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NEW TO PFD 



 

 

NEW TO PFD 

BERYL GILROY 

4 

Beryl Agatha Gilroy (1924—2001) was a pioneering teacher and novelist, and one of 

Britain's most significant post-war Caribbean migrants, part of the so-called 

"Windrush generation". Born in what was then British Guiana, she moved to the 

United Kingdom in the 1950s .  

 

Although Gilroy was a qualified teacher, racism prevented her getting a post for 

some time, and she had to work as a washer, a factory clerk and maid. Eventually 

she was employed and became the first Black headteacher in London. Her 

experiences of those years are told in her unconventional autobiography Black 

Teacher. 

 

Gilroy's creative writing began much earlier, in childhood, as a teacher for children 

and then in the 1960s when she began writing what was later published In Praise of 

Love and Children, a rare account of a woman’s experience of migration from the 

Caribbean.  

 

Between 1970 and 1975 she wrote the pioneering children's series Nippers, 

containing probably the first reflection of the Black British presence in UK writing for 

children.  



 

 

NEW TO PFD 

BLACK TEACHER 

 

Black Teacher is an unconventional autobiography 

and is Gilroy’s experiment with an intermediary form, 

somewhere between fiction and autobiography. 

It begins in the present from the perspective of a 

conquering heroine. The narrator then shifts the time 

frame back to her expectations on leaving university 

and moves forward from 1953. It has 13 short 

chapters depicting spirited battles which see her 

finally get work as a teacher, followed by a promotion 

to headship. The text contains several episodes which 

depict Gilroy’s encounters with the British workforce 

and the low-paid jobs she was forced to take during 

the period that she was rejected for teaching 

appointments.  

 

When later discussing Black Teacher, Gilroy said that 

there was a need ‘to set the record straight on 

women’s experiences’. 
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FRANGIPANI HOUSE 

 

Published in 1986, Frangipani House was Belroy’s  first 

novel or, better, novella. 

 

Set in Guyana, it is the story of Mama King, trapped by 

age and infirmity, but ultimately indomitable. She es-

capes the rest home where the family sent her to help 

the world of the poor. 

Current sales: 

UK: Pearson (Frangipani 

House) 



 

 

NEW TO PFD 

WILLIAM HARRINGTON 

6 

 

William Harrington (1931-2000) was born in Marietta, Ohio, and earned a master's 

degree at Duke University and a law degree at Ohio State University. For almost 20 

years he practiced as an attorney and shifted to a full-time writing career in 1980. 

 

His first novel The Justice Which, Which the Thief, published in 1963, received 

positive critics. It was a real case story about a couple of jewellery robberies in Ohio. 

 

His other popular book was published in 1982, The English Lady, it is an espionage 

novel about Winston Churchill and her confidante spying on the Germans during 

the Second World War.  

 

Between 1993 and 1998, he wrote the Columbo series, inspired by the television 

series American Columbo. He co-authored with Elliot Roosevelt on the 

investigations of Eleanor Roosevelt, the wife of the US president, Franklin Delano. 



 

 

NEW TO PFD 

Current sales: 

UK: Endeavour (Endgame in 

Berlin, Virus, Trial, The 

Cromwell File) 

 

VIRUS 

 

An eccentric computer genius resents the way 

business-management types have taken control of 

his life’s work and his company. He decides to shoot 

them down. By inserting a computer virus in the 

airlines reservations computer system, he causes 

airport chaos on a heavy-traffic day. 

 

Colombian drug barons identify him as the man who 

can, perhaps, sneak a Boeing 747 past airline traffic 

control radar systems and so carry many tons of 

cocaine into the States. He sets to work, testing the 

system by, getting small planes past the radar barrier. 

With Virus, Harrington has all but invented a new 

category for suspense novels. 
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ENDAGAME IN BERLIN 

 

‘A fine story of industrial espionage’ - Kirkus 

 

The Soviet Union’s Council of Ministers is well aware 

that for all their military clout, their economy is that 

of a Third World nation. They recruit Colonel Nikolai 

Kalinin — weary, disillusioned, but a still loyal KGB 

operative — to infiltrate a multinational research cor-

poration based in Berlin and steal the blueprint of a 

revolutionary new computer chip. 

 

Given the assignment of preventing the chip from 

falling into the wrong hands is Russ Tobin, a former 

Berlin Station Chief and now a senior CIA intelligence 

analyst, whose lethal rivalry with Kalinin goes far be-

yond the now-defunct ideology that once divided 

their nations. 

 



 

 

NEW TO PFD 

SAMANTHA HOWE 

 

The Girl in the Rain 

 

 

8 

 

The Girl in The Rain is a psychological thriller, about a young woman who is married 

to a man who becomes more and more controlling. Charlotte, the main character, is 

attractive and intelligent. However, she met her future husband at university and 

decided to support her husband in favour of her own career. Her husband heads up 

Carlisle Corporation, a big banking organisation. Whilst Charlotte also has to deal 

with an overbearing and interfering mother-in-law, she randomly meets Ewan 

Daniels, an attractive and compassionate man with whom she starts an affair. 

Deciding to leave her husband she arranges to meet Ewan who never appears at the 

allotted time and place. She then is taken back by Tom, her husband and what 

ensues is how Charlotte realises that her husband is psychotic and orchestrated her 

affair. Although Ewan really did fall in love with Charlotte, she finds out that Tom 

engineered Ewan’s absence and there is a final shocking twist and denouement at 

the end of the book. 

 

The Girl in The Rain is currently on submission in the UK 

 

Samantha Howe has previously written horror titles under the pseudonym Sam 

Stone and this is her breakout commercial thriller which she has written under her 

own name  



 

 

NEW TO PFD 

IRENE NORTHAN 
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Irene Northam (1936-1993) was born on Tyneside, North East England but moved to 

South Devon with her parents at the age of 10. She trained as a teacher, specialising 

in history. Her research led to countless articles on history, travel, social customs, 

and short stories appearing in a wide variety of newspapers and magazines at home 

and abroad. 

 

After her first novel, Phyllida, was published in 1976 a steady stream of books 

followed, which she fitted in between looking after her husband and two daughters, 

becoming a founder member of Brixham Writers’ Circle, a member of The Romantic 

Novelists’ Association, Librarian of Brixham Museum, and Reader for the South West 

Arts. 

 

Until her death in June 1993 Rene had written 20 fiction titles and 1 non-fiction.  



 

 

NEW TO PFD 

THE DEVON SAGAS 

 

Three poignant family sagas perfect for fans of Janet Tanner, Grace 

Thompson and Nadine Dorries. 

 

TO DREAM AGAIN  

When laundress Mercy Seaton’s chance meeting with Peter Lisburne at the annual 

Torquay regatta leads to a whirlwind proposal, she’s swept into her husband’s 

glittering world at ‘I do’. But all that glitters is not gold and Mercy’s discomfort in 

the drawing rooms of Edwardian society leave her adrift in a world she’s ill 

prepared for.  

 

SAFE HEAVEN 

When Amy Kennedy is sent from a London workhouse to Devon alongside her 

closest friends, it finally seems like life is taking a turn for the better.  

Though Amy finds a happy escape from her difficult job in the arms of handsome 

Daniel Newton, her friends flounder in the harsh realities of a fisherman’s life and 

face abuse at the lecherous hands of their employer. Now, as tragedy strikes, they 

each face repercussions their days as orphans could never have prepared them for. 

 

DAUGHTER OF THE RIVER 

Maddy Shillabeer’s prospects are limited. As the only woman in a household of 

men, in a town with precious few romantic possibilities, she’s resigned herself to a 

life of familial duty. That is, until the arrival of mysterious stranger Patrick Howard. 

 

 

Current sales: UK (Canelo) 
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NEW RELEASES AND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA 

SABINA BRENNAN 

 
Winner of Science Foundation Ireland’s 2016 

award for ‘Outstanding Contribution to Stem 

Communication’ 

 

‘Challenging, accessible, thought-provoking... her 

ability to convey complex concepts in everyday 

language [is] masterful..’ - Liz Watson, Befriending 
Networks, Scotland 

12 

 

Sabina is a research psychologist and award winning science communicator. She 

currently works as a Research Assistant Professor in the Institute of Neuroscience at 

Trinity College Dublin. Sabina’s research focuses on understanding dementia risk 

and protective factors to establish how decline in cognitive function can be 

prevented. 

 

Sabina has made more than 30 films offering practical advice on brain function 

which have been translated into multiple languages and are used by health and 

advocacy organisations. Sabina is frequently invited to speak on brain health, 

ageism, stress, social isolation and related issues both nationally and internationally.  



 

 

NEW RELEASES AND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA 

100 DAYS TO A YOUNGER BRAIN 

Maximise your memory, boost your brain health and defy dementia  

 

How the amazing three pounds of ever-active tissue inside your head works and 

why  building a brain health habit is the best investment you will ever make. 

 

We’re all flesh and blood—but it is the brain that makes us human. Ever-active and 

all-important, how can we care for the organ that governs our personalities? 100 

Days to a Younger Brain offers a practical manual to maintaining and understanding 

the brain—as well as the benefits that come with a healthy brain. Brennan provides 

simple methods to help maintain a present state of mind and manage stress, and 

explains how exercise and  sociability can assist the brain in remaining healthy and 

helpful well into old age. 

 

This book arms you with information to build brain health habits to optimise 

function and minimise the impact of ageing, injury, or disease on cognitive function. 

 

Current sales: 

UK&US: Orion (tbp  March 2019) - edited  ms tbd in February 2019 
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NEW RELEASES AND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA 

VIRGINIA COWLES 

 

'[The Rothschilds is] one of the most delightful books 

I have read. Miss Cowles has given us a tour-de-

force, well researched, comprehensive, frank … [it] 

abounds in amazing stories of extraordinary 

personalities.' – Books and Bookmen  
 

'Clear, unaffected reportage… a delight to read.' - 

The Telegraph 
 

'Enticing… her voice is clear. She inputs logic 

alongside specifics, connecting dots and bridging 

gaps.' - Lauryn Smith 

14 

Virginia Spencer Cowles OBE (1910–1983) was a noted American journalist, 

biographer, and travel writer. During her long career, Cowles went from covering 

fashion, to covering the Spanish Civil War, the turbulent period in Europe leading 

up to World War II, and the entire war. Her service as a correspondent was 

recognized by the British government with an OBE in 1947.  

 

After the war, she published a number of critically acclaimed biographies of 

historical figures, for which critics often praised the accuracy of her insight into 

humanity.  



 

 

NEW RELEASES AND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA 

 

Current sales: 

UK & US: Faber 

Spanish: Tusquets 

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR TROUBLE 

 

First published in June 1941, Looking for Trouble is 

the tour de force testimony of an American debutante 

who became a roving war correspondent noted for 

her bravery and perceptiveness.  

 

A correspondent for Hearst newspapers in the United 

States, aged 29, Cowles had covered the Spanish Civil 

War, Soviet Russia, Czechoslovakia and, later, the 

Polish border, as the Germans rolled in, as well as the 

astonishing winter war between Finland and Russia. 

She had interviewed Mussolini in Rome, been flown 

personally by Air Marshal Balbo over Libya, lunched 

with Ernest Hemingway, seen in the new year of 1940 

with Winston Churchill singing Run, Rabbit, Run and 

had tea with Hitler in Nuremberg.  

 

'She was in Berlin the day Germany launched its attack 

on Poland, in Helsinki as the Russians invaded Finland, 

and she reached Paris when the Germans were just 17 

miles from the city... It was war reporting of a long 

gone era, when journalists were not embedded but 

ranged freely... Looking for Trouble is a reminder of 

how excellent a reporter [Cowles] was.' - Caroline 

Moorhead, Spectator  
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NEW RELEASES AND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA 

GRAHAM MASTERTON 

 
The Horror Writers Association Lifetime 

Achievement Award Winner (2019) 

 

'A true master of horror' - James Herbert 

 

'One of the most original and frightening storytellers 

of our time' - Peter James 

16 

After establishing himself as one of the world’s bestselling horror authors, Graham 

Masterton has turned his hand to crime selling over 1 million copies with his Katie 

Maguire series (Head of Zeus). 

 

Born in Edinburgh in 1946, at 24 he became executive editor of Penthouse which led 

him to write a series of best-selling sexual advice books. 

 

His horror novel The Manitou was filmed with Tony Curtis in the lead role and three 

of his horror stories were adapted by Tony Scott for his TV series The Hunger. 

 

For the past 13 years, he has given his name to the prestigious Prix Masterton, which 

is awarded annually for best French-language horror novel. He has also been the 

only non-French winner of Le Prix Julia Verlanger for best-selling horror novel. 



 

 

NEW RELEASES AND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA 

Current sales: 

UK&US: Head of Zeus 

French: Livr’s; Bragelonne 

Germany: Festa 

Polish: Rebis 

 

All titles with current  and 

previous publishers 

THE KATIE MACGUIRE SERIES 

 

Over a million copies sold in a five-year period 

 

Head of Zeus published the tenth title in February 

2019 

 

Katie Maguire was one of seven sisters born to a 

police inspector in Cork, but the only sister who 

decided to follow her father and join An Garda 

Siochana. With her bright green eyes and short red 

hair, she looks like an Irish pixie, but she is no soft 

touch. To the dismay of some of her male 

subordinates, she rises quickly through the ranks, 

gaining a reputation for catching Cork’s killers, often 

at great personal cost. 

 

 

GHOST VIRUS 

 

A young girl in South London is found dead from an 

acid attack. DC Jerry Pardoe from Tooting Police and 

DC Jamila Patel are sent to investigate. Jerry and 

Jamila begin to realise second-hand clothes are 

infected with the spirits of the people who used to 

own them, and that those spirits will do anything to 

come back to life, including eating human flesh to 

give them back the body that they have lost. 

 

Hundreds of innocent people are being massacred 

and between them, Jerry and Jamila have to find a 

way to defeat a horde of clothes that can’t be 

stopped by bullets or Tasers or tear-gas, and which 

are hellbent on ripping apart anybody they can find. 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HnFdgvVzxPdRn9TbWNFbEFKTXDVy9XHR_E6EZiDNPk0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HnFdgvVzxPdRn9TbWNFbEFKTXDVy9XHR_E6EZiDNPk0/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

NEW RELEASES AND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA 

REBECCA WEST 

 

Top5 bestseller in Italy  with more than 

30,000 copies sold in 3 months 

 

‘A pioneering writer, thinker and proponent of female 

sexuality’ - The Guardian 

 

‘Rebecca West was one of the giants and will have a 

lasting place in English literature. No one in this 

century wrote more dazzling prose, or had more wit, 

or looked at the intricacies of human character and 

the ways of the world more intelligently’ - William 

Shawn, The New Yorker  
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People call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments that differentiate me from 

a doormat or a prostitute.  

 

 

“Yes,” said Mamma, “this is the worst of life, that love does not give us common 

sense but is a sure way of losing it. We love people, and we say that we are going 

to do more for them than friendship, but it makes such fools of us that we do far 

less, indeed sometimes what we do could be mistaken for the work of hatred.” 

(from The Fountain Overflows) 

Dame Cicely Isabel Fairfield (1892-1983) was an author, journalist, literary critic and 

travel writer.  She took the pseudonym Rebecca West from the rebellious young 

heroine in Romersholm by Henrik Ibsen. A prolific author in many genres, West was 

committed to feminist and liberal principles and was one of the foremost public 

intellectuals of the twentieth century.  

 

She met H.G. Wells in 1913, after her provocatively damning review of his novel 

Marriage prompted him to invite her to lunch. They fell in love, though Wells was 

married at the time, and their affair lasted ten years producing a son.  

 

She was made DBE in 1959, in recognition of her outstanding contribution to British 

letters.  



 

 

NEW RELEASES AND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA 

Current sales: 

UK: Virago 

US Open Road 

French: Robert Laffont/

Pavilon 

Italian: Fazi 

Spanish: Planeta/Seix Barral 

 

 

All titles with current  and 

previous publishers 

THE SAGA OF THE CENTURY 

The Fountain Overflows, This Real Night, Cousin 

Rosamund 

 

‘One of the best writers of the twentieth century. [For] 

the tone the book radiates, the weight of memory it 

holds, its way of arranging time, its colours, the way 

in which it grasps the readers’ attention’ – 

Alessandro Baricco 

 

You must always believe that life is as extraordinary 

as music says it is. 

 

This inspiring trio of semi–autobiographical novels 

was an instant bestseller and acknowledged as West’s 

masterpiece. Encapsulating poverty and beauty, it 

focuses on the talented and eccentric Aubrey family. 

Papa Aubrey’s wife and twin daughters, Mary and 

Rose, are piano prodigies, his young son, Richard 

Quin, is a lively boy, and his eldest daughter, Cordelia, 

is a beautiful and driven young woman with musical 

aspirations. But the talented and eccentric Aubrey 

family rarely enjoys a moment of harmony, as its 

members struggle to overcome the effects of their 

patriarch’s spendthrift ways. 

19 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fNorH3snYthw3bZhXyT2P-7wSKT_tH0puFwO6SaDlx4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1fNorH3snYthw3bZhXyT2P-7wSKT_tH0puFwO6SaDlx4/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF 

IVY COMPTON BURNETT 
 

‘Ivy Compton-Burnett is one of the most original, 

artful and elegant writers of our century.’ - Hilary 

Mantel 

 

‘A remarkable and unusual novelist, who has, in her 

own well-tilled field, no rival and no parallel.’ - Times 
Literary Supplement  
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As regards plots I find real life no help at all. Real life seems to have no plots. And 

as I think a plot desirable and almost necessary, I have this extra grudge against 

real life. But I think there are signs that strange things happen, though they do not 

emerge. 

 

 

There is more difference within the sexes than between them. 

 

Dame Ivy Compton-Burnett (1884-1969) was born as the seventh of twelve children 

of a well-known homeopathic physician. She was educated at home until the age of 

14 and then attended college before embarking on a university degree in Classics. 

After graduating she in turn tutored four younger sisters at home. 

 

Her own tragic experiences of family life (two brothers and two sisters died 

tragically, none of the twelve siblings had children and all eight girls remained 

unmarried) provided some of the material drew upon as a novelist. Her books about 

money, power, status, incest, adultery, murder and homosexuality, were years ahead 

of their time, as well as all the passions and stresses of family life, described with 

brilliant wit and perception. She was awarded the 1955 James Tait Black Memorial 

Prize for her novel Mother and Son. 



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Current sales: 

UK&US: Bloomsbury Reader 

US: NYRB (A House…) 

French: Gallimard (A House. 

And Its Head) 

Italian: Fazi (4 titles) 

Spanish: Anagrama (3 titles) 

 

All titles with current  and 

previous publishers 

A HOUSE AND ITS HEAD 

 

‘To read [her] hilarious, harrowing work is to be 

persuaded that Darwin could have skipped the 

expedition to Tierra del Fuego and simply stayed 

home to observe the truly ferocious, unrelenting 

struggle for dominance and survival enacted every 

morning around the Victorian breakfast table.’ - 

Francine Post 

 

A House and Its Head is Ivy Compton-Burnett's 

subversive look at the politics of family life, and 

perhaps the most unsparing of her novels. No sooner 

has Duncan Edgeworth's wife died than he takes a 

new, much younger bride whose wilful ways provoke 

a series of transgressions that begins with adultery 

and ends, much to everyone's relief, in murder.  

 

 

 

A GOD AND HIS GIFTS 

 

‘The grande dame of popcorn dialogue in the upper 

ether of attenuated sensibility still has a firm glove on 

the reins.’ - Kirkus  

 

First published in 1963, it was the last of Ivy Compton

-Burnett’s novels to be published in her lifetime and 

is considered by many to be one of her best. Set in 

the claustrophobic world of Edwardian upper-class 

family life, it is the story of the self-willed and 

arrogant Hereward Egerton. In his marriage to Ada 

Merton he maintains a veneer of respectability but 

through his intimate relationships with his sister, 

Emmeline, and his son’s future wife, Hetty, he steps 

beyond the bounds of conventional morality with 

both comic and tragic results  
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ebrVUHLBANICf5RK5Tc0OA9LZL6JYeriCQsA83vRQjU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ebrVUHLBANICf5RK5Tc0OA9LZL6JYeriCQsA83vRQjU/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

EDMUND CRISPIN 

 

100th ANNIVERSARY in 2021 

 

‘One of the last exponents of the classical English 

detective story...elegant, literate, and funny’ - The 

Times  
 

 

‘Hilarious… ranks among the most amusing light 

novels ever written’ - Washington Post  
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None but the most blindly credulous will imaging the characters and events in this 

story to be anything but fictitious. It is true that the ancient and noble city of 

Oxford is, of all the towns of England, the likeliest progenitor of unlikely events 

and persons. But there are limits. 

Edmund Crispin was the pseudonym of (Robert) Bruce Montgomery (1921-1978). 

After a brief spell of teaching, he became a full-time writer and composer 

particularly of film music. He also edited science fiction anthologies, and became a 

regular crime fiction reviewer for The Sunday Times. His friends included Philip 

Larkin, Kingsley Amis and Agatha Christie.  

 

Montgomery wrote nine detective novels and two collections of short stories under 

the pseudonym Edmund Crispin (taken from a character in Michael Innes's Hamlet, 

Revenge!). The stories feature Oxford don Gervase Fen, who is a Professor of English 

at the university and a fellow of St Christopher's College, a fictional institution that 

Crispin locates next to St John's College.  

 

The whodunit novels have complex plots and fantastic, somewhat unbelievable 

solutions, including examples of the locked room mystery. They are written in a 

humorous, literary and sometimes farcical style and they are also among the few 

mystery novels to break the fourth wall occasionally and speak directly to the 

audience.  



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Current sales: 

UK: Bloomsbury Reader/

Agora 

US: HarperCollins 

Russian: AST 

German: Aufbau 

Spanish: Impedimenta 

Slovakian: Amma Books 

 

All titles and previous 

publishers 

GERVAS FEN SERIES 

 

'A classic crime novel with a surreal streak… It's a 

clever, energetic romp, written with wit'-  

Val McDermid  

 

 

As inventive as Agatha Christie, as hilarious as P.G. 

Wodehouse. The Gervan Fen series is crime fiction at 

its quirkiest and best.  

 

The eccentric professor Gervase Fen is an eloquent, 

brilliant academic who prefers to solve crimes in and 

around Oxford University. Crispin’s novels offer 

intelligent entertainment, ingenious plots, wit and 

literary allusion, sharply observed dialogue and high 

quality writing.  

 

Fen appears in nine novels (The Case of the Gilded 

Fly, Holy Disorders, The Moving Toyshop, Swan Song, 

Love Lies Bleeding, Buried for Pleasure Frequent 

Hearses, The Long Divorce, The Glimpses of the 

Moon) and two books of short stories (Beware of the 

Trains, Fen Country). 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CtWlvARjBk-KLGcBM2EWWV_jS3aTpdCnGTbI54osplI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CtWlvARjBk-KLGcBM2EWWV_jS3aTpdCnGTbI54osplI/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

DESIREE MEYLER 

 

100th ANNIVERSARY in 2019 

 

25 

 

Desiree Meyler (1919-1989) was born in Wales and studied at the School of Art in 

Cambridge.  

 

The outbreak of war in 1939 changed the course of Desiree’s career; she became, 

during the 1960s, a prolific writer of short stories published all over the world in 

magazines, and also contributed to BBC Radio Four’s ‘Morning Story’. The 1970s saw 

her develop from short story writer to novelist, often set against a Yorkshire family 

background but also drawing on her experiences of pre-war and wartime 

Cambridge.  

 

In the 1980s, as author Zena Meyler, she moved on to family sagas – Shadows on 

the Ice set in pre-revolutionary St. Petersburg, and Flower of the Forest set at the 

time of the First World War. Just a week before she died in 1989, she completed 

Bitter Harvest, the unpublished sequel to Flower of the Forest, following the 

experiences of the same family through and beyond the Second World War.  

 

Her fluid story telling, combined with her scrupulous historical research, was the 

hallmark of her writing success.  



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Current sales: 

UK: Endeavour 

 

SHADOWS ON THE ICE 

 

Nicolai Urosov only wanted the best for his three 

attractive daughters. So when the eldest, his darling 

Marie, ran away with an English sea captain, the stolid 

and prosperous timber merchant was appalled. And 

Marie’s new life would indeed not be easy, bringing 

up her beautiful daughter Katya far from home. 

Mercifully her closest sister, Laura, became a ballet 

dancer and formed a relationship with the rich and 

dashing Duke Philip. This delighted her doting father. 

But Nicolai was not so pleased when his youngest 

daughter, Anastasia married a diplomat, an attractive 

but cruel man, who forced her to accompany him all 

over the world.  

The highly charged atmosphere of pre-revolutionary 

St Petersburg was the backdrop to these turbulent 

affairs of the heart. And into this precarious world 

came Katya, torn between the splendours of the old 

order and a new passion that was awakening within 

her. 

26 



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

BERNICE RUBENS 

 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF HER BOOKER 

PRIZE WIN 

 

'A compelling storyteller, weaving her novels from 

many strands: her own vivid experiences, her friends' 

and family's lives, centuries of Jewish tradition and 

history; above all, her remarkable and disturbing 

imagination. In everyday places she showed the 

horrors that can lie behind net curtains and cosiness, 

polite conversation or an unexplained wink.'  

- The Guardian  

27 

Bernice Rubens (1928-2004) was born in Cardiff in a musical family from a Jew-

Lithuanian father and a Polish mother. She began writing at the age of 35, when her 

children started nursery school. Her second novel, Madame Sousatzka, was filmed 

by John Schlesinger, with Shirley MacLaine in the leading role.  

 

Her fourth novel, The Elected Member, won the 1970 Booker prize. She was 

shortlisted for the same prize again in 1978 for A Five Year Sentence.  

 

She was an honorary vice-president of International PEN and served as a Booker 

judge in 1986.  



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Current sales: 

UK: Little, Brown 

Hebrew: Penn 

 

All titles with current  and 

previous publishers 

THE ELECTED MEMBER (Booker Prize Winner) 

 

'She has a large compassion, and an intelligence 

which makes her compulsively readable.' - New 
Statesman 

 

'Splendidly sane, compassionate and often 

grotesquely funny.' - Daily Telegraph 

 

 

Norman is the clever one of a close-knit Jewish family 

in the East End of London. Infant prodigy; brilliant 

barrister; the apple of his parents' eyes... until at forty-

one he becomes a drug addict, confined to his 

bedroom, at the mercy of his hallucinations and 

paranoia. 

For Norman, his committal to a mental hospital 

represents the ultimate act of betrayal. For Rbbi 

Zweck, Norman's father, his son's deterioration is a 

bitter reminder of his own guilt and failure. Only 

Bella, the unmarried sister, still in her childhood white 

ankle socks, can reach across the abyss of pain to 

bring father and son the elusive peace which they 

both desperately crave. 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

 

COMPLETE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 391 titles 

 

MAIGRET NOVELS: 75 

titles 

 

MAIGRET SHORT STORIES:  

28 titles 

 

ROMANS DURS: 119 titles 

 

NON-MAIGRET SHORT 

STORIES: 129 titles 

 

AUTOBIOGRAPHIES/

ASSORTED TITLES: 25 titles 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREATION OF 

COMMISSAIRE MAIGRET 

Georges Simenon 
 

'A writer who, more than any other crime novelist, 

combined a high literary reputation with popular 

appeal.' - P.D. James 

 

‘My readings? I read Tout Simenon, and when I’m 

done, I start all over again.’ - Claude Chabrol 

 

Simenon is the 17th most translated author in the 

world and the most translated Belgian author. His 

work has been translated into over 50 languages 

and published in over 50 countries, with over 800 

million books sold worldwide. 

 

Recipient of the 1959 Edgar Award for Best 

Foreign Film, recipient of the 1966 Edgar Grand 

Master Award, 2005 nominee for the title of The 

Greatest Belgian. 

 

Georges Simenon (1903-1989) was a prolific Belgian 

writer best known for his novels and short stories 

featuring Detective Jules Maigret. Author of hundreds 

of published works, he once claimed to be able to 

finish a book in fourteen days between writing and 

editing.  Simenon's work has been widely adapted to 

cinema and television, including 3 separate Maigret 

TV series.  He is credited on at least 171 productions.  
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MOVIE AND TV  

ADAPTATIONS 



 

 

MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

C S FORESTER  
 

Feature film rights to THE GOOD SHEPHERD sold 

to Filmnation, who are producing in association 

with Tom Hanks’s company Playtone.  

Tom Hanks has written the script and will star.  

 

 

‘I recommend Forester to every literate I know’ - 

Ernest Hemingway  

 

 

‘A high and glittering excitement...[Forester] has no 

master and few peers.’ -The New York Times  

31 

 

Cecil Scott Forester (1899-1966) was the pen name of Cecil Louis Troughton Smith, 

who rose to fame with tales of adventure and military crusades. His most notable 

works were The African Queen and the eleven-book Horatio Hornblower series, 

about naval warfare during the Napoleonic era, which is now reissued in a 3-set 

brand new edition of The Folio Society lavishly illustrated by Joe McClaren and 

introduced by Bernard Cornwell. 

 

Forester’s books are not new to prestigious film adaptations and his notable The 

African Queen was made into a movie starring Humphrey Bogart and Katharine 

Hepburn in 1951 and afterwards into a TV series in 1977. His A Ship of the Line and 

Flying Colours were jointly awarded the 1938 James Tait Black Memorial Prize for 

fiction. 



 

 

MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

 

Current sales: 

 

UK: Penguin 

Brazil: Record 

Chinese (Simplified): Beijing 

United Creadion  

Chinese (Complex): offer 

under negotiation 

French: Place des Editeurs 

Greek: Brainfood Media 

Hungary: Partvonal   

Italian: Newton & Compton;  

Polish: Zysk 

Russian: Atticus 

Swedish: NoNa 

Turkish: Egitim Yayinevi 

 

 

All titles with current  and 

previous publishers 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD (aka GREYHOUND) 

 

The Old Man and The Sea meets Dunkirk in this 

wonderfully real and sustained impression of war at 

sea, soon to be a major motion picture starring Tom 

Hanks. 

 

The mission of Commander George Krause of the 

United States Navy is to protect a convoy of thirty-

seven merchant ships making their way across the icy 

North Atlantic from America to England. There, they 

will deliver desperately needed supplies, but only if 

they can make it through the wolfpack of German 

submarines that awaits and outnumbers them in the 

perilous seas.  

 

For forty eight hours, Krause will play a desperate cat 

and mouse game against the submarines, combating 

exhaustion, hunger, and thirst to protect fifty million 

dollars' worth of cargo and the lives of three 

thousand men.  

 

Acclaimed as one of the best novels of the year upon 

publication in 1955,The Good Shepherd is a riveting 

classic of WWII and naval warfare from one of the 

20th century's masters of sea stories.  
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MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

MERVYN PEAKE  
 

TV rights to THE GORMENGHATS SERIES to  

FremantleMedia with Neil Gaiman and Akiva 

Goldsman (A Beautiful Mind) lined up to adapt .  

 

‘Peake’s books are actual additions to life; they give, 

like certain rare dreams, sensations we have never 

had before, and enlarge our conception of the range 

of the possible experience’ - C.S. Lewis  

 

‘[Gormenghast is] one of the most important works of 

the imagination to come out of [this] age’ - Anthony 

Burgess 
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Born to British parents in China, Mervyn Peake (1911-1968) was an acclaimed writer, 

artist, poet and illustrator. He is best known for his Gormenghast books (three works 

conceived as part of a cycle, the completion of which was halted by his death). 

Amazingly, a fourth book in the series called Titus Awakes, written by Peake’s widow, 

Maeve Gilmore from detailed notes left by the author, was recently discovered by 

Peake’s granddaughter in the attic of their family home.  

His daughter, Clare, has written Under a Canvas Sky, an autobiographical account of 

her parents’ romance and her own memories of her happy bohemian childhood, 

which was published by Constable and Robinson in 2011.  



 

 

MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

 

Current sales: 

UK: Vintage  

US: Overlook  

Brazil: Record 

French: Place des Editeurs  

German: Klett Cotta  

Italian: Adelphi  

Russian: Gayatri/Livebook  

Turkish: Ithaki  

 

 

All titles with current  and 

previous publishers 

 

 

 

 

THE GORMENGHAST SERIES 

Titus Groan, Gormenghast, Titus Alone 

 

Gormenghast is the vast crumbling castle to which 

the seventy-seventh Earl, Titus Groan, is Lord and 

heir. A gothic labyrinth of roofs and turrets, cloisters 

and corridors, stairwells and dungeons, it is also the 

cobwebbed kingdom of Byzantine government and 

age old ritual. But the world of Gormenghast is 

changing; a world primed to implode beneath the 

weight of centuries of intrigue, treachery, 

manipulation and murder. 
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MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

NICOLAS FREELING 
 

TV rights to the Van der Valk series have been 

optioned by Company Pictures (Wolf Hall, The 

White Queen)  

.  

 

‘Freeling is the only British novelist of consequence to 

have tackled modern Europe’ - Daily Telegraph 

 

‘He was the most thoroughly European of British 

crime writers’ - The Guardian  
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I spoke French before I spoke English, had four years of childhood in Brittany, 

and 40 more since in France: brought up my children here, saw them marry 

French, German and Italian wives; don’t regret a thing. And am still English in 

my bone and fibre. A true European.  

Nicolas Freeling (1927-2003) was a British crime novelist, best known as the author 

of the Van der Valk series of detective novels.  

 

Born in London, he had, in his own words, a vagabond upbringing. Freeling had 

followed a variety of occupations, including the armed services and the catering 

profession. He began writing during a three-week prison sentence in Amsterdam, 

after being convicted of taking home some veal from a restaurant where he worked.  

 

Freeling's The King of the Rainy Country received the 1967 Edgar Award, from the 

Mystery Writers of America, for Best Novel. He also won the Gold Dagger of the 

Crime Writers' Association, and France's Grand Prix de Littérature Policière. In 1968 

his novel Love in Amsterdam was adapted as the film Amsterdam Affair directed by 

Gerry O'Hara and starring Wolfgang Kieling as van Der Valk. 



 

 

MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

Current sales: 

UK: Penguin 

US: Knopf (all) 

 

 

All titles with current 

and previous publishers 

THE VAN DER VALK SERIES  

 

Inspector Van der Valk, irascible yet sophisticated 

Dutch super sleuth, traverses Europe solving political 

intrigues and international affairs. He is master of  

subtle interrogation with a soft spot for hard luck  

cases. 

The series consists of ten novels plus two spin-offs 

featuring Van der Val’s widow. 

 

LOVE IN AMSTERDAM 

Elsa de Charmoy was a dangerous woman, and now 

she's a dead one, shot with a gun bought by her 

former lover. Sulking in an Amsterdam jail, he swears 

it's been years since he saw Elsa, but Inspector Van 

der Valk isn't quite ready to be persuaded. Like 

Inspector Maigret, Van der Valk tends to pick apart 

the details, ideally over a good meal. And while Van 

der Valk's ruminations may frustrate his more action-

minded colleagues, they inevitably yield a surprising 

resolution.  
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MOVIE AND TV ADAPTATIONS 

JOHN TIMPSON 
 

 

TV rights to Paper Trail have been optioned by 

Company Pictures (Wolf Hall, The White Queen)  

37 

When young Charles Benson arrives in Toftham, a sleepy Norfolk market town, on a 

miserable Sunday afternoon in January 1952, he has only the vaguest idea of what 

Fate has in store for him. It is at the hands of the editor of the Toftham and 

Wettleford Journal, Mr Juby, that Charles is introduced to local reporting and 

Norfolk ways. 

 

Charles finds himself steering a perilous course through a minefield of WI meetings, 

funerals, fêtes, local dramatics, council shenanigans and point-to-points, floundering 

his way through a succession of debacles on his way to becoming a real 

journalist...and a real man of Norfolk 

John Harry Robert Timpson OBE (1928-2005) was a British journalist, best known 

as a radio presenter. 

 

His experiences in broadcasting provided Timpson with material for several books: 

Today and Yesterday, The Lighter Side of Today and The Early Morning Book . After 

his retirement from the BBC he returned to Norfolk and continued writing, especially 

about England and East Anglia in particular.  

 

These included a novel "Paper Trail" published in 1989 and two works on the quirks 

and oddities of English life. 



 

 

SPIES, KILLERS  

AND 

INVESTIGATORS 



 

 

SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

MARGERY ALLINGHAM 

 

‘Margery Allingham stands out like a shining light. 

And she has another quality, not usually associated 

with crime stories, elegance’ - Agatha Christie  

 

‘My very favourite of the four Queens of Crime is 

Allingham’ - J. K. Rowling 

 

‘Always of the elect, Margery Allingham now towers 

above them’ – The Observer 
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Margery Allingham (1904-1966) was born in London to a family immersed in 

literature. Her first novel, Blackkerchief Dick, was published in 1923 when she was 19. 

Her first work of detective fiction, entitled The White Cottage Mystery, contained 

atypical themes for a female writer of the era.  

 

Her breakthrough occurred in 1929 with the publication of The Crime at Black 

Dudley. This introduced Albert Campion, albeit originally as a minor character. He 

returned in Mystery Mile, thanks in part to pressure from her American publishers, 

much taken with the character. Campion proved so successful that Allingham made 

him the centrepiece of another 17 novels and over 20 short stories, continuing into 

the 1960s.  

The process of elimination, combined with a modicum of common sense, will always 

assist us to arrive at the correct conclusion with the maximum of possible accuracy 

and the minimum of hard labor. Which being translated means: I guessed it. (from 

Look at The Lady) 



 

 

SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

Current sales: 

 

UK & US: Vintage, Folio 

Society, Agora, Bloomsbury 

Georgian: Palitra L 

Greek: Minoas 

Italian: Bollati Boringhieri 

Portuguese: Porto 

Spanish: Impedimenta 

Russian: AST 

 

 

 

All titles with current and 

previous publishers 

TIGER IN THE SMOKE 

 

‘A phenomenal novel’ - J.K. Rowling 

 

A fog is creeping through the weary streets of 

London – so too are whispers that the Tiger is back in 

town, undetected by the law, untroubled by morals. 

And the rumours are true: Jack Havoc, charismatic 

outlaw, knife-wielding killer and ingenious jail-

breaker, is on the loose once again. 

 

As Havoc stalks the smog-cloaked alleyways of the 

city, it falls to Albert Campion to hunt down the 

fugitive and put a stop to his rampage – before it’s 

too late… 

 

The Tiger in the Smoke can rank with any of the great 

thrillers in English literature. It conveys an 

understanding of goodness and evil more assuredly 

than any of them. More than an outstanding mystery, 

Margery Allingham has created a major novel. 
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SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

ERIC AMBLER 

 

‘Unquestionably our best thriller writer ever’ - 

Graham Greene  

 

‘The source on which we all draw’ - John Le Carré  

41 

Eric Ambler (1909-1998) began his writing career in the early 1930s, and quickly 

established a reputation as a thriller writer of extraordinary depth and originality. He 

is often credited as the inventor of the modern political thriller.  

 

Ambler began his working life at an engineering firm, then as a copywriter at an 

advertising agency, while in his spare time he worked on his ambition to become a 

playwright. His first novel was published in 1936 and, as his reputation as a novelist 

grew, he turned to writing full time. During the war, he was seconded to the Army 

Film Unit, where he wrote, among other projects, The Way Ahead with Peter Ustinov.  

He moved to Hollywood in 1957 and during his eleven years there scripted some 

memorable films, including A Night to Remember and The Cruel Sea, which won 

him an Oscar nomination.  

 

In a career spanning over sixty years, Eric Ambler wrote nineteen novels and was 

awarded the Crime Writers’ Association Gold Dagger Award for Passage of Arms in 

1960. He was married to Joan Harrison, who wrote or co-wrote many of Alfred 

Hitchcock’s screenplays – in fact Hitchcock organized their wedding.  

The important thing to know about an assassination or an attempted assassination 

is not who fired the shot, but who paid for the bullet 

― from (A Coffin for Dimitrios) 



 

 

SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

Current sales: 

UK: Penguin 

US: Knopf (all) 

Chinese (Simplified): 

Shangai Dook 

Danish: Lindhardt 

German: Hoffman und 

 Campe (all) 

Greek: Brainfood Media 

Italian: Adelphi (all) 

Korean: Open Books 

Netherlands: Luithing-

 Sijthoff 

Russian: AST 

Serbian: Vulkan 

Turkish: Yapi Kredi 

 

 

All titles with current 

and previous publishers 

THE MASK OF DIMITRIOS 

 

'Not Le Carré, not Deighton, not Ludlum have 

surpassed the intelligence, authenticity or engrossing 

storytelling that established The Mask of Dimitrios as 

the best of its kind' - The Times 

 

'A gripping thriller ... still fresh as new' - The 

Guardian 

 

English crime novelist Charles Latimer is travelling in 

Istanbul when he makes the acquaintance of Turkish 

police inspector Colonel Haki. It is from him that he 

first hears of the mysterious Dimitrios - an infamous 

master criminal, long wanted by the law, whose body 

has just been fished out of the Bosphorus. Fascinated 

by the story, Latimer decides to retrace Dimitrios' 

steps across Europe to gather material for a new 

book. But, as he gradually discovers more about his 

subject's shadowy history, fascination tips over into 

obsession. And, in entering Dimitrios' criminal 

underworld, Latimer realizes that his own life may be 

on the line. 
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George Bellairs, pseudonym of Harold Blundell, (1902-1982) was a bank manager, a 

talented crime author, part time journalist and Francophile. His detective stories, 

written in the 1940s, 50s, 60s and 70s, combine wicked crimes and classic police 

procedurals, set in small British communities and France. Best known for his 

Detective Littlejohn stories, reminiscent of the Inspector Maigret books, he is 

celebrated as one Britain’s crime classic greats. writers. He works in a comic tradition 

that extends from Ben Jonson. Each character has a particular trait exaggerated to 

the point of obsession or caricature. 

 

The British Library and Agora Books are republishing his works which keep 

appealing new fans of classic crime. 

GEORGE BELLAIRS 

 

‘One of the subtlest and wittiest practitioners of the 

simon-pure British detective story’ - The New York 

Times  
 

‘Sure-fire, that’s Bellairs’ - New York Herald-Tribune 

 

'Since Dorothy L Sayers abandoned Lord Peter 

Wimsey, we should class Mr Bellairs as our most 

‘literary’ practitioner in the field of detection' - 

Rochdale Observer  

SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 
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SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

Current sales: 

UK&US: British Library and 

Agora Books 

 

All titles with current and 

previous publishers 

INSPECTOR LITTLEJOHN SERIES  

 

Bellairs’s first mystery, Littlejohn on Leave (1941) 

introduced his series detective, Detective 

InspectorThomas Littlejohn. His books are strong in 

characters and small communities – set in the 1940s 

to the ‘70s. The books have strong plots, and are full 

of scandal and intrigue. His series character started as 

Inspector and later became Superintendent Thomas 

Littlejohn. Littlejohn, reminiscent of Inspector 

Maigret, is injected with humour, intelligence and 

compassion. 
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SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

NICHOLAS BLAKE 
 

‘If C. Day-Lewis is remembered these days, it’s as the 

Poet Laureate of his day… But crime cognoscenti 

esteem his alter ego, the Golden Age crime writer 

Nicholas Blake… and his erudite, quirkily 

characterised detective novels’ - The Times  

 

‘The Nicholas Blake books are something quite by 

themselves in English detective fiction.’ - Elizabeth 

Bowen  

45 

Cecil Day-Lewis (1904-1972) was an Irish-born poet. He was Poet Laureate for Britain 

and, under the pseudonym Nicholas Blake, a mystery writer. He is the father of actor 

Daniel Day-Lewis and documentary filmmaker and television chef Tamasin Day-

Lewis.  

 

He wrote twenty detective novels as Nicholas Blake, most of them featuring Nigel 

Strangeways, a charming amateur sleuth who uses literary references to solve 

mysteries, reputedly modelled in W H Auden. The novels follow Strangeways’ story 

from his idealistic early days, through the darker days of World War II and the death 

of his wife, to the more self-aware stories of the 1950s and 1960s. 

 

He also wrote four detective novels which did not feature Strangeways. He 

continued to write poetry and became Poet Laureate in 1968, a post he held until his 

death in 1972. He was also awarded a CBE. 

 

He died at the Hertfordshire home of Kingsley Amis and Elizabeth Jane Howard, 

where he and his wife were staying. He is buried in Stinsford churchyard, close to the 

grave of one of his heroes Thomas Hardy, something that he had arranged before 

his death  



 

 

SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

Current sales: 

UK: Agora 

US: Vintage Crime 

Chinese: (Complex) Marco 

Polo 

French: Place des Editeurs 

Japanese: Hayakawa 

Portuguese: Porto 

Spanish (LATAM): Planeta 

Russian: AST 

Turkish: Ayrinti Yayinlary 

 

All titles with current and 

previous publishers 

THE BEAST MUST DIE 

 

‘Still impresses as one of the most darkly compelling 

of psychological novels’ - The Times 

 

I am going to kill a man…I have no idea what he looks 

like. But I am going to find him and kill him. 

 

Frank Cairnes is determined to seek revenge on the 

hit and run driver who killed his young son. The case 

has baffled the police but Cairnes successfully tracks 

down the driver, an unpleasant bully called George 

Rattery. Cairnes befriends Rattery in hope of getting 

close enough to kill him, all the while recording his 

murder plans in his diary. 

 

But before the murder is due to take place, Rattery 

reveals that he has discovered the diary and sent it to 

his solicitors. When Rattery is poisoned the same day, 

Cairnes is naturally the prime suspect and calls on 

Nigel Strangeways to help him clear his name…  

 

The Beast Must Die is widely recognized as a classic 

of twentieth century crime writing. 
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SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

RICHARD HULL 

 

British Library edition of Excellent Intentions hit 

#5 in the Independent Publishers Chart  

47 

Richard Hull (1896-1973) was the pseudonym of Richard Henry Sampson, who was 

born in London in 1896. He entered the British Army at the age of eighteen with the 

outbreak of the First World War and served as an officer in an infantry battalion and 

in the Machine Gun Corps. At the end of the war after three years in France he 

worked for a firm of chartered accountants to then later set up his own practice.  

 

He moved into full-time writing in 1934 after the success of The Murder of My Aunt. 

When he ceased to write detective fiction after 1953, he did continue to take a close 

interest in the affairs of the Detection Club, assisting Agatha Christie with her duties 

as President.  



 

 

SPIES, KILLER AND INVESTIGATORS 

Current sales: 

UK: The British Library 

US: Poisoned Pen 

Italian: Marco Polillo, 

Mondadori 

Portuguese: Porto 

Spanish: Alba 

 

All titles and previous 

publishers 

THE MURDER OF MY AUNT 

 

‘Continuously interesting and exciting’ - Dorothy 

Sayers 

 

In the beautiful Welsh countryside, Edward Powell is 

keeping a detailed account of his attempts to do 

away with his aunt. Of course, the murder of his only 

living relative is a preposterous notion, but that is 

exactly what this rather affected young man intends 

to do. Looked at strictly from Edward's point of view 

there is some excuse for malice, but on the other 

hand his wealthy aunt has every reason to feel  

unfriendly toward him.  

 

 

EXCELLENT INTENTIONS 

 

“This droll and inventive golden age mystery, first 

published in 1938, offers a courtroom-based 

whodunit with a twist. A murder defendant, 

unidentified for the bulk of the book, stands accused 

of poisoning Henry Cargate. As the deceased was 

perversely hostile to almost everybody, Scotland Yard 

has no shortage of suspects, including a stamp dealer 

whom Cargate accused of fraud, and the 

investigation focuses on who could have had the 

opportunity to introduce the poison into Cargate’s 

snuffbox. The court scenes, presented from the 

perspective of the presiding judge, the jury foreman, 

and the advocates for and against the accused, are 

artful examples of an author’s using wit as a method 

of diverting attention from vital clues, making the 

identity of the suspect a genuine surprise. This reissue 

exemplifies the mission of the British Library Crime 

Classics series in making an outstanding and original 

mystery accessible to a modern audience.” - 

Publisher’s Weekly starred review 
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SAGAS  

 

AND ROMANCE 



 

 

SAGAS AND ROMANCE 

BERYL KINGSTON 
 

‘Beryl Kingston writes with such a lovely light-handed 

touch it is impossible not to warm to her novels. 

There are some great character studies, whether of 

the more eccentric or the more conventional locals, 

and a terrific mix of mystery and romance’ - 

Historical Novel Review  
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Beryl Kingston is the author of 30 novels with over a million copies sold. She has 

been a writer since she was 7 when she started producing poetry. She was 

evacuated to Felpham at the start of WWII, igniting an interest in one-time resident 

poet William Blake which later inspired her novel The Gates of Paradise.  

 

She was an English teacher from 1952 until 1985 when she became a full-time writer 

after her debut novel, Hearts and Farthings, became a bestseller. Kingston continued 

writing bestsellers for the next 14 years with titles ranging from family sagas to 

modern stories and historical novels. She currently lives in West Sussex and has 

three children, five grandchildren, and ten great-grandchildren.  



 

 

SAGAS AND ROMANCE 

Current sales: 

UK & US: Agora (8 titles), 

Endeavour (12 titles), Allison 

& Busby, Bloomsbury 

Reader 

A STITCH IN TIME 

 

London, 1914: Rose Boniface and her orphaned siblings 

live a small but happy life in South-East London. But 

when war breaks out across Europe and her older 

brother enlists, nothing will ever be the same again. 

 

As men leave for the war in droves, the girls must take 

on whatever work they can find to make ends meet. 

High-risk work in munitions factories and back-

breaking domestic labour seem to be all that’s available 

to them, but Rose has other ideas… 

 

A tale of love and heartbreak, triumph and resilience, 

this sweeping saga by best-selling author Beryl 

Kingston takes the reader inside the extraordinary lives 

of ordinary women in Wartime London 
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TWO SILVER CROSSES 

 

Twins Ginny and Emily Holborn have everything they 

could ever need in their Wolverhampton home: a lov-

ing family, a garden to play in and a staff waiting to 

attend to their every need. Until, one summer day in 

1926, they disappear without a trace. 

 

Ten years later, bright-eyed solicitor Charlie Common-

er is given his first job: track down the still-missing 

Holborn twins. Despatched to France, he’s left to un-

ravel a web of infidelity, mystery, and terrifying family 

secrets. 

 

Let bestselling author Beryl Kingston sweep you away 

on a journey from London to Paris, through tragedy 

and triumph in the search for two sisters wearing two 

silver crosses. 



 

 

SAGAS AND ROMANCE 

ANNE MELVILLE 
 

‘There are moments in life when there is nothing like 

a good juicy saga read and Anne Melville is a most 

competent and engaging mistress of the craft’ - 

Oxford Today  
 

 

52 

Anne Melville (1926-1998) was the pseudonym of Margaret Edith Newman, born in 

1926 in Middlesex. She was educated at Harrow County School for girls and gained 

a B.A and M.A from St. Hugh’s College, Oxford. She was the daughter of the author 

and lecturer Bernard Newman and the widow of Jeremy Potter, novelist and 

historian.  

 

Before writing, she worked a variety of jobs including teaching in Egypt, editing a 

children’s magazine in London, and advising the Citizen’s Advice Bureau in 

Twickenham. She published her first novel as Margaret Newman, a mystery novel 

entitled Murder to Music. 

 

Newman continued publishing novels until her death in 1998, under a variety of 

pseudonyms and encompassing multiple genres. As Anne Melville, she focused on 

historical novels, including the epic wartime saga Debutante. Over the course of her 

career she published fifty-five novels in romance, mystery, historical fiction and 

children’s 



 

 

SAGAS AND ROMANCE 

Current sales: 

UK&US: Agora (Debutante), 

Bloomsbury (Lorimer) 

German: under offer 

 

DEBUTANTE 

 

Everyone who was anyone knew that the London 

Season of 1939 would be quite different from any that 

had gone before. 

 

The year is 1939, England’s aristocrats are preparing to 

present their daughters as debutantes, introducing 

them to society as young women. Bidding childhood 

farewell, the debutantes will find themselves thrust into 

a world of balls, dancing, and young gentlemen, 

glamorous but fraught with rivalry. 

 

Ronnie, Peggy, Isabelle, and Anne could not be more 

different; four girls from four different worlds. But when 

their lives crash together, they find themselves relying 

on each other in ways they could never have imagined. 

But as war fast approaches, it soon becomes clear that 

this Season will be unlike any before. The world is 

changing, and all four girls find their lives irrevocably 

changed along with it. 
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THE LORIMER FAMILY SERIES  

 

‘Anne Melville brings to this saga a lively and informed 

sense of period - this is not stay-at-home domestic 

drama - and a nice ability to handle a number of well-

drawn characters’ - Daily Telegraph  

 

This series of six novels charts the lives, loves, adven-

tures and mishaps of the Lorimer family. The saga fol-

lows the family to destinations as far ranging as Lon-

don, Jamaica, Heidelberg and San Francisco, through 

death and betrayal, war and passion.  

 

Gripping to the last, Melville has crafted a dramatic 

and intimate insight into a the legacy of a rich and 

powerful family in Victorian England.  
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JEAN SAUNDERS 
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Jean Saunders (1931-2011) was a British writer of romance novels from 1974 to 

2010. She wrote under her married and maiden name, which was Innes; also under 

the pseudonyms Rowena Summers, Sally Blake, and Rachel Moore. 

 

After the publication of her first novel, Jean began a career as a magazine writer and 

published around 600 short stories. In the 1970s she started to publish gothic 

romance novels under her own name, and in the 1980s she created the pseudonym 

Rowena Summers to write historical romances, her most popular works. In 1991 her 

novel The Bannister Girls was shortlisted for the Romantic Novel of Year award 
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UK&US: Agora 

 

 

THE BANNISTER GIRLS 

 

Shortlisted for the Romantic Novel of Year award 

 

The Great War will change London forever, and the 

lives of the Bannister girls with it, but will war bring 

them closer together? Or end up tearing them apart? 

 

Louise, Ellen, and Angel Bannister have enjoyed the 

comforts of a well-to-do upbringing, but yearn for 

something more thrilling than their expected lots in life. 

As the war rumbles through London, bringing with it 

social upheaval and unprecedented opportunity, the 

three sisters face challenges that will test their resolve 

and strip them of their innocence. 

 

This is a poignant tale of women facing desire, loss, and 

fervent love in a war-torn country.  
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