harry Maxim series of 
novels, centring on an SAS officer assigned as security advisor to 10 Downing Street. Later 
he wrote about the fledgling secret service in the leadup to the First World War.   
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THE HARRY MAXIM SERIES 
 
'A first-class piece of work' - New York Times Book Review  
 
A series of espionage thrillers originally developed for a proposed BBC TV Series, featur-
ing Major Harry Maxim, an SAS officer assigned as a security adviser to 10 Downing 
Street. The pilot was directed by Alistair Reid, with a screenplay by Brian Clemens and 
the role of Harry Maxim was played by Charles Dance.  
 

 
THE HONOUR SERIES 
Four brilliant semi-historical thrillers about the fledgling and decidedly amateur British 
secret service in the years leading up to the World War I. A must-read for anyone who 
likes classic, old-fashioned adventure stories. 
 
 
Current sales: 
UK&US: Agora (Honour series), Bloomsbury (Harry Maxim series) 
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HELEN MACINNES 

 
"If you have been looking for an adult Ian Fleming novel, Hel-
en MacInnes has written it." - N.Y. Herald Tribune  

“Hide and seek with death - in the shadow of terror. As clear-
ly stamped as a Hitchcock thriller” - New York Times  

Helen MacInnes (1907-1985) was a Scottish-American author of espionage novels. She 
graduated from the University of Glasgow in 1928, with a degree in French and German. 
She moved with her husband to New York in 1937, where she began her first novel, 
Above Suspicion. She travelled through Europe in the 1930s, and it was this experience 
which acquainted her with the locations she would revisit over her long career as a novel-
ist. MacInnes spent her honeymoon in Bavaria, and what she witnessed there contributed 
to her consistent opposition to the Third Reich. 
 
Over the next 45 years she wrote 21 espionage thrillers.  
 
The early novels typically revolved around ordinary people caught up in espionage, often 
set during the Second World War. Her second novel, Assignment in Brittany, was made 
required reading for Allied intelligence agents sent to work with the French Resistance. 
The 1944 novel The Unconquerable gives such an accurate account  of the Polish Re-
sistance that it was believed that she was using classified material. After the war her 
attention turned to tensions between the Soviets and the West.  
 
 

Hardship and danger destroy fewer people than indulgence 
 

I sometimes think that normal, everyday life is only a delusion. We walk on a think crust of 
earth which we call peace; and every now and again we can hear a rumble below our feet; 

and sometimes the crust splits and we see that, underneath there is a glowing inferno 
ready to erupt. Sometimes it does, sometimes it doesn't, but it is always there 
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ABOVE SUSPICION  
 
“Helen MacInnes can hang her cloak and dagger right up 
there with Eric Ambler and Graham Greene.” - 
Newsweek  
 
“Hide and seek with death - in the shadow of terror. As 
clearly stamped as a Hitchcock thriller.” 
New York Times 
 
It is the summer of 1939. A young Oxford don, Richard 
Myles and his wife Frances are about to leave for their 
usual long vacation on the Continent. At the request of a 
Foreign Office friend of Richard's they agree to serve as 
messengers to a man who has been involved in rescue 
work and anti-Nazi espionage, a man who now seems to 
have gone missing. Their qualifications? Next to nothing 
except for Richard's superb memory and the fact that 
they look so very innocent. Across a continent on the 
brink of war from Paris to Innsbruck and beyond Richard 
and Francis travel ever deeper into danger. 
 
Above Suspicion was made into a feature film in 1943, 
starring Joan Crawford.   
 
 
 
FRIENDS AND LOVERS 
 
David Bosworth and Penelope Lorrimer seem to have 
everything against them. He is a penniless undergradu-
ate at Oxford with a head full of dreams; she is the 
daughter of a well-to-do Edinburgh family who have 
great ambitions for her. Nevertheless their friendship 
defies the gulf between their social backgrounds, and 
the opposition that they encounter draws them closer 
than any love more easily won. But as the shadow of 
war creeps over Europe, there will be greater challenges 
before they can hope to be together.  

Current sales  
UK&US: Titan 
Danish: Lindhardt 
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Ann Bridge (1889-1974) was a mid-twentieth century novelist who began her writing 
career by drawing on the milieu of the British Foreign Office community in Peking, 
where she lived for two years with her diplomat husband. Her novels combine 
courtship plots with vividly-realised settings and demure social satire. 
 
She went on to write novels which take a serious investigation of modern historical 
developments as the background of their protagonists’ emotional lives. Ann Bridge also 
wrote thrillers—centred on a female amateur detective—travel books and family 
memoirs. 

ANN BRIDGE 
 
 
‘Few people can evoke the spirit of a place more vividly 

than Ann Bridge.’ - Linda Kelly 
 

‘An unusual and beautiful first novel, which leaves one 
thinking long after one has put it down.’ 

The Spectator  on Peking Picnic 
 

‘Excellent… at once romantic and tough, absurd yet 
realistic, escapist yet down-to-earth.’ 

Jenny Uglow on Illyrian Spring 



 

 

LITERARY SURPRISES 

57 

Current sales: 
UK: Daunt Books (Illyrian 
Spring, Peking Picnic) 
Israel: Yedioth Books  
(Illyrian Spring) 

ILLYRIAN SPRING 
 
‘This is the most intelligently escapist novel – and scandal-
ous for its time. What astonishes is its freshness. Reading it 
is like taking a holiday – although it is a serious sentimental 

education too.’ - Kate Kellaway 
 
Grace Kilmichael, a well-known painter, is escaping her 
husband, and her bullying grown-up children, and the tire-
someness of being herself. 
  
En route to Dubrovnik, Grace travels through Paris and 
Venice. Here she meets Nicholas – fascinating, rebellious, 
completely unsuitable (and half her age). Thrown into tur-
moil by their relationship, it is not until Grace arrives in the 
remote, unspoilt beauty of the Illyrian coast that she can 
truly begin to find enlightenment. 
  
Both farcically funny and full of wisdom, this is a classic 
novel of escape and rediscovery, set against the glorious 
Illyrian spring.  

PEKING PICNIC 
 

‘A first novel of rare quality – beautiful, grave, humorous, 
exciting, and wise.’ - The Observer  

 
‘Almost unmixed delight....Exciting and illuminating and 

deserves comparison with A Passage to India.’  
L.P. Hartley  

 
Laura Leroy, wife of a British attaché, leads a divided 
existence, torn between her beloved home in England and 
diplomatic society in Peking. 
 
When Laura joins a group of expats on an expedition to the 
great monastery at Chieh T’ai Ssu, they become intoxicated 
by the mysterious beauty of the Chinese landscape and by 
one another. But far from the comforting whirl of cocktails 
and picnic parties, they soon encounter a shocking clash 
that threatens the security of their newfound bond. 
 
Set in the vanished era of 1930s’ Peking, this enthralling 
novel captures the unfamiliar thrill of a new city, the 
excitement of secret love, and the everlasting tension 
between the old and the new. 
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She had turned her back upon them all and no awful fate had overtaken her; instead, she 
had taken a firm hold upon life and made of it a fine, even glittering, success; and this is a 

thing which is not easily forgiven (Early Autumn) 
 

It was not recklessness when you risked nothing, when what you did made no difference to 
anyone, not even to yourself (The Rains Came) 

LOUIS BROMFIELD 
 
 

PULITZER PRIZE WINNER 
 

‘The Dickens of America.’ - Washington Post 
 

‘He is considered one of the iconic writers of the 
American generation of storytellers who lived between 

the two world wars.’ - J. R. Fernández Cano  
 

‘He was on the real cutting edge of change in agriculture. 
People aren't kidding when they say he was a real 

visionary.’ - George DeVault  

Louis Bromfield (1896-1956) was born in Ohio and educated at Cornell and Columbia 
universities. An ambulance driver and interpreter in France during WW1, he was awarded 
the Croix de Guerre. On his return to the US he formed part of the original staff on Time 
magazine. 
 
His first novel, The Green Bay Tree, was published in 1924. A year later, he moved to Paris 
with his family, and became friends with Scott Fitzgerald, Somerset Maugham and Edith 
Wharton. In 1938 the Bromfields returned to Ohio, where they bought a 1000-acre farm 
which became a productive showcase for Louis’s return to a simpler way of life, recording 
his experiences and knowledge in the classic Malabar Farm. 
 
Bromfield’s reputation was established with his early novels, particularly the four books in 
the Escape series, a collection that depicted a changing America in which going against the 
norm had strong implications for the individual. A prolific and highly original writer, he 
received both the Pulitzer Prize for Early Autumn and the O. Henry Award for short fiction 
with Awake and Rehearse. 
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EARLY AUTUMN (Pulitzer Prize Winner) 
 

‘Truly Lovely.’ - Gillian Flynn, New York Times 
 
 

Sabine Callender had fled from the stifling propriety of 
Durham, New England, twenty years ago. With a failed 
marriage behind her and an eighteen-year-old daughter to 
present to society, everyone is surprised to find that Sabine 
has returned, not as the pitiable and broken creature they 
expected, but as a strong and assured individual with an 
uncanny ability to see through the postures and pretences 
of the society that oppressed her as a girl. With her bold 
independence and forthright nature, Sabine challenges the 
social order and becomes a catalyst for change in the lives 
of the people around her. 
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Current sales: 
French: Éditions Phebus (Mrs 
Parkington, Early Autumn, The 
Rains Came) 
German: Unionsverlag (The 
Rains Came) 
Macedonia: Ars Lamina (Early 
Autumn) 
Romanian: Grup Media Lit 
(Early Autumn) 

THE RAINS CAME 
 
In the town of Ranchipur, four people find their lives 
interlinked by unexpected feelings and events they cannot 
control. Tom Ransome, son of an English earl, is living a 
painter's life. He is pursued by a flirtatious young English 
girl who adores him. Lady Esketh is a beautiful, bored 
sophisticate and Tom's former girlfriend. And Major Rama 
is the dedicated Hindu surgeon who captures her heart. 
When a catastrophic earthquake and flood bring disaster 
to India, all their lives are forever transformed by the 
striking clash between good and evil, duty and forbidden 
love.  
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T.F. POWYS 
 
“A writer who far outshone his contemporaries” — 
Spectator  
 
"The greatest value of his work, though, is in showing 
that it is still possible to write about the primordial hu-
man experiences to which religion is a response...Very 
few 20th-century authors have the knack of writing 
convincingly of first and last things. A religious writer 
without any vestige of belief, Theodore Powys is one 
of them" - John Gray, New Statesman 
 
"Grimly brilliant" - John Carey, Sunday Times  

The brother of John Cowper Powys and Llewelyn Powys, T.F. Powys (1875-1953) wrote 
eight novels of which Mr Weston’s Good Wine is the best-known. Whilst his brothers 
went to university, T.F. Powys attempted to make a career as a farmer. His works deal 
mainly with the hardships and brutalities of rural life. He claimed to love monotony, and 
almost never travelled. After his marriage in 1905, he settled in Dorset and lived as a re-
cluse until the end of his life.   
 
T.F. Powys was also a devoted Christian, albeit with unorthodox beliefs which were influ-
enced by the ideas of pantheism and quietism. He was also deeply affected by the works 
of John Bunyan, Jonathan Swift, Thomas Hardy — and, of course, by the Bible.  
 
 
 
 
“When God's finger first stirred the pudding," answered Death, with a smile, "He let a tear 

fall in by mistake, and that tear became man's consciousness.”  
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MR WESTON’S GOOD WINE  
 
"Mr Weston's Good Wine is a book without parallel. It is 
an allegory, it is a bucolic farce, it is a religious (or anti-
religious?) masterpiece."- A.N. Wilson, Daily Telegraph  
 
Among the residents of a small Dorset town called Folly 
Down, an unlikely struggle between the forces of good 
and evil is taking place. For a single winter's evening, 
Time stands still and the bitter-sweet gift of awareness 
descends upon the people: Mr Weston the wine 
merchant has come to town. The advert on his Ford van 
lights up the sky above the village. Whether the villagers 
choose to buy Mr Weston's light or dark wine is up to 
them.  
 
 
 
 
 
UNCLAY   
 
“Heretical, scandalous, and mocking, but essentially 
parables”.—Jorge Luis Borges 
 
First published in 1931, Unclay glows with an unworldly 
light—Death has come to the small village of Dodder to 
deliver a parchment with the names of two local mortals 
and the fatal word unclay upon it. When he loses the 
precious sheet, he is at a loss, and also free of his 
errand. Hungry to taste the sweet fruits of human life, 
Mr. John Death, as he is now known, takes a holiday in 
Dorsetshire and rests from his reaping. The village 
teems with the old virtues (love, kindness, patience) and 
the old sins (lust, avarice, greed). What unfolds is a 
witty, earthy, metaphysical, and delicious novel of 
enormous moral force and astonishing beauty.  

Current sales:  
UK: Vintage, Faber 
US: New Directions (Unclay)  
Italian: Adelphi (Mr Weston’s 
Good Wine, The Left Leg, Mr 
Tasker’s Gods  
Spanish: Ediciones Alfabia (Mr 
Weston’s Good Wine)   
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MARGERY SHARP  

 
“She remained, always, both polite and biting, looking at 
the intoxications and delusions of life and love with wit and 
clear-eyed sympathy.” Perri Klass, The New York Times  

Margery Sharp (1905-1991) is perhaps best known for her inventive and whimsical chil-
dren’s books The Rescuers, detailing the adventures of  Miss Bianca — a socialite mouse 
saving people and animals in danger—which was animated by Disney in  1977. But she 
also wrote many novels for adults, dealing with changing attitudes to sex, marriage, love, 
and family life in the 20th century.  
 
She was born in  Salisbury, and spent some of her childhood in Malta. She studied French 
at Bedford College, London and Fine Art at Westminster Art School. When she was 21 her 
stories began to be published in magazines on both sides of the Atlantic — in Punch, 
Harper’s Bazaar, and Good Housekeeping. She released her first novel, Rhododendron Pie, 
in 1930. 
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CLUNY BROWN  
 
Cluny Brown—a plumber’s niece—has a constant desire 
for expanding her horizons. Her conservative 
community questions whether she has forgotten her 
place, and after one excursion to London outside the 
bounds of what her elders consider proper, she is sent 
off into good service to be a Parlour Maid at the 
charming country home Friars Carmel. At the same time, 
the heir of the house, a mysterious Polish professor, and 
a beautiful socialite arrive — adding complexity to this 
adventurous tale of a a young woman following her 
dreams and finding her personal freedom in the 
tumultuous early 20th century.  
 
The novel was adapted into a film directed by Ernst 
Lubitsch in 1946.  
 
 
 
 
 
BRITANNIA MEWS  
Around the corner from the elegant townhouses on 
Albion Place is Britannia Mews, a squalid neighbourhood 
where servants and coachmen live. In 1875, it’s no place 
for a young girl of fine breeding, but independent-
minded Adelaide Culver is fascinated by what goes on 
there. Years later, Adelaide shocks her family when she 
falls in love with an impoverished artist and moves into 
the Mews. But violence shatters Adelaide’s dreams. In a 
dangerous new world, she must fend for herself — until 
she meets a charismatic stranger and her life takes a 
turn she never expected.  
 
A novel about social manners and mores reminiscent of 
Edith Wharton, this story of love, family, and the price 
one must pay for throwing off the shackles of 
convention is also a witty and incisive dissection of the 
“upstairs, downstairs” English class system of the last 
two centuries.  

Current sales:  

UK&US: Open Road  

French: Editions Belfond  

German: Julia Eisele  

Italian: Astoria  
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Giulia Bernabè 
Head of Rights, Estates 
gbernabe@pfd.co.uk 
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